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Applicable to Certain Rights in Respect of 
Securities Held with an Intermediary, done 
at The Hague on July 5, 2006, and signed by 
the United States on that same day (the 
‘‘Convention’’) (Treaty Doc. 112–6), subject to 
the declaration of section 2. 

Sec. 2. Declaration. 

The advice and consent of the Senate 
under section 1 is subject to the following 
declaration: The Convention is self-exe-
cuting. 

[Treaty Doc. 114–10 Extradition Treaty with 
the Dominican Republic] 

RESOLUTION OF ADVICE AND CONSENT TO RATI-
FICATION OF THE EXTRADITION TREATY BE-
TWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present 
concurring therein), 

Section 1. Senate Advice and Consent Sub-
ject to a Declaration. 

The Senate advises and consents to the 
ratification of the Treaty Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and 
the Government of the Dominican Republic, 
signed at Santo Domingo on January 12, 2015 
(Treaty Doc. 114–10), subject to the declara-
tion of section 2. 

Sec. 2. Declaration. 

The advice and consent of the Senate 
under section 1 is subject to the following 
declaration: The Treaty is self-executing. 

[Treaty Doc. 113–6 Extradition Treaty with 
the Republic of Chile] 

RESOLUTION OF ADVICE AND CONSENT TO RATI-
FICATION OF THE EXTRADITION TREATY BE-
TWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE REPUBLIC OF 
CHILE 

Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present 
concurring therein), 

Section 1. Senate Advice and Consent Sub-
ject to a Declaration. 

The Senate advises and consents to the 
ratification of the Treaty Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and 
the Government of the Republic of Chile, 
signed at Washington on June 5, 2013 (Treaty 
Doc. 113–6), subject to the declaration of sec-
tion 2. 

Sec. 2. Declaration. 

The advice and consent of the Senate 
under section 1 is subject to the following 
declaration: The Treaty is self-executing. 

[Treaty Doc. 114–11 Treaty with Kazakhstan 
on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal 
Matters] 

RESOLUTION OF ADVICE AND CONSENT TO RATI-
FICATION OF THE TREATY BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE RE-
PUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN ON MUTUAL LEGAL 
ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL MATTERS 

Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present 
concurring therein), 

Section 1. Senate Advice and Consent Sub-
ject to a Declaration. 

The Senate advises and consents to the 
ratification of the Treaty Between the 
United States of America and the Republic 
of Kazakhstan on Mutual Legal Assistance 
in Criminal Matters, signed at Washington 
on February 20, 2015 (Treaty Doc. 114–11), 
subject to the declaration of section 2. 

Sec. 2. Declaration. 

The advice and consent of the Senate 
under section 1 is subject to the following 
declaration: The Treaty is self-executing. 

[Treaty Doc. 114–3 Treaty with Algeria on 
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Mat-
ters] 

RESOLUTION OF ADVICE AND CONSENT TO RATI-
FICATION OF THE TREATY BETWEEN THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S 
REPUBLIC OF ALGERIA ON MUTUAL LEGAL 
ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL MATTERS 
Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present 

concurring therein), 
Section 1. Senate Advice and Consent Sub-

ject to a Declaration. 
The Senate advises and consents to the 

ratification of the Treaty Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and 
the Government of the People’s Republic of 
Algeria on Mutual Legal Assistance in 
Criminal Matters, signed at Washington on 
April 7, 2010 (Treaty Doc. 114–3), subject to 
the declaration of section 2. 

Sec. 2. Declaration. 
The advice and consent of the Senate 

under section 1 is subject to the following 
declaration: The Treaty is self-executing. 
[Treaty Doc. 114–4 Treaty with Jordan on 

Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Mat-
ters] 

RESOLUTION OF ADVICE AND CONSENT TO RATI-
FICATION OF THE TREATY BETWEEN THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN ON MUTUAL 
LEGAL ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL MATTERS 

Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present 
concurring therein), 

Section 1. Senate Advice and Consent Sub-
ject to a Declaration. 

The Senate advises and consents to the 
ratification of the Treaty Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and 
the Government of the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan on Mutual Legal Assistance in 
Criminal Matters, signed at Washington on 
October 1, 2013 (Treaty Doc. 114–4), subject to 
the declaration of section 2. 

