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This week we have two more oppor-

tunities to protect victims. The first, 
contained in a provision within the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act, is 
the End Modern Slavery Initiative Act. 
This effort would address human traf-
ficking beyond our borders with tools 
to help end the scourge of modern slav-
ery worldwide. I thank Senator CORKER 
for his work on this measure. 

The second, the Adam Walsh Reau-
thorization Act, will bolster efforts to 
prevent future sexual assault crimes 
and help victims receive justice. We 
will pass that one today. 

One group dedicated to combating 
trafficking noted its strong support for 
this ‘‘vital’’ legislation, which it calls 
‘‘essential to the fight against child sex 
trafficking.’’ The Adam Walsh Reau-
thorization Act has also received the 
support of the Nation’s largest anti- 
sexual violence organization, RAINN, 
along with organizations such as the 
National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children. 

I have been involved with the Na-
tional Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children since its inception and have 
had the privilege of working closely 
with the organization over the years. 
Protecting children and bringing jus-
tice to victims have been top priorities 
of mine for many years. I have long 
worked with John Walsh, Adam’s fa-
ther, to advance efforts to do so. I sup-
ported the original Adam Walsh Child 
Protection and Safety Act in 2006 in 
order to enhance law enforcement’s 
ability to track sexual offenders and 
improve its information-sharing capa-
bilities and to support resources to aid 
in the apprehension of fugitives who 
commit these offenses. It is an impor-
tant law, but the authorization for it 
expired in 2011. 

It was disheartening to watch reau-
thorization legislation languish in the 
Senate and in the Judiciary Committee 
for years, but then Chairman GRASSLEY 
came along. Not only did he work to 
reauthorize the bill, he worked to 
make it stronger, with additional 
rights and protections for victims of 
sexual assault and human trafficking 
crimes. 

As he has done with other priorities, 
Chairman GRASSLEY realized the ur-
gency of moving this reauthorization 
forward and then worked diligently to 
advance it. It is just another example 
of his efforts to put the Judiciary Com-
mittee to work for the American peo-
ple. 

Under a new chairman, the Judiciary 
Committee has reported out some 30 
bills and has seen more than a dozen 
signed into law. Time and again, the 
committee has taken on important 
issues and worked toward real solu-
tions for our country. We saw a great 
example of that recently with Chair-
man GRASSLEY’s efforts to help combat 
the heroin and prescription opioid epi-
demic that is hurting so many commu-
nities across our country. States like 
mine have been especially impacted by 
this drug crisis. I appreciated the 

steadfast commitment of colleagues 
like Chairman GRASSLEY, along with 
key Senators like PORTMAN and 
AYOTTE, to address the issue and en-
sure Senate passage of the Comprehen-
sive Addiction and Recovery Act. 

Chairman GRASSLEY has worked hard 
to pass other pieces of legislation as 
well, such as a law to protect American 
innovation in the 21st century, for in-
stance, and the Justice for Victims of 
Trafficking Act that I mentioned ear-
lier. Without Chairman GRASSLEY’s 
commitment in committee and Sen-
ator CORNYN’s relentless efforts on the 
floor, that important trafficking bill 
would not have become law. So it is 
clear that Senator GRASSLEY has led 
the Judiciary Committee with a re-
newed focus on providing hope and pro-
viding a voice to those in need. We 
have just the latest examples of his 
commitment in the bill before us 
today. 

I commend Chairman GRASSLEY for 
his strong leadership, and I urge my 
colleagues to join me today in sup-
porting this important legislation. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARVIN SIMMS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
on one final matter, I want to close by 
saying a few words about Marvin 
Simms, who will be retiring from the 
Senate Recording Studio this month 
after three decades of service. 

Marvin was one of about a dozen 
original staffers brought on to help 
shoot the first ever live, gavel-to-gavel 
broadcast of the Senate floor. He has 
since become a real pro at capturing 
the best angles of this Chamber. For 
Marvin, getting there meant studying 
up on Senate procedure and teaching 
himself to instantly recognize a rotat-
ing cast of 100 different names and 
faces, an impressive feat in itself. His 
career includes a number of historical 
milestones, from Presidential inau-
gurations and gold medal ceremonies 
to Supreme Court nominations and the 
occasional all-night filibuster. I am 
told he is now looking forward to hav-
ing a little more time to focus on his 
family. 

On behalf of the entire Senate fam-
ily, I thank Marvin for his many years 
of dedicated public service and wish 
him well in his retirement. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

ZIKA VIRUS 

Mr. REID. Madam President, last 
Friday, as he should, President Obama 
gave the Nation an update on the fight 
against Zika, this virus that has be-
come such a difficult issue to face. 

