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As we mourn, we remember that the
way we bend the arc of the moral uni-
verse towards justice is by bending it
together. In the days ahead, let us
focus on what unites us and on our
shared determination to see justice
prevail.

Black lives matter. Law enforcement
officers’ lives matter. Justice matters.
Life matters.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO EDEN
PRAIRIE GIRLS’ LACROSSE TEAM

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today, as I did 1 year ago, to congratu-
late the KEden Prairie girls lacrosse
team on their high school State cham-
pionship.

The Eagles demonstrated incredible
perseverance as they rallied from a
five-goal deficit, scoring six of the next
seven goals to tie the championship
game at halftime. That run, coupled
with a very impressive second half de-
fensive display, lifted the Eagles to an
11-9 victory. Co-coaches Judy Baxter
and Beth Patterson have every reason
to be proud of their team’s resilience
throughout the season and the tour-
nament.

It was the Hagles’ strong leadership
from their upperclassmen that actually
made the team difficult to beat. Lead-
ing that offensive effort, senior forward
Sara Woodring scored two goals and
had five assists; and senior defender
Payton Borg led the Eagles’ defense,
allowing only two goals in the second
half.

Mr. Speaker, achieving a high school
State championship title is an impres-
sive accomplishment, but even more
admirable is the Eagles’ ability to
maintain a commitment throughout
the season to their schoolwork and
other obligations outside of the class-
room. The team’s parents, teachers,
and fellow Eagle students are very
proud of their accomplishments.

Once again, congratulations to the
Eden Prairie girls lacrosse team for
their winning championship.

———
CHILCOT REPORT

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I
was impressed this week with the re-
lease of the long-awaited Chilcot re-
port from the United Kingdom’s in-
quiry into the Iraq war.

While the main conclusions of the re-
port should be familiar to all of us—
that the U.S. and Britain justified the
invasion of Iraq with flawed and ma-
nipulated intelligence and that subse-
quent preparations for post-invasion
Iraq were woefully inadequate and mis-
managed—it is, nonetheless, an over-
due public accountability of British
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leadership and a detailed and searing
rebuke that no member of the Bush ad-
ministration has ever undergone.

During his news conference, Mr. Blair
said: ‘I express more SOrrow, regret,
and apology than you can ever be-
lieve.”

Mr. Speaker, what is the chance that
we will ever hear those same remorse-
ful and contemplative words from Mr.
Bush? Mr. Cheney? Mr. Rumsfeld? It is
virtually nonexistent.

God forgive us and them for our in-
difference. Iraq never will.

Mr. Speaker, | was impressed this week
with the release of the long-awaited Chilcot
Report, the United Kingdom’s inquiry into the
Iraq War.

While the main conclusions of the report
should be familiar to all of us by now—that the
U.S. and Britain justified the invasion of Iraq
on both flawed and manipulated intelligence
and that subsequent preparations for post-in-
vasion Iraq were woefully inadequate and mis-
managed—it is nonetheless an overdue public
accountability of British leadership, a detailed
and searing rebuke that no member of the
Bush administration has ever undergone.

The invasion of Iraq in 2003 was the worst
foreign policy decision ever made by an Amer-
ican president, a decision that cost the U.S.
trillions of dollars and that led to the deaths of
over a million people, including 4,500 Amer-
ican servicemembers and scores of Iraqis.

Moreover, the ripple effect across the Mid-
dle East from that single event 13 years ago
has been brutal and violent, spawning terrorist
groups like I1SIS and miring U.S. foreign policy
in a region we continue to misunderstand.

For me, and for a number of others in this
chamber who boldly spoke against the war be-
fore it even began, this report has enormous
resonance.

And it was cathartic to watch former Prime
Minister Tony Blair's news conference, where
he appeared if not exactly repentant, at least
deeply affected by the report’s scathing criti-
cism.

President Bush and the other architects of
the war have never deigned to present them-
selves before the public to explain, much less
atone for, their actions and decisions.

Meanwhile, House Republicans have been
far more determined to waste this body’s time
and resources investigating Benghazi, Hillary
Clinton’s emails, or the IRS rather than the
biggest foreign policy disaster of the last quar-
ter century.

Indifference, Mr. Speaker. That's what the
Irag War has amounted to: a regrettable blip
on an otherwise sterling American reputation
abroad. That's what President Bush, Vice
President Cheney, Secretary Rumsfeld, and
the rest of the political elite who enabled their
actions would have you believe.

But while they continue to enjoy their com-
fortable retirement, free of punishment or offi-
cial censure, Iraq continues to burn.

Perhaps you think a Chilcot Report of our
own would be futile, now that the American
people popularly regard the Iraq War as a pro-
found mistake.

But public censures have their uses, not the
least being that they serve as a warning to
those who would forget or ignore our past
missteps. An American Chilcot Report would
certainly check those voices now calling for in-
creased military action in Iraq and Syria.
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Over the past 5 days, during the final week
of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, over
320 people have been killed in Baghdad. This
is just the latest of Irag’s horrors, Mr. Speaker,
horrors that we wrought with our senseless
and criminal invasion 13 years ago.