Sec. 2. Declaration. 
The advice and consent of the Senate 

under section 1 is subject to the following 
declaration: The Treaty is self-executing. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. HELLER (for himself and Mr. 
REID): 

S. 3102. A bill to promote conservation, im-
prove public land management, and provide 
for sensible development in Pershing County, 
Nevada, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. SCOTT: 
S. 3103. A bill to establish Fort Sumter and 

Fort Moultrie National Park in the State of 
South Carolina, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Ms. 
WARREN): 

S. 3104. A bill to establish the Plymouth 
400th Commemoration Commission, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Ms. 
WARREN): 

S. 3105. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the 400th anniversary of the landing 
and settlement of Plymouth Colony, the 
signing of the Mayflower Compact, and the 
role of the indigenous Wampanoag tribes in 

the realization of the settlement; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. CARPER, and Mr. CARDIN): 

S. 3106. A bill to provide a coordinated re-
gional response to effectively manage the en-
demic violence and humanitarian crisis in El 
Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. KING (for himself, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. REED, Mr. MURPHY, 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, and Mrs. SHAHEEN): 

S. Res. 513. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 25, 2016, as ‘‘National Lobster Day’’; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself and Mr. 
TESTER): 

S. Res. 514. A resolution designating May 5, 
2017, as the ‘‘National Day of Awareness for 
Missing and Murdered Native Women and 
Girls’’; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 6 

At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 6, a bill to reform our 
government, reduce the grip of special 
interest, and return our democracy to 
the American people through increased 
transparency and oversight of our elec-
tions and government. 

S. 217 

At the request of Mr. KAINE, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
217, a bill to protect a woman’s right to 
determine whether and when to bear a 
child or end a pregnancy by limiting 
restrictions on the provision of abor-
tion services. 

S. 386 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 386, a bill to limit the authority of 
States to tax certain income of em-
ployees for employment duties per-
formed in other States. 

S. 827 

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 
name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 827, a bill to amend the Com-
munications Act of 1934 to ensure the 
integrity of voice communications and 
to prevent unjust or unreasonable dis-
crimination among areas of the United 
States in the delivery of such commu-
nications. 

S. 849 

At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 849, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to provide 
for systematic data collection and 
analysis and epidemiological research 
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regarding Multiple Sclerosis (MS), Par-
kinson’s disease, and other neuro-
logical diseases. 

S. 2009 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2009, a bill to prohibit the sale 
of arms to Bahrain. 

S. 2193 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from Nebraska (Mr. 
SASSE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2193, a bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to increase pen-
alties for individuals who illegally re-
enter the United States after being re-
moved and for other purposes. 

S. 2196 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2196, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide for the non-application of 
Medicare competitive acquisition rates 
to complex rehabilitative wheelchairs 
and accessories. 

S. 2216 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2216, a bill to provide im-
munity from suit for certain individ-
uals who disclose potential examples of 
financial exploitation of senior citi-
zens, and for other purposes. 

At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL, 
the name of the Senator from North 
Dakota (Ms. HEITKAMP) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 2216, supra. 

S. 2219 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Senator from 
Michigan (Mr. PETERS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2219, a bill to require 
the Secretary of Commerce to conduct 
an assessment and analysis of the out-
door recreation economy of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

S. 2283 
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 

name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2283, a bill to ensure that small busi-
ness providers of broadband Internet 
access service can devote resources to 
broadband deployment rather than 
compliance with cumbersome regu-
latory requirements. 

S. 2373 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2373, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide for Medicare coverage of cer-
tain lymphedema compression treat-
ment items as items of durable medical 
equipment. 

S. 2531 
At the request of Mr. KIRK, the 

names of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS), the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR), the Senator from 

Oklahoma (Mr. LANKFORD) and the 
Senator from Indiana (Mr. COATS) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2531, a bill to 
authorize State and local governments 
to divest from entities that engage in 
commerce-related or investment-re-
lated boycott, divestment, or sanctions 
activities targeting Israel, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2595 

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) and the Senator 
from New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2595, a bill to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to permanently extend the rail-
road track maintenance credit. 

S. 2633 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2633, a bill to improve the abil-
ity of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
to provide health care to veterans 
through non-Department health care 
providers, and for other purposes. 

S. 2641 

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2641, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act, in relation 
to requiring adrenoleukodystrophy 
screening of newborns. 

S. 2690 

At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2690, a bill to amend the Pittman- 
Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act to 
modernize the funding of wildlife con-
servation, and for other purposes. 

S. 2707 

At the request of Mr. SCOTT, the 
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2707, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Labor to nullify the proposed 
rule regarding defining and delimiting 
the exemptions for executive, adminis-
trative, professional, outside sales, and 
computer employees, to require the 
Secretary of Labor to conduct a full 
and complete economic analysis with 
improved economic data on small busi-
nesses, nonprofit employers, Medicare 
or Medicaid dependent health care pro-
viders, and small governmental juris-
dictions, and all other employers, and 
minimize the impact on such employ-
ers, before promulgating any substan-
tially similar rule, and to provide a 
rule of construction regarding the sal-
ary threshold exemption under the 
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2864 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2864, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to prevent cat-
astrophic out-of-pocket spending on 
prescription drugs for seniors and indi-
viduals with disabilities. 

