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talk about a bill, S. 3084, the American 
Innovation and Competitiveness Act. 
This is a piece of legislation that has 
taken several years of patience, perse-
verance, a lot of hard work, and testi-
mony from both sides of the aisle. 

I am pleased that Senator PETERS 
from Michigan and I have finally been 
able to come up with a product that 
has the strongest bipartisan support in 
both the Senate and the House. This is 
an effort that builds on the America 
COMPETES legislation. America COM-
PETES was first passed over a decade 
ago as an effort to make the United 
States more competitive economically, 
an effort to make sure we had the 
skills and our workers, the STEM force 
education to compete with nations 
around the world as global competition 
increases, as other nations try to gain 
an advantage over the United States in 
their manufacturing processes and in 
their innovation processes. 

The America COMPETES legislation 
arose from a report that was put to-
gether by a group of individuals—very 
smart business leaders, scientists— 
known as the ‘‘Rising Above the Gath-
ering Storm’’ report, the ‘‘RAGS’’ re-
port, the idea being, how are we going 
to make sure the United States re-
mains competitive and how do we 
make sure we have the education pro-
grams we need in this country to gear 
the next-generation workforce for a 
more competitive environment? So we 
put together this bill, a bipartisan bill, 
passing it out of the Commerce Com-
mittee for the first time in a decade— 
the America COMPETES legislation— 
to renew this policy effort. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of Calendar No. 
695, S. 3084. I further ask that the com-
mittee-reported substitute amendment 
be withdrawn; the Gardner substitute 
amendment be agreed to; the bill, as 
amended, be considered read a third 
time and passed; and that the motions 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Ohio. 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, reserving 

the right to object, this legislation 
sounds pretty good. It is bipartisan, 
but I also know that in my State there 
are more than 1,000 retired mine work-
ers and their widows. We know that 
people who have worked in the mines 
for 30, 35, or 40 years are more likely to 
be sick and die younger. These 1,000- 
plus mine workers have been denied 
their pensions. Their pensions and 
health care have been threatened. 
Many of them are widows of mine 
workers. Yet, we have bipartisan sup-
port. It passed out of the Finance Com-
mittee 16 to 8, and Senator MCCON-
NELL—one person in this body—has 
blocked the mine workers pension and 
health care legislation for weeks and 
weeks and months and months. 

I would be very happy to support and 
help Senator GARDNER in this legisla-

tion, the American Innovation and 
Competitiveness Act. I hope he will 
speak to the Republican leader and ask 
him to do the right thing to help these 
pensioners, widows, and mine workers 
whose pensions are threatened and 
whose health care is about to be cut 
off. 

Mr. President, I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
The Senator from Colorado. 
Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, again, 

I want to reiterate that this legisla-
tion, the America COMPETES bill, is a 
bipartisan product. We have spent 
countless hours working with people 
from around the country to come up 
with a bill that focuses on giving work-
ers and employees the skills they need 
to succeed. 

I understand the objection of the 
Senator from Ohio, which is based on 
the need to move forward with the leg-
islation they are talking about, but it 
is my understanding that there is at 
least an effort to work on that legisla-
tion, which would provide some time to 
come up with a longer term solution 
providing an extension of the health 
care coverage they have been seeking 
for some time, although not the entire 
benefit package they were hoping 
would be extended under the legisla-
tion they were also talking about. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I can’t 
exactly speak for my colleagues, but I 
know a number of Senators on this side 
of the aisle will be pleased to work 
with the Senator on this legislation, 
and I am hopeful we can do both in the 
days ahead. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Colorado. 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I 
thank the Senator from Ohio. 

One of the challenges we have, of 
course, is the calendar, as this reaches 
toward the end. Again, I am committed 
to stay here as long as we can to fix 
this and make this work. I do worry 
about our colleagues across the hall-
way and their calendar and making 
sure that they are finding the time to 
process this legislation, along with the 
legislation that the Senator from Ohio 
is concerned about. 

Again, I think this is something that 
we ought to be able to move on as we 
address the concerns of the Senator 
from Ohio—and the concerns that I 
think, at least to some degree, will be 
addressed in the continuing resolu-
tion—and to continue to work on legis-
lation that is truly bipartisan and ben-
eficial from a standpoint of providing 
more resources for manufacturing part-
nerships, more resources for commer-
cialization efforts, additional resources 
for STEM education, and having more 
underrepresented minority community 
members involved in STEM education 
fields. These are things I think we can 
work on, and this place has to have the 
ability to work together on efforts that 
the Senator from Ohio is so concerned 

about and also the efforts that we have 
through the America COMPETES legis-
lation. I believe we can do both. 

