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the time, expense, and hard work re-
quired to raise a bushel of corn or soy-
beans, a ton of sugar beets, or to
produce a gallon of milk. Those lessons
have been important to me as I have
fought for Minnesota producers in the
Senate.

Doug has always known how impor-
tant our farmers and ranchers are to
our Nation’s food security and, thus,
our national security. And he worked
hard to ensure that people in Min-
nesota and across the country knew
how critical our producers are to feed-
ing a world with a growing population.

As our Nation increasingly comes to
grips with the causes and seriousness
of climate change, it is important to
point out that Doug was on the leading
edge of Minnesota’s clean energy tran-
sition for several decades. As a State
legislator, he was instrumental in
making Minnesota a national leader in
ethanol production. As a champion for
renewable energy, his priority was not
only to reduce our reliance on foreign
oil and to cut our use of fossil fuels,
but also to create badly needed jobs
and economic development in rural
communities across Minnesota.

Doug has always been a tireless
fighter for family farmers, and he
pushed hard against the excessive con-
centration of foreign and corporate
power in U.S. agriculture because those
forces were pushing food prices up for
American consumers. He knew that our
Nation’s network of family farms have
always delivered a safe, abundant, and
affordable food supply to the American
people, while receiving just 18 cents of
every dollar spent on food in this coun-
try. That is a pretty good deal by any
measure and one that more Americans
should appreciate.

So, to Doug, I say a heartfelt thank
you for your years of important work,
your friendship, and for teaching us all
about how important Minnesota farm-
ing is to our State, to our Nation, and
to the world. Your service has made a
positive difference to a generation of
Minnesota producers, and the work you
have done will continue to serve our
State well, long into the future.

I wish you and your wife, Elly, your
two sons, and your entire family the
best of luck in the future, and I hope
you continue to thrive in your well-
earned retirement.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. I thank my col-
league for his statement and agree.

Doug Peterson has served the Min-
nesota Farmers Union for 14 years, the
Minnesota State House of Representa-
tives for 12 years, and the Minnesota
public education system for 20 years.
Whether it has been through writing
and advocating legislation, painting on
a canvas, or educating students, for
nearly 40 years Doug Peterson has been
leaving his mark. That is why I am
proud to honor him today on his retire-
ment from the Minnesota Farmers
Union.
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TRAIL OF TEARS NATIONAL
HISTORIC TRAIL

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, in honor
of the National Park Service’s 100th
birthday year, I would like to recognize
the Trail of Tears National Historic
Trail, which covers nine States and
thousands of miles of land and water
routes.

The Trail of Tears is rooted in a pain-
ful, unfortunate time for our Nation.
Following the passage of the Indian Re-
moval Act of 1830, five tribes were
forced from their homes and into what
is now modern-day Oklahoma. These
five major Southeast tribes consisted
of Cherokee, Choctaw, Muscogee,
Chickasaw, and Seminole Indians. The
trail gets its name from the painful
trips these individuals took across the
country as disease, desertion, and
death characterized many of their jour-
neys.

Arkansas is a State full of rich his-
tory and heritage. While it is some-
times painful to recall, the Trail of
Tears National Historic Trail is a crit-
ical part of that history. The National
Park Service gave this trail this dis-
tinction in an effort to preserve the
story of the forced migration of these
Native Americans. We must learn from
the mistakes of our past so we do not
repeat them in the future.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO TRAVIS WOOD

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to congratulate Travis Wood, an
Arkansan who is a member of the 2016
World Series Champion Chicago Cubs.

Travis was born in Little Rock, AR.
He comes from an athletic family and
demonstrated his potential on the
baseball diamond early. He gained na-
tional notice as a member of Bryant’s
15-year-old All-Stars team when he
pitched a no-hitter and struck out 17
batters at the Babe Ruth World Series.

Travis played baseball at Bryant
High School, where he was a three-time
All-State selection and helped lead the
Bryant Hornets to the State champion-
ship game in his junior season. He went
on to win more accolades, including
Saline County ‘‘Male Athlete of the
Year” and the Arkansas Gatorade
“Player of the Year’ in addition to
being named to the Louisville Slugger
High School All-American team and
the Louisville Slugger ‘‘Player of the
Year’” in Arkansas.

After high school, Travis began his
professional baseball career when he
was drafted 60th overall by the Cin-
cinnati Reds. He made his major league
debut for the Reds against the Cubs at
Wrigley Field on July 1, 2010.

Wood was traded to the Cubs in 2011
and was named to the National League
All-Star Team in 2013. This season,
Travis was an integral part of the
Cubs’ bullpen, going 4-0 with a 2.95
ERA in 77 appearances.

While he’s known for his impressive
pitching repertoire, Travis has also had
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success in the batter’s box throughout
his career. That was on full display in
game 2 of this year’s National League
Division Series, when he hit a 393-foot
solo homerun against the Giants and
helped propel the Cubs to a 2-0 lead in
the series.

