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SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 

SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. DURBIN, 
and Mr. REID): 

S. Res. 456. A resolution recognizing the 
100th anniversary of the founding of the 
American Federation of Teachers; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself, Mr. 
REID, Mr. TESTER, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
ALEXANDER, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. BURR, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. 
COATS, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. COONS, Mr. CORKER, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mr. COTTON, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, 
Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENZI, 
Mrs. ERNST, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. 
FISCHER, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. FRANKEN, 
Mr. GARDNER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. HATCH, 
Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. 
HELLER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHNSON, 
Mr. KAINE, Mr. KING, Mr. KIRK, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. LEE, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. MCCAIN, Mrs. MCCAS-
KILL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. MORAN, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. NELSON, Mr. PAUL, Mr. PERDUE, 
Mr. PETERS, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. REED, 
Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROUNDS, 
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SASSE, 
Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. SCOTT, 
Mr. SESSIONS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. 
SHELBY, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. 
TOOMEY, Mr. UDALL, Mr. VITTER, Mr. 
WARNER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. Res. 457. A resolution relative to the 
death of Conrad Ray Burns, former United 
States Senator for the State of Montana; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. LEE, 
Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. REID, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. BURR, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. 
COATS, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. COONS, Mr. CORKER, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mr. COTTON, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, 
Mr. DAINES, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. ENZI, Mrs. ERNST, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. 
FRANKEN, Mr. GARDNER, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, 
Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. 
HELLER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHNSON, 
Mr. KAINE, Mr. KING, Mr. KIRK, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mr. MCCAIN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Mr. MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. 
MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NELSON, 
Mr. PAUL, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. PETERS, 
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. REED, Mr. RISCH, 
Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO, 
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SASSE, Mr. SCHATZ, 

Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. SES-
SIONS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. SHELBY, 
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. 
TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. 
TOOMEY, Mr. UDALL, Mr. VITTER, Mr. 
WARNER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. Res. 458. A resolution relative to the 
death of Robert F. Bennett, former Senator 
of the State of Utah; considered and agreed 
to. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and 
Mr. ISAKSON): 

S. Res. 459. A resolution recognizing the 
importance of cancer research and the vital 
contributions of scientists, clinicians, cancer 
survivors, and other patient advocates across 
the United States who are dedicated to find-
ing a cure for cancer, and designating May 
2016, as ‘‘National Cancer Research Month’’ ; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 39 
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S. 39, 
a bill to provide that Members of Con-
gress may not receive pay after Octo-
ber 1 of any fiscal year in which Con-
gress has not approved a concurrent 
resolution on the budget and passed 
the regular appropriations bills. 

S. 71 
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the 

names of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) and the Senator from Utah 
(Mr. LEE) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 71, a bill to preserve open competi-
tion and Federal Government neu-
trality towards the labor relations of 
Federal Government contractors on 
Federal and federally funded construc-
tion projects. 

S. 174 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the name of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 174, a bill to end off-
shore tax abuses, to preserve our na-
tional defense and protect American 
families and businesses from dev-
astating cuts, and for other purposes. 

S. 282 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. SASSE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 282, a bill to provide taxpayers 
with an annual report disclosing the 
cost and performance of Government 
programs and areas of duplication 
among them, and for other purposes. 

S. 632 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 632, a bill to strengthen the 
position of the United States as the 
world’s leading innovator by amending 
title 35, United States Code, to protect 
the property rights of the inventors 
that grow the country’s economy. 

S. 689 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 689, a bill to provide pro-
tections for certain sports medicine 

professionals who provide certain med-
ical services in a secondary State. 

S. 901 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
901, a bill to establish in the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs a national 
center for research on the diagnosis 
and treatment of health conditions of 
the descendants of veterans exposed to 
toxic substances during service in the 
Armed Forces that are related to that 
exposure, to establish an advisory 
board on such health conditions, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1049 
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1049, a bill to allow the financ-
ing by United States persons of sales of 
agricultural commodities to Cuba. 

