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I commend everyone involved in
Fireball Run for their selfless efforts in
raising awareness for this important
issue, and I wish them the best of luck
and safety as their journey begins on
Friday.

————

COMMEMORATING 100TH BIRTHDAY
OF EASTERN STATES EXPOSITION

(Mr. NEAL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commemorate the 100th anniversary
of the Eastern States Exposition held
annually in West Springfield, Massa-
chusetts. Founded in 1916, the Eastern
States Exposition, more affectionately
known as ‘“The Big E,” for a century
has been a showcase for what all six
New England States have to offer.
Starting last Friday and running for a
total of 17 days, this celebration will
play host to hundreds of agricultural
and livestock displays, thousands of
food and craft vendors, and will wel-
come over 1 million visitors through
its duration.

Mr. Speaker, there is no denying that
The Big E is woven into the culture of
western Massachusetts. Furthermore,
it is a driving force behind the regional
tourism economy.

I wish to congratulate Eastern States
Chairman Donald Chase, President Eu-
gene Cassidy, and the many staff and
volunteers on the work done in prepa-
ration for this centennial celebration.
May this year stand as a testament to
the next 100 years. Congratulations
from the United States of America.

———

NATIONAL ESTUARY WEEK

(Mr. POSEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, this week
we recognize National Estuary Week, a
week dedicated to raising awareness of
the importance of our Nation’s estu-
aries.

The Eighth District of Florida is
home to the Indian River Lagoon, one
of the most diverse estuaries in North
America and the world. Stretching 156
miles along Florida’s east coast, our la-
goon is a sanctuary for nearly 4,000 spe-
cies of wildlife, an economic engine for
our community, and an invaluable rec-
reational and educational resource for
residents and visitors. Since estuaries
are places where freshwater mixes with
saltwater, preserving the delicate bal-
ance is as critical as it can be difficult.

Many estuaries, including our la-
goon, are experiencing challenges like
harmful algae blooms, declines in sea
grass, and invasive species. These
threats require our immediate atten-
tion.

This week, millions of Americans
will show their commitment to our es-
tuaries through volunteer efforts. We
all have a role to play in caring for our
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environment. It is a matter of aware-
ness and of action.

CONDEMNING RESTRICTIVE
VOTING LAWS

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, Congress
is about to go home for the most im-
portant event in any democracy: the
November 8 elections. We will leave a
cloud over our democracy in failing to
update the 1965 Voting Rights Act, rec-
ommended by the Supreme Court,
when it struck down section 4 requir-
ing Federal preclearance of State laws
with a history of discrimination.

My resolution, H. Res. 846, con-
demning restrictive voting laws, docu-
ments that no sooner was preclearance
overturned than States galloped to
pass new onerous voting restrictions.
So unconstitutional were these laws
that not only in southern States but
also, even without the preclearance
process, they have been struck down in
four States: Texas, North Carolina,
Wisconsin, and Ohio.

Seldom has Congress had so much
real-time evidence of the need to renew
legislation. The evidence is a virtual
mandate for Congress to make history
again and update our democracy by up-
dating the Voting Rights Act.

————

UNSUSTAINABLE OVERTIME RULE

(Mr. HARDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, we have
heard from countless small businesses,
colleges and universities, nonprofits,
and the public sector that the recent
Department of Labor’s overtime rule
change is not sustainable.

In a few short months, employers
will be forced to accept a 100 percent
increase in the salary threshold. This
rule has the potential to result in the
unintended consequences that impact
an employee’s hours being reduced, em-
ployees being switched to hourly status
and thus a reduction in benefits, or
worse.

This change has the potential to dev-
astate many businesses and their em-
ployers. With our country still slogging
through a recovery, such a dramatic
increase is misguided and ill-advised.

Mr. Speaker, the House has held mul-
tiple hearings, we have authored var-
ious letters, and legislation has been
drafted on the rule. It must not go into
effect as planned this year.