S. 2878 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2878, a bill to amend the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998 
to improve the ability of the United 
States to advance religious freedom 
globally through enhanced diplomacy, 
training, counterterrorism, and foreign 
assistance efforts, and through strong-
er and more flexible political responses 
to religious freedom violations and vio-
lent extremism worldwide, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2941 
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2941, a bill to require a study on women 
and lung cancer, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2971 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2971, a bill to authorize 
the National Urban Search and Rescue 
Response System. 

S. 3083 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 3083, a bill to provide 
housing opportunities in the United 
States through modernization of var-
ious housing programs, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3089 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3089, a bill to amend title VII 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
other statutes to clarify appropriate li-
ability standards for Federal anti-
discrimination claims. 

S. 3100 
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3100, a bill to ensure that State 
and local law enforcement may cooper-
ate with Federal officials to protect 
our communities from violent crimi-
nals and suspected terrorists who are 
illegally present in the United States. 

S. RES. 503 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. Res. 503, a resolution recognizing 
June 20, 2016, as ‘‘World Refugee Day’’. 

S. RES. 504 
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN), the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Senator from 
Arkansas (Mr. COTTON) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Res. 504, a resolution 
recognizing the 70th anniversary of the 
Fulbright Program. 

At the request of Mr. CORKER, the 
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 504, supra. 
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S. RES. 508 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) and the Senator from 
West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were added 
as cosponsors of S. Res. 508, a resolu-
tion expressing support for the expedi-
tious consideration and finalization of 
a new, robust, and long-term Memo-
randum of Understanding on military 
assistance to Israel between the United 
States Government and the Govern-
ment of Israel. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. CAR-
PER, and Mr. CARDIN): 

S. 3106. A bill to provide a coordi-
nated regional response to effectively 
manage the endemic violence and hu-
manitarian crisis in El Salvador, Gua-
temala, and Honduras; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the text of the bill 
be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3106 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Secure the Northern Triangle Act’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Findings. 
Sec. 3. Sense of Congress. 
Sec. 4. Definitions. 

TITLE I—ADVANCING REFORMS IN CEN-
TRAL AMERICA TO ADDRESS THE FAC-
TORS DRIVING MIGRATION 

Subtitle A—Strengthening the Capacity of 
Central American Governments to Protect 
and Provide for Their Own People 

Sec. 111. Authorization of appropriations for 
United States strategy for en-
gagement in Central America. 

Sec. 112. Strengthening the rule of law and 
combating corruption. 

Sec. 113. Combating criminal violence and 
improving citizen security. 

Sec. 114. Tackling extreme poverty and ad-
vancing economic development. 

Subtitle B—Conditions, Limitations, and 
Certifications on United States Assistance 

Sec. 121. Assistance funding available with-
out condition. 

Sec. 122. Conditions on assistance related to 
smuggling, screening, and safe-
ty of migrants. 

Sec. 123. Conditions on assistance related to 
progress on specific issues. 

Subtitle C—Effectively Coordinating United 
States Engagement in Central America 

Sec. 131. United States Coordinator for En-
gagement in Central America. 

Subtitle D—United States Leadership for 
Engaging International Donors and Partners 

Sec. 141. Requirement for strategy to secure 
support of international donors 
and partners. 

TITLE II—CRACKING DOWN ON SMUG-
GLERS, CARTELS, AND TRAFFICKERS 
EXPLOITING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

Subtitle A—Strengthening Cooperation 
Among Law Enforcement Agencies to Tar-
get Smugglers and Traffickers 

Sec. 211. Enhanced international coopera-
tion to combat human smug-
gling and trafficking. 

Sec. 212. Enhanced investigation and pros-
ecution of human smuggling 
and trafficking. 

Sec. 213. Information campaign on dangers 
of migration. 

Subtitle B—Strengthening the Ability of the 
United States Government to Crack Down 
on Smugglers, Traffickers, and Drug Car-
tels 

Sec. 221. Enhanced penalties for organized 
smuggling schemes. 

Sec. 222. Expanding financial sanctions on 
narcotics trafficking and 
money laundering. 

Subtitle C—Creating New Penalties for Hin-
dering Immigration, Border, and Customs 
Controls 

Sec. 231. Hindering immigration, border, and 
customs controls. 

TITLE III—MINIMIZING BORDER CROSS-
INGS BY EXPANDING PROCESSING OF 
REFUGEE CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN- 
COUNTRY AND IN THE REGION 
Subtitle A—Providing Alternative Safe 

Havens in Mexico and the Region 
Sec. 311. Strengthening internal asylum sys-

tems in Mexico and other coun-
tries. 

Subtitle B—Expanding Refugee Processing 
in Mexico and Central America for Third 
Country Resettlement 

Sec. 321. Expanding refugee processing in 
Mexico and Central America for 
third country resettlement. 

