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This money could help the people of
Flint and other communities that have
contaminated drinking water. It gives
access to $5600 million in loans. It is
fully paid for. It is one of the few viable
offsets that we have found within the
jurisdiction of the Energy and Natural
Resources Committee where I am the
chairman, and I think that is part of
the issue that we need to be discussing
here. It is so important to make sure—
as we look to these pay-fors—we can
make an agreement on the pay-fors,
and I believe this one is viable because
I believe it is one we can agree on.

Last week I asked unanimous con-
sent to have this amendment pending
for a vote, but that was rejected. The
second proposal was one made by
Chairman INHOFE, who is the chairman
of the Environment and Public Works
Committee, which is the committee of
jurisdiction, and last week he also in-
troduced an amendment that was fully
paid for. He used funds that are avail-
able from an all-but-dormant loan pro-
gram at the Department of Energy
which is used to subsidize the auto in-
dustry. We can go back and forth about
the merits of that fund, but the fact re-
mains that it would have been a viable
pay-for for the measure that Senator
INHOFE laid down. It, too, was rejected
even though it was effectively an offer
to prioritize assistance for the families
and the children in Flint over some of
the major corporations, and we were
told no. That is kind of where we are
right now. If you want to know why
the negotiations aren’t proceeding as
quickly and as smoothly as they had
hoped, I think that is one of the rea-
sons we are where we are.

The fact is, many of us are willing
and trying valiantly, and in many
cases desperately, to get to yes, but we
can’t get to yes on just anything. We
cannot accept something that is not
paid for. Quite honestly, we can’t do
something that would jeopardize and
doom the underlying Energy bill, and I
think we can’t get to yes on something
that provides more funding than could
reasonably be used in the short term or
ignores the problems that we are facing
in other parts of the country.

We have looked at how we can sepa-
rate this and how we can work it out as
a stand-alone measure. I think it needs
to be made a priority. I think Chair-
man INHOFE, who is on the EPW, has
made it one, but I think it needs to be
separate and apart from what we are
doing on this bipartisan Energy bill
which already includes priorities from
over 62 Members of the Senate.

I don’t think it is too much to ask
that our Energy bill be allowed to
move forward in the meantime. If we
had been able to move forward as we
had planned, we would have tucked
this legislation away last Thursday,
and we would have had a full week to
buckle down and figure out a path for-
ward for Flint and for the Nation. In-
stead, here we are on a Tuesday, we
have a recess coming up at the end of
the week, and we haven’t had an oppor-
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tunity to approve these almost 30
amendments that could go by voice. We
are kind of at a stall spot.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, will
the Senator yield for a comment?

Ms. MURKOWSKI. I will.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
just want to assure the chairman of the
Energy Committee that we are not giv-
ing up on this bill. It has too much sup-
port on a bipartisan basis for us to
walk away from it, and I know all of
our colleagues on both sides of the
aisle appreciate the ongoing efforts the
Senator has made to deal with the
other issue that has arisen here, re-
grettably right when she was on the
verge of achieving an agreement here. I
know the Senator from Alaska will
stick with it, and I am behind this ef-
fort all the way.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
appreciate those comments, and I ap-
preciate the support of the majority
leader. I had an opportunity to speak
with the minority leader earlier today,
and he reiterated the priority of this
Energy bill. To my colleagues and
those who have been urging us to carry
on and continue, know that we are
doing exactly that and that I remain
committed to not only the Energy Pol-
icy Modernization Act, but I am com-
mitted to finding a path forward as we
deal with the important issue that re-
lates to Flint and also relates to the
rest of the Nation when it comes to the
security and safety of our water sup-
ply.

With that, I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

———

INTERNET TAX FREEDOM
FOREVER ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, on
an entirely different matter, I think
many Americans would agree with the
following statement: The Internet
should remain open and free. Politi-
cians should certainly not try to tax it.

Congress passed a temporary ban on
Internet taxes back in 1998. It was an
important bipartisan win for the Amer-
ican people, but Congress has never
made that ban permanent. In fact,
there have been eight different short-
term extensions of the Internet tax
ban. It is time we made it permanent.
It is time we made it permanent.

The bipartisan Internet Tax Freedom
Forever Act has 51 cosponsors. It was
introduced by the top Republican on
the Commerce Committee and the top
Democrat on the Finance Committee.
In my office we have received many,
many messages from Kentuckians who
support this measure.