I understand the objection, and I ap-
preciate the offer and willingness to 
work together. But I know when you 
have a House and a Senate that work 
under two different calendars, one of 
which is under our control—again, let’s 
stay here until we get this done. There 
is one calendar that is out of our con-
trol, and I just hope we can move for-
ward on this because all 50 States do 
benefit from the bipartisan work we 
have been able to put forward on the 
American Innovation and Competitive-
ness Act. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I appre-
ciate those words. I also recognize that 
we have not seen a continuing resolu-
tion yet. There is a rumor that it has 
4 months of health care but it doesn’t 
have any pension assistance, and there 
is nothing about fully funding their 
pension and continuing with their 
health care. They have already gotten 
a notice saying their health care will 
be terminated. If we continue this for 4 
months, they will get another notice in 
January. That is all hearsay because 
we still have not seen the bill. 

I know we are working on separate 
calendars. I understand that, and 
maybe the House is going to take the 
ball and go home, showing a real matu-
rity in its leadership. The fact is we 
need to stay here. I don’t know why we 
need to get out and go home for Christ-
mas tomorrow or even Friday. I think 
we should stay here until we finish. We 
have been here until December 24 be-
fore. I am fine with that. I want to be 
home. I have a wife whom I love and 
kids and grandchildren, and I want to 
see them all, but I want to take care of 
these miners. 

Show us a bill. Let’s talk about it, 
negotiate this, and follow regular 
order. I believe we had an 18-to-8 vote 
on taking care of this health care for 
miners. We can honor what Senator 
GARDNER, the Senator from Colorado, 
wants to do. I am fine with doing that, 
but we are not going to do any of those 
things until we take care of the min-
ers. We have an obligation to them 
that President Truman had begun with 
a pledge. It is morally reprehensible to 
betray that commitment to 12,000 re-
tired miners and their widows in the 
country. 

I want to do all of that, and I know 
Senator GARDNER does too. It is up to 
my colleagues to push the majority 
leader, who, for whatever reason, is 
blocking this and is continuing to 
block our ability to do this. We should 
stay here until it is finished. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO JAMES R. CLAPPER, 
JR. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, 
today I wish to pay tribute to a true 
leader in every sense of the word. 
James R. Clapper, Jr., has had a defin-
ing impact on the U.S. Intelligence 
Community over his past half-century 
of service. As of today, he has served 
2,190 days as the Director of National 
Intelligence, DNI, which makes him 
the longest serving DNI, surpassing the 
combined time of all the Directors who 
served before him. Director Clapper has 
dedicated his life to the field of intel-
ligence, and his contributions to the 
Nation are significant. 

Jim Clapper began his distinguished 
career as a rifleman in the U.S. Marine 
Corps Reserve, before becoming a com-
missioned officer in the U.S. Air Force 
in 1963. For 31 years, he served this Na-
tion in various intelligence capacities, 
commanding signals intelligence oper-
ations both inside the United States 
and overseas. From 1991–1995, he served 
as the Director of the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency, retiring with the rank 
of lieutenant general. After 6 years in 
the private sector, he took over the 
reins of the National Imagery and Map-
ping Agency in 2001 and spearheaded its 
transformation into today’s National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency. 

In 2007, President George W. Bush 
nominated General Clapper to serve as 
the Department of Defense’s chief in-
telligence officer as the Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Intelligence, 
where he served in both the Bush and 
Obama administrations. President 
Obama nominated Jim Clapper to serve 
as the Director of National Intelligence 
in 2010, only the fourth person to serve 
in that position since its creation in 
the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism 
Prevention Act of 2004. 

As the chairman of the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence, I was ini-
tially concerned that General Clapper’s 
military background would be inappro-
priate to lead a mostly civilian intel-
ligence enterprise. He made clear his 
intent to lead objectively and in the 
best interest of intelligence, and he 
did. He brought important stability to 
this position. During the next 6 years, 
he and I talked frequently and dis-
cussed many topics of critical impor-
tance to this Nation. We also discussed 
changes he sought to implement to im-
prove the operations of the intelligence 
community. These changes had, and 
will continue to have, a positive and 
lasting impact on the intelligence com-
munity. 

During his tenure as DNI, Director 
Clapper focused relentlessly on intel-
ligence integration, with a definitive 
focus on mission. He made important 
changes in how the Office of the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence operated, 
including creating National Intel-
ligence Managers, who oversaw the in-

tegration efforts across the intel-
ligence community for specific mission 
areas. He put in place a planning, pro-
gramming, budgeting, and evaluation 
system that set priorities, managed re-
sources, and evaluated effectiveness of 
each taxpayer dollar being spent. He 
also began the ambitious goal of cre-
ating a common information tech-
nology infrastructure, known as the In-
telligence Community Information 
Technology Enterprise, IC ITE, that 
will dramatically serve to improve in-
telligence integration. In addition, Di-
rector Clapper brought increased trans-
parency to the intelligence community 
so that the public can have greater 
confidence in our intelligence capabili-
ties and their appropriate use. His ac-
complishments are too many to enu-
merate here, but suffice it to say that 
his positive legacy within the intel-
ligence community will continue for 
years to come. 