Here are the facts, as outlined by 
President Obama and reported by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-

vention: As we speak, there are more 
than 500 confirmed cases of Zika in the 
continental United States. There are at 
least 800 confirmed cases of infection in 
Puerto Rico, and most experts believe 
the actual number is significantly 
higher. There are 279 pregnant women 
in the continental United States and 
territories who are being monitored for 
possible Zika infection. We have yet to 
confirm any local transmission from 
Zika-carrying mosquitoes in the conti-
nental United States. 

Remember, we have had an unseason-
ably cold spring. That means that a 
mosquito with Zika has not yet in-
fected anyone on the mainland. But the 
public health experts tell us that is 
going to change as soon as it warms up, 
and it is nearing the warmup time now. 
It is only when the warm weather hits 
that the mosquitoes become active, 
and they really become active. These 
pests are capable of transmitting Zika 
and are in 39 States. Residents of our 
Nation’s most populated cities—such 
as New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, 
and Houston—could be at risk of infec-
tion. 

This map says it all. There are some 
places where there is only one type of 
mosquito, and, of course, the worst is 
the blue, as shown on the map. But 
there are places where there is a mix-
ture of mosquitoes. 

There are two kinds of mosquitoes 
that cause a problem. It is spread to 
people primarily through the body of 
an infected mosquito. But look where 
it goes—from Maine to Texas, even 
reaching into Northern California, Las 
Vegas, and we see red up there, in 
Boulder, CO. So it is a concern, a real 
concern. 

For pregnant women, contracting 
Zika could mean devastating birth de-
fects for their children, as we know, 
with these tiny little heads and under-
developed brains and collapsed skulls. 

For others, the dangers of Zika range 
from possible nervous system disorders 
and potential paralysis to minor symp-
toms such as rashes and fever like the 
flu. This is the threat that Republicans 
in Congress have been ignoring for 
many months now. 

Back in February—we are fast ap-
proaching June. In February, President 
Obama sent an emergency appropria-
tions request to Congress for almost $2 
billion—$1.9 billion is the exact fig-
ure—to fight Zika. It wasn’t some 
number that he picked out of a hat. 
This is a figure that researchers, public 
health experts, and doctors explicitly 
requested, and $1.9 billion is what our 
country needs. That is the number that 
I support and Democrats support. Any-
thing less than that is simply not 
enough. 

Republicans did nothing in response 
to the President’s request, letting 
weeks and weeks go by as the number 
of infected Americans grew. Because of 
Republicans’ refusal to allocate Zika 
funding, President Obama had to act. 
He did the only thing he could do: He 
used $510 million in Ebola money to 
fight the spread of Zika. 
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It was 18 months ago that we were 

first hit with the Ebola scare. It was a 
scare—and rightfully so. We were pan-
icked about Ebola. Americans had been 
infected with this awful disease. But 
the only thing we could do was to do 
more to find out how we could stop it 
with a vaccine and with other treat-
ments. It takes money to do that. But 
to take more than half a billion dollars 
of Ebola money and fight the spread of 
Zika is taking from Peter to pay Paul. 

What choice did President Obama 
have? They were ignoring his pleas for 
help. Now that they can no longer ig-
nore Zika, Republicans in Congress are 
reluctantly going through the motions 
of providing funding. As my friend the 
Republican leader said, we have taken 
care of Zika here on the floor—how 
wrong, how misleading. The Senate 
agreed to provide $1.1 billion—about 
half of what President Obama re-
quested. But everyone knows that is 
not going to do the trick because that 
money is not going to be coming until 
sometime this fall. 

To make matters worse, the Senate- 
passed $1.1 billion package would do 
nothing to pay back the Ebola money. 
It would pay back a tiny fraction of the 
$510 million in Ebola funds that are so 
necessary to continue the work on 
Ebola. The Senate’s $1.1 billion is also 
wrapped up in the appropriations proc-
ess. 

Appropriations bills take months to 
get done. By the time it gets to the 
President’s desk, it will be fall. We will 
know by then how much damage has 
been done because of the Republicans’ 
inability and refusal to help us with 
that money. The American people 
should not have to wait that long. That 
is why Senate Democrats have repeat-
edly come to the floor and asked that 
we move to a Zika funding package as 
a stand-alone bill, separating from the 
very slow and tedious appropriations 
process. But each time, Republican 
leadership has objected. Senate Repub-
licans don’t want to expedite the issue. 
They would prefer that our response to 
Zika be wrapped up in a drawn-out ap-
propriations process. Our Nation can-
not afford the unnecessary delay. 

