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an initial one-year freeze, the bill imposes
caps on wage increases from year to year,
limiting whether AEWR can truly reflect wages
paid in the local labor market.

As a result of these changes to the AEWR,
the majority of H-2A workers would see their
wages actually go down, albeit modestly, while
others would see the growth in their wages
capped. | have opposed similar efforts pro-
posed by the Trump Administration that would
depress wages.

This year, | was pleased to lead House ef-
forts to include an increase to the federal min-
imum wage in the House-passed American
Rescue Plan (H.R. 1319). While those min-
imum wage provisions did not ultimately sur-
vive Senate budget reconciliation rules, | will
continue to push for H.R. 603, the Raise the
Wage Act, which would gradually raise the
federal minimum wage to $15 per hour by
2025. | am confident that in the next ten
years, we will enact a meaningful increase in
the federal minimum wage, boosting wages for
workers across our nation—including farm-
workers. However, | am concerned that H.R.
1603, Farm Workforce Modernization Act of
2021, will create artificial barriers to wage
growth, or worse, lead to wage cuts, con-
tinuing to leave farmworkers relegated to low
pay and economic insecurity.

Our country’s wage and hour laws are de-
signed to ensure that workers are guaranteed
a fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work. But this
right is only as strong as a worker’s ability to
hold employers accountable, especially in
court. Unfortunately, this bill creates obstacles
that may delay farmworkers’ ability to access
their day in court, when they have been vic-
tims of wage theft. While | welcome extending
coverage of the Migrant and Seasonal Agricul-
tural Worker Protection Act (MSPA) to H-2A
workers, adding a mediation requirement to
both the MSPA and the Fair Labor Standards
Act (FLSA) is problematic. This bill enables
employers to impose three months of manda-
tory mediation when an H-2A worker brings a
civil suit under these laws, even if the worker
does not consent to the mediation and wants
his or her day in court. This undermines the
voluntary nature of mediation and provides
bad actors with an avenue for delaying or de-
nying wage recovery. This delay could prove
significant for farmworkers who may be in this
country for a limited amount of time to partici-
pate in litigation. This is especially fraught
given that, in contrast to MSPA, the FLSA pro-
vides for recovery of unpaid wages and lig-
uidated, or double, damages and recovery of
attorney’s fees, plus costs. This provision may
also pull domestic farmworkers or other visa
classifications of workers into required medi-
ation where there are collective or class ac-
tions, thereby undermining incentives for other
workers to join with H-2A workers to seek re-
dress.

Last Congress, | supported the passage of
H.R. 1423, the FAIR Act, to ban forced arbitra-
tion in many areas, including employment, be-
cause it could delay or totally block workers’
access to courts. We should promote legisla-
tion that protects workers’ fundamental right to
have their day in court, not delay it.

This bill denies newly legalized farmworkers
and their families access to key social safety
net programs. Denial of benefits that can pro-
mote economic stability, coupled with the bill’s
wage suppressing provisions, threatens to cre-
ate a long-term pool of economically vulner-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

able workers. While most of these individuals
do not currently have access to these benefits
due to their immigration status, leaving immi-
grant workers who are granted legal status
under this legislation without access to social
safety net programs establishes a dangerous
precedent that access to health care and other
basic necessities can be traded away for a
path to legal status.

This legislation weakens the current recruit-
ment and hiring standards for U.S. farm-
workers. A reduction in employers’ obligations
to hire U.S. workers under this bill will under-
mine one of the core principles of the H-2A
program: that H-2A workers should fill in gaps
in the farm workforce that U.S. employers are
truly unable to fill, rather than merely replacing
U.S. workers that employers could attract with
reasonable efforts. | raised concerns with simi-
lar efforts to modify recruitment standards by
the Trump Administration in 2019.

Agricultural work is hazardous, and workers
in this sector have few legal health and safety
protections. Ensuring that H-2A workers and
all farmworkers have safe, healthy working
conditions is critical. | am pleased that this bill
requires H-2A employers to maintain heat ill-
ness prevention plans and requires H-2A em-
ployers in the dairy industry to maintain work-
place safety plans. However, as presently writ-
ten, some provisions are ambiguous and
would be difficult to enforce; other provisions
have weak minimum requirements that would
limit their value. As this legislation moves for-
ward, | would urge the inclusions of stronger
health and safety standards.

