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(3) In 2000, the United States and Jordan
signed a free-trade agreement that went into
force in 2001.

(4) In 1996, the United States granted Jor-
dan major non-NATO ally status.

(5) Jordan is suffering from the Syrian ref-
ugee crisis and the threat of the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL).

(6) The Government of Jordan was elected
as a non-permanent member of the United
Nations Security Council for a 2-year term
ending in December 2015.

(7) Enhanced support for defense coopera-
tion with Jordan is important to the na-
tional security of the United States, includ-
ing through creation of a status in law for
Jordan similar to the countries in the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, Japan, Aus-
tralia, the Republic of Korea, Israel, and New
Zealand, with respect to consideration by
Congress of foreign military sales to Jordan.

(8) The Colorado National Guard’s relation-
ship with the Jordanian military provides a
significant benefit to both the United States
and Jordan.

(9) Jordanian pilot Moaz al-Kasasbeh was
brutally murdered by ISIL.

(10) On February 3, 2015, Secretary of State
John Kerry and Jordanian Foreign Minister
Nasser Judeh signed a new Memorandum of
Understanding that reflects the intention to
increase United States assistance to the
Government of Jordan from $660,000,000 to
$1,000,000,000 for each of the years 2015
through 2017.

(11) On December 5, 2014, in an interview on
CBS This Morning, Jordanian King Abdullah
II stated—

(A) in reference to ISIL, ‘“This is a Muslim
problem. We need to take ownership of this.
We need to stand up and say what is wrong’’;
and

(B) ““This is our war. This is a war inside
Islam. So we have to own up to it. We have
to take the lead. We have to start fighting
back.”.

SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It should be the policy of the United
States—

(1) to support the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan in its response to the Syrian refugee
crisis;

(2) to provide necessary assistance to al-
leviate the domestic burden to provide basic
needs for the assimilated Syrian refugees;

(3) to cooperate with Jordan to combat the
terrorist threat from the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) or other terrorist
organizations; and

(4) to help secure the border between Jor-
dan and its neighbors Syria and Iraq.

SEC. 4. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) expeditious consideration of certifi-
cations of letters of offer to sell defense arti-
cles, defense services, design and construc-
tion services, and major defense equipment
to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan under
section 36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
(22 U.S.C. 2776(b)) is fully consistent with
United States security and foreign policy in-
terests and the objectives of world peace and
security;

(2) Congress welcomes the statement of
King Abdullah II quoted in section (2)(11);
and

(3) it is in the interest of peace and sta-
bility for regional members of the Global Co-
alition to Combat ISIL to continue their
commitment to, and increase their involve-
ment in, addressing the threat posed by
ISIL.

SEC. 5. ENHANCED DEFENSE COOPERATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—During the 3-year period
beginning on the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
shall be treated as if it were a country listed
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in the provisions of law described in sub-
section (b) for purposes of applying and ad-
ministering such provisions of law.

(b) ARMS EXPORT CONTROL ACT.—The provi-
sions of law described in this subsection
are—

(1) subsections (b)(2), (D(2)(B), (D(B)(A)D),
and (d)(5) of section 3 of the Arms Export
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2753);

(2) subsections (e)(2)(A), (h)(1)(A), and (h)(2)
of section 21 of such Act (22 U.S.C. 2761);

(3) subsections (b)(1), (b)(2), (b)(6), (c), and
(d)(2)(A) of section 36 of such Act (22 U.S.C.
2776);

(4) section 62(c)(1) of such Act (22 U.S.C.
2796a(c)(1)); and

(5) section 63(a)(2) of such Act (22 U.S.C.
2796b(a)(2)).

SEC. 6. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.

Subject to the availability of appropria-
tions, the Secretary of State is authorized to
enter into a memorandum of understanding
with the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to
increase economic support funds, military
cooperation, including joint military exer-
cises, personnel exchanges, support for inter-
national peacekeeping missions, and en-
hanced strategic dialogue.

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed, and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill was read the third time.

The bill (H.R. 907), as amended, was
passed.

———

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier
today: S. Res. 357, S. Res. 358, S. Res.
359, and S. Res. 360.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lutions be agreed to, the preambles be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be laid upon the table en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under “Submitted Resolutions.”’)

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The

———————

ENERGY POLICY MODERNIZATION
ACT OF 2015—Continued

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, we
have been relatively quiet on the Sen-
ate floor today with consideration of
the Energy Policy Modernization Act,
but that does not mean that there has
not been a great deal of activity behind
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the scenes as we try to work out some
of the issues that remain before us as
we move to consider how we can suc-
cessfully modernize our energy poli-
cies, an effort that many have been en-
gaged in and great efforts of collabora-
tion and cooperation.

