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Whereas Chicago Cubs manager Joe 

Maddon was a candidate for the 2016 Na-
tional League Manager of the Year Award, 
after having received the 2015 National 
League Manager of the Year Award; 

Whereas Chicago Cubs President of Base-
ball Operations Theo Epstein joined the Chi-
cago Cubs front office in 2011 and succeeded 
in building a World Series Champion team; 

Whereas the Chicago Cubs fell short in the 
2015 National League Championship Series, 
fueling a determination— 

(1) to return to the playoffs; and 

(2) to win a World Series in 2016; 
Whereas Chicago Cubs fans followed the 

triumphs of the 2016 season by tuning into 
games called by Chicago Cubs television 
broadcasters Len Kasper and Jim Deshaies 
and Chicago Cubs radio broadcasters Pat 
Hughes and Ron Coomer; 

Whereas the Chicago Cubs played 3 excel-
lent teams in the 2016 postseason that de-
serve congratulations for their achieve-
ments, including— 

(1) the San Francisco Giants in the Na-
tional League Division Series; 

(2) the Los Angeles Dodgers in the Na-
tional League Championship Series; and 

(3) the Cleveland Indians in the World Se-
ries; 

Whereas the Chicago Cubs won their first 
World Series since 1908, filling people in Chi-
cago and Chicago Cubs fans everywhere with 
pride; 

Whereas the Chicago Cubs showed extraor-
dinary steadiness, teamwork, focus, and love 
of the game in proving again to be an organi-
zation of great character, determination, and 
heart, a reflection of the city of Chicago and 
the State of Illinois; 

Whereas on November 4, 2016, an estimated 
5,000,000 fans gathered in Chicago to fly the 
W flag and celebrate the Chicago Cubs vic-
tory in the largest parade and rally in 
United States history; and 

Whereas the Chicago Cubs are the 2016 
World Series champions: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends the Chicago Cubs on their— 
(A) 2016 World Series championship title; 

and 
(B) outstanding performance during the 

2016 Major League Baseball season; 
(2) recognizes the achievements of the 

players, coaches, management, and support 
staff of the Chicago Cubs and the operations 
staff of Wrigley Field, the dedication and 
persistence of whom made victory possible; 

(3) congratulates— 
(A) the city of Chicago; 
(B) the entire Chicagoland area; 
(C) Chicago Cubs fans everywhere; 
(D) the mayor of the City of Chicago, the 

Honorable Rahm Emanuel; 
(E) Chicago Cubs Chairman, Mr. Tom 

Ricketts, and the Ricketts family; 
(F) Chicago Cubs President of Baseball Op-

erations, Mr. Theo Epstein; 
(G) Chicago Cubs Executive Vice President 

and General Manager, Mr. Jed Hoyer; 
(H) Chicago Cubs President of Business Op-

erations, Mr. Crane Kenney; and 
(I) Executive Vice President of Community 

and Government Affairs and Chief Legal Of-
ficer, Mr. Michael Lufrano; and 

(4) respectfully requests that the Secretary 
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of 
this resolution to— 

(A) Chicago Cubs Chairman, Mr. Tom 
Ricketts; 

(B) Chicago Cubs President of Baseball Op-
erations, Mr. Theo Epstein; and 

(C) Chicago Cubs Manager, Mr. Joe 
Maddon. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 619—RECOG-
NIZING NATIONAL NATIVE 
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 
AND CELEBRATING THE HERIT-
AGES AND CULTURES OF NA-
TIVE AMERICANS AND THE CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF NATIVE AMERI-
CANS TO THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Ms. 

