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This bill would work in concert with
other recently enacted legislation to
provide Americans with the tools they
need to educate and protect themselves
against these bad actors. It is a very
good bill, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Delaware (Ms.
BLUNT ROCHESTER), who is also a mem-
ber of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee.

Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. Mr.
Speaker, I thank Chairman PALLONE
for his tireless work to advance this
important legislation.

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in support
of my bill, H.R. 1215, the Fraud and
Scam Reduction Act. Bad actors prey-
ing on older Americans is unfortu-
nately nothing new, but in the midst of
a global pandemic, cracking down on
those scams must be a priority of the
Federal Government.

That is why I proudly introduced the
bipartisan Fraud and Scam Reduction
Act with my colleagues Mr. WALBERG,
DEUTCH, BUCHANAN, and WELCH.

The bill, as its name suggests, was
aimed at cracking down on these scams
by doing two main things. It would cre-
ate an advisory group under the Fed-
eral Trade Commission made up of gov-
ernment agencies, consumer advocates,
and industry representatives, such as
financial services and retail, to help
identify potential sources of fraud and
create educational materials for our
Nation’s seniors to protect them from
these dangerous schemes. It would also
establish the senior fraud advisory of-
fice, which would give seniors hope in
recovering their assets stolen by
fraudsters and improve our under-
standing of senior fraud by encour-
aging seniors to report this activity.

We are proud to say that the bill has
broad support, including AARP, the
Retail Industry Leaders Association,
Target, Best Buy, Walmart, and West-
ern Union, as well as many more.

Mr. Speaker, one of the most funda-
mental obligations of government is to
protect our citizens. The least we can
do is protect already vulnerable seniors
from being taken advantage of by bad
actors.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues,
Democrats and Republicans, for their
work in strengthening the bill, and I
urge all of my colleagues to vote in
favor of the measure.

0 1330

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from the great State of
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG), my good
friend.

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend from Florida for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1215, Fraud and Scam Reduction Act,
and thank my colleague and friend,
Representative BLUNT ROCHESTER, as
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well as the Committee on Energy and
Commerce staff for their hard work in
bringing the bill to the floor today.

Sadly, in today’s digital age, scams
targeting seniors and their hard-earned
money are growing in number and so-
phistication.

Every year, scammers steal billions
of dollars from unsuspecting con-
sumers. The effect on victims can be fi-
nancially and emotionally devastating,
and the COVID-19 pandemic has only
made things worse. Safeguarding sen-
iors in Michigan and across the coun-
try needs to be a top priority.

Retailers have diligently worked to
combat these crimes. Their ability to
educate their employees with best
practices and training to recognize the
signs of a scam can make a huge dif-
ference in stopping criminals.

Our bipartisan bill builds upon the
work retailers are doing by creating a
Federal advisory council at the FTC to
create a unified front against criminals
who target our most vulnerable citi-
zens and stop this fraud before it is too
late.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the House to pass
H.R. 1215 so we can help stop scammers
from perpetrating a fraud and taking
advantage of our loved ones and our
neighbors.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I urge
Congress to pass this bill and get it to
the President—actually, before that,
we have to get it to the Senate and
pass it immediately to protect our sen-
iors, particularly during this very dif-
ficult time.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I also
urge support for the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1215, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

————

NICHOLAS AND ZACHARY BURT
MEMORIAL CARBON MONOXIDE
POISONING PREVENTION ACT OF
2021

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1460) to encourage States to re-
quire the installation of residential
carbon monoxide detectors in homes,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
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The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 1460

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Nicholas and
Zachary Burt Memorial Carbon Monoxide
Poisoning Prevention Act of 2021”°.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND SENSE OF CONGRESS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the
lowing:

(1) Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odorless
gas produced by burning any fuel. Exposure
to unhealthy levels of carbon monoxide can
lead to carbon monoxide poisoning, a serious
health condition that could result in death.

(2) Unintentional carbon monoxide poi-
soning from motor vehicles and improper op-
eration of fuel-burning appliances, such as
furnaces, water heaters, portable generators,
and stoves, annually kills more than 400 in-
dividuals and sends approximately 15,000 in-
dividuals to hospital emergency rooms for
treatment.

(3) Research shows that installing carbon
monoxide alarms close to the sleeping areas
in residential homes and other dwelling
units can help avoid fatalities.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that Congress should promote the
installation of carbon monoxide alarms in
residential homes and dwelling units across
the United States in order to promote the
health and public safety of citizens through-
out the United States.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) CARBON MONOXIDE ALARM.—The term
‘‘carbon monoxide alarm’ means a device or
system that—

(A) detects carbon monoxide; and

(B) is intended to sound an alarm at a car-
bon monoxide concentration below a con-
centration that could cause a loss of the
ability to react to the dangers of carbon
monoxide exposure.