Travis has continued to impress
throughout his professional career, and
Arkansas is extremely proud of him.
We are so excited for Travis and his
teammates, who were able to come
back from a 3-1 series deficit to win the
World Series, the first time the Chi-
cago Cubs have done so in 108 years.

Travis Wood is a great ambassador
for the Natural State, and I am pleased
to recognize his achievements. Con-
gratulations, Travis and the entire Chi-
cago Cubs organization, on a historic
World Series championship.e

———

RECOGNIZING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF POST-SECONDARY EN-
ROLLMENT OPTIONS

e Mr. FRANKEN. Mr. President, today
I would like to recognize the 30th anni-
versary of post-secondary enrollment
options for high school students and
the former Governor of Minnesota,
Rudy Perpich, who founded this pro-
gram.

Mr. Perpich was the longest serving
Governor of Minnesota and a proud
member of the Democratic farm and
labor party in our great State. Since
1986, Minnesota’s high school juniors
and seniors have had the opportunity
to participate in courses at the college
level for dual credit and at no cost to
the student or their family. The pro-
gram has even grown now to allow
sophomores to participate. This has
made the transition between high
school and college so much easier and
affordable for our students. I have been
honored to continue this effort in the
Senate as we reformed the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act. Schools
across the country can now invest in
accelerated learning programs, includ-
ing dual enrollment programs, like
post-secondary enrollment options, as
part of their efforts to provide students
with a well-rounded education.

In 2014, more than 9,000 Minnesota
students took advantage of post-sec-
ondary enrollment option courses.
With the growing cost of college, it is
more important than ever that we con-
tinue to champion opportunities for
students to save. Today I would like to
honor Governor Rudy Perpich for in-
vesting in the education of our children
and working to make higher education
more accessible and affordable for all
students.e

——
TRIBUTE TO JULIA RATTI

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I
wish to congratulate Councilwoman
Julia Ratti of Sparks on her retire-
ment. After serving as a member of the
Sparks City Council for 8 years, Coun-
cilwoman Ratti retired on November
14, 2016. It gives me great pleasure to
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congratulate her on many years of
hard work for the city of Sparks and
her recent election to the Nevada State
Senate.

As a graduate of the University of
Nevada at Reno, UNR, Councilwoman
Ratti is an exemplary role model who
is truly devoted to the citizens of
Sparks and Nevada. Before she was
elected to the Sparks City Council,
Councilwoman Ratti founded and
served as president of Strategic Man-
agement Services, a consultant firm
providing nonprofit and government
services. Additionally, Councilwoman
Ratti worked as an influential leader
for young women as a Girl Scouts of
the USA nonprofit manager and former
executive.

Since her first term as councilwoman
in 2008, she remained committed to
helping the Sparks community by serv-
ing as a strong advocate for initiatives
that helped meet the needs of the city’s
most vulnerable. Specifically, as chair
of the city’s redevelopment agency,
Councilwoman Ratti focused on im-
proving infrastructure and develop-
ment in areas around Victorian
Square, as well as refining recreational
facilities. She also served on the
Washoe County District Board of
Health, Truckee Meadows Water Au-
thority, Capital Funding Protection
Committee and Oversight Committee
for School Facilities, and the Sparks
Legislative Team.

Councilwoman Ratti’s impact on
local businesses and her relentless ad-
vocacy for improving the Sparks com-
munity should serve as an example to
all. Her steadfast support for the chil-
dren of Sparks, as well as her entire
constituency, will be remembered and
missed. Councilwoman Ratti’s leader-
ship and achieved success throughout
northern Nevada proves her dedication
to community service, and she should
be proud of her accomplishments
throughout her tenure as a Sparks city
councilwoman. I am grateful for her
commitment to Sparks and to the
great State of Nevada.

Today I ask that all of my colleagues
join me in congratulating Council-
woman Ratti on her retirement, and I
offer my deepest appreciation for all
that she has done for Sparks and Ne-
vada. I offer my best wishes for many
fulfilling years to come.®

————
TRIBUTE TO RON SCHMITT

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I
wish to congratulate Councilman Ron
Schmitt, of Sparks, on his retirement.
After serving as a member of the
Sparks City Council for 15 years, Coun-
cilman Schmitt retired on November
14, 2016. It gives me great pleasure to
congratulate him on his retirement
after many years of hard work and
dedication to the city of Sparks.
Councilman Schmitt is an out-
standing example of someone who is
devoted to improving their community.
Upon moving to the Silver State and
living in the Sparks area for more than
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two decades, Northern Nevada has
greatly benefitted from Councilman
Schmitt’s leadership in and out of pub-
lic office. Before taking on the role as
city councilman in 2001, Councilman
Schmitt served on the Washoe County
Human Services Consortium Advisory
Board as member and chair, the Sparks
Planning Commission, and the Sparks
Citizens Advisory Committee. Mr.
Schmitt was also a member of the Na-
tional League of Cities and Municipali-
ties and once served on its board of di-
rectors.

