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Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to the Mercy-
Douglass nurses, who led the way to in-
tegrate Pennsylvania’s healthcare sys-
tem.

In the 1940s and 1950s, there were few
nursing programs available to Black
women. At that time, two West Phila-
delphia hospitals founded by Black
doctors merged and created the Mercy-
Douglass Hospital School of Nursing.

Mercy-Douglass trained young, Black
women for professional careers at a
time when few nursing schools would
enroll them, and most hospitals in
Philadelphia or across the Common-
wealth had few, if any, Black nurses on
staff.

Early graduates of Mercy-Douglass
were often the first Black nurses in a
facility and had to deal with doctors
and White nurses who questioned their
qualifications or refused to be super-
vised by them, no matter their training
or seniority.

Nevertheless, Mercy-Douglass nurses,
like Susan Blake from my hometown,
persisted to break barriers and emerge
as leaders in their communities.

Today, we celebrate the legacy and
commitment of the trailblazing nurses
of Mercy-Douglass Hospital Nursing
School to improve the lives of those in
need of care and for the women who
followed.

———

RECOGNIZING CHILDREN’S
DENTAL HEALTH MONTH

(Mr. GOSAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in honor of National Children’s
Dental Health Month.

BEach February, the American Dental
Association unifies members of our
healthcare community to recognize the
importance of good oral health for our
children and many others.

As a former dentist, I know that
quality dental healthcare impacts your
overall well-being. Proper oral health
starts with the very first tooth, as
baby teeth are the building blocks to a
healthy smile.

According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, about 20 per-
cent of children ages 5 to 11 suffer from
tooth decay. When a child suffers from
dental pain, the impact is far-reaching
and can affect critical developmental
stages, including speaking, eating, and
learning.

Although tooth decay is widespread,
it is preventable. Tooth decay is the
number one chronic infectious disease
among children in the U.S., and pro-
grams like Give Kids a Smile Day en-
able thousands of dentist volunteers to
give their time and efforts to make a
difference in the health of children.

Since this program has started, vol-
unteers have treated over 6 million
children across the country, in all 50
States and the District of Columbia.
They have truly made a huge impact in
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their communities and improved the
oral health of so many children.

CONGRESS SHOULD FIGHT FOR
AMERICANS WITH RARE DISEASES

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEUTCH. Madam Speaker, we
can’t let disputes over dollars and
cents diminish the hope for more
smiles and laughter from sweet chil-
dren like Jordan Ogman.

This week, I visited 4-year-old Jordan
to bring attention to the fight to save
his life from a rare genetic disorder,
TECPR2.

Jordan’s parents, David and Stacey,
refused to view his diagnosis as a trag-
edy. They are inspired by his laugh, by
his beautiful smile, and by his love for
his family—especially his sister, Kira.
They are ready to fight for him.

The Ogman family is counting on
Congress to do what is right. This Rare
Disease Week, the 30 million Ameri-
cans living with 1 of over 7,000 rare dis-
eases are counting on Congress to in-
vest in the research that can give them
hope.

Jordan’s mom says: ‘‘He is a warrior.
He is resilient and bright, and we are
fighting every minute to save his life.”

Congress needs to be there to fight
alongside the Ogman family and every
American family battling a rare dis-
ease.

Jordan, you keep fighting.

My colleagues, let’s join this fight to-
gether.

—————

RECOGNIZING ROBERT WILSON’S
EAGLE SCOUT ACHIEVEMENT

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, I
recognize Robert Wilson on his
achievement of the rank of Eagle
Scout.

Robert is with Troop 4 in Millville in
southern New Jersey.

Eagle Scout is the highest rank at-
tainable in the Boy Scouts of America.
It is a prestigious honor bestowed upon
only the most worthy and the most
qualified individuals. Only 4 percent of
all Boy Scouts ever achieve this pres-
tigious recognition. Eagle Scouts are
likely to dedicate their lives to service,
becoming future leaders in industry,
politics, the military.

My office was proud to be at Robert’s
ceremony to celebrate his achievement
earlier this week with his scout leader,
Lou Charlesworth.

I am proud of your accomplishments,
Robert, and I am looking forward to
big things in the future from you.

Some people look for heroes with ce-
lebrities, God help them. Some look in
Washington, God help them, too. My
hero is Robert.

God bless you and your family, Rob-
ert.
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HAPPY 105TH BIRTHDAY, ERMA
HELEN ROSENHAN

(Mr. MCADAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MCADAMS. Madam Speaker,
Erma Helen Rosenhan turns 105 years
old today. Erma was born at home in
1915, in Salt Lake City, the seventh of
nine children born to German immi-
grant parents.

During Erma’s lifetime, she has wit-
nessed such developments as elec-
tricity, radio, television, telephones,
computers, cellphones, automobiles,
and airplanes.

These are all things that she did
without for much of her young life, and
she has said that she was better off
without them. Erma loves simplicity.

Most of Erma’s life has been dedi-
cated to genealogy research of her Ger-
man ancestors. She has researched over
450,000 family names, going back to the
year 1150 AD.

Erma has also lived a very simple
life, living very modestly and saving
her money. She once debated whether
or not to extend her grocery list to in-
clude a loaf of banana bread. After a
minute of thought, she said: ‘“Oh, what
the heck. I feel reckless today.”

