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EXECUTIVE REPORT OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive report of a
nomination was submitted:

By Mr. JOHNSON for the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

*Michael Joseph Missal, of Maryland, to be
Inspector General, Department of Veterans
Affairs.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. FLAKE (for himself, Mr. DUR-
BIN, and Mr. BOOKER):

S. 2449. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to remove limitations
on the ability of certain dual citizens from
participating in the Visa Waiver Program; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. JOHNSON, and Mr.
CARPER):

S. 2450. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to address administrative leave
for Federal employees, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. CRUZ:

S. 2451. A Dbill to designate the area be-
tween the intersections of International
Drive, Northwest and Van Ness Street,
Northwest and International Drive, North-
west and International Place, Northwest in
Washington, District of Columbia, as ‘‘Liu
Xiaobo Plaza’, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Mr. MORAN:

S. 2452. A bill to prohibit the use of funds
to make payments to Iran relating to the
settlement of claims brought before the
Iran-United States Claims Tribunal until
Iran has paid certain compensatory damages
awarded to United States persons by United
States courts; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

By Mr. PAUL:

S. 2453. A Dbill to consolidate duplicative
and overlapping Federal programs and re-
duce spending; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. PAUL (for himself, Mr. ENZI,
and Mr. SESSIONS):

S. 2454. A bill to limit the period of author-
ization of new budget authority provided in
appropriation Acts, to require analysis, ap-
praisal, and evaluation of existing programs
for which continued new budget authority is
proposed to be authorized by committees of
Congress, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Mr. CRUZ:

S. 2455. A bill to expand school choice in
the District of Columbia; to the Committee
on Finance.

By Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr.
RUBIO):

S. 2456. A bill to simplify and improve the
Federal student loan program through in-
come-contingent repayment to provide
stronger protections for borrowers, encour-
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age responsible borrowing, and save money

for taxpayers; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr.
THUNE, and Mrs. CAPITO):

S. 2457. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the exclusion for
employer-provided education assistance to
employer payments of student loans; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CARDIN:

S. 2458. A Dbill to amend section 217(a)(12) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act, relat-
ing to the restriction of the use of the Visa
Waiver Program for aliens who travel to cer-
tain countries; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. McCONNELL (for himself, Mr.
GRAHAM, Mr. COATS, Mr. HATCH, and
Mrs. ERNST):

S.J. Res. 29. A joint resolution to authorize
the use of United States Armed Forces
against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant and its associated forces; read the first
time.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. WYDEN,
and Mr. RISCH):

S. Res. 346. A resolution expressing opposi-
tion to the European Commission interpre-
tive notice regarding labeling Israeli prod-
ucts and goods manufactured in the West
Bank and other areas, as such actions under-
mine the Israeli-Palestinian peace process;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. MENENDEZ,
Ms. WARREN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. WAR-
NER, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. COONS):

S. Res. 347. A resolution honoring the
memory and legacy of Anita Ashok Datar
and condemning the terrorist attack in
Bamako, Mali, on November 20, 2015; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Mr.
SCHUMER):

S. Con. Res. 28. A concurrent resolution to
establish the Joint Congressional Committee
on Inaugural Ceremonies for the inaugura-
tion of the President-elect and Vice Presi-
dent-elect of the United States on January
20, 2017; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Mr.
SCHUMER):

S. Con. Res. 29. A concurrent resolution to
authorize the use of the rotunda and Eman-
cipation Hall of the Capitol by the Joint
Congressional Committee on Inaugural Cere-
monies in connection with the proceedings
and ceremonies conducted for the inaugura-
tion of the President-elect and the Vice
President-elect of the United States; consid-
ered and agreed to.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 383

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 383, a bill to provide for Indian
trust asset management reform, and
for other purposes.