During his news conference, Mr. Blair said
“I express more sorrow, regret and apology
than you can ever believe.”

Mr. Speaker, the chances of ever hearing
the same remorseful and contemplative words
from Bush, Cheney, or Rumsfeld are virtually
non-existent. God forgive them and us for
such indifference, for Iraq never will.

———

DEFENDING FREEDOMS PROJECT:
RAIF BADAWI

(Mr. McCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, June
17 marks the fourth anniversary of the
arrest of Saudi Arabian blogger Raif
Badawi. He is a prisoner of conscience
who has been sentenced to 10 years in
prison and 1,000 lashes for his writings.

These days, Raif is not doing well.
Recently, he resorted to a hunger
strike to protest his lack of access to
medical care, which, thankfully, he is
receiving now, but his family remains
extremely concerned for his health.

During the holy month of Ramadan,
King Salman pardoned many prisoners.
His Majesty should also pardon Raif
and Raif’s former lawyer, Waleed
Abulkhair, a human rights advocate
who is serving a 15-year sentence for
crimes such as a lack of respect for au-
thorities and creating an NGO without
permission.

It is ridiculous. I understand that
Saudi Arabia is an ally, Mr. Speaker,
but the United States must not be si-
lent while these men sit in prison.
Saudi Arabia will not achieve security
or stability by repressing peaceful dis-
sent.

—
0 1230

HONOR, RESPECT, AND DIGNITY

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as
a resident of Texas, representing parts
of Houston, Texas, which includes the
headquarters of the Houston Police De-
partment, the Nation’s heart is heavy
and saddened.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to
the people of Dallas and to the families
who have lost their fallen heroes.

We respect all of those who are on
the front line of allowing the American
people to protest. We understand the
young people, who are many colors and
backgrounds, who felt compelled to
protest the loss of life of two individ-
uals. The law enforcement officers re-
spected that, too. They understood the
pain of Mr. Castile and Mr. Sterling’s
deaths.
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Always in America, we have been
able to come as protesters under the
Constitution, but we recognize that
law and order is the standard of this
Nation.

As I pray for these families, I ask the
Congresspersons to rise to the level of
leaders and leadership to seek out
unity. As I just spoke to the head of
my police department, I extended my
hand to be able to work together with
community and police to bring us to-
gether because that is why we are a
great Nation.

In Houston on Sunday, we will march
and mourn for those fallen, but we will
be praying for nonviolence in this Na-
tion. What I will say, Mr. Speaker, is
that the words that are ugly of those
who want to divide us, I will not hear
them and I will not listen to them. I
will only embrace and bring us to-
gether.

I will tell the young people whose
faces I saw last evening in Washington,
who were an array of mosaic colors,
backgrounds, and religions, that we
love you and we thank you for this pro-
test of nonviolence. We will stand
against violent gun behavior, thugs,
and terrorists. Americans want unity,
respect, and human dignity for all.

———

BUILD UNITY

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, that which has occurred in Dallas,
Texas, gives a sad meaning to the term
““in the line of duty.”

In the line of duty, there are hus-
bands who will not return home. In the
line of duty, peace officers will not re-
turn home. Although I don’t know the
gender of all of them, I want to make
sure I cover them all; so let me say
that, in the line of duty, there are
peace officers who will not return
home.

Those husbands and wives and chil-
dren had every reason to believe that
their loved ones would return home.
They are in pain, and I want them to
know that we suffer together. All of us
in this country suffer whenever any
one of us is taken by violence. Innocent
people in this country are suffering.
People of good will are suffering. Fami-
lies are suffering.

My prayer is that, out of this adver-
sity, we can build a unity that will af-
ford us the opportunity to develop the
harmony necessary for the people of
the greatest Nation in the world to live
together.

We have to span these chasms that
divide us, and forgiveness is in order,
but we must also make sure that jus-
tice is done. All who are associated
with the dastardly deeds that occurred
with reference to Dallas must be ar-
rested, convicted, and must be pros-
ecuted to the fullest extent that the
law allows. There can be no exceptions.

The time has come now for those who
are suffering to receive our prayers and
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our sympathies, and I regret that ‘“‘in
the line of duty’ has taken on a dif-
ferent meaning for them.

———

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON
S. 2943, NATIONAL DEFENSE AU-
THORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2017

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the Chair appoints the fol-
lowing conferees on S. 2943:

From the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, for consideration of the Senate
bill and the House amendment, and
modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. THORNBERRY, FORBES,
MILLER of Florida, WILSON of South
Carolina, LoBIONDO, BIsHOP of Utah,
TURNER, KLINE, ROGERS of Alabama,
FRANKS of Arizona, SHUSTER, CONAWAY,
LAMBORN, WITTMAN, GIBSON, Mrs.
HARTZLER, Mr. HECK of Nevada, Ms.
STEFANIK, Mr. SMITH of Washington,
Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California,
Mrs. DAVIS of California, Messrs. LAN-
GEVIN, LARSEN of Washington, COOPER,
Ms. BORDALLO, Mr. COURTNEY, Ms.
TSONGAS, Messrs. GARAMENDI, JOHNSON
of Georgia, Ms. SPEIER, and Mr.
PETERS.

