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Constitution. This law has the dem-
onstrated ability, such as with APR,
and the potential to seriously harm
many other U.S. businesses and U.S.
interests in Australia and must be im-
mediately addressed.
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Last night I conducted a telephone
townhall meeting in my district and
was asked by a constituent about the
status of the Trans-Pacific Partnership
legislation. This matter is important
and topical for us because of the pend-
ing Trans-Pacific Partnership agree-
ment which the Obama administration
is supporting and many in Congress are
pushing for a vote on soon, such as this
year.

Laws like the Australian Personal
Property Securities Act should make it
very difficult for any Member of Con-
gress to vote for the Trans-Pacific
Partnership. If Australia is going to
continue to be our trading partner,
there must be a level playing field for
all parties involved. U.S. companies
cannot be at a disadvantage when they
do business in Australia or any other
country.

I strongly encourage our U.S. Trade
Representative to address the situation
so an inequity caused to APR and the
potential inequities presented for other
U.S. companies be corrected before a
vote is called on the Trans-Pacific
Partnership.

——————

COMMEMORATING OFFICER BRENT
THOMPSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. RATCLIFFE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RATCLIFFE. Madam Speaker, to
protect and serve isn’t just a slogan on
the side of police cars all across the
country. It is a promise—a promise
that our men and women in blue keep
every day as they serve to uphold the
law and order in our cities and our
towns. Without their bravery and sac-
rifice, our communities would be law-
less and our families, our friends, and
our loved ones would be in constant
danger.

I can’t adequately express the sad-
ness I felt last week when five Dallas
police officers were targeted as victims
in a horrific ambush simply for choos-
ing to put on their uniform and to pro-
tect their community. Among the offi-
cers whose lives were unjustly taken
was DART Police Department Officer
Brent Thompson, who was a resident of
Royse City in my home district. It just
breaks my heart that this brave man’s
life was mercilessly and needlessly cut
short at 43 years of age just because he
reported for duty simply wanting to do
his job.

So I join the greater Dallas commu-
nity, the Fourth District of Texas, and
our entire country in mourning over
the loss of Officer Thompson, as we re-
member him for his selfless commit-
ment to our country. His family re-
mains in our prayers, and we will be
forever grateful to him for his service.
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Officer Thompson, you will not be
forgotten. Your memory will continue
to inspire us to stand up for those who
stand up for us because this violence
targeted towards our police officers is
unacceptable, it is outrageous, and it
needs to stop.

———

RAISING ALZHEIMER’S AND BRAIN
AWARENESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FARENTHOLD). The Chair recognizes the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
every month should be Alzheimer’s &
Brain Awareness Month, and I rise
today to share my efforts to help Alz-
heimer’s patients and their families.
Having lost my mother due to com-
plications from Alzheimer’s, I am all
too familiar with how it impacts the
patient and their loved ones.

I continue to push for more NIH re-
search funding because it represents
our best chance to save lives and re-
store hope to millions of families. I am
a cosponsor of Congressman ELIOT
ENGEL’s Palliative Care and Hospice
Education and Training Act, a bill to
make sure that Alzheimer’s patients
receive the care and the compassion
they deserve and they need.

I am also a cosponsor of Congressman
CHRIS SMITH's HOPE for Alzheimer’s
Act, to help families and caregivers
plan for the costs and complications of
Alzheimer’s.

I urge all of my colleagues and the
public to join together with the Alz-
heimer’s Association in supporting
these efforts to fight this tragic dis-
ease.

SUPPORTING PEOPLE WITH DEVELOPMENTAL

DISORDERS THROUGH NATURE LINKS

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to highlight the efforts that the
one nonprofit organization that is
based in my south Florida district is
making on behalf of young adults with
intellectual and developmental disabil-
ities.

Nature Links for Lifelong Learning
is forming a valuable national model of
education and inclusion for south Flor-
ida. For far too long, many young
adults with an autism spectrum dis-
order, Asperger’s, or Down syndrome
have been forgotten as they were re-
leased into the world following their
time in the public school system, but
Nature Links has exceptional skills-
based educational training which
works to identify the character of each
individual’s unique identity and takes
the time to tap into each student’s po-
tential to develop civically engaged,
job-ready, and fully functioning adults.

I congratulate Nature Links on its
contributions to our south Florida
community, and I urge everyone to
learn more by visiting their Web site at
www.naturelinks.net.

CELEBRATING VIZCAYA’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise in celebration of the 100th anniver-
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sary of the completion of the main
house at Vizcaya on the shores of Bis-
cayne Bay in my fabulous south Flor-
ida congressional district.

Since 1916, Vizcaya has served as a
south Florida landmark and a symbol
of Old World elegance and cultural in-
fluence. Unfortunately, James Deering,
the former vice president of Inter-
national Harvester and the visionary
founder of Vizcaya, died in 1925 before
his plans for the estate were completed
in full.