(2) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission”
means the Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission.

(3) COMPLIANT CARBON MONOXIDE ALARM.—
The term ‘‘compliant carbon monoxide
alarm’ means a carbon monoxide alarm that
complies with the most current version of—

(A) the Standard for Single and Multiple
Station Carbon Monoxide Alarms of the
American National Standards Institute and
UL (ANSI/UL 2034), or any successor stand-
ard; and

(B) the Standard for Gas and Vapor Detec-
tors and Sensors of the American National
Standards Institute and UL (ANSI/UL 2075),
or any successor standard.

(4) DWELLING UNIT.—The term
unit”’—

(A) means a room or suite of rooms used
for human habitation; and

(B) includes—

(i) a single family residence;

(ii) each living unit of a multiple family
residence, including an apartment building;
and

(iii) each living unit in a mixed use build-
ing.

(6) FIRE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS.—
The term ‘‘fire code enforcement officials”
means officials of the fire safety code en-
forcement agency of a State or local govern-
ment or a Tribal organization.

(6) INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE.—The term
“IFC” means—

(A) the 2015 or 2018 edition of the Inter-
national Fire Code published by the Inter-
national Code Council; or

(B) any amended or similar successor code
pertaining to the proper installation of car-
bon monoxide alarms in dwelling units.
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(7) INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE.—The
term “IRC’ means—

(A) the 2015 or 2018 edition of the Inter-
national Residential Code published by the
International Code Council; or

(B) any amended or similar successor code
pertaining to the proper installation of car-
bon monoxide alarms in dwelling units.

(8) NFPA 1720.—The term “NFPA 720"
means—

(A) the Standard for the Installation of
Carbon Monoxide Detection and Warning
Equipment issued by the National Fire Pro-
tection Association in 2012; and

(B) any amended or similar successor
standard relating to the proper installation
of carbon monoxide alarms in dwelling units.

(9) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’—

(A) has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 3(a) of the Consumer Product Safety Act
(15 U.S.C. 2052(a)); and

(B) includes—

(i) the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands; and

(ii) any political subdivision of a State.

(10) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term
“Tribal organization’ has the meaning given
the term in section 4(1) of the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act
(25 U.S.C. 5304(1)).

SEC. 4. GRANT PROGRAM FOR CARBON MON-
OXIDE POISONING PREVENTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations authorized under
subsection (f), the Commission shall estab-
lish a grant program to provide assistance to
States and Tribal organizations that are eli-
gible under subsection (b) to carry out the
carbon monoxide poisoning prevention ac-
tivities described in subsection (e).

(b) ELIGIBILITY.—For the purposes of this
section, an eligible State or Tribal organiza-
tion is any State or Tribal organization
that—

(1) demonstrates to the satisfaction of the
Commission that the State or Tribal organi-
zation has adopted a statute or a rule, regu-
lation, or similar measure with the force and
effect of law, requiring compliant carbon
monoxide alarms to be installed in dwelling
units in accordance with NFPA 72, the IFC,
or the IRC; and

(2) submits an application—

(A) to the Commission at such time, in
such form, and containing such additional
information as the Commission may require;
and

(B) that may be filed on behalf of the State
or Tribal organization by the fire safety code
enforcement agency of that State or Tribal
organization.

(¢) GRANT AMOUNT.—The Commission shall
determine the amount of each grant awarded
under this section.

(d) SELECTION OF GRANT RECIPIENTS.—In se-
lecting eligible States and Tribal organiza-
tions for the award of grants under this sec-
tion, the Commission shall give favorable
consideration to an eligible State or Tribal
organization that demonstrates a reasonable
need for funding under this section and
that—

(1) requires the installation of a one or
more compliant carbon monoxide alarms in
a new or existing educational facility,
childcare facility, health care facility, adult
dependent care facility, government build-
ing, restaurant, theater, lodging establish-
ment, or dwelling unit—

(A) within which a fuel-burning appliance,
including a furnace, boiler, water heater,
fireplace, or any other apparatus, appliance,
or device that burns fuel, is installed; or

(B) that has an attached garage; and

(2) has developed a strategy to protect vul-
nerable populations, such as children, the el-
derly, or low-income households, from expo-
sure to unhealthy levels of carbon monoxide.
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(e) USE OF GRANT FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
an eligible State or Tribal organization to
which a grant is awarded under this section
may use the grant—

(A) to purchase and install compliant car-
bon monoxide alarms in the dwelling units of
low-income families or elderly individuals,
facilities that commonly serve children or
the elderly (including childcare facilities,
public schools, and senior centers);

(B) for the development and dissemination
of training materials, instructors, and any
other costs relating to the training sessions
authorized under this subsection; or

(C) to educate the public about—

(i) the risk associated with carbon mon-
oxide as a poison; and

(ii) the importance of proper carbon mon-
oxide alarm use.

