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(Mr. BENNET) and the Senator from
Wyoming (Mr. ENZI) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2219, a bill to require the
Secretary of Commerce to conduct an
assessment and analysis of the outdoor
recreation economy of the TUnited
States, and for other purposes.
S. 2448
At the request of Mr. COONS, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2448, a bill to provide for the appoint-
ment of additional Federal bankruptcy
judges, and for other purposes.
S. 2487
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2487, a bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to identify
mental health care and suicide preven-
tion programs and metrics that are ef-
fective in treating women veterans as
part of the evaluation of such programs
by the Secretary, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2595
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2595, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to perma-
nently extend the railroad track main-
tenance credit.
S. 2598
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2598, a bill to require the
Secretary of the Treasury to mint
coins in recognition of the 60th anni-
versary of the Naismith Memorial Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame.
S. 2679
At the request of Mr. McCAIN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2679, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to establish within
the Department of Veterans Affairs a
center of excellence in the prevention,
diagnosis, mitigation, treatment, and
rehabilitation of health conditions re-
lating to exposure to burn pits.
S. 2702
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name
of the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. COT-
TON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2702, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow individuals
with disabilities to save additional
amounts in their ABLE accounts above
the current annual maximum contribu-
tion if they work and earn income.
S. 2707
At the request of Mr. ScoTT, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH), the Senator from Nebraska
(Mrs. FISCHER), the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. BOOZMAN), the Senator
from Montana (Mr. DAINES), the Sen-
ator from Alabama (Mr. SESSIONS) and
the Senator from Indiana (Mr. COATS)
were added as cosponsors of S. 2707, a
bill to require the Secretary of Labor
to nullify the proposed rule regarding
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defining and delimiting the exemptions
for executive, administrative, profes-
sional, outside sales, and computer em-
ployees, to require the Secretary of
Labor to conduct a full and complete
economic analysis with improved eco-
nomic data on small businesses, non-
profit employers, Medicare or Medicaid
dependent health care providers, and
small governmental jurisdictions, and
all other employers, and minimize the
impact on such employers, before pro-
mulgating any substantially similar
rule, and to provide a rule of construc-
tion regarding the salary threshold ex-
emption under the Fair Labor Stand-
ards Act of 1938, and for other purposes.
S. 2708

At the request of Mr. COTTON, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. SASSE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2708, a bill to provide for the ad-
mission to the United States of up to
10,000 Syrian religious minorities as
refugees of special humanitarian con-
cern in each of the fiscal years 2016
through 2020.

S. 2756

At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs.
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2756, a bill to impose sanctions with re-
spect to Iranian persons responsible for
knowingly engaging in significant ac-

tivities undermining cybersecurity,
and for other purposes.
S. 2765

At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2765, a bill to provide for the
overall health and well-being of young
people, including the promotion of
comprehensive sexual health and
healthy relationships, the reduction of
unintended pregnancy and sexually
transmitted infections (STIs), includ-
ing HIV, and the prevention of dating
violence and sexual assault, and for
other purposes.

S. 2790

At the request of Mr. PAUL, his name
was added as a cosponsor of S. 2790, a
bill to provide requirements for the ap-
propriate Federal banking agencies
when requesting or ordering a deposi-
tory institution to terminate a specific
customer account, to provide for addi-
tional requirements related to sub-
poenas issued under the Financial In-
stitutions Reform, Recovery, and En-
forcement Act of 1989, and for other
purposes.

S. 2794

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2794, a bill to establish a
process for the submission and consid-
eration of petitions for temporary duty
suspensions and reductions, and for
other purposes.

S. 2838

At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
names of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) and the Senator from
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) were
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added as cosponsors of S. 2838, a bill to
improve the HUBZone program.
S. 2843

At the request of Mr. NELSON, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY), the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW), the Senator
from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN), the
Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE), the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BRrROWN), the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET), the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the
Senator from Virginia (Mr. KAINE)
were added as cosponsors of S. 2843, a
bill to provide emergency supplemental
appropriations to address the Zika cri-
sis.