Since his first term as city council-
man, he consistently remained com-
mitted to the people of Sparks and has
been a strong advocate for initiatives
that meet the needs of families. Addi-
tionally, while in office, Councilman
Schmitt managed RPS Consultant En-
terprise, as principal, served as presi-
dent of the Nevada League of Cities
and Municipalities, NLCM, and was se-
lected as the ‘‘Public Official of the
Year” by the NLCM in 2005. He also
dedicated much of his time to the Re-
gional Transportation Commission
Paratransit Advisory Committee and
the crisis call center.

Councilman Schmitt’s participation
in local business and community pro-
grams led him to be a tremendous lead-
er within local government. His unwav-
ering support and focus to ensuring the
needs of his constituency were met will
be truly missed. Councilman Schmitt
remains a prominent leader and will
continue to advocate on behalf of the
Sparks community. He exemplifies the
highest standards of community serv-
ice and should be proud of his long and
meaningful career. I am grateful for his
loyalty and commitment to Sparks and
to the great State of Nevada.

Today I ask that all of my colleagues
join me in congratulating Councilman
Schmitt on his retirement, and I offer
my deepest appreciation for all that he
has done for Sparks and Nevada. I offer
my best wishes for many successful and
fulfilling years to come.®

———

TRIBUTE TO JANET SNYDER

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Janet Snyder for
tirelessly supporting Nevada’s veterans
and military families, particularly
military spouses and widows. Mrs. Sny-
der is dedicated to giving back to the
brave men and women who defend our
freedom and has contributed greatly to
the Las Vegas military community and
to the greater good of the Silver State.

Mrs. Snyder understands the many
sacrifices military families make on a
daily basis. As an army wife, mother of
three, grandmother of six, and great-
grandmother of five, she stands as a
shining example of someone who has
devoted her life to the betterment of
others, selflessly serving to advocate
for the interests of our Nation’s heroes
and their families each day. Her dedi-
cation reminds us all of the importance
of thanking the men and women serv-
ing this great Nation, as well as their
families, for their countless sacrifices.
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Since the passing of her husband of 52
years, Mrs. Snyder has provided un-
wavering support and care for military
widows as president of several military
wives clubs and support groups. In fact,
Mrs. Snyder was recently installed as
president of the National Society of
Military Widows in October of 2016. The
Silver State is grateful and honored to
have a Nevadan leading this critical or-
ganization. Additionally, Mrs. Snyder
is the secretary and acting treasurer of
the Society of Military Widows of
Southern Nevada Chapter 34 and was
also the founding president from 2012
to 2015. Mrs. Snyder is also an active
member of multiple religious groups.
She was editor of the Military Jewish
Chapel Newsletter and directed and
participated in many projects with
local religious leaders from Protestant,
Catholic, and Jewish communities.

Mrs. Snyder is also known for her
outstanding advocacy for military wid-
ows by fighting against unfair benefit
adjustments that negatively impact
families of deceased veterans. Specifi-
cally, she has played a pivotal role in
fighting for legislation, S. 979, to re-
verse the offset of the Survivor Benefit
Plan, SBP, and Dependency and Indem-
nity Compensation, DIC, programs so
that spouses of late military retirees
fairly receive their deserved benefits
without any deductions. As a cosponsor
of this bill in the Senate and as a mem-
ber of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs
Committee, I truly admire Mrs. Sny-
der’s commitment to these families
and believe she is an extraordinary role
model to all Nevadans.

Mrs. Snyder’s hard work has not gone
unnoticed. I extend my deepest grati-
tude to Mrs. Snyder for her noble con-
tributions to the Las Vegas military
community. Her service to Nevada
places her among the most remarkable
men and women of the State, and ac-
knowledgement of her dedication is
well deserved.

I ask my colleagues and all Nevadans
to join me in recognizing Mrs. Snyder
and her work with veterans and their
families. Her efforts are both honorable
and necessary. I wish her the best of
luck in all of her future endeavors.e

———
TRIBUTE TO DR. MATTI VAZEEN

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Dr. Matti Vazeen, an
incredible ophthalmologist, for the un-
wavering care and support he provides
to all of his patients in northern Ne-
vada. Dr. Vazeen stands as a true ex-
ample of someone who has spent many
years dedicated to the Silver State.
Before settling in Nevada, Dr. Vazeen
studied at Northwestern University
and completed his residency from Lou-
isiana State University in New Orle-
ans. He established himself in Northern
Nevada in 1999 and has worked in the
Carson Valley area ever since. Dr.
Vazeen is a well-known, prominent eye
physician who specializes in serving
seniors. Many of Dr. Vazeen’s patients
rely on his expertise and appreciate his
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