Here is what the bipartisan Internet
Tax Freedom Forever Act would do. It
would ensure any existing Internet
taxes are phased out permanently. It
would ensure any new attempts to tax
the Internet are prohibited perma-
nently. It would ensure Americans’ ac-
cess to information and online commu-
nications remain open and free perma-
nently.
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The House already passed this kind
of commonsense bipartisan legislation
to make the ban on Internet taxes per-
manent. It is time we did it here in the
Senate. The action I am about to take
will allow us to have that chance on
Thursday of this week.

———————

TRADE FACILITATION AND TRADE
ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 2015—
CONFERENCE REPORT

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask that the Chair lay before the Sen-
ate the conference report accom-
panying H.R. 644.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair lays before the Senate the con-
ference report to accompany H.R. 644,
which will be stated by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The committee of conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendment of the House to the amendment
of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 644), to reau-
thorize trade facilitation and trade enforce-
ment functions and activities, and for other
purposes, having met, have agreed that the
Senate recede from its disagreement to the
amendment of the House to the amendment
of the Senate and agree to the same with an
amendment and the House agree to the
same, signed by a majority of the conferees
on the part of both Houses.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the conference report.

(The conference report is printed in
the House proceedings of the RECORD of
December 9, 2015.)

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the con-
ference report to accompany H.R. 644, an act
to reauthorize trade facilitation and trade
enforcement functions and activities, and for
other purposes.

Mitch McConnell, David Perdue, Pat
Roberts, Roy Blunt, Chuck Grassley,
Shelley Moore Capito, Richard Burr,
Mike Crapo, Thad Cochran, John
Thune, John Hoeven, Tim Scott, Lisa
Murkowski, Rob Portman, Kelly
Ayotte, Tom Cotton, Orrin G. Hatch.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call be waived with re-
spect to the cloture motion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
just filed cloture on the Customs con-
ference report. The House has passed
this commonsense bipartisan bill, and
it is time for the Senate to do it as
well.
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“I WANT TO LIVE”

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, over
nearly four decades of public service, I
have long endeavored to protect the
rights of the unborn. As I have fought
to uphold pro-life values in Congress, I
have been inspired by countless indi-
viduals who are equally committed to
the cause.

Last month, I was particularly
moved when I listened to a recording of
“I Want to Live”’—a song composed by
singer-songwriter Russ Marsh. Marsh
writes this song from the perspective of
an unborn child eager to live and be
loved. The lyrics underscore a truth
too often overlooked in the debate over
abortion—that each unborn child is a
living soul.

I ask unanimous consent that this
song be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

“I WANT To LIVE’—MUSIC AND LYRICS BY

RUSS MARSH
VERSE 1

I want to live. Can’t you see my life’s begun?
Don’t you think I feel the pain? I'm the
helpless one. I want to live to feel the
gentle rain fall upon my face. And to
see the light of day.

I want to live to see your smiling face, have
you hold me in your arms. Don’t leave
me here to die. Please take me home.
Won’t you give me a chance to have
the things you have

And a life that’s full of love.

CHORUS

I want to live to see the morning sun. I want
to live to see my Mommy and Daddy.
Let me live. Don’t take my life away.
I want to live to be all that I can be.

VERSE 2

I want you to live. Can’t take your life away;
‘cause I would feel the pain if you're
not here with me. I want you to live.
Forgive me, won’t you please.

You will see the light of day and I'll take
you home with me.

The years have passed. You've seen all that
I have done. My life’s a happy one. And
I want to Thank You Mom.

CHORUS

You let me live to see the morning sun. You
let me live to see my Mommy and
Daddy. You let me live. Didn’t take my
life away. You let me live to be all that
I can be.

CHILDREN’S CHORUS

I want to live to see the morning sun. I want
to live to see my Mommy and Daddy.
Let me live. Don’t take my life away.
I want to live to be all that I can be.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING RAY BISHOP

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President,
today I wish to honor the life of a great
Wyoming citizen: Col. Raymond ‘“‘Ray”’
Corbett Bishop, retired. Col. Bishop
was an experienced leader who devoted
his life to serving the country and
State he loved.
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Ray grew up as part of a military
family originally from Douglas, WY.
His formative years were spent in a
number of States, including Hawaii and
Utah. Though he traveled extensively
with his parents, Loren and Eleanor,
and his two siblings, John and Helen,
Ray’s roots were firmly planted on Wy-
oming soil. He returned to the State to
attend college at the University of Wy-
oming. In 1970, he graduated with his
bachelor of science degree in ecology
and received his commission from the
U.S. Air Force ROTC program. This
distinct honor became the first in a
long line of achievements earned while
serving his country.