S. 1086 
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1086, a bill to establish an insurance 
policy advisory committee on inter-
national capital standards, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1302 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1302, a bill to amend the Family 
and Medical Leave Act of 1993 to pro-
vide leave because of the death of a son 
or daughter. 

S. 1352 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1352, a bill to increase Federal 
Pell Grants for the children of fallen 
public safety officers, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1390 
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1390, a bill to help provide relief to 
State education budgets during a re-
covering economy, to help fulfill the 
Federal mandate to provide higher edu-
cational opportunities for Native 
American Indians, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1500 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1500, a bill to clarify Congres-
sional intent regarding the regulation 
of the use of pesticides in or near navi-
gable waters, and for other purposes. 

S. 1555 
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1555, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal, collectively, to the 
Filipino veterans of World War II, in 
recognition of the dedicated service of 
the veterans during World War II. 

S. 1562 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 
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(Mr. MENENDEZ) and the Senator from 
North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1562, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
form taxation of alcoholic beverages. 

S. 1567 
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1567, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to provide for a re-
view of the characterization or terms 
of discharge from the Armed Forces of 
individuals with mental health dis-
orders alleged to affect terms of dis-
charge. 

S. 1651 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1651, a bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to repeal the Govern-
ment pension offset and windfall elimi-
nation provisions. 

S. 1679 
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1679, a bill to amend the Flood Disaster 
Protection Act of 1973 to require that 
certain buildings and personal property 
be covered by flood insurance, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1685 
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1685, a bill to direct the Federal 
Communications Commission to ex-
tend to private land use restrictions its 
rule relating to reasonable accommo-
dation of amateur service communica-
tions. 

S. 1709 
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1709, a bill to reduce risks 
to the financial system by limiting 
banks’ ability to engage in certain 
risky activities and limiting conflicts 
of interest, to reinstate certain Glass- 
Steagall Act protections that were re-
pealed by the Gramm-Leach-Bliley 
Act, and for other purposes. 

S. 1715 
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1715, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to mint coins in 
commemoration of the 400th anniver-
sary of the arrival of the Pilgrims. 

S. 1883 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from Delaware (Mr. 
COONS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1883, a bill to maximize discovery, and 
accelerate development and avail-
ability, of promising childhood cancer 
treatments, and for other purposes. 

S. 2021 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2021, a bill to prohibit 

Federal agencies and Federal contrac-
tors from requesting that an applicant 
for employment disclose criminal his-
tory record information before the ap-
plicant has received a conditional 
offer, and for other purposes. 

S. 2067 

At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2067, a bill to establish EURE-
KA Prize Competitions to accelerate 
discovery and development of disease- 
modifying, preventive, or curative 
treatments for Alzheimer’s disease and 
related dementia, to encourage efforts 
to enhance detection and diagnosis of 
such diseases, or to enhance the qual-
ity and efficiency of care of individuals 
with such diseases. 

S. 2100 

At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2100, a bill to prohibit the 
sale or distribution of tobacco products 
to individuals under the age of 21. 

S. 2348 

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2348, a bill to implement the use 
of Rapid DNA instruments to inform 
decisions about pretrial release or de-
tention and their conditions, to solve 
and prevent violent crimes and other 
crimes, to exonerate the innocent, to 
prevent DNA analysis backlogs, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2386 

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
the names of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Sen-
ator from Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2386, a bill to 
authorize the establishment of the 
Stonewall National Historic Site in the 
State of New York as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2540 

At the request of Mr. REID, the 
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
SCHATZ) and the Senator from Michi-
gan (Ms. STABENOW) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2540, a bill to provide ac-
cess to counsel for unaccompanied chil-
dren and other vulnerable populations. 

S. 2598 

At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN), the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) and the Senator 
from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 2598, a 
bill to require the Secretary of the 
Treasury to mint coins in recognition 
of the 60th anniversary of the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame. 

S. 2671 

At the request of Mr. NELSON, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
REID) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2671, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to establish rules 
for payment for graduate medical edu-

cation (GME) costs for hospitals that 
establish a new medical residency 
training program after hosting resident 
rotators for short durations. 

