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concerning weapons of mass destruc-
tion. It also directs the President to in-
vestigate and sanction people who en-
gage in human rights abuses, money
laundering and related activities, and
cyber terrorism or other cyber van-
dalism.

In addition, the legislation author-
izes $15 million to transmit radio
broadcasts to North Korea for the next
5 years. These are commonsense steps
that Congress should take in response
to North Korea’s unwarranted provo-
cation. Everyone in the Senate agrees
that North Korea’s aggression cannot
go unanswered. Its actions threaten
the peace and security of the region
and, actually, the world. I hope my col-
leagues will join with me in passing
this legislation today to send a mes-
sage to Kim Jong Un that his reckless
behavior will not go unanswered.

————
TRIBUTE TO ED PESCE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I so admire
the family we have here in the Senate.
Many people work ceaselessly to make
sure the Senate runs well. In the Sen-
ate Periodical Press Gallery, a small
group of nonpartisan staffers helps the
congressional press office to work to-
gether with the communications staff
of Senators and their committees.
Their fingerprints can be found on
nearly every part of the Senate’s busi-
ness.

The Senate Periodical Press Gallery
facilitates key parts of Senate busi-
ness, including press access, print and
digital media planning, security proto-
cols, and communications across hun-
dreds of thousands of media platforms.
For over 15 years, one man has been at
the helm of this exceptionally fine
team. His name is Ed Pesce. After
graduating from Loyola University in
1990, Ed began working in the Senate
Periodical Press Gallery. During his 26
years of service, Ed has always acted
with warmth and professionalism.

As the news industry transitioned
from sole dependence on print and tra-
ditional mediums to a thriving com-
bination of print and digital media, Ed
ensured the Senate Periodical Press
Gallery was not left behind. He created
the first Web site for the Senate Peri-
odical Press Gallery way back in 1999
and developed a social media commu-
nications program since then.

Ed has been a trailblazer in the news
industry and a principal leader here in
the Senate. He has served under 11 Ser-
geants at Arms. During countless his-
toric achievements here in the Senate,
he has seen so much. When asked what
they will miss most, Ed’s coworkers re-
call his infectious laughter and dedica-
tion to team building.

Last year, Ed announced that he
would retire after more than two dec-
ades of service. I congratulate him for
his many dedicated years of remark-
able service. I wish Ed and John, his
husband, all the best in the years to
come. On behalf of my colleagues, our
staff, and the entire congressional com-
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munity, I extend my gratitude to Ed
for his tireless commitment to the
Senate.

————————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

———

TRIBUTE TO ED PESCE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
too wish to say a few words about Ed
Pesce, who today, after 25 years of Fed-
eral service, is retiring as the director
of the Senate Periodical Press Gallery.
Ed has been a fixture around here for
yvears. You could usually find him right
outside the Chamber, behind the saloon
swinging doors of the Senate Periodical
Press Gallery.

When George Mitchell was the major-
ity leader, that is where you found
him. When Bob Dole had the job, that
is where you found him. It has been
true ever since. But you can sometimes
find Ed in other places too. Some
mornings you can spot Ed at the gym
on a spin cycle. Later in the evening,
you might see Ed queuing for the pre-
miere of a Star Wars sequel, maybe
even a prequel.

At almost any other time, you likely
would find Ed buried in a book. Fiction
is one of his favorite genres; history is
the other. He certainly witnessed plen-
ty of it firsthand. He oversaw media
planning and execution for six Presi-
dential inaugurations, for half a dozen
Republican Conventions, and for just
as many Democratic ones, not to men-
tion hundreds of congressional hear-
ings and press conferences.

Ed is a Baltimore native who came to
the Senate Periodical Press Gallery
shortly after graduating from Loyola.
He diligently worked his way through
the ranks, and after a decade spent
learning the tricks of the trade, he as-
sumed his current role back in 2000.
The job has brought Ed in contact with
thousands of Senate staffers and con-
gressional reporters. It necessitated
many long hours and plenty of late
nights. It presented ample amounts of
tense situations as well.

But Ed never lost his good attitude
or his boisterous laugh. Just ask his
staff. “Funloving,” ‘““thoughtful,”
‘“tough, but fair’’—that is how people
who work closest with Ed describe him.

At 6 feet 2 inches, Ed Pesce is hard to
miss, but I know he will be missed here
in the Senate when he leaves. He took
on a tough job with a great attitude.
He gained a lot of fans. It is a legacy
that anyone could be proud of. I think
I can speak for my colleagues when I
say that we thank Ed for his many
years of service. We send him our best,
and we look forward to seeing what he
will be able to accomplish in the next
chapter of his life.