BALDWIN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. DAINES, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. HATCH, 
Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. HELL-
ER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KAINE, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. MORAN, 
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
REID, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. SCHATZ, Ms. 
STABENOW, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. TESTER, 
Mr. THUNE, Mr. UDALL, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
ENZI, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. LANKFORD, and 
Mr. KING) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 619 

Whereas, from November 1, 2016, through 
November 30, 2016, the United States cele-
brates National Native American Heritage 
Month; 

Whereas National Native American Herit-
age Month is an opportunity to consider and 
recognize the contributions of Native Ameri-
cans to the history of the United States; 

Whereas Native Americans are descendants 
of the original, indigenous inhabitants of 
what is now the United States; 

Whereas the Bureau of the Census esti-
mated that, in 2010, there were more than 
5,000,000 individuals of Native American de-
scent in the United States; 

Whereas Native Americans maintain vi-
brant cultures and traditions and hold a 
deeply rooted sense of community; 

Whereas Native Americans have moving 
stories of tragedy, triumph, and persever-
ance that need to be shared with future gen-
erations; 

Whereas Native Americans speak and pre-
serve indigenous languages, which have con-
tributed to the English language by being 
used as names of individuals and locations 
throughout the United States; 

Whereas Congress has consistently re-
affirmed the support of the United States of 
tribal self-governance and self-determination 
and the commitment of the United States to 
improving the lives of all Native Americans 
by— 

(1) enhancing health care and law enforce-
ment resources; and 

(2) improving the housing and socio-
economic status of Native Americans; 

Whereas the United States is committed to 
strengthening the government-to-govern-
ment relationship that the United States has 
maintained with the various Indian tribes; 

Whereas Congress has recognized the con-
tributions of the Iroquois Confederacy and 
the influence of the Iroquois Confederacy on 
the Founding Fathers in the drafting of the 
Constitution of the United States with the 
concepts of— 

(1) freedom of speech; 
(2) the separation of governmental powers; 

and 
(3) the system of checks and balances be-

tween the branches of government; 
Whereas, with the enactment of the Native 

American Heritage Day Act of 2009 (Public 
Law 111–33; 123 Stat. 1922), Congress— 

(1) reaffirmed the government-to-govern-
ment relationship between the United States 
and Native American governments; and 

(2) recognized the important contributions 
of Native Americans to the culture of the 
United States; 

Whereas Native Americans have made dis-
tinct and important contributions to the 
United States and the rest of the world in 
many fields, including the fields of agri-
culture, medicine, music, language, and art; 

Whereas Native Americans have distin-
guished themselves as inventors, entre-
preneurs, spiritual leaders, and scholars; 

Whereas Native Americans have served 
with honor and distinction in the Armed 
Forces and continue to serve in the Armed 
Forces in greater numbers per capita than 
any other group in the United States; 

Whereas the United States has recognized 
the contribution of the Native American 
code talkers in World War I and World War 
II, who used indigenous languages as an un-
breakable military code, saving countless 
lives in the United States; and 

Whereas the people of the United States 
have reason to honor the great achievements 
and contributions of Native Americans and 
their ancestors: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the month of November 2016 

as ‘‘National Native American Heritage 
Month’’; 

(2) recognizes the Friday after Thanks-
giving as ‘‘Native American Heritage Day’’ 
in accordance with section 2(10) of the Native 
American Heritage Day Act of 2009 (Public 
Law 111–33; 123 Stat. 1923); and 

(3) urges the people of the United States to 
observe National Native American Heritage 
Month and Native American Heritage Day 
with appropriate programs and activities. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 5110. Mr. ALEXANDER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2873, to require studies and re-
ports examining the use of, and opportuni-
ties to use, technology-enabled collaborative 
learning and capacity building models to im-
prove programs of the Department of Health 
and Human Services, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 5111. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. MORAN 
(for himself and Mr. TESTER)) proposed an 
amendment to the bill H.R. 3471, to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to make certain 
improvements in the provision of auto-
mobiles and adaptive equipment by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 5110. Mr. ALEXANDER submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2873, to require 
studies and reports examining the use 
of, and opportunities to use, tech-
nology-enabled collaborative learning 
and capacity building models to im-
prove programs of the Department of 
Health and Human Services, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Expanding 
Capacity for Health Outcomes Act’’ or the 
‘‘ECHO Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) HEALTH PROFESSIONAL SHORTAGE AREA.— 

The term ‘‘health professional shortage 
area’’ means a health professional shortage 
area designated under section 332 of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254e). 