S. 2846

At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNSs) and the Senator from Ha-
waii (Ms. HIRONO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2846, a bill to amend the
Small Business Act to expand intellec-
tual property education and training
for small businesses, and for other pur-
poses.

S.J. RES. 33

At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 33, a joint resolution
providing for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by
the Department of Labor relating to
the definition of the term ‘‘fiduciary”’
and the conflict of interest rule with
respect to retirement investment ad-
vice.

S. RES. 349

At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
names of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SHELBY) and the Senator from
Alabama (Mr. SESSIONS) were added as
cosponsors of S. Res. 349, a resolution
congratulating the Farm Credit Sys-
tem on the celebration of its 100th an-
niversary.

AMENDMENT NO. 3861

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3861 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2028, a bill making appro-
priations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2016, and for
other purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. BURR (for himself, Mrs.
MCCASKILL, Mr. LEAHY, and Mr.
BLUNT):

S. 2854. A bill to reauthorize the Em-
mett Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime
Act of 2007; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, today I,
along with Senator LEAHY, Senator
MCCASKILL, and Senator BLUNT, will
introduce the reauthorization of the
Emmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights
Crime Act.
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To give a little bit of history for my
colleagues on this, this really stems
from 1955, and it was the summer of
1955 when a young 14-year-old left Chi-
cago, IL, and traveled to Mississippi to
visit relatives. While on that trip, he
made a grave mistake. He whistled at a
White woman. Because of that, Em-
mett Till was killed. The investigation
that resulted from his death cul-
minated in a 67-minute deliberation by
a jury that found both men and acquit-
ted them. Both individuals, Roy Bry-
ant and J.W. Milam confessed to the
murder in 1956. In our criminal justice
system, when you are found not guilty,
you can’t be retried. There was an in-
justice that was done. In this par-
ticular case, the injustice was done to
Emmett Till, a 14-year-old.

Without an understanding of how
many people might have been affected
by the same lack of justice applied
equally, there was a self-taught indi-
vidual that became an activist. His
name was Alvin Sykes. Alvin Sykes be-
came a civil rights advocate. He was a
cold case researcher. Through the frus-
tration of trying to get a bill to the
U.S. Senate that my good friend Tom
Coburn held up, Alvin Sykes did what
most people don’t do in this town.
Rather than hold a press conference to
talk about a civil rights bill, he called
Tom Coburn and said: I would like to
see you.

He sat down with Tom Coburn, and
Tom said: What is it you are trying to
do?

The two bonded at that point, and
they rewrote the bill to reflect what
Tom felt was the right legislative ap-
proach to create in this country—and
fund, I might add—an effort to look
back at all potential civil rights cases
that were pre-1969.

Since the bill’s passage, I think in
2008, the Department of Justice, along
with the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, along with local law enforcement,
has gone through 113 cases. I might add
that 15 are still open, and in one they
found a reason to convict an individual
in the year 2010 from a case pre-1969.

So let me say for my colleagues, we
will introduce a bill to reauthorize this
act. Why? Very simply, because just
last year, the Cold Case Justice Initia-
tive at Syracuse University identified
196 potential cases that weren’t caught
when the Justice Department and the
FBI looked at their cold case files.

Now, when Senator Coburn and Alvin
Sykes put this legislation together,
they funded the effort with a mere $13
million. With that $13 million, it cre-
ated an effort within the Justice De-
partment in the Civil Rights Division
and in the FBI. What we found is that
it is never too late to go back and fix
mistakes that you make.

So I will ask my colleagues at some
point in the not too distant future,
probably by unanimous consent, to
pass the Emmett Till Civil Rights
Crime Reauthorization Act of 2016.
What this does differently than what
the original piece of legislation did
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that Tom Coburn and Alvin Sykes
hammered out is that it reauthorizes
within the existing offices of the FBI
and the Department of Justice and it
more clearly delineates the responsi-
bility of the deputy crime chief of the
DOJ Civil Rights Division and provides
for a joint task force for enhanced col-
laboration. It eliminates the pre-1970
date, and says that if the law was ap-
plied unequally, it doesn’t matter when
it was, and we should look at it. It
eliminates the sunset provision on the
Emmett Till law.