From the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, for consider-
ation of matters within the jurisdic-
tion of that committee under clause 11
of rule X: Messrs. NUNES, POMPEO, and
SCHIFF.

From the Committee on Education
and the Workforce, for consideration of
sections 571-74 and 578 of the Senate
bill, and sections 571, 573, 1098E, and
3512 of the House amendment, and
modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. WALBERG, GUTHRIE,
and ScoTT of Virginia.

From the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, for consideration of sec-
tions 3112 and 3123 of the Senate bill,
and sections 346, 601, 749, 1045, 1090, 1095,
1673, 3119A, and 3119C of the House
amendment, and modifications com-
mitted to conference: Messrs. LATTA,
JOHNSON of Ohio, and PALLONE.

From the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, for consideration of sections 828,
1006, 1007, 1050, 1056, 1089, 1204, 1211,
1221-23, 1231, 1232, 1242, 1243, 1247, 1252,
1253, 1255-58, 1260, 1263, 1264, 1271-73,
1276, 1283, 1301, 1302, 15631-33, and 1662 of
the Senate bill, and sections 926, 1011,
1013, 1083, 1084, 1098K, 1099B, 1099C, 1201,
1203, 1214, 1221-23, 1227, 1229, 1233, 1235,
1236, 1245, 1246, 1250, 1259A-H9E, 1259J,
12591, 1259P, 1259Q, 12569U, 1261, 1262,
1301-03, 1510, 15631-33, 1645, 16563, and 2804
of the House amendment, and modi-
fications committed to conference:
Messrs. ROYCE, ZELDIN, and ENGEL.

From the Committee on Homeland
Security, for consideration of sections
564 and 1091 of the Senate bill, and sec-
tions 1097, 1869, 1869A, and 3510 of the
House amendment, and modifications
committed to conference: Messrs.
McCAUL, DONOVAN, and THOMPSON of
Mississippi.

From the Committee on the Judici-
ary, for consideration of sections 829J,
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829K, 944, 963, 1006, 1023-25, 1053, 1093,
1283, 3303, and 3304 of the Senate bill,
and sections 598, 1090, 1098H, 1216, 1261,
and 3608 of the House amendment, and
modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. GOODLATTE, ISSA, and
CONYERS.

From the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, for consideration of sections
601, 2825, subtitle D of title XXVIII, and
section 2852 of the Senate bill, and sec-
tions 312, 601, 1090, 1098H, 2837, 2839,
2839A, subtitle E of title XXVIII, sec-
tions 2852, 2854, 2855, 286466, title XXX,
sections 3508, 7005, and title LXXIII of
the House amendment, and modifica-
tions committed to conference: Messrs.
COOK, HARDY, and GRIJALVA.

From the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform, for consider-
ation of sections 339, 703, 819, 821, 829H,
8291, 861, 944, 1048, 1054, 1097, 1103-07,
1109-13, 1121, 1124, 1131-33, 1135, and 1136
of the Senate bill, and sections 574, 603,
807, 821, 1048, 1088, 1095, 10981, 1101, 1102,
1104-06, 1108-11, 1113, 1259C, and 1631 of
the House amendment, and modifica-
tions committed to conference: Messrs.
CHAFFETZ, RUSSELL, and CUMMINGS.

From the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology, for consider-
ation of section 874 of the Senate bill
and sections 1605, 1673, and title XXXIII
of the House amendment, and modi-
fications committed to conference:
Messrs. SMITH of Texas, WEBER of
Texas, and Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON
of Texas.

From the Committee on Small Busi-
ness, for consideration of sections 818,
838, 874, and 898 of the Senate bill, and
title XVIII of the House amendment,
and modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. CHABOT, KNIGHT, and
Ms. VELAZQUEZ.

From the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, for consider-
ation of sections 541, 562, 601, 961, 3302—
07, 3501, and 3502 of the Senate bill, and
sections 343, 601, 731, 835, 1043, 1671,
3119C, 3501, 3504, 3509, 3512, and title
XXXVI of the House amendment, and
modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. HUNTER, ROUZER, and
SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New York.

From the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs, for consideration of sections
706, 755, and 1431 of the Senate bill, and
sections 741, 1421, and 1864 of the House
amendment, and modifications com-
mitted to conference: Messrs. ROE of
Tennessee, BOST, and TAKANO.

From the Committee on Ways and
Means, for consideration of section 1271
of the Senate bill, and modifications
committed to conference: Messrs.
BRADY of Texas, REICHERT, and LEVIN.

There was no objection.

——

DEFENDING RELIGIOUS LIBERTIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. JoDY B. HICE) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to support the First
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