To our colleagues who are looking
forward to activity on this measure,
know that, as the managing Members
on the floor, we too are looking for-
ward to figuring out the way that we
are able to advance this important bi-
partisan reform legislation.

I recognize that we are at the end of
the day.

——————

MORNING BUSINESS

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

VOTE EXPLANATION

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President,
today I wish to discuss Senate amend-
ment No. 3021, which would enable re-
search and development of advanced
nuclear energy technologies. I support
this amendment but was not present
when the Senate voted to adopt it 874
on Thursday, January 28, 2016.

Had I been present, I would have
voted in favor of the amendment, and
my vote would not have changed the
outcome of this amendment.

Research and development into the
next generation of innovative energy
technologies are important to our Na-
tion’s all-of-the-above energy strategy.

Thank you.

———

UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
75TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I would
like to take this opportunity to con-
gratulate the United Service Organiza-
tions, commonly known as the USO, on
its 76th anniversary. Since February 4,
1941, the USO has been serving along-
side our men and women in uniform.

Ahead of our entry into World War II
and having witnessed the morale issues
among the ranks during World War I,
Army Chief of Staff General George C.
Marshall called for an effort that would
bring together private, civilian organi-
zations to provide recreational activi-
ties and entertainment for the troops.
As President Franklin D. Roosevelt
stated, ‘‘not by machines alone will we
win this war,” and so he directed the
newly formed USO to Kkeep service-
members in touch with the comforts of
home, no matter where they were de-
ployed.

Initially led by the YMCA, YWCA,
the Salvation Army, the National Jew-
ish Welfare Board, the National Catho-
lic Community Service, and the Trav-
eler’s Aid Society, the USO provided



S572

servicemen with wholesome recreation
and entertainment. According to Wal-
ter Hoving, one of the original direc-
tors of the USO, ‘‘this is not only vital
to military morale but also from the
standpoint of the future of our youth
as peacetime citizens.”

Seventy-five years later, the USO
continues to adapt to meet the needs of
our men and women in uniform and
their families. From USO centers at or
near military installations across the
United States and around the world, to
their airport centers that offer around-
the-clock hospitality for traveling
servicemembers, to their trademark
tours that bring America’s celebrities
to entertain our troops, to their sup-
port for military kids, wounded war-
riors and their caregivers, and families
of the fallen, the USO has answered the
call to serve those who serve our Na-
tion.

The USO remains a private organiza-
tion, relying on the generosity of indi-
viduals, communities, and corporations
and 30,000 dedicated volunteers. As
General Eisenhower wrote many dec-
ades ago, ‘‘the USO served also in pro-
viding a channel through which more
than a million civilian men and women
were able to help effectively in the war
effort.” The same holds true today.

I would like to thank the many men
and women of the USO who give so
much to bring a bit of home to our
servicemembers all over the globe. I
congratulate the USO on 75 years of
strengthening America’s military by
keeping servicemembers connected to
family, home, and country wherever
they go.

REMEMBERING ANITA ASHOK
DATA

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President,
today I wish to celebrate the life of an
extraordinary woman named Anita
Ashok Data. She was a mother, a
daughter, a sister, and a dear friend to
those who knew her.

Anita was born in Pittsfield, MA, and
was raised in Flanders, NJ. She was a
graduate of Columbia University’s
Mailman School of Public Health and
School of International and Public Af-
fairs, where she attained a master’s in
public health and a master’s in public
administration. At the time of her
death, Anita was a resident of Takoma
Park, MD.

Anita dedicated her life to helping
others. She was an international public
health expert and development worker
who traveled the world, working tire-
lessly in pursuit of one powerful goal:
to improve the lives of those less fortu-
nate.

Anita began her career in the Peace
Corps, where she volunteered for a 2-
year tour in Senegal, a country in a
part of the world that she had come to
love so much.

After graduating from Columbia Uni-
versity, Anita moved to the Wash-
ington, DC, area where she continued
her career as an international develop-
ment worker.
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In addition to her day job, Anita
helped found the not-for-profit
Tulalens, an organization dedicated to
connecting low-income women in un-
derserved communities to quality
health services.

But out of all of her many accom-
plishments, Anita was most proud of
her son, Rohan. Rohan was the light of
her life. Anita loved working to make
the world a better place for him.

Anita’s inspiring life was cut short
on November 20, 2015, in a senseless act
of violent terrorism in Bamako, Mali.