S. 2730 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2730, a bill to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal to the 23rd 
Headquarters Special Troops, known as 
the ‘‘Ghost Army’’, collectively, in rec-
ognition of its unique and incredible 
service during World War II. 

S. 2752 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2752, a bill to prohibit the 
facilitation of certain financial trans-
actions involving the Government of 
Iran or Iranian persons and to impose 
sanctions with respect to the facilita-
tion of those transactions, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2756 
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the 

names of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) and the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2756, a bill to impose 
sanctions with respect to Iranian per-
sons responsible for knowingly engag-
ing in significant activities under-
mining cybersecurity, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2772 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2772, a bill to eliminate 
the requirement that veterans pay a 
copayment to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to receive opioid antago-
nists or education on the use of opioid 
antagonists. 

S. 2791 
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2791, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide for the 
treatment of veterans who participated 
in the cleanup of Enewetak Atoll as ra-
diation exposed veterans for purposes 
of the presumption of service-connec-
tion of certain disabilities by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs. 

S. 2841 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2841, a bill to amend the 
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to 
prohibit oil-, gas-, and methane hy-
drate-related seismic activities in the 
North Atlantic, Mid-Atlantic, South 
Atlantic, and Straits of Florida plan-
ning areas of the outer Continental 
Shelf, and for other purposes. 

S. 2843 
At the request of Mr. NELSON, the 

names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
SCHATZ), the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) and the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. CARPER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2843, a bill to provide 
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emergency supplemental appropria-
tions to address the Zika crisis. 

S. 2849 
At the request of Mr. SASSE, the 

names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD), the Senator from Ari-
zona (Mr. FLAKE) and the Senator from 
Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2849, a bill to ensure the 
Government Accountability Office has 
adequate access to information. 

S. 2862 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2862, a bill to amend sec-
tion 3606 of title 18, United States 
Code, to grant probation officers au-
thority to arrest hostile third parties 
who obstruct or impede a probation of-
ficer in the performance of official du-
ties. 

S. 2866 
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2866, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to provide 
for the sharing of health information 
concerning an individual’s substance 
abuse treatment by certain entities. 

S. 2877 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2877, a bill to amend title 
32, United States Code, to specify the 
availability of certain funds provided 
by the Department of Defense to States 
for drug interdiction and counter-drug 
activities. 

S. 2880 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2880, a bill to prohibit, as an 
unfair and deceptive act or practice, 
commercial sexual orientation conver-
sion therapy, and for other purposes. 

S. 2882 
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2882, a bill to facilitate efficient 
State implementation of ground-level 
ozone standards, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2895 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2895, a bill to extend the civil 
statute of limitations for victims of 
Federal sex offenses. 

S. RES. 373 
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) and the Senator from 
North Dakota (Ms. HEITKAMP) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 373, a 
resolution recognizing the historical 
significance of Executive Order 9066 
and expressing the sense of the Senate 
that policies that discriminate against 
any individual based on the actual or 
perceived race, ethnicity, national ori-

gin, or religion of that individual 
would be a repetition of the mistakes 
of Executive Order 9066 and contrary to 
the values of the United States. 

S. RES. 381 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 381, a resolution honoring the 
memory and legacy of Michael James 
Riddering and condemning the ter-
rorist attacks in Ouagadougou, 
Burkina Faso on January 15, 2016. 

S. RES. 418 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 418, a resolution recognizing 
Hafsat Abiola, Khanim Latif, Yoani 
Sanchez, and Akanksha Hazari for 
their selflessness and dedication to 
their respective causes, and for other 
purposes. 

S. RES. 442 
At the request of Mr. CORKER, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 442, a resolution condemning the 
terrorist attacks in Brussels and hon-
oring the memory of the United States 
citizens murdered in those attacks, and 
offering thoughts and prayers for all 
the victims, condolences to their fami-
lies, resolve to support the Belgian peo-
ple, and the pledge to defend democ-
racy and stand in solidarity with the 
country of Belgium and all our allies in 
the face of continuing terrorist attacks 
on freedom and liberty. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. REID: 
S. 2903. A bill to award a Congres-

sional Gold Medal to former United 
States Senator Max Cleland; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the text of the bill 
be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2903 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Max Cleland 
Congressional Gold Medal Act of 2016’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Joseph Maxwell ‘‘Max’’ Cleland has 

demonstrated the highest degree of profes-
sionalism and has served as an inspiration to 
friends, family, veterans, and many others 
while dedicating his life to the public service 
of the United States. 

