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proactive approach to reducing pan-
demic risk. Today, we are struggling to
control outbreaks of Ebola and the
novel coronavirus, and while we don’t
know which viruses will next attack
us, we do know it is not a matter of it:
but when, and we must do everything
we can to prepare. The more informa-
tion we have about potential zoonotic
viruses, the better able we will be to
respond. The stakes are immense.
Thousands, tens of thousands, hundreds
of thousands, even millions of lives
could be lost, and the amount of fund-
ing necessary to control it would be in-
calculable.

———
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I was pre-
siding over the Committee on Foreign
Relations while the chairman was vot-
ing. The vote ended before I was able to
return and cast my vote in favor of the
confirmation of John Fitzgerald Kness
to be U.S. District Judge for the North-
ern District of Illinois.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING THE 2020 ARKANSAS
BUSINESS HALL OF FAME HON-
OREES

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the newest members
of the Arkansas Business Hall of Fame.

Arkansas native Olivia Farrell is a
shining example of what a lifetime of
hard work and devotion looks like.
After graduating from the University
of Arkansas at Little Rock in 1978, she
joined the Arkansas Writers Project,
selling ads for the Arkansas Times.
Shortly after, the Writers Project also
created Arkansas Business, which was
later purchased by Farrell and became
the Arkansas Business Publishing
Group, where she served as CEO.

Not only did Farrell find personal
success in business, but she also sought
to help bring more women into the
business community. As such, Farrell
created and promoted an annual maga-
zine highlighting the top 100 women in
Arkansas. This list encouraged compa-
nies and their stakeholders to bring
more women into their ranks. Further-
more, she created the Women’s Foun-
dation of Arkansas to promote in-
creased investment in women’s edu-
cation, business opportunities, and phi-
lanthropy.

Some of her most notable awards in-
clude being inducted in the Arkansas
Women’s Hall of Fame, as well as being
the recipient of the Business and Pro-
fessional Leader of the Year award by
the Rotary Club of Little Rock. Her
leadership and kindness have been the
subject of much deserved praise.

Reynie Rutledge was born in
Smackover, AR. Growing up in a small
Arkansas town taught him the value of
hard work and doing the right thing.
He earned an undergraduate degree in
industrial engineering from the Univer-
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sity of Arkansas prior to earning his
MBA in 1973. Upon leaving school, he
was hired as a loan officer at Worthen
Bank in Little Rock. A few years later,
Rutledge took a gamble in purchasing
First Security Bank, which at the time
had only three branches and $46 million
in assets. Under his leadership, the
small Searcy, AR, bank grew into a $5.9
billion dollar holding company with
over 77 locations across 17 counties and
34 communities, with more than 1,000
employees across the State.

Rutledge has always given back to
the Natural State. He has been an ac-
tive member of Searcy’s First United
Methodist Church since 1977 and also
serves on the Searcy Water Board. Rut-
ledge has also served as a member of
the University of Arkansas Board of
Trustees, chairman of the selection
committee of the Arkansas Business
Hall of Fame, and chairman of the Ar-
kansas Bankers Association. Some of
the many accolades he has received
over his career include the University
of Arkansas 2000 Volunteer of the Year,
2012 University of Arkansas Distin-
guished Alumni Award, and 2011 Life-
time Achievement Award from the
Walton College of Business.

Gerald B. Alley was born in Pine
Bluff, AR. As the son of a
businessowner, he saw firsthand the
hard work and commitment required to
produce a thriving business that maxi-
mizes a person’s ability to give back to
their community. After finishing his
education and working for his father,
Alley enrolled at the University of Ar-
kansas at the age of 16, majoring in fi-
nance. After graduating from the Uni-
versity of Arkansas, he continued his
education at Southern Methodist Uni-
versity, where he earned his MBA.

Along with the help of his brother,
Troy, Jr., he started Con-Real. Under
his leadership, Con-Real built the larg-
est parking garage in Texas. Addition-
ally, the company helped build schools,
stores, and other facilities that pro-
vided entertainment and essential
services to the community. As Alley
gained more experience as a business
leader, he expanded Con-Real’s services
and launched another firm focused on
medical construction which rep-
resented the largest medical system in
the U.S. Today, Con-Real offers a mul-
titude of services ranging from real es-
tate to technology and innovation
while consistently promoting minority
firms.