House Republicans could not even 
pass a budget. Now we are depending 
on them to pass an appropriations bill 
before we do anything on Zika. They 
don’t have a budget. These are the 
same House Republicans who last week 
passed legislation to give President 
Obama a third—$622 million—of what 
the President asked. In fact, it is a lit-
tle less than a third. Guess what. Guess 
where they are going to get that 
money. They are going to take it by 
raiding more Ebola money. Our Nation 
has spent the last 2 years fighting 
Ebola. But although we have been suc-
cessful in responding to Ebola, it re-
mains a threat. We do not have the 
ability to handle that disease. 

Last week, the White House reported 
that CDC officials in West Africa are 
processing 10,000 new Ebola samples a 
month. We can’t afford to drop our 

guard on Ebola. That is what the Re-
publicans are telling us to do. If we 
take these funds away from our Na-
tion’s response to the Ebola virus and 
we use them instead to underfund our 
response to Zika, we are ensuring that 
our defenses against both are inad-
equate. That is irresponsible and ter-
ribly dangerous. 

I don’t understand the Republicans’ 
refusal to take Zika seriously. Why do 
they refuse to listen to the experts who 
tell us they need the full $1.9 billion to 
be able to fight this devastating virus? 
It is as if the Republicans are betting 
that Zika will not be a disaster—like 
the horse race we had in Baltimore on 
Saturday. This is not a bet. It is as if 
they are betting against all the experts 
at the CDC and NIH who say the Zika 
virus is a real threat to Americans. 
They are saying it is a real threat to 
Americans because it is. Instead of 
gambling with the health and safety of 
millions of Americans, Republicans 
should give our Nation the money it 
needs to fight Zika, and they should do 
it now—not next month, not in the fall 
but now. 

As the President said on Friday, we 
in Congress should not leave for the 
Memorial Day break without having 
taken care of this issue. He is so right. 
We have been on record for weeks say-
ing the same thing. We don’t need more 
time off. We already hold the record for 
working less time. This Senate is 
working less time than any Congress in 
the last six or seven decades. We don’t 
need more time off. So next week, rath-
er than taking some time off, let’s get 
the legislation to the White House ap-
propriating that money. 

We have time to get out ahead of 
Zika, but we need to do it now. That 
window is rapidly closing by the day. 
Let’s work together and do it now— 
Democrats and Republicans—to give 
our Nation the tools it needs to keep 
the American people safe from the 
virus. Right now, we are not safe. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARVIN SIMMS 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I join 
my friend the Republican leader in con-
gratulating Marvin Simms on his well- 
deserved retirement next week, after 
more than 30 years working in the Sen-
ate Recording Studio. He has been in-
volved in so many of the things I have 
done in the last 30 years. We started 
here about the same time. 

When Marvin began, it was then 
called the Senate television crew. It 
was a much smaller operation than it 
is now. As the Senate evolved in the 
age of 24-hour press and media—and so 
much going on with the Internet also— 
so did his job. Over his three decades in 
the Senate, Marvin gained more and 
more responsibility, culminating in his 
position today as the broadcast produc-
tion director. Marvin has worked on 
many of my television interviews, and 
he did a superb job. 

I wish Marvin and his family the best 
in his retirement. He is an avid friend 

of NASA, our national agency that 
does so much in space and all things re-
lated to space. He is an avid fan. I hope 
he will use the extra time he has in re-
tirement ‘‘to boldly go where no man 
has gone before.’’ 

For all you who don’t know what I 
am saying, if you know anything about 
Star Trek, you will realize this is a 
phrase from the show’s opening se-
quence. 

Marvin, go boldly where no man has 
gone before. Thank you very much for 
your good work. 

The floor appears to be empty, 
Madam President. I ask the Chair to 
announce what the Senate is going to 
do the rest of the day. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business until 
4:30 p.m., with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Ms. WARREN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LABOR DEPARTMENT PENSION 
RULE 

Ms. WARREN. Madam President, 8 
years ago reckless bankers on Wall 
Street sparked a financial meltdown. 
Their too-big-to-fail banks gambled 
with our economy, encouraging reck-
less mortgage lending by funding the 
slimy subprime lenders who peddled 
their miserable products to millions of 
American families. Those same banks 
then gobbled up those dangerous mort-
gages, repackaged them, and spread 
huge risks throughout the financial 
system. 

The consequences were disastrous. 
Wall Street greed destroyed $7 trillion 
in housing wealth and resulted in mil-
lions of Americans losing their homes. 
It killed 8.7 million American jobs. It 
gutted hundreds of pension funds, leav-
ing millions of retirees hung out to 
dry. 

Thanks to Washington bailouts, Wall 
Street is once again flying high. Cor-
porate profits are up, and the stock 
market is soaring. But the real people 
who were hurt by the financial col-
lapse—the millions of workers who lost 
their jobs, lost their homes, and lost 
their retirement savings because of 
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