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brothers experienced such success that
they expanded their small business and
opened a second western-style store in
Lake Charles, LA. In choosing Ruston
and Lake Charles, which lie on oppo-
site sides of Louisiana, the Patton
brothers have since acquired a loyal
clientele that includes everyone from
cowboys to college students.

Today the Patton brothers manage
their small business by remaining true
to their western roots. They are active
in the rodeo community, supporting
over 100 individual rodeos each year,
and have also sponsored a bull rider in
the National Finals Rodeo in Las
Vegas, NV, for 4 years in a row. Recog-
nized as a Best of the Delta business,
the group now operates four locations
throughout Louisiana, having most re-
cently opened the doors to their newest
location in Shreveport in June 2015.

The Patton brothers continue to
show entrepreneurs across the country
that it is possible to turn a passion
into a business—even from the hum-
blest of means. Through dedicated
service to their community, excep-
tional commitment to customer serv-
ice, and an excellent retail strategy,
the Patton brothers have made their
mark across Louisiana and into Arkan-
sas and Texas.

Congratulations again to Patton’s
Western Wear for being selected as
small business of the week, and I look
forward to your continued growth and
success.®

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

———

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA’S FISCAL
YEAR (FY) 2016 BUDGET AND FI-
NANCIAL PLAN—PM 39

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to my constitutional au-
thority and as contemplated by section
446 of the District of Columbia Self-
Government and Governmental Reor-
ganization Act as amended in 1989, I
am transmitting the District of Colum-
bia’s fiscal year (FY) 2016 Budget and
Financial Plan. This transmittal does
not represent an endorsement of the
contents of the D.C. government’s re-
quests.

The proposed FY 2016 Budget and Fi-
nancial Plan reflects the major pro-
grammatic objectives of the Mayor and
the Council of the District of Colum-
bia. For FY 2016, the District estimates
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total revenues and expenditures of $13.0
billion.
BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 2, 2016.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:13 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, without amendment:

S. 2152. An act to establish a comprehen-
sive United States Government policy to en-
courage the efforts of countries in sub-Saha-
ran Africa to develop an appropriate mix of
power solutions, including renewable energy,
for more broadly distributed electricity ac-
cess in order to support poverty reduction,
promote development outcomes, and drive
economic growth, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 400. An act to require the Secretary of
State and the Administrator of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment to submit reports on definitions of
placement and recruitment fees for purposes
of enabling compliance with the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act of 2000, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 2187. An act to direct the Securities
and Exchange Commission to revise its regu-
lations regarding the qualifications of nat-
ural persons as accredited investors.

H.R. 2209. An act to require the appropriate
Federal banking agencies to treat certain
municipal obligations as level 2A liquid as-
sets, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3784. An act to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 to establish an Office of
the Advocate for Small Business Capital For-
mation and a Small Business Capital Forma-
tion Advisory Committee, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 4168. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Investment Incentive Act of 1980 to re-
quire an annual review by the Securities and
Exchange Commission of the annual govern-
ment-business forum on capital formation
that is held pursuant to such Act.

The message further announced that
the House agrees to the amendment of
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 515) to pro-
tect children and others from sexual
abuse and exploitation, including sex
trafficking and sex tourism, by pro-
viding advance notice of intended trav-
el by registered sex offenders outside
the United States to the government of
the country of destination, requesting
foreign governments to notify the
United States when a known sex of-
fender is seeking to enter the United
States, and for other purposes, and
agrees to the amendment of the Senate
to the title of the bill.

The message also announced that the
House agrees to the amendment of the
Senate to the bill (H.R. 4188) to author-
ize appropriations for the Coast Guard
for fiscal years 2016 and 2017, and for
other purposes.

————
MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:
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H.R. 400. An act to require the Secretary of
State and the Administrator of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment to submit reports on definitions of
placement and recruitment fees for purposes
of enabling compliance with the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act of 2000, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

H.R. 2187. An act to direct the Securities
and Exchange Commission to revise its regu-
lations regarding the qualifications of nat-
ural persons as accredited investors; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

H.R. 2209. An act to require the appropriate
Federal banking agencies to treat certain
municipal obligations as level 2A liquid as-
sets, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

H.R. 3784. An act to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 to establish an Office of
the Advocate for Small Business Capital For-
mation and a Small Business Capital Forma-
tion Advisory Committee, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

H.R. 4168. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Investment Incentive Act of 1980 to re-
quire an annual review by the Securities and
Exchange Commission of the annual govern-
ment-business forum on capital formation
that is held pursuant to such Act.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute:

H.R. 757. A bill to improve the enforcement
of sanctions against the Government of
North Korea, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1493. A bill to protect and preserve
international cultural property at risk due
to political instability, armed conflict, or
natural or other disasters, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1882. A bill to support the sustainable re-
covery and rebuilding of Nepal following the
recent, devastating earthquakes near
Kathmandu.