Aside from his business ventures,
Alley serves on the executive advisory
board at the Walton College of Busi-
ness at the University of Arkansas. Ad-
ditionally, he is on the advisory board
at the Cox School of Business at South-
ern Methodist University and is also a
member of the board of trustees at the
school. After years of business and
philanthropic success, he has proven to
be a role model for anybody who values
dedication, hard work and persever-
ance.

Charles Nabholz was born near Squir-
rel Hill, AR. Hailing from a farming
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family, he was instilled with a strong
work ethic that served him well.
Though the family business began in
1949, he began his career with Nabholz
Construction after graduating from
Conway’s St. Joseph High School in
1954.

He began his career with the com-
pany as a laborer. Eventually, Nabholz
founded and managed Con-Ark build-
ers, a company that would later merge
with Nabholz Construction. After a
brief stint out of the State, he returned
to serve as Governor Frank White’s di-
rector of State Building Services. He
continued to serve as a valuable asset
outside of the State government, help-
ing to create Nabholz Properties and
serving as chairman of the board for
the Nabholz Group in 2000. In 2014, he
was named chairman emeritus of
Nabholz Group.

Charles Nabholz is an extremely in-
volved member of his community. Not
only is he a member of the several Ar-
kansas trade associations, but he ac-
tively participates in or has previously
contributed his time to several groups
such as the Conway Regional Medical
Center Foundation, the Conway Cham-
ber of Commerce, and the Arkansas Re-
search Alliance. Among the many hon-
ors he has received are an award for
Leadership in Free Enterprise and the
Distinguished Citizen Award.

I congratulate each of these honorees
for their valuable contributions to Ar-
kansas and the industries they rep-
resent. Our State is certainly better off
because of the work each has done to
advance their own careers, as well as
the companies they have led. This
honor is a fitting way to acknowledge
them and memorialize their legacies in
the Natural State’s business commu-
nity.e

————
TRIBUTE TO JIM BYRUM

e Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize Mr. Jim Byrum’s
term of service as president of the
Michigan Agri-Business Association, as
well as his contributions to Michigan’s
agriculture industry as a whole.

Jim was born and raised in Onon-
daga, MI, the fourth generation of his
family to live on the family farm. He
maintained his passion for agriculture
by spending his career advocating for
individuals in the industry and the in-
dustry itself, first as the executive di-
rector of the Michigan Bean Commis-
sion, then as the State executive direc-
tor of the Michigan Farm Service
Agency, and finally as the president of
the Michigan Agri-Business Associa-
tion.

Founded in 1903, the Michigan Agri-
Business Association supports Michi-
gan agriculture through State and na-
tional education, promotion, and advo-
cacy. During his 24 years as president,
Mr. Byrum has guided the association
and its members through expansive
changes in environmental awareness,
agricultural genetics, and economic
factors. With his past experience and in



February 12, 2020

his role as head of the Michigan Agri-
Business Association, Mr. Byrum so-
lidified his reputation as a well-re-
spected leader in agricultural policy
and, through the association, rep-
resented and championed the needs of
the over 500 member organizations
from every agricultural sector in
Michigan. He expertly communicated
with lawmakers and stakeholders to
ensure that Michigan remained a lead-
er in agriculture, the State’s second
largest industry.

It is my honor to congratulate my
friend Jim Byrum for his decades of
service to Michiganders, especially in
his outgoing role as president of the
Michigan Agri-Business Association.
As the association reflects on the end
of Mr. Byrum’s term as President, I
ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating him for his tireless dedica-
tion to Michigan’s hard-working agri-
cultural workers and all of us who de-
pend on the goods and services they
provide.e®

——

RECOGNIZING THE YESCO
CENTENNIAL

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I com-
mend youth team sports in general,
and the sponsors of my youth football
team in particular. For those that may
not know, I love football. I played it,
coached it, and now watch my sons
learn the same valuable lessons I did
many years ago. Youth sports teach
important life lessons and help build
pride and a sense of community within
schools, neighborhoods, and even cit-
ies. I learned those lifelong lessons
growing up in Las Vegas, where 1
played for a youth football team called
the Cavaliers. My dad even volunteered
as the team’s equipment manager.