(2) LIMITATIONS.—

(A) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—An eligible
State or Tribal organization to which a
grant is awarded under this section may use
not more than 5 percent of the grant amount
to cover administrative costs that are not di-
rectly related to training described in para-
graph (1)(B).

(B) PUBLIC OUTREACH.—AnN eligible State or
Tribal organization to which a grant is
awarded under this section may use not
more than 25 percent of the grant amount to
cover the costs of activities described in
paragraph (1)(D).

(C) STATE CONTRIBUTIONS.—An eligible
State to which a grant is awarded under this
section shall, with respect to the costs in-
curred by the State in carrying out activi-
ties under the grant, provide non-Federal
contributions in an amount equal to not less
than 25 percent of amount of Federal funds
provided under the grant to administer the
program. This subparagraph shall not apply
to Tribal organizations.

(f) FUNDING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
carry out this Act using amounts appro-
priated to the Commission for each of fiscal
years 2021 through 2025, to extent such funds
are available.

(2) LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EX-
PENSES.—In a fiscal year, not more than 10
percent of the amounts appropriated or oth-
erwise made available to carry out this Act
may be used for administrative expenses.

(g) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the last day of each fiscal year in which
grants are awarded under this section, the
Commission shall submit to Congress a re-
port that evaluates the implementation of
the grant program required under this sec-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1460.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 1460, the Nicholas and Zachary
Burt Memorial Carbon Monoxide Poi-
soning Prevention Act of 2021.
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This important bipartisan bill was
introduced again this Congress by Rep-
resentatives ANN KUSTER and BUDDY

CARTER.
Mr. Speaker, carbon monoxide—
colorless, odorless, tasteless—is a si-

lent killer. More than 400 people die,
and approximately 50,000 people visit
emergency rooms each year in the U.S.
from carbon monoxide poisoning.

The tragedy is that these deaths and
injuries are preventable with the in-
stallation of carbon monoxide detec-
tors. However, many people are un-
aware of the importance of carbon
monoxide detectors or don’t know how
to install or maintain them properly.

This bill will change that. It will as-
sist States in educating the public on
the dangers of carbon monoxide poi-
soning and the proper use of carbon
monoxide detectors. It will also pro-
vide States with grants so they can
purchase and install carbon monoxide
detectors in the homes of the elderly
and low-income citizens, as well as in
educational facilities.

Mr. Speaker, I call on my colleagues
to support this measure, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1460, the Nicholas and Zachary
Burt Memorial Carbon Monoxide Poi-
soning Prevention Act of 2021.

I thank Representatives CARTER and
KUSTER, two great members of the
Committee on Energy and Commerce. I
thank them for their work on this im-
portant piece of legislation and for the
many years they have served and
worked to protect consumers.

Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odor-
less gas produced by burning fuel, and
most people know that. Exposure to
unhealthy levels of carbon monoxide
can lead to carbon monoxide poisoning,
a serious health condition that could
result in death, unfortunately.

Mr. Speaker, unintentional carbon
monoxide poisoning from motor vehi-
cles and the abnormal operation of
fuel-burning appliances, such as fur-
naces, water heaters, portable genera-
tors, and stoves Kkills more than 400
people each year and sends more than
15,000 to hospital emergency rooms for
treatment.

This legislation would protect Ameri-
cans from an otherwise undetectable
harm. This bipartisan bill represents a
longstanding commitment of the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce to
protect America’s consumers, families,
and children.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
pass this particular bill, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from New Hampshire
(Ms. KUSTER), who is the lead sponsor
of the bill.

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, as a mother and aunt—
and now a great aunt—to a dozen little
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ones, I know there is nothing more im-
portant than keeping our children and
loved ones safe. From a young age, we
tell our children to wear their seatbelts
in the car, a helmet while riding a bike
or skiing, and to handle sharp objects
with care. We go to great lengths to
protect our children from the dangers
we can see, but there are threats to our
children’s and loved ones’ well-being
that oftentimes go undetected.

Among the most dangerous of these
is carbon monoxide. Carbon monoxide
is a stealthy killer. You cannot see it,
hear it, taste it, or smell it. This dead-
ly gas claims the lives of over 400
Americans every year and results in
over 20,000 emergency room visits.

Two of my constituents, John and
April Courtney in Lyman, New Hamp-
shire, tragically lost their lives to car-
bon monoxide poisoning just this past
year. If people know about the dangers
of carbon monoxide and have alarms
properly installed in their homes, trag-
edies like the one in my district, can be
prevented.

