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bigoted he would not let Sonny have 
the license to open his restaurant, that 
is how he got involved in politics. He 
found out who hired and fired the city 
manager—it was the mayor—so he ran 
for mayor, and the first thing he did 
was fire the abusive city manager. 
That is how a Republic system is sup-
posed to work. It is a form of democ-
racy, not a pure democracy, so that we 
can have ex post facto laws, and we can 
keep people from having their conduct 
criminalized after they committed it. 

But we have got to hit the ground 
running at the first of the year and 
start the process of trying to heal 
America. President Obama did not 
make the school system better; he 
made matters worst. 

We had a voucher program here in 
D.C. that minority kids—actually, it is 
the minorities are a majority here; mi-
nority elsewhere. These poor kids were 
suffering from a broken school system 
that had more than enough money to 
properly educate the kids, but kids 
were the victims of the bureaucracy. 

What else has this Justice Depart-
ment done? Well, they have gone 
around and started up racial tensions 
where there shouldn’t have been. They 
stirred up rumors that, for example, if 
you are a Black young man in Amer-
ica, you are 20 times more likely to be 
shot than if you are a White person in 
America of that same age, which is 
simply not true. 

We saw in different parts of the coun-
try when we had a Black mayor or a 
Black police chief, he was not a racist, 
was not out to harm Blacks in Amer-
ica, but try to do justice by them. They 
ultimately found in most cases that 
had been brought, actually, the police 
were justified in what they were doing. 

Since police are composed of human 
beings, there are going to be some rot-
ten apples. When I was a judge, I saw 
one every now and then—very, very 
rarely. But every now and then you 
did. And I would contend, from my ex-
perience handling thousands of felony 
cases, that the law enforcement offi-
cers I dealt with have a much tinier 
percentage of problems than the gen-
eral population of America. When we 
find a police officer who is abusive, who 
is problematic, he or she should be pun-
ished. 

But after 9/11, America was jarred 
awake for the first time in decades and 
really began again to appreciate the 
job law enforcement officers have done 
for us to keep the peace, to allow us 
not to be beat up by a bigger bully on 
our block, but allow the law to be en-
forced more equally and fairly. It is 
never perfect. There is always room for 
improvement. 

People began to appreciate our first 
responders without contempt because 
they were stopping traffic. And they 
began to appreciate our military more 
because it was willing to go lay down 
their lives for their friends, for the peo-
ple in this country, which Jesus said 
was the greatest love. And he abso-
lutely knew. He laid down his life for 
us. 

But in the last 8 years, we have be-
come so racially divided. 

The regret I have from going back to 
Mount Pleasant is how choked up I got 
going back to my old high school that 
was so good to me, did such a great 
job—public-school educating me, my 
brothers, my sister. I loved Coach 
Willie Williams, and I saw him after so 
long and got a hug that just touched 
deeply. Somebody said: Did you take a 
picture? 

I didn’t even think about a picture. I 
wasn’t thinking picture. Here was a 
man that coached me, who would not 
put up with anybody using race. It 
didn’t matter to Coach Williams. He 
expected us to perform. I wish I had 
gotten a picture. I have got to do that. 
What a great man. 

Well, unfortunately, we have other 
information. There was a damning De-
partment of Homeland Security report 
that exposed the administration’s 
claim that as many as 81 percent of 
people attempting to cross the border 
illegally were apprehended from the 
port. We found out that actually it is 
not anything like 81 percent. It may be 
more like 54 percent. 

Shockingly, the report’s authors find 
that the estimated apprehension rate 
between ports of entry in 2005 was only 
36 percent—and that was 2005. It has 
not gotten better, even though tricks 
of adjusting the statistics have gotten 
more multiplied. 

We have got to defend our Nation, we 
have got to enforce the law, we have 
got to get this country back to being a 
shining light on the hill, instead of one 
overwhelmed by people who want to 
violate our law. They don’t want to do 
it, but failing to enforce our borders 
will eliminate our ability to be the 
most generous country when it comes 
to visas and legal entry. 

No other countries are massively 
larger in size—geographically in size or 
populationwise. No one awards more 
visas than we do—over 1 million. Yet, 
that will end up coming to an end with 
the failure to enforce the law. Particu-
larly, there were problems in the Bush 
administration, the Clinton adminis-
tration, the Bush administration be-
fore that, but it has just gone exponen-
tially crazy over this administration, 
and we have got to get it under con-
trol. 

One other thing: I continue to hear 
some in America say the days of the 
United States being a manufacturing 
powerhouse are over. Well, I know from 
history—and apparently Donald Trump 
knows from just his business in-
stincts—that if a strong country can-
not produce the things it needs to de-
fend itself and defend freedom, it will 
cease being a free country after the 
next significant conflict. It is just a 
fact. 