As a former member of the Cavaliers
youth football team, I am honored to
recognize a special milestone of the
sponsor of my team, the Young Elec-
tric Sign Company—YESCO. In 2020,
YESCO celebrates its 100th year; a cen-
tennial event is scheduled February 20,
2020, in Salt Lake City, UT, the com-
pany’s home base.

In many ways, the story of YESCO is
the story of America: innovation, in-
vention, a restlessness to move beyond
the status quo, and commitment to
others. The history of YESCO reso-
nates with me, the son of an immi-
grant. YESCO was founded in 1920 by
an immigrant from Liverpool named
Tom Young, who borrowed $300. By the
end of that decade, he had 27 fulltime
employees. By 1932, YESCO was build-
ing signs in Las Vegas, which is now a
showcase of YESCO signage.

Today, YESCO is creating hundreds
of signs for the new football stadium in
Las Vegas, the Raiders’ $2 billion Alle-
giant Stadium. The largest video board
will be 180 feet on the front of the sta-
dium, facing Interstate 15 and Dean
Martin Drive, not far from where my
team the Cavaliers played youth foot-
ball. As a Floridian, I note that YESCO
contracted with Disney World in the
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1980s to create sophisticated, high-tech
signs at EPCOT Center.

The 2028 Summer Olympics will be
hosted by Los Angeles. Men and wom-
en’s soccer matches will be played at
the new, state-of-the-art Banc of Cali-
fornia Stadium, which will feature a
high-tech LED digital sign built by a
U.S. company called YESCO. Many of
those athletes got their start because
of volunteer coaches, dedicated par-
ents, and corporate sponsors that un-
derstood the meaning of community.

As a parent and as a former football
player, I salute the men and women
who volunteer to coach youth sports
and the corporate sponsors who help
put kids on the field.

Congratulations, YESCO, on 100
years of growth and leadership. Thank
you for your community involvement
and for putting a football jersey on a
skinny kid in Las Vegas who someday
would be elected to the U.S. Senate.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Roberts, one of his
secretaries.

———
EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
and withdrawals which were referred to
the appropriate committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 9:32 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1980. An act to establish in the Smith-
sonian Institution a comprehensive women’s
history museum, and for other purposes.

—————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1980. An act to establish in the Smith-
sonian Institution a comprehensive women’s
history museum, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Rules and Administration.

———

MEASURES DISCHARGED

The following joint resolution was
discharged from the Committee on
Foreign Relations by motion, pursuant
to 50 U.S.C. 1546a, and placed on the
calendar:

S.J. Res. 68. Joint resolution to direct the
removal of United States Armed Forces from
hostilities against the Islamic Republic of
Iran that have not been authorized by Con-
gress.
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MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 3275. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to protect pain-capable unborn
children, and for other purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-3961. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency with respect to
transnational criminal organizations that
was declared in Executive Order 13581 of July
24, 2011; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-3962. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency with respect to per-
sons undermining democratic processes or
institutions in Zimbabwe that was declared
in Executive Order 13288 of March 6, 2003; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-3963. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Secretary for Legislation, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the fiscal year 2019
report of the Federal Coordinated Health
Care Office; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3964. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulations and Disclosure Law
Division, Customs and Border Protection,
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Import Restrictions Imposed on Ar-
chaeological Material from Jordan”’
(RIN1515-AE51) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on February 5, 2020;
to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3965. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulations and Disclosure Law
Division, Customs and Border Protection,
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Emergency Import Restrictions Im-
posed on Certain Archaeological and Ethno-
logical Material from Yemen” (RIN1515—
AESH0) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on February 5, 2020; to the
Committee on Finance.

EC-3966. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs,
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant
to law, sixteen (16) reports relative to vacan-
cies in the Department of State, received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
February 10, 2020; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

EC-3967. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs,
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Inter-
national Traffic in Arms Regulations: U.S.
Munitions List Categories I, II, and III”
((RIN1400-AE30) (22 CFR Parts 121,123, 124,
126, and 129)) received during adjournment of
the Senate in the Office of the President of
the Senate on February 6, 2020; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

EC-3968. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Secretary for Legislation, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report entitled
“Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program Parts A
and B Supplemental Awards for Fiscal Year
2019 Report to Congress’; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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