(2) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 4 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S6491 November 17, 2016 
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304). 

(3) MEDICALLY UNDERSERVED AREA.—The 
term ‘‘medically underserved area’’ has the 
meaning given the term ‘‘medically under-
served community’’ in section 799B of the 
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 295p). 

(4) MEDICALLY UNDERSERVED POPULATION.— 
The term ‘‘medically underserved popu-
lation’’ has the meaning given the term in 
section 330(b) of the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 254b(b)). 

(5) NATIVE AMERICANS.—The term ‘‘Native 
Americans’’ has the meaning given the term 
in section 736 of the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 293) and includes Indian tribes 
and tribal organizations. 

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. 

(7) TECHNOLOGY-ENABLED COLLABORATIVE 
LEARNING AND CAPACITY BUILDING MODEL.— 
The term ‘‘technology-enabled collaborative 
learning and capacity building model’’ 
means a distance health education model 
that connects specialists with multiple other 
health care professionals through simulta-
neous interactive videoconferencing for the 
purpose of facilitating case-based learning, 
disseminating best practices, and evaluating 
outcomes. 

(8) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘‘trib-
al organization’’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 4 of the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act (25 
U.S.C. 5304). 

SEC. 3. EXAMINATION AND REPORT ON TECH-
NOLOGY-ENABLED COLLABORATIVE 
LEARNING AND CAPACITY BUILDING 
MODELS. 

(a) EXAMINATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall exam-

ine technology-enabled collaborative learn-
ing and capacity building models and their 
impact on— 

(A) addressing mental and substance use 
disorders, chronic diseases and conditions, 
prenatal and maternal health, pediatric care, 
pain management, and palliative care; 

(B) addressing health care workforce 
issues, such as specialty care shortages and 
primary care workforce recruitment, reten-
tion, and support for lifelong learning; 

(C) the implementation of public health 
programs, including those related to disease 
prevention, infectious disease outbreaks, and 
public health surveillance; 

(D) the delivery of health care services in 
rural areas, frontier areas, health profes-
sional shortage areas, and medically under-
served areas, and to medically underserved 
populations and Native Americans; and 

(E) addressing other issues the Secretary 
determines appropriate. 

(2) CONSULTATION.—In the examination re-
quired under paragraph (1), the Secretary 
shall consult public and private stakeholders 
with expertise in using technology-enabled 
collaborative learning and capacity building 
models in health care settings. 

(b) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of 
the Senate and the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce of the House of Representa-
tives, and post on the appropriate website of 
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices, a report based on the examination 
under subsection (a). 

(2) CONTENTS.—The report required under 
paragraph (1) shall include findings from the 
examination under subsection (a) and each of 
the following: 

(A) An analysis of— 

(i) the use and integration of technology- 
enabled collaborative learning and capacity 
building models by health care providers; 

(ii) the impact of such models on health 
care provider retention, including in health 
professional shortage areas in the States and 
communities in which such models have 
been adopted; 

(iii) the impact of such models on the qual-
ity of, and access to, care for patients in the 
States and communities in which such mod-
els have been adopted; 

(iv) the barriers faced by health care pro-
viders, States, and communities in adopting 
such models; 

(v) the impact of such models on the abil-
ity of local health care providers and special-
ists to practice to the full extent of their 
education, training, and licensure, including 
the effects on patient wait times for spe-
cialty care; and 

(vi) efficient and effective practices used 
by States and communities that have adopt-
ed such models, including potential cost-ef-
fectiveness of such models. 