Ray had a successful career in the
U.S. Air Force. He was driven and fo-
cused and honorably served his country
for over 25 years. He had a distinct tal-
ent for flying. Throughout his service,
Ray completed two combat tours in
Vietnam and logged over 4,100 hours of
flight time piloting B-52 and C-TA air-
craft. Ray continued his record of lead-
ership with a number of other assign-
ments. He was commander at a number
of bases, including 325th Bomb Squad-
ron Commander at Fairchild Air Force
Base, Operations Commander at Ander-
son Air Force Base, and Wing Com-
mander at Castle Air Force Base. He
was also a skilled educator, providing
training for T38 pilots and serving as
the Strategic Air Command Chair at
the Air War College in Alabama.

Ray met each new assignment with
enthusiasm and fortitude. He earned
many accolades during his years of
service. In addition to the Air Force
Commendation Medal, he was awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross and nu-
merous other Meritorious Service Med-
als. These accomplishments and his Ac-
tive-Duty service highlight his extraor-
dinary patriotism.

Following his military career, Ray
continued his service in the aviation
industry as the director of airports for
Kern County, California. He served in
this position until 2006, when Wyoming
welcomed his return. Settling in Jack-
son, he became the director of the
Jackson Hole Airport. He successfully
rose to the challenge of directing the
only commercial airport located in a
national park. In the years he served as
director, Ray brought the airport to
new heights of success. Under his guid-
ance, the airport experienced over
$80,000,000 in capital improvements, in-
cluding a complete renovation and ex-
pansion of the main terminal.

Safety was Ray’s first priority, and
the runway was improved with several
safety features that many larger air-
ports have yet to implement. During
his tenure, the airport received both
airline and FAA accolades and national
recognition for the terminal updates.
Ray loved Grand Teton National Park,
and he was proud of the strong working
relationship between the park and the
airport’s board members that made the
airport renovations possible.

Ray retired in late 2014 and decided
to remain in the area so that he could

S731

continue to enjoy the scenic beauty of
the Jackson Hole area. According to
friends, Ray was most at peace when he
was in his boat on Jackson Lake. In ad-
dition, he was a seasoned triathlete
and had been training to run in an
international marathon.

Ray is survived by his wife, Debbie,
and his children, Brian and Kristina
Bishop, Abbey and Mike Donley, and
Clark and Christine Bishop. He loved
his grandchildren, Megan Bishop, Elise
Bishop, and William Donley; his sister,
Helen Thompson, and her husband,
Fred.

Wyoming flies a little higher because
of Ray Bishop’s service. We thank Ray
for his service to our Nation and Wyo-
ming. We will miss him, but we are
confident that his legacy lives on and
can be seen by all who visit the Jack-
son Hole Airport.e

——
REMEMBERING CLAYTON JAMES
e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President,

today I wish to remember the life of a
great Wyoming citizen, Clayton James.
A longtime Jackson Hole resident,
Clay was well-loved by all in the com-
munity. I am honored to recognize
Clay’s lifetime of accomplishments.

Born in St. Louis, Clay first felt the
call of the West in college. He attended
Arizona State University, eventually
graduating with a bachelor of science
degree in business. He held several jobs
during the academic year, but his sum-
mers were reserved for the great beau-
ty of Grand Teton National Park. It
was here that he first began working
for the Grand Teton Lodge Company.
During this time, he learned to appre-
ciate the natural beauty of the park,
while also gaining firsthand experience
in the hospitality industry.

This experience proved useful upon
his graduation. He returned to the
Grand Teton Lodge Company as a full-
time employee. The company was part
of the Rockefeller RockResort Com-
pany, owned by Laurance Rockefeller.
Clay’s career in the resort management
and development sector was largely the
result of his relationship with Rocke-
feller. Shortly after being hired, he was
selected to open a new Rockefeller re-
sort in the British Virgin Islands; thus
began a nearly 20-year career of open-
ing, operating, and managing resorts
and hotels.

Clay was an outstanding representa-
tive for Wyoming’s tourism industry.
In working with the RockResort Com-
pany, Clay travelled extensively, open-
ing resorts across the United States.
During one such assignment in Hawaii,
he met his future wife, Shay. They
were married in 1966. And although
they traveled frequently, often with
family in tow, Clay never lost his love
for the Teton Mountain Range. In 1984,
they settled in Jackson Hole perma-
nently, and he again returned to the
Grand Teton Lodge Company as the
general manager. His love for the re-
sort and his staff was truly remark-
able. When he retired in 2006, Clay was
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