The Battle of the Bulge, so many 
don’t realize, even as late as that oc-
curred in World War II, it had a good 
shot of prevailing and driving the Al-
lied forces from the bulge in the middle 
out to the water’s edge. But one of the 

most fundamental problems was they 
ran out of fuel. 

Well, east Texas was the largest 
known reserve when it was discovered, 
and it provided plenty of oil. Our tanks 
had fuel, but, as we became more de-
pendent on other countries, that be-
came a problem. American ingenuity 
has allowed us to find more natural gas 
and more oil. Now we find out in west 
Texas natural gas is far cleaner, and I 
hope and pray, under Donald Trump, 
we will move to use more of that. 

If we don’t get back the factories— 
and we didn’t just lose them from the 
Rust Belt. I lost a lot of steel plants 
like Lufkin Industries. It got bought 
up by GE. They didn’t care about 
Lufkin. They weren’t going to sponsor 
any little-league teams. They didn’t 
care. They just bought them up, took 
their patents. They told me their head-
quarters for that operation was in 
Italy, over in the Mediterranean. This 
is a company that doesn’t pay us taxes, 
but the head of it is close friends with 
the President. 

Well, it is time we got back to manu-
facturing steel in America, steel pipe 
in America, manufacturing what we 
need to make tanks, planes, cars, and 
buses. Do that here. It is time we got 
back jobs to make paper. We have re-
newable resources here we quit using. 
They are not sequoias. They are not 
redwoods. They are pine trees. They 
grow back every 20 years. You can find 
pictures of places in east Texas where 
there were no trees, and yet, after the 
timber industry came in, they became 
forested again. 

We can become great again, but we 
have got to be more responsible. We 
have got to protect our borders from 
those who want to do us harm and vio-
late our laws. If we would do that, a 10- 
year-old little girl in my county would 
be alive today. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED 
Bills of the Senate of the following 

titles were taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 10. An act to provide for the consider-
ation of a definition of anti-Semitism for the 
enforcement of Federal antidiscrimination 
laws concerning education programs or ac-
tivities; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

S. 2058. An act to require the Secretary of 
Commerce to study the coverage gaps of the 
Next Generation Weather Radar of the Na-
tional Weather Service and to develop a plan 
for improving radar coverage and hazardous 
weather detection and forecasting; to the 
Committee on Science, Space and Tech-
nology. 

S. 3492. An act to designate the Traverse 
City VA Community-Based Outpatient Clinic 
of the Department of Veterans Affairs in 
Traverse City, Michigan, as the ‘‘Colonel 
Demas T. Craw VA Clinic’’; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 

reported and found truly enrolled bills 
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of the House of the following titles, 
which were thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 3471. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code to make certain improvements 
in the provision of automobiles and adaptive 
equipment by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. 

H.R. 5111. An act to prohibit the use of cer-
tain clauses in form contracts that restrict 
the ability of a consumer to communicate 
regarding the goods or services offered in 
interstate commerce that were the subject of 
the contract, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6297. An act to reauthorize the Iran 
Sanctions Act of 1996. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the 
following titles: 

S. 1808. An act to require the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to conduct a Northern 
Border threat analysis, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1915. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to make anthrax vac-
cines available to emergency response pro-
viders, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 1 o’clock and 10 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, Decem-
ber 5, 2016, at noon for morning-hour 
debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

7709. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Suspension of Community Eligibility; Mas-
sachusetts: Marshfield, Town of, Plymouth 
County [Docket ID: FEMA-2016-0002; Internal 
Agency Docket No.: FEMA-8453] received No-
vember 28, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

7710. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, Of-
fice of the Secretary, Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Violence Against 
Women Reauthorization Act of 2013: Imple-
mentation in HUD Housing Programs [Dock-
et No.: FR-5720-F-03] (RIN: 2501-AD71) re-
ceived November 28, 2016, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

7711. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, Of-
fice of the Secretary, Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, transmitting the 
Department’s Major final rule — Estab-
lishing a More Effective Fair Market Rent 
System; Using Small Area Fair Market 
Rents in the Housing Choice Voucher Pro-
gram Instead of the Current 50th Percentile 
FMRs [Docket No.: FR-5855-F-03] (RIN: 2501- 
AD74) received November 28, 2016, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 

Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

7712. A letter from the Counsel to the Di-
rector, Office of Hearings and Appeals, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting the 
Department’s final rules — Resource Agency 
Hearings and Alternatives Development Pro-
cedures in Hydropower Licenses [Docket No.: 
080220223-6961-03] (RINs: 0596-AC42, 1090-AA91, 
and 0648-AU01) received November 28, 2016, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