Strong labor protections are vital to protect
both H-2A workers, who are vulnerable given
their temporary status, and domestic farm-
workers, whose employers may be
disincentivized to provide employment. This is
especially true given that farmworkers have
historically been carved out of labor and em-
ployment laws, leaving these workers with
fewer wage protections and rights to bargain
for better working conditions.

While this bill does make some improve-
ments in immigration law, | look forward to
supporting a version of this bill that more ac-
curately reflects strong labor standards.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 233, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the bill, as
amended.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker, 1
have a motion to recommit at the
desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mrs. Fischbach moves to recommit the bill
H.R. 1603 to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The material previously referred to
by Mrs. FISCHBACH is as follows:

At the end of section 204(b), add the fol-
lowing:

(4) RIGHT TO CURE.— If an H-2A worker files
a civil lawsuit alleging a violation under the
Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Worker
Protection Act (29 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), an ag-
ricultural employer may, not later than 5
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days after receiving service of the complaint,
file with the court documentation dem-
onstrating that the action giving rise to the
complaint has been remedied. The court may
dismiss such complaint if satisfied that the
complaint has been resolved.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 2(b) of rule XIX, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the motion
to recommit.

The question is on the motion to re-
commit.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question are
postponed.

Pursuant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX,
further consideration of H.R. 1603 is
postponed.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

PROTECT DEMOCRACY IN BURMA
ACT OF 2021

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1112) to require a report on the
military coup in Burma, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1112

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protect De-
mocracy in Burma Act of 2021°°.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) On March 14, 2005, the House of Rep-
resentatives agreed to H. Res. 135, which es-
tablished the House Democracy Assistance
Commission (later changed to the House De-
mocracy Partnership, hereafter referred to
as ‘“HDP”) to work directly with par-
liaments around the world to support the de-
velopment of effective, independent, and re-
sponsive legislative institutions.

(2) HDP approved a legislative strength-
ening partnership with Burma in 2016 and or-
ganized the first congressional delegation to
meet with the new civilian-led government,
led by State Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi,
and civil society leaders in May 2016.

(3) On February 2, 2021, the U.S. Depart-
ment of State assessed that Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi, the leader of Burma’s ruling party,
and President Win Myint, the duly elected
head of government, were deposed in a mili-
tary coup on February 1, 2021.

(4) As part of the military coup, the Bur-
mese military declared martial law, sus-
pended the civilian-led government, and de-
tained newly elected Members of Parliament



March 18, 2021

in the capitol, Naypyidaw, thereby usurping
the role of the democratically elected gov-
ernment and parliament.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) due to the Burmese military’s seizure of
government through the detention of State
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, President Win
Myint, and other government leaders, Burma
is not represented by a democratically-elect-
ed government;

(2) the inability of newly elected Members
of Parliament to begin their official mandate
due to the Burmese military’s actions di-
rectly threatens the democratic trajectory of
Burma’s Parliament, and thereby the coun-
try;

(3) the will and determination of those
duly-elected Members of Parliament who are
taking it upon themselves to continue serv-
ing as representatives of the people through
alternative methods of communicating and
convening should be lauded; and

(4) by preventing the Parliament from
completing its work, the Burmese military
has rendered impossible and effectively nul-
lified the international collaborative rela-
tionships that have supported and strength-
ened the institution, including the Burmese
parliament’s partnership with HDP.

SEC. 4. POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES REGARD-
ING BURMA’S DEMOCRACY.

It is the policy of the United States to—

(1) condemn the military coup in Burma,
to urge the unconditional release of detained
democratically-elected leaders and civil soci-
ety members, and to support a return to Bur-
ma’s democratic transition;

(2) instruct, as appropriate, representatives
of the United States Government to use the
voice, vote, and influence of the United
States at the United Nations to hold ac-
countable those responsible for the military
coup in Burma; and

(3) engage with the Association of South-
east Asian Nations (ASEAN) and ASEAN
member states to promote a return to Bur-
ma’s democratic transition and democratic
values throughout Southeast Asia, and sup-
port the centrality of ASEAN within the re-
gional architecture of the Indo-Pacific.

SEC. 5. REPORT.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
State shall submit to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Foreign Relations and
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate a report on the military coup in Burma,
including a description of efforts to imple-
ment the policy specified in section 4.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MEEKS) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. McCAUL) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1112,
as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I want to start by
thanking Mr. CONNOLLY for this impor-
tant bill before us today.
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The Protect Democracy in Burma
Act of 2021 is a timely measure that en-
sures the United States is not silent
when a military coup supplants democ-
racy. It also directs strong U.S. en-
gagement with our partners at the U.N.
and ASEAN because we are always
stronger when we are united.