(B) A list of such models that have been 
funded by the Secretary in the 5 years imme-
diately preceding such report, including the 
Federal programs that have provided funding 
for such models. 

(C) Recommendations to reduce barriers 
for using and integrating such models, and 
opportunities to improve adoption of, and 
support for, such models as appropriate. 

(D) Opportunities for increased adoption of 
such models into programs of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services that are 
in existence as of the report. 

(E) Recommendations regarding the role of 
such models in continuing medical education 
and lifelong learning, including the role of 
academic medical centers, provider organiza-
tions, and community providers in such edu-
cation and lifelong learning. 

SA 5111. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
MORAN (for himself and Mr. TESTER)) 
proposed an amendment to the bill 
H.R. 3471, to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to make certain improve-
ments in the provision of automobiles 
and adaptive equipment by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans 
Mobility Safety Act of 2016’’. 
SEC. 2. PERSONAL SELECTIONS OF AUTO-

MOBILES AND ADAPTIVE EQUIP-
MENT. 

Section 3903(b) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘Except’’ and inserting ‘‘(1) 
Except’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(2) The Secretary shall ensure that to the 
extent practicable an eligible person who is 
provided an automobile or other conveyance 
under this chapter is given the opportunity 
to make personal selections relating to such 
automobile or other conveyance.’’. 
SEC. 3. COMPREHENSIVE POLICY FOR THE AUTO-

MOBILES ADAPTIVE EQUIPMENT 
PROGRAM. 

(a) COMPREHENSIVE POLICY.—The Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs shall develop a com-
prehensive policy regarding quality stand-
ards for providers who provide modification 
services to veterans under the automobile 
adaptive equipment program. 

(b) SCOPE.—The policy developed under 
subsection (a) shall cover each of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The Department of Veterans Affairs- 
wide management of the automobile adapt-
ive equipment program. 

(2) The development of standards for safety 
and quality of equipment and installation of 
equipment through the automobile adaptive 
equipment program, including with respect 
to the defined differentiations in levels of 
modification complexity. 

(3) The consistent application of standards 
for safety and quality of both equipment and 
installation throughout the Department. 

(4) In accordance with subsection (c)(1), the 
certification of a provider by a manufacturer 
if the Secretary designates the quality 
standards of such manufacturer as meeting 
or exceeding the standards developed under 
this section. 

(5) In accordance with subsection (c)(2), the 
certification of a provider by a third party, 
nonprofit organization if the Secretary des-
ignates the quality standards of such organi-
zation as meeting or exceeding the standards 
developed under this section. 

(6) The education and training of personnel 
of the Department who administer the auto-
mobile adaptive equipment program. 

(7) The compliance of the provider with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 
U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) when furnishing auto-
mobile adaptive equipment at the facility of 
the provider. 

(8) The allowance, where technically ap-
propriate, for veterans to receive modifica-
tions at their residence or location of choice, 
including standards that ensure such receipt 
and notification to veterans of the avail-
ability of such receipt. 

(c) CERTIFICATION OF MANUFACTURERS AND 
THIRD PARTY, NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS.— 

(1) CERTIFICATION OF MANUFACTURERS.—The 
Secretary shall approve a manufacturer as a 
certifying manufacturer for purposes of sub-
section (b)(4), if the manufacturer dem-
onstrates that its certification standards 
meet or exceed the quality standards devel-
oped under this section. 

(2) CERTIFICATION OF THIRD PARTY, NON-
PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may ap-
prove two or more private, nonprofit organi-
zations as third party, nonprofit certifying 
organizations for purposes of subsection 
(b)(5). 

(B) LIMITATION.—If at any time there is 
only one third party, nonprofit certifying or-
ganization approved by the Secretary for 
purposes of subsection (b)(5), such organiza-
tion shall not be permitted to provide cer-
tifications under such subsection until such 
time as the Secretary approves a second 
third party, nonprofit certifying organiza-
tion for purposes of such subsection. 