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, without amendment:

S. 2426. A bill to direct the Secretary of
State to develop a strategy to obtain ob-
server status for Taiwan in the International
Criminal Police Organization, and for other
purposes.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. MORAN, Mrs. MCCASKILL,
and Mr. KING):

S. 2478. A Dbill to amend title 31, United
States Code, to require the Secretary of the
Treasury to provide for the purchase of paper
United States savings bonds with tax re-
funds; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and
Mr. COATS):
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S. 2479. A bill to amend Public Health
Service Act to expand access to prescription
drug monitoring programs; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Ms. BALDWIN:

S. 2480. A Dbill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to protect unpaid interns in the
Federal Government from workplace harass-
ment and discrimination, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. NELSON:

S. 2481. A Dbill to amend the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2000 to provide
for expedited project implementation relat-
ing to the comprehensive Everglades restora-
tion plan; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

By Mr. ROUNDS:

S. 2482. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to require the Secretary of De-
fense to provide training to employment per-
sonnel of the Department of Defense on mat-
ters relating to authorities for recruitment
and retention of employees at the United
States Cyber Command, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. UDALL (for himself, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. WARNER, and Mr. HEIN-
RICH):

S. 2483. A bill to prohibit States from car-
rying out more than one Congressional redis-
tricting after a decennial census and appor-
tionment, to require States to conduct such
redistricting through independent commis-
sions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. CARDIN,
Mr. THUNE, and Mr. WARNER):

S. 2484. A bill to amend titles XVIII and XI
of the Social Security Act to promote cost
savings and quality care under the Medicare
program through the use of telehealth and
remote patient monitoring services, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

———————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mr. PERDUE):

S. Res. 353. A resolution raising awareness
and encouraging the prevention of stalking
by designating January 2016, as ‘‘National
Stalking Awareness Month’’; considered and
agreed to.

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Mr.
SASSE):

S. Res. 354. A resolution congratulating the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln volleyball
team for winning the 2015 National Colle-

giate Athletic Association Division I
Volleyball Championship; considered and
agreed to.

By Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself, Mr.
BARRASSO, Mr. TESTER, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. UDALL, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. HIRONO, Ms.
STABENOW, Mr. MORAN, Mr. HOEVEN,
Mr. DAINES, Mr. THUNE, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. SULLIVAN,
Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. PETERS, and Mr.
LANKFORD):

S. Res. 355. A resolution designating the
week beginning February 7, 2016, as ‘‘Na-
tional Tribal Colleges and TUniversities
Week’’; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. ISAKSON (for himself, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BROWN,
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Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CASsSIDY, Mr. COR-
NYN, and Mr. WYDEN):
S. Res. 356. A resolution recognizing Janu-
ary 2016 as National Mentoring Month; con-
sidered and agreed to.

———————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 50
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 50, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to prohibit
certain abortion-related discrimination
in governmental activities.
S. 391
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
PERDUE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
391, a bill to preserve and protect the
free choice of individual employees to
form, join, or assist labor organiza-
tions, or to refrain from such activi-
ties.
S. 1315
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) and the Senator from Idaho
(Mr. RI1scH) were added as cosponsors of
S. 1315, a bill to protect the right of
law-abiding citizens to transport
knives interstate, notwithstanding a
patchwork of local and State prohibi-
tions.
S. 1409
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1409, a bill to amend title XIX
of the Social Security Act to require
States to suspend, rather than termi-
nate, an individual’s eligibility for
medical assistance under the State
Medicaid plan while such individual is
an inmate of a public institution.
S. 1460
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNSs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1460, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to extend the Yel-
low Ribbon G.I. Education Enhance-
ment Program to cover recipients of
the Marine Gunnery Sergeant John
David Fry scholarship, and for other
purposes.
S. 1717
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1717, a bill to amend title 46,
United States Code, to exempt old ves-
sels that only operate within inland
waterways from the fire-retardant ma-
terials requirement if the owners of
such vessels make annual structural
alterations to at least 10 percent of the
areas of the vessels that are not con-
structed of fire-retardant materials.
S. 1887
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1887, a bill to protect and preserve
international cultural property at risk
due to political instability, armed con-
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flict, or natural or other disasters, and
for other purposes.
S. 1944
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. PERDUE) and the Senator from
Montana (Mr. DAINES) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1944, a bill to require
each agency to repeal or amend 1 or
more rules before issuing or amending
a rule.
S. 1982
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1982, a bill to authorize a Wall
of Remembrance as part of the Korean
War Veterans Memorial and to allow
certain private contributions to fund
the Wall of Remembrance.
S. 2386
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 2386, a bill to authorize
the establishment of the Stonewall Na-
tional Historic Site in the State of New
York as a unit of the National Park
System, and for other purposes.
S. 2423
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. WYDEN) and the Senator
from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE)
were added as cosponsors of S. 2423, a
bill making appropriations to address
the heroin and opioid drug abuse epi-
demic for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes.
S. 2426
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. PERDUE) and the Senator from
New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) were added
as cosponsors of S. 2426, a bill to direct
the Secretary of State to develop a
strategy to obtain observer status for
Taiwan in the International Criminal
Police Organization, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2437
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2437, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to provide for
the burial of the cremated remains of
persons who served as Women’s Air
Forces Service Pilots in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2444
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2444, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to provide for the disposi-
tion, within 60 days, of an application
to exempt a projectile from classifica-
tion as armor piercing ammunition.
S. 2451
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
24561, a bill to designate the area be-
tween the intersections of Inter-
national Drive, Northwest and Van
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