In 2015, decades of brutal military
rule gave way to what many hoped
would be a new era of reform and de-
mocratization in Burma. That hope
was short-lived, and the Tatmadaw
began to show its true colors as it en-
gaged in a genocide of the Rohingya
Muslim minority.

Now, a little more than 5 years after
the democratic opening that it helped
usher in, the military has halted Bur-
ma’s democratic experiment.

By all accounts, Burma’s November
2020 parliamentary elections were cred-
ible, and claims of widespread fraud
have been debunked by election-moni-
toring authorities. The United States
condemns, in the strongest possible
terms, the actions of the Burmese mili-
tary and its violent crackdown and
killing of protesters. But we cannot
stand alone.
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To be most effective, the United
States must work with our partners in
the region in condemning the
Tatmadaw’s brutal actions in sup-
porting democracy and respect for the
election outcome.

Madam Speaker, that is exactly what
this bill sets out to do. It makes clear
where the U.S. stands. It promotes
multilateral cooperation as we work to
hold the Burmese military accountable
and call for a return to Burma’s demo-
cratic transition. It also ensures re-
porting to Congress so that we can
properly review U.S. policy.

Madam Speaker, this is a very impor-
tant bill that sends a message to the
people of Burma and to the entire
world, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this measure.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MCcCAUL. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, on February 1, Bur-
ma’s military seized power yet again,
ending 5 years of a flawed, but hopeful,
democracy, and dragging Burma back
into brutal military rule. Since that
day, the world has watched horrified as
pro-democracy protestors are met with
brutal violence in the streets.

The Burmese military has used com-
munications blackouts, curfews, and
mass detentions to stifle opposition.
They have used live ammunition
against peaceful protestors. Hundreds
have been Kkilled and thousands de-
tained. At the same time, the lead op-
position to the Burmese military, the
National League for Democracy, is fac-
ing further repression. NLD members
have been rounded up and charged with
baseless crimes, including NLD’s lead-
er, Aung San Suu Kyi.
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Madam Speaker, that is why I am
asking my colleagues to join me today
in supporting this resolution. I really
want to thank the chairman and Mr.
CoNNOLLY of Virginia for bringing this
bill forward, to make it clear that the
United States of America condemns
this coup. It encourages engagement
with southeast nations to promote
Burma’s return to democracy.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support it, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I yield
5 minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. CONNOLLY), an esteemed
member of the Committee on Foreign
Affairs and author of this important
bill.

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, 1
thank my distinguished friend for the
wonderful work he is doing as our new
chairman of the House Committee on
Foreign Affairs. And I thank my friend,
Mr. McCAUL, the distinguished ranking
member.

Madam Speaker, this is an important
bipartisan statement. Lives are at
stake. It is urgent this House speak
with one voice about what is happening
in Myanmar, formerly Burma. The cur-
rent crisis in the wake of a military
coup in which violence is escalating by
the day and protestors are being killed
by the dozens demands a timely re-
sponse.

I was pleased to introduce this bill in
collaboration with the House Democ-
racy Partnership chairman, Mr. DAVID
PRrICE, and our Republican colleague,
Mr. VERN BUCHANAN of Florida.

On February 1, the Burmese military
seized control of Burma’s Government
in a coup d’etat by detaining democrat-
ically elected leaders from the Na-
tional League of Democracy, NLD, just
hours before the country’s new par-
liament was set to meet for its first
session. And that was following an
overwhelming election result in that
country.

Among those detained were State
Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi;
President U Win Myint; and other sen-
ior NLD leaders. In one fell swoop, the
military plunged this national democ-
racy into renewed political turmoil
just as it was emerging from five dec-
ades of military rule and isolation.

In 2015, more than 30 million voters
elected the NLD and its leader, Aung
San Suu Kyi, to power in the country’s
first general election.

The country’s first peaceful transfer
of power from military rule to a civil-
ian government was celebrated around
the world. Pictures of voters proudly
raising their ink-stained fingers after
the voting in the country’s 2015 and
2020 elections had been replaced trag-
ically by images of anger and tears and
bloodshed.