This is a permanent piece of legisla-
tion, where the DOJ and FBI will con-
sult with civil rights organizations,
universities, and other entities to
reach out and pull in potentially any
other cases that should be reviewed. Of
course, it allows for the Department of
Justice to reopen certain cold cases
that merit a second review as nec-
essary, and it maintains the current
funding levels. It is a very worthy bill
to support.

As much as I would really like to
make my comments about Emmett
Till, I can fill in a number of poten-
tially different names. But the name I
want to come to the floor to talk about
is Alvin Sykes. Alvin Sykes is a self-
taught civil rights advocate, a person
who taught himself how to do these in-
vestigations into civil rights cases, a
guy who is passionate about trying to
bring justice to individuals who are no
longer here.

We are lobbied on Capitol Hill all the
time by people who have an interest—
it could be personal or it could be pro-
fessional—in a particular issue. Alvin
Sykes had nobody lobbying. They were
dead. Alvin Sykes saw a potential in-
justice in our judicial system and spent
a lifetime passionately pursuing how
he as one individual could make this
right.

This is a tremendous success story
about something that Congress has
done that is good. What we need to do
is extend the good work of Tom Coburn
and, more importantly, the passion of
Alvin Sykes to say that not only was
this needed then but it is needed now
and into the future.

So I come to you today to give you a
preview before this bill is presented
and to thank my cosponsors, Senator
LEAHY, Senator MCCASKILL, and Sen-
ator BLUNT, but more importantly, to
thank Alvin Sykes. Without Alvin
Sykes’ passion and commitment, this
injustice wouldn’t have been brought
to the attention of Tom Coburn, and
Tom Coburn wouldn’t have used his in-
credible passion to pass this bill origi-
nally.

It is my hope that we can make not
only Alvin Sykes proud of the work of
the Senate but that, in a small way, it
might send a message to those who are
related to Emmett Till and to the hun-
dreds of others who might have been
served an injustice and so that their
relatives can understand that they did
have value and that value is for oth-
ers—that they may not be exposed to
an injustice in the future.

S2461

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am
proud to be part of the bicameral and
bipartisan introduction for the Em-
mett Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crimes
Reauthorization Act of 2016. There has
been no stronger advocate on this bill
than my friend, JOHN LEWIS, and I am
proud to stand with him on this effort.
In 2008, we passed this bill to strength-
en the Federal Government’s ability to
investigate and prosecute unsolved
murders from the civil rights era. The
bill expires in fiscal year 2017, but it is
important that we reauthorize the bill
prior to its expiration so that the De-
partment of Justice can continue its
work on these unsolved cases, uninter-
rupted.

More than 60 years ago, Emmett Till,
a l4-year-old African-American teen-
ager, was brutally murdered, but no
one was ever punished for it. His death
was a pivotal—and tragic—moment in
the Civil Rights era, and it continues
to serve as a reminder that too many
families suffer from the unsolved mur-
ders of their loved ones during the civil
rights era without receiving justice.
The way to best serve these families is
to provide our Federal Government
with the tools it needs to investigate
these unsolved crimes, and to hope-
fully, bring some sense of closure for
these families. The bill we are intro-
ducing today does just that.

Since the bill’s passage in 2008, the
Justice Department and others have
been assisting families in their quest
for justice in resolving these unsolved
murders. Specifically, the Civil Rights
and Restorative Justice Project of
Northeastern University and the Cold
Case Justice Initiative at the Syracuse
University College of Law have both
served as invaluable resources and
guides for these families. I thank them
for their work on these cases, as well
as their input in improving this bill.
Besides reauthorizing the bill, we have
made some changes to address the
issues that the families and the organi-
zations have raised. This bill will im-
prove coordination between the various
law enforcement branches and the or-
ganizations involved; increase trans-
parency and accountability; and con-
tinue to resolve these cases without
concern of the legislation sunsetting.