Because of her frugality, Erma has
been able to donate tens of thousands
of dollars to humanitarian needs over
the many years she has been living.

At 105, Erma says: ‘“‘One person can
make a difference, no matter how old
they are, so don’t ever give up. I tell
the Lord, I know I am old, but I will do
what You would have me do if You will
help me, and He always does.”’

Erma’s faith has influenced many,
and she is not afraid to tell people
when they ought to shape up. Erma’s
105 years has been exemplary, a life full
of selflessness and sacrifice.

From the United States Capitol,
happy 105th birthday to Erma Helen
Rosenhan.

——
O 1230

CONGRATULATING THOMAS EDI-
SON MIDDLE SCHOOL OF MERI-
DEN, CONNECTICUT

(Mrs. HAYES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. HAYES. Madam Speaker, I rise
to congratulate Thomas Edison Middle
School of Meriden, Connecticut, for
being named a National Magnet School
of Distinction by Magnet Schools of
America.

Thomas Edison is one of 12 schools in
Connecticut and one of only 142 schools
in the country to be given this pres-
tigious distinction. Its challenging cur-
riculum, full engineering program, in-
novative technical supports, and strong
family and community partnerships
have resulted in high student achieve-
ment at the school.

Thomas Edison started an innovative
program that provided every student
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with a laptop to take home. This kind
of investment in all students and com-
mitment to reducing disparity pays
dividends in student success.

Even with plentiful resources, suc-
cess takes staff buy-in, strong leader-
ship, and tireless work. I commend the
staff at Thomas Edison for their com-
mitment to their craft and dedication
to students.

But it also takes a community, par-
ents devoted to their children’s learn-
ing, and students empowered and moti-
vated to go the extra mile. Thomas
Edison has implemented a family and
community partnership. It has also
partnered with the Community Health
Center to provide behavioral health
and dental health to all students.

This comprehensive approach to sup-
porting students with wrap-around
service makes a difference. Every
school in America has the potential to
be a school of distinction; we just need
to prioritize education.

Again, I congratulate the Thomas
Edison Middle School community for
this award and honor.

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIR OF
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Chair of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure; which was read and, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Appropriations:

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, February 27, 2020.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: On February 26,
2020, pursuant to section 3307 of Title 40,
United States Code, the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure met in
open session to consider twenty-four resolu-
tions included in the General Services Ad-
ministration’s Capital Investment and Leas-
ing Programs.
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I have enclosed copies of the resolutions

adopted.
Sincerely,
PETER A. DEFAZIO,
Chair.
Enclosures.

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE—DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE FEDERAL
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, WASHINGTON, DC

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. §3307,
appropriations are authorized for a lease of
up to 180,000 rentable square feet of space, in-
cluding 10 official parking spaces, for the
Federal Bureau of Investigation currently lo-
cated at 375 E Street SW in Washington, DC,
at a proposed total annual cost of $9,000,000
for a lease term of up to 20 years, a pro-
spectus for which is attached to and included
in this resolution.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution
of the new lease.

Provided that, the Administrator of General
Services and tenant agency(ies) agree to
apply an overall utilization rate of 174 square
feet or less per person, except that, if the Ad-
ministrator determines that the overall uti-
lization rate cannot be achieved, the Admin-
istrator shall provide an explanatory state-
ment to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives prior to exercising any lease au-
thority provided in this resolution.

Provided that, except for interim leases as
described above, the Administrator may not
enter into any leases that are below pro-
spectus level for the purposes of meeting any
of the requirements, or portions thereof, in-
cluded in the prospectus that would result in
an overall utilization rate of 174 square feet
or higher per person.

Provided that, to the maximum extent
practicable, the Administrator shall include
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option
that can be exercised at the conclusion of
the firm term of the lease.

Provided further, that the General Services
Administration shall not delegate to any
other agency the authority granted by this
resolution.

Provided further, that the Administrator
shall require that the delineated area of the
procurement is identical to the delineated
area included in the prospectus, except that,
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not
be identical to the delineated area included
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall
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provide an explanatory statement to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution.

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar
days after the date on which a request from
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is
received by the Administrator of General
Services, the Administrator shall provide
such Member a response in writing that pro-
vides any information requested regarding
the project.

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services may not enter into this lease if
it does not contain a provision barring any
individual holding a Federally-elected office,
regardless of whether such individual took
office before or after execution of this lease,
to directly participate in, or benefit from or
under this lease or any part thereof and that
such provision provide that if this lease is
found to have been made in violation of the
foregoing prohibition or it is found that this
prohibition has been violated during the
term of the lease, the lease shall be void, ex-
cept that the foregoing limitation shall not
apply if the lease is entered into with a pub-
licly-held corporation or publicly-held entity
for the general benefit of such corporation or
entity.

Provided further, prior to entering into this
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this
lease, the Administrator of General Services
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the
leased space, including an entity involved in
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if
any) prior to award of the lease or approval
of the novation agreement.

Provided that, to the maximum extent
practicable, the Administrator of General
Services shall require that the lease procure-
ment consider the availability of public
transportation consistent with agency mis-
sion requirements and that the space to be
leased be renovated for all cost effective im-
provements, including renewable energy up-
grades, water efficiency improvements, and
indoor air quality optimization, that reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
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