7713. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of 
Defense, transmitting a proposed Letter of 
Offer and Acceptance to Poland, Transmittal 
No. 16-72, pursuant to Sec. 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

7714. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary for Administration and Manage-
ment, Department of Labor, transmitting 
notification of the link to the Department’s 
FY 2014 and 2015 Inventory of Inherently 
Governmental Activities and of Commercial 
Activities, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 501 note; 
Public Law 105-270, Sec. 2(c)(1)(A); (112 Stat. 
2382); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

7715. A letter from the Administrator, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s Semiannual Report of the 
Office of the Inspector General for the period 
ending September 30, 2016, pursuant to Sec. 5 
of the Inspector General Act of 1978, as 
amended; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

7716. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, transmitting the Corpora-
tion’s interim final rule — Revision of the 
FDIC’s Freedom of Information Act Regula-
tions (RIN: 3064-AE53) received November 29, 
2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

7717. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Labor Relations Authority, transmitting the 
Authority’s FY 2016 Performance and Ac-
countability Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) 
(as amended by Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); 
(116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

7718. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Maritime Commission, transmitting the 
Commission’s Fiscal Year 2016 Performance 
and Accountability Report, pursuant to 31 
U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 
303(a)(1) (as amended by Public Law 107-289, 
Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

7719. A letter from the Chairwoman, Fed-
eral Trade Commission, transmitting the 
Commission’s Fiscal Year 2016 Agency Fi-
nancial Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) 
(as amended by Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); 
(116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

7720. A letter from the Chairman, National 
Endowment for the Arts, transmitting the 
Endowment’s Fiscal Year 2016 Agency Finan-
cial Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); 
Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended 
by Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 
2049); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

7721. A letter from the Chairman, Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Review Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s Fiscal 
Year 2016 Performance and Accountability 
Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Pub-
lic Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended by 
Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

7722. A letter from the Chairman, U.S. 
Merit Systems Protection Board, transmit-
ting the Board’s FY 2016 Agency Financial 
Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Pub-
lic Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended by 
Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

7723. A letter from the Chief, Forest Serv-
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmitting 
a proposal to accept a donation of approxi-
mately 3,323 acres of private land from the 
American River Conservancy, a California 
non-profit public benefit corporation, pursu-
ant to 16 U.S.C. 1135(a); Public Law 88-577, 
Sec. 6(a); (78 Stat. 896); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT (for himself and 
Mr. GRIJALVA): 

H.R. 6424. A bill to require the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology to es-
tablish a premise plumbing research labora-
tory, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology. 

By Mr. CRAWFORD (for himself, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Ms. SEWELL 
of Alabama, Mr. HARPER, Mr. 
PALAZZO, Mr. WESTERMAN, Mr. HILL, 
Mr. WOMACK, and Mr. ADERHOLT): 

H.R. 6425. A bill to provide the force and ef-
fect of law for certain regulations relating to 
the taking of double-crested cormorants to 
reduce depredation at aquaculture facilities 
and protect public resources; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. BUCK: 
H.R. 6426. A bill to amend title 5, United 

States Code, to provide for a 2 year prohibi-
tion on employment in a career civil service 
position for any former political appointee, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

By Mr. GARRETT (for himself, Mr. 
NEUGEBAUER, Mr. DUFFY, Mr. CAR-
NEY, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. MCHENRY, 
Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan, Mr. 
POLIQUIN, Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mr. HURT 
of Virginia, and Mr. LUETKEMEYER): 

H.R. 6427. A bill to improve the operation 
of United States capital markets, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services. 

By Ms. TITUS (for herself, Mr. BERA, 
Ms. HANABUSA, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. 
PETERSON, Mr. POCAN, Mr. CONYERS, 
Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. O’ROURKE, Mr. 
YARMUTH, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mrs. 
LOWEY, Ms. KUSTER, Ms. DELBENE, 
Ms. MCCOLLUM, Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN 
GRISHAM of New Mexico, Mr. 
KEATING, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Mr. 
NOLAN, Mrs. DINGELL, Ms. EDWARDS, 
Ms. FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. 
GARAMENDI, Mr. DEUTCH, Mrs. 
BUSTOS, Mr. COHEN, Ms. SLAUGHTER, 
Ms. MOORE, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, 
Ms. PINGREE, Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, Mr. NADLER, Ms. KAPTUR, 
Mr. MCGOVERN, and Ms. BONAMICI): 

H.R. 6428. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to limit Medicare part B 
premium increases for 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. BABIN (for himself, Mr. CON-
AWAY, Mr. FARENTHOLD, and Mr. WIL-
LIAMS): 
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