I thank Congressman LEWIS for his
tireless work on behalf of the families
of these victims of unsolved murders
from the civil rights era. I also thank
Senator MCCASKILL of Missouri, Sen-
ator BURR of North Carolina, and Sen-
ator BLUNT of Missouri, who have
joined us in introducing this bipartisan
bill. T hope that Senators BURR and
BLUNT can convince the Republican
Chairman to move this bill through the
Judiciary Committee and Republican
Leadership to give this bill a vote on
the floor.

The road to justice can be long and
winding, but we must continue to do
our part to help these families obtain
justice and closure for their losses.
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 440—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE ABOUT THE IMPOR-
TANCE OF EFFECTIVE CIVIC AND
GOVERNMENT EDUCATION PRO-
GRAMS IN SCHOOLS 1IN THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 440

Whereas civic and government education is
essential to the preservation and improve-
ment of the constitutional government of
the United States;

Whereas civic and government education
programs foster understanding of the history
and principles of the constitutional govern-
ment of the United States, including prin-
ciples that are embodied in certain funda-
mental documents and speeches, such as the
Declaration of Independence, the Constitu-
tion of the United States, the Bill of Rights,
the Federalist Papers, the Gettysburg Ad-
dress, and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I
Have a Dream’ speech;

Whereas research shows that too few peo-
ple in the United States understand basic
principles of the constitutional government
of the United States, such as the natural
rights set forth in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the existence and functions of the
3 branches of the Federal Government,
checks and balances, and other concepts fun-
damental to informed citizenship;

Whereas, since the founding of the United
States, schools in the United States have
had a strong civic mission to prepare stu-
dents to be informed, rational, humane, and
involved citizens who are committed to the
values and principles of the constitutional
government of the United States;

Whereas a free society relies on the knowl-
edge, skills, and virtue of the citizens of the
society, particularly the individuals elected
to public office to represent the citizens;

Whereas, while many institutions help to
develop the knowledge and skills and shape
the civic character of people in the United
States, schools in the United States, includ-
ing elementary schools, bear a special and
historic responsibility for the development
of civic competence and civic responsibility
of students;

Whereas student learning is enhanced by
well-designed classroom civic and govern-
ment education programs that—

(1) incorporate instruction in government,
history, law, and democracy;

(2) promote discussion of current events
and controversial issues;

(3) link community service and the formal
curriculum; and

(4) encourage students to participate in
simulations of democratic processes; and

Whereas research shows that the knowl-
edge and expertise of teachers are among the
most important factors in increasing student
achievement: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) civic and government education is es-
sential to the well-being of the constitu-
tional government of the United States;

(2) comprehensive and formal instruction
in civic and government education would
provide students a basis for understanding
the rights and responsibilities of citizens in
the constitutional government of the United
States;
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(3) elementary and secondary schools in
the United States are encouraged to offer
courses on the history and theories of the
constitutional government of the United
States, using—

(A) innovative programs and curricula; or

(B) programs and curricula with a dem-
onstrated effectiveness in fostering civic
competence, civic responsibility, and a rea-
soned commitment to the fundamental val-
ues and principles underlying the constitu-
tional government of the United States; and

(4) all teachers of civics and government
are well served by having access to adequate
opportunities to enrich teaching through
professional development programs that en-
hance the capacity of teachers to provide ef-
fective civic and government education in
the classroom.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 441—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT, DURING PUBLIC
SERVICE RECOGNITION WEEK,
PUBLIC SERVANTS SHOULD BE
COMMENDED FOR THEIR DEDICA-
TION AND CONTINUED SERVICE
TO THE UNITED STATES

Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. CARPER, Mr. JOHNSON,
Mr. TESTER, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. PETERS,
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. COONS, Mr. BOOKER,
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. LEAHY,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. BROWN, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. KING, Ms.
MIKULSKI, and Mrs. SHAHEEN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 441