The military takeover has jeopard-
ized hard-won progress on everything,
from infrastructure or education in-
vestments to the country’s fragile
peace process. It seeks to snuff out the
hopes of the Burmese people for a bet-
ter future.
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At least 149 people, including chil-
dren, have been killed by the security
forces. Mass funerals have been con-
ducted all across the country. More
than 2,100 individuals—civilians, stu-
dents, journalists, unionists—have
been detained. Millions have poured
onto the streets all across Burma to
demand a return to democracy, putting
themselves at grave risk for the sake of
their own freedom.

A civil disobedience movement has
emerged with medics, bankers, law-
yers, teachers, engineers, factory work-
ers, students, leaving their jobs and
their study as a form of resistance
against the coup. Despite military or-
ders to shoot to kill, they have not
backed down.

While we cannot be on the streets of
Yangon or Mandalay or Nay Pyi Taw,
we must stand in solidarity with those
brave people in their peaceful protests
against this coup.

That is what this bill seeks to do.
The Protect Democracy in Burma Act
would establish that it is the policy of
the United States Government to en-
gage with the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations and their member states
to condemn the coup, urge uncondi-
tional release of detained leaders and
civil society members, and support the
immediate return to a democratic
transition. It instructs the TUnited
States Government to use its voice,
vote, and influence in the U.N. to hold
accountable those responsible for this
coup.

Finally, the legislation states, as the
sense of Congress, that the Burmese
military has effectively nullified its
participation with the House Democ-
racy Partnership—a partnership here
at the House that has been in place for
the past 5 years.

Madam Speaker, I was privileged,
along with our chairman, Mr. PRICE, to
travel to Burma and meet with Aung
San Suu Kyi as part of that partner-
ship delegation back in 2016, a visit
that reinforced our commitment to
supporting Burma’s democratization
and development. The Burmese mili-
tary must respect the results of demo-
cratic elections and allow the demo-
cratic transition in Burma to continue.

Madam Speaker, with this bill, with
one voice, Congress will send a clear
signal to the military junta that its
unlawful seizure of power will not be
accepted and there will be hope for the
Burmese people.

Mr. McCAUL. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. TENNEY).

Ms. TENNEY. Madam Speaker, I
thank the chairman and the ranking
member for their leadership.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 1112 and H. Res. 134. Both
of these bills support democracy and
stand with the people of Burma, also
known as Myanmar.

New York’s 22nd District is home to
more than 4,000 Burmese refugees and
new Burmese-American citizens. They
have been coming to our region for
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over 20 years. They are demanding ac-
tion and a return to civilian rule in
Burma. I stand with them and all of
my colleagues in condemning the atro-
cious human rights abuses that are
taking place at the hands of the mili-
tary coup last month.

I am honored to be an original co-
sponsor on both of these bills on Burma
as a member of the Committee on For-
eign Affairs, where they received
strong Dbipartisan support. Though
these bills will not solve the problem in
Burma, this will provide continued
pressure on the military and a strong
unified international condemnation
will add to that. However, these bills
are a very important step in the right
direction.

The Burmese refugees and American
citizens I represent in New York’s 22nd
District remain resolute in support of
their friends and families who are suf-
fering through this tragic process. In
Utica, for example, they continue to
advocate peacefully and protest in soli-
darity with those in their home coun-
try, displaying signs that read: ‘‘Save
Democracy, Save Burma.”’

The passion and courage of the Bur-
mese people both in my district and in
Burma is inspiring. I am honored to
provide a voice for them in this august
body.

Madam Speaker, I urge all to remain
committed to the Burmese people’s
quest for democracy and to oppose the
assault on their free and fair govern-
ment.

Again, I thank Chairman MEEKS,
Ranking Member McCAUL, and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY)
for being so strong on this initiative. It
is critically important to the Burmese
refugees in my community.

To the citizens: We stand with you.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. PRICE), the distinguished
chairman of the House Democracy
Partnership.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, I am proud to advocate the
passage of H.R. 1112, the Protect De-
mocracy in Burma Act; and H. Res. 134,
a resolution condemning the military
coup taking place in Burma.

I commend Chairman MEEKS and
Ranking Member MCcCAUL for their
leadership. As chairman of the House
Democracy Partnership, I am happy to
work alongside Representative CON-
NOLLY to champion this bill, and I com-
mend Representative LEVIN for his
good work, as well.