(d) UPDATES.— 
(1) INITIAL UPDATES.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall update Veterans Health 
Administration Handbook 1173.4, or any suc-
cessor handbook or directive, in accordance 
with the policy developed under subsection 
(a). 

(2) SUBSEQUENT UPDATES.—Not less fre-
quently than once every 6 years thereafter, 
the Secretary shall update such handbook, 
or any successor handbook or directive. 

(e) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall de-
velop the policy under subsection (a), and re-
vise such policy under subsection (d), in con-
sultation with veterans service organiza-
tions, the National Highway Transportation 
Administration, industry representatives, 
manufacturers of automobile adaptive equip-
ment, and other entities with expertise in in-
stalling, repairing, replacing, or manufac-
turing mobility equipment or developing mo-
bility accreditation standards for auto-
mobile adaptive equipment. 

(f) CONFLICTS.—In developing and imple-
menting the policy under subsection (a), the 
Secretary shall— 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6492 November 17, 2016 
(1) minimize the possibility of conflicts of 

interest, to the extent practicable; and 
(2) establish procedures that ensure 

against the use of a certifying organization 
referred to in subsection (b)(5) that has a fi-
nancial conflict of interest regarding the 
certification of an eligible provider. 

(g) BIENNIAL REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date on which the Secretary updates 
Veterans Health Administration Handbook 
1173.4, or any successor handbook or direc-
tive, under subsection (d), and not less fre-
quently than once every other year there-
after through 2022, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of 
the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port on the implementation and facility 
compliance with the policy developed under 
subsection (a). 

(2) CONTENTS.—The report required by 
paragraph (1) shall include the following: 

(A) A description of the implementation 
plan for the policy developed under sub-
section (a) and any revisions to such policy 
under subsection (d). 

(B) A description of the performance meas-
ures used to determine the effectiveness of 
such policy in ensuring the safety of vet-
erans enrolled in the automobile adaptive 
equipment program. 

(C) An assessment of safety issues due to 
improper installations based on a survey of 
recipients of adaptive equipment from the 
Department. 

(D) An assessment of the adequacy of the 
adaptive equipment services of the Depart-
ment based on a survey of recipients of 
adaptive equipment from the Department. 

(E) An assessment of the training provided 
to the personnel of the Department with re-
spect to administering the program. 

(F) An assessment of the certified pro-
viders of the Department of adaptive equip-
ment with respect to meeting the minimum 
standards developed under subsection (b)(2). 

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) AUTOMOBILE ADAPTIVE EQUIPMENT PRO-

GRAM.—The term ‘‘automobile adaptive 
equipment program’’ means the program ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs pursuant to chapter 39 of title 38, 
United States Code. 

(2) VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATION.—The 
term ‘‘veterans service organization’’ means 
any organization recognized by the Sec-
retary for the representation of veterans 
under section 5902 of title 38, United States 
Code. 
SEC. 4. APPOINTMENT OF LICENSED HEARING 

AID SPECIALISTS IN VETERANS 
HEALTH ADMINISTRATION. 

(a) LICENSED HEARING AID SPECIALISTS.— 
(1) APPOINTMENT.—Section 7401(3) of title 

38, United States Code, is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘licensed hearing aid specialists,’’ after 
‘‘Audiologists,’’. 

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—Section 7402(b)(14) of 
such title is amended by inserting ‘‘, hearing 
aid specialist’’ after ‘‘dental technologist’’. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—With respect to ap-
pointing hearing aid specialists under sec-
tions 7401 and 7402 of title 38, United States 
Code, as amended by subsection (a), and pro-
viding services furnished by such specialists, 
the Secretary shall ensure that— 

(1) a hearing aid specialist may only per-
form hearing services consistent with the 
hearing aid specialist’s State license related 
to the practice of fitting and dispensing 
hearing aids without excluding other quali-
fied professionals, including audiologists, 
from rendering services in overlapping prac-
tice areas; 

(2) services provided to veterans by hearing 
aid specialists shall be provided as part of 

the non-medical treatment plan developed 
by an audiologist; and 

(3) the medical facilities of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs provide to veterans ac-
cess to the full range of professional services 
provided by an audiologist. 