Whereas the week of May 1 through 7, 2016,
has been designated as ‘‘Public Service Rec-
ognition Week” to honor employees of the
Federal Government and State and local
governments and members of the uniformed
services;

Whereas Public Service Recognition Week
provides an opportunity to recognize and
promote the important contributions of pub-
lic servants and to honor the diverse men
and women who meet the needs of the United
States through work at all levels of govern-
ment and as members of the uniformed serv-
ices;

Whereas millions of individuals work in
government service, and as members of the
uniformed services, in every State, county,
and city across the United States and in hun-
dreds of cities abroad;

Whereas public service is a noble calling
involving a variety of challenging and re-
warding professions;

Whereas the ability of the Federal Govern-
ment and State and local governments to be
responsive, innovative, and effective depends
on the outstanding performance of dedicated
public servants;

Whereas the United States is a great and
prosperous country, and public service em-
ployees contribute significantly to that
greatness and prosperity;

Whereas the United States benefits daily
from the knowledge and skills of the highly
trained individuals who work in public serv-
ice;

Whereas public servants—

(1) defend the freedom of the people of the
United States and advance the interests of
the United States around the world;

(2) provide vital strategic support func-
tions to the Armed Forces and serve in the
National Guard and Reserves;

(3) fight crime and fires;

(4) ensure equal access to secure, efficient,
and affordable mail service;
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(5) deliver benefits under the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 301 et seq.), including ben-
efits under the Medicare program under title
XVIII of that Act (42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.);

(6) fight disease and promote better health;

(7) protect the environment and parks in
the United States;

(8) enforce laws guaranteeing equal em-
ployment opportunity and healthy working
conditions;

(9) defend and secure critical infrastruc-
ture;

(10) help the people of the United States re-
cover from natural disasters and terrorist at-
tacks;

(11) teach and work in schools and librar-
ies;

(12) develop new technologies and explore
the Earth, the Moon, and space to help im-
prove knowledge on how the world changes;

(13) improve and secure transportation sys-
tems;

(14) promote economic growth; and

(15) assist veterans of the Armed Forces;

Whereas members of the uniformed serv-
ices and civilian employees at all levels of
government—

(1) make significant contributions to the
general welfare of the United States; and

(2) are on the front lines in the fight to de-
feat terrorism and maintain homeland secu-
rity;

Whereas public servants work in a profes-
sional manner to build relationships with
other countries and cultures in order to bet-
ter represent the interests and promote the
ideals of the United States;

Whereas public servants alert Congress and
the public to government waste, fraud, and
abuse, and of dangers to public health;

Whereas the individuals serving in the uni-
formed services, as well as the skilled trade
and craft employees of the Federal Govern-
ment who provide support to their efforts—

(1) are committed to doing their jobs re-
gardless of the circumstances; and

(2) contribute greatly to the security of the
United States and the world;

Whereas public servants have bravely
fought in armed conflicts in the defense of
the United States and its ideals, and deserve
the care and benefits they have earned
through their honorable service;

Whereas public servants—

(1) have much to offer, as demonstrated by
their expertise and innovative ideas; and

(2) serve as examples by passing on institu-
tional knowledge to train the next genera-
tion of public servants; and

Whereas the week of May 1 through 7, 2016,
marks the 32nd anniversary of Public Service
Recognition Week: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of the week of
May 1 through 7, 2016, as ‘‘Public Service
Recognition Week’’;

(2) commends public servants for their out-
standing contributions to the United States
during Public Service Recognition Week and
throughout the year;

(3) salutes government employees, and
members of the uniformed services, for their
unyielding dedication to, and enthusiasm
for, public service;

(4) honors government employees and
members of the uniformed services who have
given their lives in service to their country;

(5) calls upon a new generation to consider
a career in public service as an honorable
profession; and

(6) encourages efforts to promote public
service careers at every level of government.

————
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3875. Ms. KLOBUCHAR submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
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