———
NORTH KOREA SANCTIONS
LEGISLATION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President,
today the Senate has an opportunity to
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pass bipartisan legislation that would
add to our Nation’s ability to hold
North Korea accountable for its grow-
ing aggression. North Korea threatens
regional stability and our own national
security. It threatens allies in the re-
gion, especially South Korea and
Japan.

As General Clapper stated yesterday,
it is a country that will continue to ad-
vance its nuclear program. I would
urge my colleagues to vote yes to the
North Korea Sanctions and Policy En-
hancement Act today so we can work
toward keeping our Nation and our al-
lies safer.

————

CLEAN POWER PLAN
REGULATIONS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, now
on yet another matter, a few years ago
the Obama administration rolled out a
massive regulatory scheme they
dubbed a ‘‘Clean Power Plan,” an odd
choice, given that it would not have a
meaningful impact on global emissions
or the health of our planet. Here is
what those massive regulations likely
would do, though: ship middle-class
jobs overseas, punish the poor, impose
more pain on Kentucky coal families
who just want to put food on the
table—all for the sake, one must as-
sume, of letting well-off folks on the
left feel better about themselves for
“‘doing something.”

It is pretty clear that the adminis-
tration’s energy regulations threaten a
lot of middle-class pain for hardly any
substantive environmental gain. There
is another huge problem too. These
regulations are, in my view, likely ille-
gal. Yesterday’s Supreme Court order
is just the latest sign of that. If noth-
ing else, it shows we were right to let
Governors know their options. We
thought Governors should know they
could take a wait-and-see approach be-
fore locking their States into some
massive regulatory scheme. We
thought Governors should know the
economic jeopardy they would place
their States in by moving ahead with-
out a clearer understanding first of
what might be legally required. We
thought Governors should not feel
bullied by the heavy hand of this ad-
ministration. That cautious approach
was the most responsible one, in my
view. Yesterday’s decision shows it was
a prudent one as well. We will see what
the Supreme Court ultimately decides,
but we are going to keep fighting
against these regressive regulations re-
gardless.

It is worth remembering how we got
here in the first place. President
Obama tried to push a regressive, anti-
middle class energy tax through a
Democratic-controlled Congress, and
his own party said no. That was in 2010
when Democrats controlled the Senate.
They said no. He simply went around
Congress to impose a similarly regres-
sive plan anyway.

Kentuckians in the eastern part of
my State are experiencing a severe de-
pression—a depression that policies
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such as these are only making worse. 1
have repeatedly invited Gina McCarthy
and the President to my home State to
see the devastation firsthand. They
have yet to accept. But even if they
won’t come to us, we have brought the
concerns of Kentuckians directly to
them. For example, we have brought
constituents to administration hear-
ings in Washington to try to make peo-
ple here listen.

I put myself on the Appropriations
Subcommittee on the Interior so that I
could have a stronger influence in the
oversight of the EPA budget. It has
given me the opportunity to shed light
on the struggles of my home State and
question officials like Gina McCarthy.
It has given me the chance to push for
policy riders in legislation that would
undermine or overturn these regula-
tions in their entirety. I have repeat-
edly done so and will continue to do so.
I have also worked successfully with
Members of both parties to pass meas-
ures through Congress that would also
overturn these anti-middle class regu-
lations in their entirety.

President Obama pulled out all the
stops to defeat previous attempts to
pass riders. He vetoed the bipartisan
measures we passed through Congress.
But he cannot stop the Supreme Court
from making the right decision, as we
hope it ultimately will. He also cannot
stop the American people from electing
a successor who is ready to support the
middle class.

Here is the bottom line. I think we
owe it to the people under attack to
represent them and to stand up on
their behalf. The Americans whom
these regulations attack have com-
mitted no crime. They have done noth-
ing wrong. They are human beings with
families. It is about time we had an ad-
ministration that treated them that
way. Until then, we will keep fighting
and we will celebrate important
progress along the way, just as we did
with yesterday’s Supreme Court ac-
tion.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business until
10:30 a.m., with Senators permitted to
speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———

NORTH KOREA SANCTIONS
ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 2016

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the consideration of H.R. 757,
which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 757) to improve the enforce-
ment of sanctions against the Government of
North Korea, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Foreign Relations, with an amend-
ment to strike all after the enacting
clause and insert in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“‘North Korea Sanctions and Policy En-
hancement Act of 2016°°.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Findings; purposes.
Sec. 3. Definitions.
TITLE [—INVESTIGATIONS, PROHIBITED
CONDUCT, AND PENALTIES

Sec. 101. Statement of policy.
Sec. 102. Investigations.