Now, as part of the Miami-Dade
County Parks system, the Vizcaya Mu-
seum and Gardens preserves some of
south Florida’s early history among
significant collections of orchid speci-
mens and European artwork.

With plans to continue historic pres-
ervation and the creation of an attrac-
tive new open space for public enjoy-
ment to be known as Vizcaya Village,
the future beyond 100 is indeed very
bright for Vizcaya.

EXCITING RESEARCH AT THE UNIVERSITY OF

MIAMI

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to recognize the outstanding con-
tributions that the University of
Miami researchers are making to
America’s health care. In becoming one
of the leading research universities in
the country over the last decade, the
University of Miami has developed a
pool of world-class talent and advanced
infrastructure that is helping lead the
science and tech boom that is shaping
south Florida’s future for the better.

Among the exciting research break-
throughs taking place in Coral Gables
is the work of the Lampidis lab at the
Miller School of Medicine. This is
where Dr. Lampidis and his associates
have found that, when given in com-
bination with a common cholesterol
medication, nontoxic 2-DG therapy ef-
fectively kills tumors without the use
of harsh, conventional chemotherapy
drugs.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Dr.
Lampidis and everyone at the Univer-
sity of Miami for their efforts to im-
prove our community, our Nation, and
the world.

———

THE PATH FORWARD ON GUN
VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN) for b5
minutes.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I come
today to draw attention to the fact
that tomorrow evening we are going to
be hosting a SpeakOut on the west
front of the Capitol, the west lawn, and
we are going to be highlighting four
pieces of legislation: H.R. 1217, H.R.
1076, H.R. 3051, and H.R. 4603.

I am particularly interested today in
H.R. 3051. That is the legislation that
seeks to close what has become known
as the Charleston loophole. The reason
I am particularly interested in it today
is because yesterday the General Ac-
countability Office issued a 57-page re-
port. Now, that report is so voluminous
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I am not going to ask that it be en-
tered into the RECORD, but I will in-
clude the one-page summary into the
RECORD. Here is what you are going to
find in this report:
[From GAO Highlights, July 2016]
GUN CONTROL

ANALYZING AVAILABLE DATA COULD HELP IM-
PROVE BACKGROUND CHECKS INVOLVING DO-
MESTIC VIOLENCE RECORDS

What GAO Found

Most of the 50 states submit domestic vio-
lence records—misdemeanor crime of domes-
tic violence (MCDV) convictions and domes-
tic violence protection orders—to the De-
partment of Justice’s (DOJ) Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) for use during Na-
tional Instant Criminal Background Check
System (NICS) checks, but states vary in
their efforts to identify (‘‘flag’’) such records
that prohibit an individual from obtaining a
firearm under federal law. For example, in
2015, 22 states voluntarily participated in a
program to identify criminal history records
that prohibit individuals from obtaining fire-
arms, which can include domestic violence
records. FBI data also show that 47 states
identified domestic violence protection or-
ders that prohibit firearm purchases. Since
not all domestic violence records that states
submit to the FBI meet federal prohibiting
criteria, flagging prohibiting records can
help expedite NICS checks. The total number
of prohibiting domestic violence records that
states submit to the FBI is generally un-
known because states are not required to
flag prohibiting records and there is no auto-
mated process to disaggregate such records
from other records checked by NICS.

For fiscal years 2006 to 2015, FBI data show
that most NICS checks involving domestic
violence records that resulted in denials
were completed before firearm transfers took
place (see table). However, about 6,700 fire-
arms were transferred to individuals with
prohibiting domestic violence records, which
resulted in the FBI referring these cases to
DOJ’s Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives for firearm retrieval. Under
federal law, firearm dealers may (but are not
required to) transfer a firearm to an indi-
vidual if the dealer has not received a re-
sponse (proceed or denial) from the FBI after
3 business days.

BACKGROUND CHECK DENIALS AND FIREARM
TRANSFERS FOR MISDEMEANOR CRIMES OF
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE (MCDV) CONVICTIONS
AND PROTECTION ORDERS, FISCAL YEARS
2006 TO 2015

Category—MCDV convictions, Total deni-
als—59,000, Within 3 days—41,000, After 3
days—18,000, Firearm transfers—6,221.

Category—Protection Orders, Total deni-
als—30,000, Within 3 days—28,000, After 3
days—2,000, Firearm transfers—>559.

FBI data also show that during fiscal year
2015, the FBI completed 90 percent of denials
that involved MCDV convictions within 7
business days, which was longer than for any
other prohibiting category (e.g., felony con-
victions). The FBI completed 90 percent of
denials that involved domestic violence pro-
tection orders in fewer than 3 business days.
According to federal and selected state offi-
cials GAO contacted, the information needed
to determine whether domestic violence
records—and in particular MCDV convic-
tions—meet the criteria to prohibit a fire-
arm transfer is not always readily available
in NICS databases and can require additional
outreach to state agencies to obtain infor-
mation. DOJ has taken steps to help states
make prohibiting information more readily
available to NICS—such as through training
and grant programs—but does not monitor
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the timeliness of checks that result in deni-
als by prohibiting category. Ongoing moni-
toring could help the FBI determine if spe-
cific prohibiting categories present greater
challenges in making determinations than
other categories and, in turn, the FBI could
provide the results to other DOJ entities to
help them establish priorities, such as for
grants, state outreach, or training.