(2) Max Cleland began his career in public 
service when he joined the Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps as a young college student, 
went on active duty in the United States 
Army (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Army’’) in 1965 as a Second Lieutenant, and 
volunteered for service in Vietnam, rising to 
the rank of Captain. 

(3) The Army recognized Max Cleland with 
a Silver Star for his gallantry in action dur-

ing the Battle of Khe Sanh in April of 1968. 
According to the letter of commendation 
from the Army, ‘‘The President of the United 
States of America, authorized by Act of Con-
gress, July 8, 1918 (amended by act of July 25, 
1963), takes pleasure in presenting the Silver 
Star to Captain (Signal Corps) Joseph Max-
well Cleland, United States Army, for gal-
lantry in action while engaged in military 
operations involving conflict with an armed 
hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam.’’. 

(4) Max Cleland, a Battalion Signal Officer 
dispatched to set up a radio relay antenna, 
was severely wounded on the battlefield and, 
as a result, lost both of his legs and his right 
arm. Cleland would endure 18 months of ex-
tremely difficult rehabilitation and recovery 
at Walter Reed Army Medical Center and 
hospitals of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs (in this section referred to as ‘‘VA hos-
pitals’’) in Washington, DC. In 1969, Cleland 
testified before the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs of the Senate on the hardships faced 
by veterans returning home from war. 

(5) Upon returning to Georgia, Max Cleland 
was determined to continue his public serv-
ice and, in 1970, at the age of 28, was elected 
as the youngest Georgia State senator and 
helped pass legislation to make public facili-
ties accessible for veterans, older people, and 
individuals with disabilities. 

(6) Max Cleland later came to Washington, 
DC and joined the Senate Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs as a professional staff member, 
investigating VA hospitals across the coun-
try and the treatment of service members re-
turning from Vietnam. 

(7) In 1977, President Jimmy Carter named 
Max Cleland, then just 34 years old, the 
youngest ever individual, and first Vietnam 
veteran, to serve as Administrator of the 
Veterans Administration. As Administrator, 
Cleland helped create the ‘‘Vet Center’’ 
counseling program, which later expanded to 
300 facilities nationwide helping veterans 
and their families receive psychological care 
for post-traumatic stress disorders and other 
problems associated with warfare. 

(8) Following his term as Administrator of 
the Veterans Administration, Max Cleland 
returned to elective office in 1982 when he 
was elected as Secretary of State of the 
State of Georgia. As Secretary of State, 
Cleland implemented the National Voter 
Registration Act of 1993 (52 U.S.C. 20501 et 
seq.) in Georgia and added almost 1,000,000 
new voters to the rolls. 

(9) Max Cleland was elected to the United 
States Senate in 1996 and would go on to 
chair the Subcommittee on Personnel of the 
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate. 
In the Senate, Cleland was known for his 
work in expanding benefits for service mem-
bers and in improving veterans’ health care, 
education, and the environment. 

(10) After his service in the Senate, Max 
Cleland continued his distinguished career in 
public service by becoming a commissioner 
on the National Commission on Terrorist At-
tacks Upon the United States (commonly re-
ferred to as the ‘‘9/11 Commission’’) and later 
as a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Export-Import Bank of the United States. 

(11) In 2009, President Barack Obama 
named Max Cleland Secretary of the Amer-
ican Battle Monuments Commission. As Sec-
retary of the Commission, Cleland is charged 
with commemorating both the permanent 
cemeteries of the United States located in 
foreign countries and the military memo-
rials, monuments, and markers dem-
onstrating where members of the United 
States Armed Forces have served overseas 
since World War I. 

(12) In 2010, President Obama again called 
on Max Cleland to serve his country and 
Cleland again accepted. This time, Cleland 
agreed to serve as co-chair, and eventually 
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