S. 428

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 428, a bill to amend titles
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XIX and XXI of the Social Security Act
to provide for 12-month continuous en-
rollment under Medicaid and the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program, and
for other purposes.
S. 551
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S.
5561, a bill to increase public safety by
permitting the Attorney General to
deny the transfer of firearms or the
issuance of firearms and explosives li-
censes to known or suspected dan-
gerous terrorists.
S. 624
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 624, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
waive coinsurance under Medicare for
colorectal cancer screening tests, re-
gardless of whether therapeutic inter-
vention is required during the screen-
ing.
S. 720
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 720, a bill to promote en-
ergy savings in residential buildings
and industry, and for other purposes.
S. 859
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 859, a bill to protect the public,
communities across America, and the
environment by increasing the safety
of crude oil transportation by railroad,
and for other purposes.
S. 1061
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1061, a bill to improve the
Federal Pell Grant program, and for
other purposes.
S. 1473
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1473, a bill to authorize the ap-
propriation of funds to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention for
conducting or supporting research on
firearms safety or gun violence preven-
tion.
S. 1567
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1567, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to provide for a re-
view of the characterization or terms
of discharge from the Armed Forces of
individuals with mental health dis-
orders alleged to affect terms of dis-
charge.
S. 1766
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1766, a bill to direct the Secretary of
Defense to review the discharge char-
acterization of former members of the
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Armed Forces who were discharged by
reason of the sexual orientation of the
member, and for other purposes.
S. 1885
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1885, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to improve the
provision of assistance and benefits to
veterans who are homeless, at risk of
becoming homeless, or occupying tem-
porary housing, and for other purposes.
S. 1890
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) and the Senator
from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM)
were added as cosponsors of S. 1890, a
bill to amend chapter 90 of title 18,
United States Code, to provide Federal
jurisdiction for the theft of trade se-
crets, and for other purposes.
S. 1911
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1911, a bill to imple-
ment policies to end preventable ma-
ternal, newborn, and child deaths glob-
ally.
S. 2144
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2144, a bill to improve the
enforcement of sanctions against the
Government of North Korea, and for
other purposes.
S. 2185
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2185, a bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in recogni-
tion of the fight against breast cancer.
S. 2236
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
LEE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2236, a bill to provide that silencers be
treated the same as long guns.
S. 2271
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2271, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide
credits for the production of renewable
chemicals and investments in renew-
able chemical production facilities, and
for other purposes.
S. 2292
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2292, a bill to reform laws
relating to small public housing agen-
cies, and for other purposes.
S. 2311
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 2311, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to authorize
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the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, acting through the Adminis-
trator of the Health Resources and
Services Administration, to make
grants to States for screening and
treatment for maternal depression.
S. 2322
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2322, a bill to amend the
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to
provide that over-the-road bus drivers
are covered under the maximum hours
requirements.
S. 2426
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
names of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOzZMAN), the Senator from Wis-
consin (Ms. BALDWIN) and the Senator
from South Dakota (Mr. THUNE) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2426, a bill to
direct the Secretary of State to de-
velop a strategy to obtain observer sta-
tus for Taiwan in the International
Criminal Police Organization, and for
other purposes.
S. 2429
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BoOzZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2429, a bill to require a report
on the military dimensions of Iran’s
nuclear program and to prohibit the
provision of sanctions relief to Iran
until Iran has verifiably ended all mili-
tary dimensions of its nuclear pro-
gram, and for other purposes.
S. 2434
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from Nebraska (Mrs.
FISCHER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2434, a bill to provide that any execu-
tive action that infringes on the pow-
ers and duties of Congress under sec-
tion 8 of article I of the Constitution of
the United States or on the Second
Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States has no force or effect,
and to prohibit the use of funds for cer-
tain purposes.
S. 2438
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2438, a bill to amend titles
XI and XIX of the Social Security Act
to establish a comprehensive and na-
tionwide system to evaluate the qual-
ity of care provided to beneficiaries of
Medicaid and the Children’s Health In-
surance Program and to provide incen-
tives for voluntary quality improve-
ment.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. McCCONNELL (for himself,
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. COATS, Mr.
HATCH, and Mrs. ERNST):

S.J. Res. 29. A joint resolution to au-
thorize the use of United States Armed
Forces against the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant and its associated
forces; read the first time.
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Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the text of
the joint resolution be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the joint resolution was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD, as follows:

S.J. REs. 29

Whereas the terrorist organization referred
to as the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant and various other names (referred to in
this joint resolution as “ISIL’’) has been sys-
tematically targeting, kidnapping, and kill-
ing innocent men, women, and children
throughout Iraq and Syria, continues to ex-
pand its terror influence, and is responsible
for recent attacks in Egypt, Lebanon, Tuni-
sia, and France;

Whereas foreign fighters, undeterred by
the more than 60-nation coalition operating
against ISIL, continue to join the ranks of
ISIL with the goal of establishing a caliph-
ate;

Whereas, on June 19, 2014, President
Barack Obama stated that “ISIL poses a
threat to the Iraqi people, to the region, and
to U.S. interests’’;

Whereas, on August 19, 2014, ISIL released
a video of the beheading of an American
journalist, James Foley, and threatened to
kill more Americans;

Whereas, on September 2, 2014, ISIL re-
leased a second video, of the beheading of an
Israeli-American journalist, Steven Sotloff,
and again threatened to kill more;

Whereas a Central Intelligence Agency as-
sessment in September 2014 estimated that
ISIL can muster as many as 31,500 fighters in
Syria and Iraq alone;

Whereas, on November 16, 2014, ISIL re-
leased yet another video of militant ‘‘Jihadi
John” standing over the severed head of
former Army Ranger Peter Kassig;

Whereas Master Sergeant Joshua Wheeler,
a member of a United States Special Forces
operations team, was killed during a daring
raid on an ISIL stronghold in Iraq to rescue
70 prisoners who were slated to be executed;

Whereas American hostage Kayla Mueller,
a 26-year-old female, was kidnapped and re-
peatedly raped for almost 18 months by the
leader of ISIL, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi;

Whereas, on November 13, 2015, ISIL car-
ried out a coordinated attack on Paris,
France, killing more than 129 people from at
least 14 different countries, including Amer-
ican student Nohemi Gonzalez;

Whereas, on November 16, 2015, Central In-
telligence Agency Director Brennan warned,
following ISIL’s horrific terrorist in Paris,
that the attack was likely ‘‘not the only op-
eration that ISIL has in the pipeline’’;

Whereas, on August 18, 2014, Pope Francis
said that the international community
would be justified in stopping ISIL;

Whereas, on August 21, 2014, former Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General
Dempsey stated that ISIL ‘“‘has an apoca-
lyptic, end-of-days strategic vision and
which will eventually have to be defeated’’;

Whereas, on September 16, 2014, former
Secretary of Defense Hagel testified before
the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate that ““if left unchecked, ISIL will di-
rectly threaten our homeland and our al-
lies”’;

Whereas, on September 17, 2014, during a
hearing of the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate, Secretary of State Kerry
stated that “ISIL must be defeated. Period.
End of story.”’;

Whereas, on March 13, 2015, Central Intel-
ligence Agency Director Brennan stated,
“ISIL is well-armed and well-financed. Its
fighters are disciplined, committed, and bat-
tle-hardened. Left unchecked, the group
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