Sec. 103. Reporting requirements.
Sec. 104. Designation of persons.
Sec. 105. Forfeiture of property.

TITLE II—SANCTIONS AGAINST NORTH KO-
REAN PROLIFERATION, HUMAN RIGHTS
ABUSES, AND ILLICIT ACTIVITIES

Sec. 201. Determinations with respect to North
Korea as a jurisdiction of primary
money laundering concern.

202. Ensuring the consistent enforcement
of United Nations Security Coun-
cil resolutions and financial re-
strictions on North Korea.

Proliferation prevention sanctions.

Procurement sanctions.

Enhanced inspection authorities.

Travel sanctions.

Travel recommendations for United
States citizens to North Korea.
Exemptions, waivers, and removals of

designation.

Report on and imposition of sanctions
to address persons responsible for
knowingly engaging in significant
activities undermining cybersecu-
rity.

Codification of sanctions with respect
to North Korean activities under-
mining cybersecurity.

Sec. 211. Sense of Congress on trilateral co-

operation between the United
States, South Korea, and Japan.

TITLE III—PROMOTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Sec. 301. Information technology.

Sec. 302. Strategy to promote North Korean
human rights.

Report on North Korean prison camps.

Report on and imposition of sanctions
with respect to serious human
rights abuses or censorship in
North Korea.

TITLE IV—GENERAL AUTHORITIES

401. Suspension of sanctions and other
measures.

Sec.

203.
204.
205.
206.
207.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 208.

Sec. 209.

Sec. 210.

303.
304.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
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Termination of sanctions and other
measures.

Authorization of appropriations.

Rulemaking.

Sec. 405. Authority to consolidate reports.

Sec. 406. Effective date.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS; PURPOSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:

(1) The Government of North Korea—

(A) has repeatedly violated its commitments to
the complete, verifiable, and irreversible dis-
mantlement of its nuclear weapons programs;
and

(B) has willfully violated multiple United Na-
tions Security Council resolutions calling for
North Korea to cease development, testing, and
production of weapons of mass destruction.

(2) Based on its past actions, including the
transfer of sensitive nuclear and missile tech-
nology to state sponsors of terrorism, North
Korea poses a grave risk for the proliferation of
nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass de-
struction.

(3) The Government of North Korea has been
implicated repeatedly in money laundering and
other illicit activities, including—

(A) prohibited arms sales;

(B) narcotics trafficking;

(C) the counterfeiting of United States cur-
rency;

(D) significant activities undermining cyberse-
curity; and

(E) the counterfeiting of intellectual property
of United States persons.

(4) North Korea has—

(A) unilaterally withdrawn from the Agree-
ment Concerning a Military Armistice in Korea,
signed at Panmunjom July 27, 1953 (commonly
referred to as the ‘“‘Korean War Armistice Agree-
ment”’); and

(B) committed provocations against South
Korea—

(i) by sinking the warship Cheonan and kill-
ing 46 of her crew on March 26, 2010;

(ii) by shelling Yeonpyeong Island and killing
4 South Korean civilians on November 23, 2010;

(iii) by its involvement in the ‘“DarkSeoul’
cyberattacks against the financial and commu-
nications interests of South Korea on March 20,
2013; and

(iv) by planting land mines near a guard post
in the South Korean portion of the demilitarized
zone that maimed 2 South Korean soldiers on
August 4, 2015.

(5) North Korea maintains a system of brutal
political prison camps that contain as many as
200,000 men, women, and children, who are—

(A) kept in atrocious living conditions with
insufficient food, clothing, and medical care;
and

(B) under constant fear of torture or arbitrary
execution.

(6) North Korea has prioritized weapons pro-
grams and the procurement of lurury goods—

(A) in defiance of United Nations Security
Council Resolutions 1695 (2006), 1718 (2006), 1874
(2009), 2087 (2013), and 2094 (2013); and

(B) in gross disregard of the needs of the peo-
ple of North Korea.

(7) Persons, including financial institutions,
who engage in transactions with, or provide fi-
nancial services to, the Government of North
Korea and its financial institutions without es-
tablishing  sufficient financial safeguards
against North Korea’s use of such transactions
to promote proliferation, weapons trafficking,
human rights violations, illicit activity, and the
purchase of luxury goods—

(A) aid and abet North Korea’s misuse of the
international financial system; and

(B) violate the intent of the United Nations
Security Council resolutions referred to in para-
graph (6)(A).

(8) The Government of North Korea has pro-
vided technical support and conducted destruc-
tive and coercive cyberattacks, including
against Sony Pictures Entertainment and other
United States persons.

Sec. 402.

Sec. 403.
Sec. 404.
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