————

RECOGNIZING LIFE AND LEGACY
OF JAMES O’NEILL

(Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the life and legacy of the late
James O’Neill. James was a giant in
the law enforcement community in my
home district in the Hudson Valley. We
lost him suddenly on Sunday, July 17,
at the age of 59, of an apparent heart
attack. On that day, though, we didn’t
just lose a friend but we also lost a fa-
ther, a husband, and an icon in the New
York City and Putnam County police
communities.

Jimmy was born and raised in the
Bronx. He was a graduate of Visitation
School and of Cardinal Hayes High
School. He joined the NYPD in 1979. He
lived a life devoted to service and dedi-
cated nearly 30 years to the New York
Police Department before retiring as a
detective and squad supervisor in 1999.
He went on to become a founding mem-
ber of the New York Shields and presi-
dent of the Fraternal Order of Police in
Putnam County.

He was an outspoken leader whose ef-
forts involved working with officers
suffering from mental and emotional
effects of serving in the force. He was
an icon in the police community, and
he was the consummate cop’s cop. He
not only devoted his own career as a
police officer and a detective to serving
others but, even after his retirement,
he devoted himself in so many ways to
helping other officers and their fami-
lies in times of need.

I want to send my personal condo-
lences to Jimmy’s wife, Kathy, and his
son, James, along with their dear
friends, Joanne Viola, Henry Primus,
John McCardle, and Paul Curtin, all of
whom have joined us here today. We
are honored by your presence.

The law enforcement community,
Hudson Valley, and New York have lost
one of their finest, and he will be sore-
ly missed. The beauty of Jimmy’s life
can be summed up by this: he loved his
family beyond all measure, gave all to
his friends and community, and was
the most humble and decent man any-
one can say they ever knew. His ab-
sence is a chasm that we will never fill.

———

STARBUCKS UPSTANDERS

(Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to thank
Starbucks and their new program
called the Upstanders series for recog-
nizing Baldwin Community Schools
and the Baldwin Promise.

The Upstanders series was created by
Starbucks to showcase uplifting Amer-
ican stories. I believe that Starbucks
found a uniquely inspiring story to tell
when they highlighted Baldwin, Michi-
gan.

Baldwin Community Schools was des-
ignated as a Michigan Promise Zone in
2009, meaning that every child who at-
tended school in Baldwin has a tuition-
free path to a college education. Earn-
ing this designation took commitment
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and sacrifice from the entire Baldwin
community. In order to be designated,
the village of Baldwin had to privately
fundraise over $100,000.

Baldwin looked within for those do-
nations, even though it is located in
Lake County, the 22nd poorest county
in the Nation, where more than 24 per-
cent of the residents live below the
poverty level. They not only hit their
goal, but they exceeded their goal. In
fact, they raised more than $160,000
than what the goal had been.

The people of Baldwin and their com-
mitment to their community, one an-
other, and, more importantly, future
generations truly is exemplified by this
story.

I would like to thank Starbucks
again for what they have done to high-
light that. This is really what commu-
nity in west Michigan is all about. I
want to thank them again for creating
this series and then recognizing Bald-
win and sharing that story with the
Nation.

——————

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION’S
NEW FRONTIERS

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the development of
new frontiers in the area of seismology
and the study of the Earth’s interior.
Most studies of seismic waves have
been limited to surface-based explo-
ration due to ease of installation. But
the NSF recently funded a dense, un-
derground, three-dimensional array of
13 high-sensitivity broadband
seismometers at the Homestake mine
in South Dakota.

This ambitious project will give rise
to new seismic data analysis tech-
niques and aid in the design of future
underground gravitational-wave detec-
tors, which will lead to breakthroughs
in seismic noise tomography. These
discoveries will have a broad range of
applications, ranging from medical di-
agnoses, detection of mineral and oil
deposits, and homeland security.

I commend the National Science
Foundation in their efforts to keep the
United States at the forefront of tech-
nical advancement and scientific
breakthroughs through its projects.

——————

HONORING TEXAS TECH
BASEBALL

(Mr. NEUGEBAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the 2016 Texas
Tech Red Raider baseball team. The
Red Raiders, led by Big 12 coach of
year, Tim Tadlock, capped off a tre-
mendous season in which they won the
Big 12 title and advanced to the College
World Series for the second time in the
past 3 years. This trip, they earned the
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program’s first-ever win in Omaha.
This team’s hard work was evident as I
watched their impressive run.