(c) CONSULTATION.—In determining the 
qualifications required for hearing aid spe-
cialists and in carrying out subsection (b), 
the Secretary shall consult with veterans 
service organizations, audiologists, 
otolaryngologists, hearing aid specialists, 
and other stakeholder and industry groups 
as the Secretary determines appropriate. 

(d) ANNUAL REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, and 
annually thereafter during the 5-year period 
beginning on the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall submit to Congress a report on the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Timely access of veterans to hearing 
health services through the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

(B) Contracting policies of the Department 
with respect to providing hearing health 
services to veterans in facilities that are not 
facilities of the Department. 

(2) TIMELY ACCESS TO SERVICES.—Each re-
port shall, with respect to the matter speci-
fied in paragraph (1)(A) for the 1-year period 
preceding the submittal of such report, in-
clude the following: 

(A) The staffing levels of audiologists, 
hearing aid specialists, and health techni-
cians in audiology in the Veterans Health 
Administration. 

(B) A description of the metrics used by 
the Secretary in measuring performance 
with respect to appointments and care relat-
ing to hearing health. 

(C) The average time that a veteran waits 
to receive an appointment, beginning on the 
date on which the veteran makes the re-
quest, for the following: 

(i) A disability rating evaluation for a 
hearing-related disability. 

(ii) A hearing aid evaluation. 
(iii) Dispensing of hearing aids. 
(iv) Any follow-up hearing health appoint-

ment. 
(D) The percentage of veterans whose total 

wait time for appointments described in sub-
paragraph (C), including an initial and fol-
low-up appointment, if applicable, is more 
than 30 days. 

(3) CONTRACTING POLICIES.—Each report 
shall, with respect to the matter specified in 
paragraph (1)(B) for the 1-year period pre-
ceding the submittal of such report, include 
the following: 

(A) The number of veterans that the Sec-
retary refers to non-Department audiologists 
for hearing health care appointments. 

(B) The number of veterans that the Sec-
retary refers to non-Department hearing aid 
specialists for follow-up appointments for a 
hearing aid evaluation, the dispensing of 
hearing aids, or any other purpose relating 
to hearing health. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on November 17, 2016, at 11:55 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee On Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on November 17, 2016, at 2 p.m., 
in room SH–219 of the Hart Senate Of-
fice Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Sophia Vogt 
and Emily Douglas, legislative fellow 
in my office, be granted the privilege of 
the floor for the remainder of this Con-
gress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Major—Lieu-
tenant Colonel-select—Chivis, our de-
fense fellow, be granted the privileges 
of the floor for the rest of this session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—S. 2873 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that at 11 a.m. 
on Tuesday, November 29, the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 2873 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. I further ask consent that 
the Alexander substitute amendment 
No. 5110 be agreed to, that there be up 
to 30 minutes of debate, equally divided 
in the usual form, and following the 
use or yielding back of that time, the 
bill, as amended, be read a third time, 
and the Senate vote on the bill, as 
amended, with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TOM STAGG FEDERAL BUILDING 
AND UNITED STATES COURT-
HOUSE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask the Chair to lay before the Senate 
the message to accompany S. 2754. 

The Presiding Officer laid before the 
Senate the following message from the 
House of Representatives: 

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S. 
2754) entitled ‘‘An Act to designate the Fed-
eral building and United States courthouse 
located at 300 Fannin Street in Shreveport, 
Louisiana, as the ‘Tom Stagg Federal Build-
ing and United States Courthouse’.’’, do pass 
with amendments. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to concur in the House amend-
ment and the House title amendment. I 
further ask unanimous consent that 
the motions be agreed to and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 
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