What is going on in Burma demands
action. The very foundation of Bur-
mese democracy and, consequently, the
country’s international standing now
hang in the balance as a result of the
Burmese military’s reckless action.
The situation is deteriorating rapidly,
with Burmese military and security
forces violently attacking and round-
ing up peaceful protestors, civil serv-
ants, community leaders, journalists,
and even emergency medical personnel.
The death toll is now estimated at 200.
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The democratically elected Govern-
ment of Burma, to be sure, had serious
flaws, but it had made significant
progress in improving the lives of Bur-
mese citizens. The House Democracy
Partnership had begun to work with
the democratically elected parliament,
as had the National Democratic Insti-
tute. The International Republican In-
stitute had begun to work on local gov-
ernance. That progress must be con-
solidated, built on, and expanded, not
washed away by the greed of a few gen-
erals in fear of losing their wealth, los-
ing the control they exercise at the ex-
pense of the Burmese people.

I strongly support the Biden adminis-
tration’s decision to place sanctions on
senior military leaders and military-
owned businesses. The economic and
political pressure must be intense.

We must do more, including working
with our friends and allies in the re-
gion, particularly members of the
ASEAN community, to keep up the
drumbeat, to keep up the pressure, for
the junta to step down and to restore
the democratically elected govern-
ment.

We must do all we can, and time is
not on our side. These two bills are a
beginning. They signify a unified and
urgent sense on the part of the House
that this coup simply must be reversed
and democratic government restored in
Burma.

Madam Speaker, I am proud to stand
with colleagues today in solidarity,
and I urge support of these two bills.

Mr. McCAUL. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the esteemed gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I thank the distinguished chairman for
his leadership, and I thank the ranking
member as well.

Madam Speaker, I stand here today
to recognize the hardworking Burmese
Americans who are here, who are fight-
ing every day for their friends and
their relatives in their native land.

On February 1, 2021, hours before the
Burmese Parliament was to convene in
a new session, Aung San Suu Kyi, the
leader of the Burma ruling party; and
President Win Myint, the duly-elected
head of government, were deposed in a
military coup.

How shameful.

As that coup was done, violence pre-
vailed. And as violence prevailed, peo-
ple lost their lives.
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This is a worthy act of condemna-
tion. I also support H. Res. 134, the res-
olution condemning the coup in
Burma, and condemning the still de-
taining of Aung San Suu Kyi to her
place of residence. She is in danger.

So I rise today to support H.R. 1112,
which declares: ‘It is the policy of the
United States to instruct, as appro-
priate, representatives of the United
States Government to use the voice,
vote, and influence of the TUnited
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States at the United Nations to hold
accountable those responsible for the
military coup in Burma.”’

The legislation also directs that not
later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this act that Congress
gets a report from the Secretary of
State as relates to the military coup in
Burma, and provide a description of the
efforts taken by the United States to
help the people of Burma restore their
democratic form of government.

I want to cite a constituent in my
district—first of all, the people from
Burma who have been generous in their
help of Houstonians, their fellow
Houstonians, in Hurricane Harvey, in
the freeze, in COVID-19—Mr. Mouton,
who has provided resources to all of the
people in the area representing the
community of those from Burma. He
has been generous in his support when
people have been in need. That is what
people from Burma here in the United
States do.

So this statement that we are mak-
ing is to say that we are standing with
the freedom fighters. We are standing
with those who believe in democracy.

And I want to salute the Parliament.
The Parliament and the duly elected
members of the Burmese Parliament
who have taken it upon themselves to
continue serving as representatives of
the people through alternative meth-
ods of communicating and convening is
courageous and laudable and inspires
the respect of freedom-loving people
everywhere.

It is our goal, as we stand on the
floor of the House, for the American
peoples’ voices to be heard through
H.R. 1112, the Protect Democracy in
Burma Act of 2021, and H. Res. 134, the
resolution condemning the coup in
Burma, and to support the American-
Burmese community.

Madam Speaker, as a senior member of the
Committee on the Judiciary and the Member
of Congress for the Eighteenth Congressional
District of Texas, the home of a large and vi-
brant Burmese community, | rise in strong
support of H.R. 1112, the “Protect Democracy
In Burma Act of 2021,” which condemns the
military coup in Burma and calls for the uncon-
ditional release of detained democratically-
elected leaders and civil society members and
declares it the policy of the United States to
support a return to Burma’s democratic transi-
tion.

Madam Speaker, on February 1, 2021,
hours before Burmese Parliament was to con-
vene in a new session Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi, the leader of Burma’s ruling party, and
President Win Myint, the duly elected head of
government, were deposed in a military coup
on February 1, 2021.

As part of the military coup, the Burmese
military declared martial law, suspended the
civilian led government, and detained newly
elected Members of Parliament in the capitol,
Naypyidaw, thereby usurping the role of the
democratically elected government and par-
liament.