I want to highlight the contributions
of the senior class, a group who led
Tech to 149 wins since 2013. Several of
these players have moved on to profes-
sional baseball careers, and we wish all
of them the best in their future endeav-
ors. This team ended the year ranked
number 4 nationally, Tech’s highest
ranking in school history. I am espe-
cially proud of the way these young
men carried themselves in victory and
defeat.

Under the guidance of Coach Tadlock
and his staff, next year’s team should
be well positioned to carry on Tech’s
recent baseball success.

Red Raider nation and I thank you
for the way you represented the univer-
sity.

———
0 1230

VETERAN SUICIDE PREVENTION
MONTH

(Mrs. BUSTOS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
commemorate Veteran Suicide Preven-
tion Month.

Today, after more than a decade of
war, a new generation of veterans is
facing real challenges. No man or
woman who has sacrificed so much for
our country should return home feeling
alone or feeling like there is nowhere
to turn. Far too often, that is the re-
ality in which our veterans live. In
fact, every single day, 20 veterans com-
mit suicide.

During the last decade, nearly a third
of veterans treated at VA medical cen-
ters had been diagnosed with PTSD. We
have to do better. That is why I was
proud to be a cosponsor of the Clay
Hunt Suicide Prevention Act last year
to increase resources for veterans and
improve oversight of the VA.

I am working closely with veterans
service organizations in our district to
ensure that all veterans receive the
high-quality care that they have
earned and deserve. This month, it is
my hope that our awareness can finally
turn into meaningful action for our
veterans.

————

MISGUIDED OVERTIME RULE

(Mr. BUCSHON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong opposition to the De-
partment of Labor’s misguided over-
time rule because it will undoubtedly
harm Hoosier small businesses, non-
profits, universities, and the jobs they
support.

We all agree our Nation’s overtime
rules should be updated; however, this
administration has proposed a rule
that will stifle job growth, limit oppor-
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tunity, and lead to less hours and flexi-
bility for Hoosier workers.

The director of an Indiana-based non-
profit that aids individuals with phys-
ical and mental disabilities recently
said the new rule will have dire con-
sequences for the organization’s work-
ers. That is why I am proud to support
H.R. 4773 and H.J. Res. 95, to stop im-
plementation of this rule, and I urge
my colleagues to do the same.

LET’S PASS A CLEAN ZIKA
FUNDING BILL

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, 19,000
and counting, that is the number of
people with confirmed cases of Zika in
America so far; 1,800 and counting, the
number of pregnant women in the U.S.
with confirmed cases of Zika so far; 17
and counting, the number of babies
born with birth defects related to the
Zika virus so far; 6 months and count-
ing, that is how long ago President
Obama asked Congress to do its job and
provide supplemental funding to com-
bat the virus.

Mr. Speaker, how many more Ameri-
cans must suffer before the House Re-
publicans realize that the health of our
families matters more than politics?
How many more pregnant women must
receive the devastating news they have
contracted the virus before the GOP
leadership stops playing games with
American lives?

Instead of heeding the pleas of the
CDC, public health experts, and the
medical community, House Repub-
licans revealed their true priorities
when they decided to hold Zika funding
hostage over women’s health care and
the Confederate flag.

That is just wrong, Mr. Speaker.
Let’s protect pregnant women. Let’s
save vulnerable infants. Let’s pass a
clean Zika funding bill.

———
THERE IS A MASS KILLING

(Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, our Nation is witness to a si-
lent mass killing every day this year.
This year, more than 250,000 Americans
have lost their lives so far, but the pub-
lic never knew it. It has never been on
the front page of The New York Times
or The Washington Post, and it is not
discussed on CNN or FOX.

Tomorrow, this mass killing will con-
tinue. And every day we allow it, over
900 more will die. With 100 days left
this year, nearly 100,000 American lives
are on the line unless we take imme-
diate action.

As we sit and watch this tragedy
from our comfortable offices, I wonder
if my colleagues have statements pre-
pared for the thousands of parents and
siblings and friends who lost or will
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