GAO HIGHLIGHTS

Highlights of GAO-16-483, a report to the
Acting Ranking Member, Subcommittee on
Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related
Agencies, Committee on Appropriations,
House of Representatives.

Why GAO Did This Study

The FBI and designated state and local
criminal justice agencies use the FBI’'s NICS
to conduct background checks on individuals
seeking to obtain firearms. Persons prohib-
ited by federal law from possessing firearms
include individuals who have domestic vio-
lence records that meet federal disqualifying
criteria. Under federal law, firearm dealers
may transfer a firearm to an individual if
the FBI has not made a proceed or denial de-
termination within 3 business days.

GAO was asked to review NICS checks in-
volving domestic violence records. This re-
port (1) describes the extent to which states
identify domestic violence records that pro-
hibit an individual from obtaining a firearm
and (2) evaluates the extent to which NICS
checks involving domestic violence records
are completed before firearm transfers take
place and any related challenges in com-
pleting these checks.

GAO reviewed laws and regulations; ana-
lyzed FBI data from 2006 through 2015 on do-
mestic violence records that states sub-
mitted to the FBI, FBI total checks and de-
nial determinations, and DOJ firearm re-
trieval actions; and interviewed officials
from DOJ and eight states (chosen based on
number of domestic violence records sub-
mitted to NICS and other factors). State
interview results are not generalizable but
provide insights on state practices.

What GAO Recommends

GAO recommends that FBI monitor the
timeliness of NICS checks to assist DOJ en-
tities in establishing priorities for improving
the timeliness of checks. FBI agreed with
the recommendation.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, this re-
port says that the General Account-
ability Office has found that between
the years 2006 and 2015, 89,000 people
have been blocked from purchasing
weapons who were not eligible to pur-
chase weapons because of their records.

But the report says that 6,800 others
were able to purchase firearms because
the 3-day limit expired before they had
the chance to complete the background
checks. That is what happened to those
nine souls at Emanuel AME Church
when the gentleman, if I might call
him that, who purchased a weapon and
murdered those nine people was not eli-
gible to purchase a weapon. He was
joined by 6,800 others.

Now, we have heard from people who
tell us—and this report says—that this
is the biggest contributor to domestic
violence. 6,800 people who have been
convicted of domestic violence were
able to go and purchase guns simply
because of this loophole.

We have been asking for years now
that the Centers for Disease Control be
authorized to go and study this issue to
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help better inform us on the impact of
gun violence, but this House has passed
prohibitive legislation that will not
allow funds to be used to do that study.

I don’t quite understand. Why is it
not proper for the Members of the
United States Congress to be equipped
with information that will allow us to
make better decisions about how to
protect the American people?

People who are guilty of domestic vi-
olence and have been proven in the
courts to be guilty ought to not be al-
lowed to go onto the Internet and pur-
chase a weapon. We have case after
case where these weapons were then al-
most immediately used to injure,
maim, and, in some instances, Kkill
wives, spouses, and children because of
this loophole.

I would have hoped that after June 17
of last year that we would come to our
senses in this body and close this loop-
hole, but tomorrow evening we are
going to once again draw attention to
this loophole because the American
people are deserving of being protected
by those of us who are elected to pro-
tect them, secure them, and to make
sure that they can live out their lives
in security.

——

ALL EDUCATION IS CAREER
EDUCATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Cos-
TELLO of Pennsylvania). The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentlewoman from North
Carolina (Ms. FoxXx) for 5 minutes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, for far too
long there has been a discrepancy in
what students are learning in the class-
room and what employers say they
need in the workplace. The passage of
the bipartisan Workforce Innovation
and Opportunity Act in 2014 was an im-
portant step for the millions of Ameri-
cans who are looking for work and for
the employers who have job opportuni-
ties that remain unfilled due to the
skills gap. However, great jobs are still
going unfilled. Americans are still
missing out on rewarding careers, and
many businesses are still suffering.

The Carl D. Perkins Career and Tech-
nical Education Act has provided Fed-
eral support to State and local career
and technical education programs for
more than 30 years. H.R. 5587, the
Strengthening Career and Technical
Education for the 21st Century Act, up-
dates the law to reflect today’s eco-
nomic needs and the challenges that
students and workers currently face.

In particular, I am pleased that the
bill streamlines the number of per-
formance measures for postsecondary
programs and aligns them with the per-
formance measures in WIOA, retaining
that law’s precedent-setting account-
ability standards that let taxpayers
and lawmakers see clearly which pro-
grams work and which programs don’t.
This bipartisan bill goes a long way to-
ward ensuring that individuals who
pursue a technical education have the
knowledge and skills they need to suc-
ceed.
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