Subtitle C—Improving the Efficiency of the 
Central American Minors Program 

Sec. 331. Expansion. 
Sec. 332. Expedited processing. 
Sec. 333. Referral to UNHCR. 
TITLE IV—MONITORING AND SUP-

PORTING UNACCOMPANIED ALIEN 
CHILDREN AFTER PROCESSING AT THE 
BORDER 

Sec. 401. Definitions; authorization of appro-
priations. 

Subtitle A—Strengthening the Government’s 
Ability to Oversee the Safety and Well- 
Being of Children 

Sec. 411. Background checks to ensure the 
safe placement of unaccom-
panied alien children. 

Sec. 412. Responsibility of sponsor for immi-
gration court compliance and 
child well-being. 

Sec. 413. Monitoring unaccompanied alien 
children. 

Subtitle B—Funding to States and School 
Districts; Supporting Education and Safety 

Sec. 421. Funding to States to conduct State 
criminal checks and child abuse 
and neglect checks. 

Sec. 422. Funding to school districts for un-
accompanied alien children. 

Sec. 423. Immediate enrollment of unaccom-
panied alien children in 
schools. 

TITLE V—ENSURING ORDERLY AND HU-
MANE MANAGEMENT OF CHILDREN 
AND FAMILIES SEEKING PROTECTION 

Subtitle A—Providing a Fair and Efficient 
Legal Process for Children and Vulnerable 
Families Seeking Asylum 

Sec. 511. Court appearance compliance and 
legal orientation. 

Sec. 512. Fair day in court for kids. 

Subtitle B—Reducing Significant Delays in 
Immigration Court 

Sec. 521. Eliminate immigration court back-
logs. 

Sec. 522. Improved training for immigration 
judges and members of the 
Board of Immigration Appeals. 

Sec. 523. New technology to improve court 
efficiency. 

Subtitle C—Reducing the Likelihood of 
Remigration 

Sec. 531. Establishing reintegration and 
monitoring services for repa-
triating children. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 
Congress finds the following: 
(1) Since 2006, incidents of murder, other 

violent crime, and corruption perpetrated by 
armed criminal gangs and illicit trafficking 
organizations have risen alarmingly in El 
Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras (referred 
to in this Act as the ‘‘Northern Triangle’’). 

(2) In 2013, Honduras had the highest per 
capita homicide rate of any nation in the 
world, with 90.4 murders for every 100,000 
people in the country. El Salvador and Gua-
temala were in the top 5 countries with the 
highest per capita homicide rates. 

(3) Since 2013, El Salvador’s murder rate 
rose sharply to become the highest of any 
country in the world in 2015 at 108.5 homi-
cides for every 100,000 people, following a 
dramatic escalation of violence between the 
country’s 2 largest armed criminal gangs, 
Mara Salvatrucha (commonly known as 
‘‘MS-13’’) and Barrio 18. 

(4) According to the United Nations Inter-
national Children’s Emergency Fund 
(UNICEF), the per capita homicide rate for 
children in El Salvador and Guatemala is 
higher than any other country in the world. 
In 2014, 27 out of every 100,000 children were 
murdered in El Salvador. 

(5) According to the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Hon-
duras and El Salvador have the highest per 
capita female homicide rates in the world. In 
2014, 90 out of every 100,000 females were 
murdered in Honduras 

(6) In April 2016, UNHCR’s spokesperson 
stated, ‘‘The number of people fleeing vio-
lence in Central America has surged to levels 
not seen since the region was wracked by 
armed conflicts in the 1980s. Action is ur-
gently needed to ensure that unaccompanied 
children and others receive the protection to 
which they are entitled.’’. 

(7) Since 2013, individuals fleeing the 
Northern Triangle have sought sanctuary in 
neighboring countries and there has recently 
been a 1,185 percent increase in the number 
of asylum applications from citizens of El 
Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras to the 
Governments of Mexico, Panama, Nicaragua, 
Costa Rica and Belize. 

(8) Unaccompanied minors from the North-
ern Triangle now make up the majority of 
unaccompanied minors encountered at the 
international border between the United 
States and Mexico, with the fastest increase 
occurring among children younger than 12 
years of age. 

(9) Human smugglers are increasingly re-
sponsible for the transit of migrants from 
the Northern Triangle to the United States. 
According to the Government Account-
ability Office, human smugglers frequently 
use aggressive and misleading marketing to 
recruit migrants. 

(10) Many female migrants face rape and 
sexual violence during the journey, either 
from smugglers or others encountered on the 
route, or risk being trafficked for sex or 
labor. 

(11) Challenges to the rule of law in the 
Northern Triangle have been exacerbated by 
the limited ability and lack of political will 
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