The inability of newly elected Members of
Parliament to begin their official mandate due
to the Burmese military’s actions directly
threatens the democratic trajectory of Burma’s
Parliament, and thereby the country.
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By preventing the Parliament from com-
pleting its work, the Burmese military has ren-
dered impossible and effectively nullified the
international collaborative relationships that
have supported and strengthened the institu-
tion, including the Burmese parliament’s part-
nership with HDP.

Because of the Burmese military’s seizure
of government through the detention of State
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, President Win
Myint, and other government leaders, Burma
is not represented by a democratically-elected
government.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 1112 declares it to
be the policy of the United States to instruct,
as appropriate, representatives of the United
States Government to use the voice, vote, and
influence of the United States at the United
Nations to hold accountable those responsible
for the military coup in Burma.

The legislation also directs the representa-
tives of the United States Government to en-
gage with the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) and ASEAN member states
to promote a return to Burma’s democratic
transition and democratic values throughout
Southeast Asia and support the centrality of
ASEAN within the regional architecture of the
Indo-Pacific.

Finally, the legislation directs that not later
than 90 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of State shall submit
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the
Committee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on For-
eign Relations and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate a report on the military
coup in Burma and a description of efforts
taken by the United States to help the people
of Burma restore their democratic form of gov-
ernment.

Madam Speaker, the will and determination
of those duly elected Members of the Bur-
mese Parliament who are taking it upon them-
selves to continue serving as representatives
of the people through alternative methods of
communicating and convening is courageous,
laudable, and inspires the respect of freedom
loving people everywhere.

That is why | strongly support H.R. 1112,
the “Protect Democracy in Burma Act of
2021,” and urge my colleagues to join me in
voting for its passage.

Mr. McCAUL. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, Members across the
aisle share the same concerns about
Burma’s military coup, and the brutal
human rights violations it has caused.
This Dbill ensures that the United
States of America’s condemnation of
this coup is a matter of record, and it
asks the administration to report to
Congress on this critical issue.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this measure, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume for
the purpose of closing.

Madam Speaker, again, I want to
thank Mr. CoNNOLLY for introducing
this legislation, and I want to thank
Ranking Member MCCAUL and my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
for making sure that we have a sin-
gular voice going forward.
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The world cannot turn a blind eye to
the violence perpetrated by the Bur-
mese military. With this important
measure, the United States sends a
clear signal that we stand with the
people of Burma in their longstanding
pursuit for democracy, and a strong
message to the Burmese military, or to
anyone, for that matter, who fail to up-
hold the will of the people.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
MEEKS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1112, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

CONDEMNING MILITARY COUP IN
BURMA

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 134) condemning the
military coup that took place on Feb-
ruary 1, 2021, in Burma and the Bur-
mese military detention of civilian
leaders, calling for the release of all
those detained and for those elected to
serve in Parliament to resume their
duties, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RESs. 134

Whereas the military of Burma (herein-
after referred to as the ‘‘Tatmadaw’) held
power in Burma between 1962 and 2011;

Whereas provisions in the 2008 Constitu-
tion of Burma, written by the Tatmadaw, al-
locate 25 percent of parliamentary seats to
the Tatmadaw, conferring powers on the
Tatmadaw that have been used to suppress
basic rights, including freedoms of expres-
sion, assembly, and association;

Whereas, in 2010, Burma conducted its first
election, which was neither free nor fair,
under the new Constitution, and which was
boycotted by the National League for De-
mocracy (NLD);

Whereas Burma conducted elections in No-
vember 2015, in which the NLD came to
power;

Whereas Burma’s November 8, 2020, elec-
tions resulted in the NLD securing enough
seats in Parliament to form the next govern-
ment, notwithstanding the disenfranchise-
ment of more than 1,500,000 voters, mostly
from ethnic minority communities in
Kachin, Karen, Mon, Rakhine, Shan, and
Chin states;

Whereas the Tatmadaw conducted a coup
against the civilian government on February
1, 2021, hours before Parliament was to con-
vene in a new session;

Whereas the Tatmadaw claimed they had
evidence of parliamentary election fraud per-
petrated by the NLD and Burma’s Union
Election Commission, an allegation that
contradicted the judgment of several inde-
pendent election monitoring organizations
that the electoral process and outcome were
credible despite minor irregularities;

Whereas the Tatmadaw has detained un-
lawfully State Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi,
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