But Anita and her life—and the lives
of the thousands of people she
touched—are far bigger than the tragic
event that occurred on that day.

Anita’s love, spirit, and dedication to
making the world a better place will
have a lasting effect. The world is a
better place because of Anita and the
work that she did.

I extend my deepest, heartfelt sym-
pathies to Anita’s family and friends—
especially to her son, Rohan.

————

TRIBUTE TO EDWARD JOHNSON

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the following
letter be printed in the RECORD in rec-
ognition of the service of Edward John-
son, chief financial officer of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency,
upon his retirement from the Federal
Government.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

FEMA,

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY,

Washington, DC, December 15, 2015.

EDWARD JOHNSON,

Chief Financial Officer, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, Department of Home-
land Security, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. JOHNSON: It is with a great sense
of gratitude that I write this letter in rec-
ognition of your 38 years of service to our
nation. On the cusp of your retirement, I
want to acknowledge your leadership, man-
agement, and business acumen, which di-
rectly and significantly contributed to the
Department of Homeland Security’s finan-
cial management success.

You have been a tireless leader in the De-
partment’s senior leadership cadre, pro-
viding sage advice on a wide range of issues
and challenging convention as a valued
member of the DHS Chief Financial Officer
Council. I am particularly thankful for your
most recent efforts at the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA), in
building a Planning Programming Budgeting
and Execution structure, which championed
a disciplined resource management paradigm
as a foundational element of the Agency’s
strategic plan. As part of FEMA’s leadership
team, you revamped the Agency’s Program
and Budget Review system, instituting Quar-
terly Resource Reviews and chartering a sen-
ior leadership council responsible for making
all resource management recommendations
for the Agency. Your steadfast work yielded
tangible, positive results in the development
of FEMA’s yearly budget submission and in
ensuring the most effective and efficient use
of scarce resources.

Thanks to your leadership, FEMA also
made significant strides in the financial sys-
tem modernization arena. FEMA is now in
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the forefront amongst federal agencies as we
rapidly advance the replacement of
unsustainable legacy financial systems that
bring together diverse equities in an effort to
save taxpayer dollars while making govern-
ment more streamlined and efficient. Simply
put, you were the right leader to pull this
complex set of financial system needs to-
gether and move them into the future. As a
result of these and other accomplishments,
you were recognized as one of the Federal 100
by FCW, a public sector trade publication.

Prior to joining our team at FEMA, you
served DHS in a number of capacities where
you were continuously recognized as one of
the top civil servants. From your service as
Director of the Burlington Finance Center
for the U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement to your tenure at the U.S. Citi-
zens and Immigration Services, you worked
tirelessly to advance the Department’s mis-
sion in service to the American people.

On behalf of FEMA’s leadership team, our
entire workforce and a grateful nation, I
want to wish you and your wife Donna good
luck and good health as you enter this new
chapter in your lives. I will forever remain
grateful for your wise counsel and tireless
service.

Sincerely,
W. CRAIG FUGATE,
Administrator.

———

RECOGNIZING REAL SERVICES

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President,
today I wish to recognize the 50th anni-
versary of REAL Services, an organiza-
tion that works to support independ-
ence and higher quality of life for the
elderly, disabled, and low-income Hoo-
siers in northern Indiana.

In 1966, Lester J. Fox founded REAL
Services to create a service network
for seniors in St. Joseph County. With
the help of a Federal grant from the
U.S. Administration on Aging, REAL
Services developed programs to address
the housing, health, employment, and
legal needs of those aging in St. Joseph
County.

REAL Services expanded its reach in
1981 to include assistance programs for
poverty-stricken Hoosiers. In 2013,
REAL Services merged with the Alz-
heimer’s and Dementia Services of
Northern Indiana. Today REAL Serv-
ices assists more than 30,000 elderly,
disabled, and destitute Hoosiers annu-
ally in 12 northern Indiana counties
through more than 20 programs. This
would not be possible without those
who volunteer their time to further
REAL Services’s reach and mission. On
average, REAL Services has 2,000 vol-
unteers each year.

The effectiveness of REAL Services’s
commitment to preserving the self-suf-
ficiency and life quality of elderly, dis-
abled, and low-income Hoosiers has
been highly praised over the years. In
May 1974, then-Governor of Indiana,
Otis R. Bowen, designated REAL Serv-
ices as the Area Agency on Aging for
five counties in northern Indiana. A
little over a decade later, then-Gov-
ernor Robert D. Orr designated the or-
ganization the Community Action
Agency in northern Indiana.

In 2005, REAL Services was des-
ignated by the Federal Government as
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