Part of Director Clapper’s strength 
as the Director of National Intelligence 
has been his deep understanding of this 
Nation’s intelligence activities and his 
extensive network of colleagues with 
whom he worked across the intel-
ligence enterprise to help serve the 
users of intelligence, be they policy-
makers, warfighters, law enforcement, 
or national security officials. His com-
mitment to advancing women and mi-
norities in the field of intelligence is 
particularly noteworthy. He selected 
the first woman to lead a major intel-
ligence agency, naming Betty Sapp to 
be Director of the National Reconnais-
sance Office. He also named Tricia 
Long to be Director of the National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency and re-
cruited Stephanie O’Sullivan to be 
Principal Deputy Director for National 
Intelligence as his partner in creating 
and instituting change in the intel-
ligence community. 

While Jim Clapper portrays a some-
what gruff exterior, his concern for his 
employees and quiet sensitivities are 
well known to the countless staff who 
have received hand-written notes from 
him extolling exemplary work, con-
gratulations on births and weddings, or 
heartfelt condolences for the loss of a 
loved one. 

Today I want to congratulate him on 
his remarkable career and offer my 
gratitude for his decades of commit-
ment and sacrifices to this Nation. I 
also thank his wife, Susan, who herself 
was an NSA employee, for her unfailing 
support over their 51-year marriage 
that allowed for the successes that Jim 
has achieved. The Nation owes this pa-
triot a debt of gratitude. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE JEWISH WAR 
VETERANS OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA 
Mr. KIRK. Mr. President, I would 

like to honor the Jewish War Veterans 
of the United States of America, JWV, 
as they celebrate their 120th anniver-
sary. Their service has not only bene-
fitted the Jewish and veterans commu-
nities, but this Nation as a whole. 

Since 1896, the JWV has been the Na-
tion’s leading organization rep-
resenting those of Jewish faith who 
have served overseas in the military. 
The Jewish community has served in 
every war and conflict that this great 
country has fought, beginning with the 
Revolutionary War, including the Civil 
War, and with our current military en-
gagements in Iraq and Afghanistan. In 
1933, the JWV protested against Nazi 
Germany’s policies towards Jews. JWV 
continued its legacy in advocacy in 
1963, as the only veterans organization 
that joined Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
March on Washington for civil rights. 

The JWV continues its mission to 
preserve the Jewish American military 
legacy, protect veterans rights, and 
promote community with 250 posts 
across the Nation and in Israel. The 
JWV provides numerous contributions 
to society, including partnering with 
Boy Scouts of America and Girl Scouts 
of the USA; working with JROTC, 
ROTC, and other military college pro-
grams; providing disaster relief serv-
ices to victims of natural disasters; and 
speaking out against anti-Semitism. 
The JWV has proven that Jews have 
been and continue to be a vital element 
in the preservation of American doc-
trine and the defense and maintenance 
of American security. 

I congratulate and commend the 
JWV for their hard work and dedica-
tion in defending our free institutions, 
fighting against bigotry and prejudice, 
and honoring Jewish servicemembers, 
veterans and their families who have 
made great sacrifices for our country. 

f 

HONORING OFFICER COLLIN ROSE 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize Officer Collin Rose 
who tragically lost his life while serv-
ing as an officer for the Wayne State 
University Police Department in De-
troit, MI. 

Officer Rose was born on April 1, 1987, 
to parents Randy and Karen Rose in 
Pittsburgh, PA. Moving to Michigan, 
he attended Gull Lake High School in 
Richland, where he excelled in baseball 
and was a standout football player. 

Always interested in law enforce-
ment, Officer Rose continued his edu-
cation at Ferris State University’s 
Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement 
Academy. He was an active member of 
the Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity, even-
tually becoming president of his chap-
ter and modeling the fraternity’s prin-
ciples of virtue, diligence, and broth-
erly love. He graduated from Ferris 
State University in 2010 and continued 
to live by the principles set forth by 
Sigma Phi Epsilon as he embarked 
upon his law enforcement career. 

After graduating from Ferris, Officer 
Rose interned for the Springfield Po-
lice Department. He served as a cadet 
at the New Baltimore Police Depart-
ment and held his first position as a 
police officer for the Village of Rich-
land, home of his high school alma 
mater. 
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