Mr. Speaker, that is why I am so
proud to join my good friend, Rep-
resentative CARTER, in introducing in
the House, H.R. 1460, the Nicholas and
Zachary Burt Memorial Carbon Mon-
oxide Poisoning Prevention Act that
we will be voting on this evening.

This legislation provides funding for
States to prevent future carbon mon-
oxide-related deaths by educating the
public about the dangers of carbon
monoxide poisoning and installing de-
tectors in housing for the elderly and
low-income individuals and high-traffic
public buildings like schools. This bi-
partisan legislation will save lives.

At a time when Congress so often
seems divided, this legislation is proof
that we can work together to find com-
mon ground and get things done to
help our constituents.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. CARTER,
and I thank our chairman, and I en-
courage all of my colleagues to vote in
favor of this legislation.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. CARTER),
my good friend.

Mr. Speaker, I really appreciate his
perspective on the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce as the only phar-
macist on the committee. I thank him
for sponsoring this legislation.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1460. The bill, the Nicholas and
Zachary Burt Memorial Carbon Mon-
oxide Poisoning Prevention Act is a
piece of legislation that can save lives.

It would direct the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission to award grants
to install carbon monoxide alarms in
buildings and facilities that house vul-
nerable members of the population.

According to the CDC, at least 430
people die in the United States from
accidental CO poisoning every year. On
top of that, nearly 50,000 people visit
the ER every year because of acci-
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dental CO poisoning. On a higher note,
we can curb this statistic.

Better monitoring systems will en-
sure that people can prepare and pro-
tect themselves. This bipartisan legis-
lation, which I was proud to cosponsor
with my good friend, Representative
KUSTER from New Hampshire, helps us
move the needle on this important sub-
ject. Many of us have heard stories of
families being impacted by this tragic
and preventable outcome. Whether it is
seniors or children, this bill can help
save lives.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague
for her hard work on this bill, and I
urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no additional speakers, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I urge
my colleagues to pass this bill. It is a
great bill, a good consumer protection
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I also
urge support for the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1460.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

PROTECTING SENIORS FROM
EMERGENCY SCAMS ACT

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 446) to require the Federal Trade
Commission to submit a report to Con-
gress on scams targeting seniors, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 446

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting
Seniors from Emergency Scams Act’.

SEC. 2. FTC REPORT ON SCAMS TARGETING SEN-
IORS DURING EMERGENCIES.

Not later than 30 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Federal Trade Com-
mission (referred to in this Act as the ‘“Com-
mission’) shall submit a report to Congress
including—

(1) a description of the number and types of
scams identified by the Commission as being
targeted at senior citizens; and

(2) policy recommendations to prevent
such scams, especially as such scams relate
to future national emergencies.

SEC. 3. INCREASING AWARENESS OF SCAMS TAR-
GETING SENIORS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable

after the date of enactment of this Act, the
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Commission shall update its web portal to
include the latest information, searchable by
region and type of scam, on scams targeting
seniors, including contacts for relevant law
enforcement and adult protective service
agenciles.

() COORDINATION WITH MEDIA OUTLETS AND
LAW ENFORCEMENT.—The Commission shall
work with media outlets and law enforce-
ment to distribute the information included
in the web portal of the Commission pursu-
ant to subsection (a) to senior citizens and
their families and caregivers.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 446.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 446, the Protecting Seniors
from Emergency Scams Act. Rep-
resentatives KELLY and BALDERSON in-
troduced this bipartisan legislation to
further efforts by the FTC to stop
fraud targeting seniors.

This bill streamlines efforts to pro-
tect seniors from falling prey to scams
during national emergencies, such as
the COVID-19 pandemic, by estab-
lishing a searchable database of scams
targeting seniors.

In the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, we have held multiple hear-
ings exploring the rise in fraud and
scams that have come with the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Unfortunately, scammers often take
advantage of the fear and uncertainty
that results from emergency situa-
tions. And since the beginning of the
COVID pandemic, consumers have re-
ported losing more than $300 million in
just pandemic-related fraud.

After Hurricane Sandy ravaged the
East Coast, including my own district
in New Jersey, scammers preyed on
people who lost their homes and liveli-
hoods. We saw contracting scammers
promising to rebuild people’s homes
but who took the money and ran. One
man was in prison for using fake titles
to sell Sandy-damaged cars.

Unfortunately, older Americans are
targeted disproportionately and af-
fected by this fraud. Older Americans
reported significantly bigger monetary
losses from fraud than younger adults.

According to a recent FTC report,
phone scams result in the highest re-
ported losses by older adults, particu-
larly adults over 80. Phone-based scams
can be especially problematic in emer-
gency situations like the pandemic
when people are spending more time at
home and seniors may be more iso-
lated.
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