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A Protégé Firm can partner with all small
businesses that meet the definition of small
business concern at FAR 19.001, based on
their primary NAICS code, are eligible to be
protégé firms.

This includes small business, veteran-
owned small business, service-disabled vet-
eran-owned small business, HUBZone small
business, small disadvantaged business, and
women-owned small business concerns.

Benefits for Mentors to participate in this
program include for acquisitions that require
for a subcontracting plan, mentors are eligible
to receive credit in the source selection/eval-
uation criteria process for mentor-protégé par-
ticipation.

Additionally, a post-award incentive for sub-
contracting plan credit is available by recog-
nizing costs incurred by a mentor firm in pro-
viding assistance to a protégé firm and using
this credit for purposes of determining whether
the mentor firm attains a subcontracting plan
participation goal applicable to the mentor firm
under a Homeland Security contract.

The program benefits the Protége by allow-
ing them to receive technical, managerial, fi-
nancial, or any other mutually agreed upon
benefit from mentors including work that flows
from a government or commercial contract
through subcontracting or teaming arrange-
ments. The assistance could result in signifi-
cant small business development.

The benefits to the Department of Home-
land Security is the opportunity to move from
the traditional large business prime contractor/
small business subcontractor model to a men-
tor-protégé relationship model based on mu-
tual agreement, trust, and meaningful busi-
ness development. o

Additionally, mentor-protege arrangements
may provide the Department of Homeland Se-
curity with greater assurance that a protégé
subcontractor will be able to perform under a
contract than a similarly situated non-protégé
subcontractor.

Further, protégé firms gain opportunities to
seek and perform government and commercial
contracts through the guidance and support of
mentor firms that may not have been available
to them without the mentor-protégé program.

This type of program is working in the De-
partment of Defense with great success. It is
time to formalize the work of the mentor-
protégé program with DHS.

| ask that my colleagues join me in voting
for H.R. 408.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
TORRES) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 408.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

CBRN INTELLIGENCE AND INFOR-
MATION SHARING ACT OF 2021

Mr. TORRES of New York. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
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and pass the bill (H.R. 397) to amend
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to
establish chemical, biological, radio-
logical, and nuclear intelligence and
information sharing functions of the
Office of Intelligence and Analysis of
the Department of Homeland Security
and to require dissemination of infor-
mation analyzed by the Department to
entities with responsibilities relating
to homeland security, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 397

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘CBRN Intel-
ligence and Information Sharing Act of
2021,

SEC. 2. CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL, RADIOLOGICAL,
AND NUCLEAR INTELLIGENCE AND
INFORMATION SHARING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of title II of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
121 et seq.) is amended by inserting after sec-
tion 210G the following new section:

“SEC. 210H. CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL, RADIO-
LOGICAL, AND NUCLEAR INTEL-
LIGENCE AND INFORMATION SHAR-
ING.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Office of Intel-
ligence and Analysis of the Department of
Homeland Security shall—

‘(1) support homeland security-focused in-
telligence analysis of terrorist actors, their
claims, and their plans to conduct attacks
involving chemical, biological, radiological,
or nuclear materials against the United
States, including critical infrastructure;

‘“(2) support homeland security-focused in-
telligence analysis of global infectious dis-
ease, public health, food, agricultural, and
veterinary issues;

‘“(3) support homeland security-focused
risk analysis and risk assessments of the
homeland security hazards described in para-
graphs (1) and (2), including the transpor-
tation of chemical, biological, nuclear, and
radiological materials, by providing relevant
quantitative and nonquantitative threat in-
formation;

‘“(4) leverage existing and emerging home-
land security intelligence capabilities and
structures to enhance early detection, pre-
vention, protection, response, and recovery
efforts with respect to a chemical, biologi-
cal, radiological, or nuclear attack;

““(5) share information and provide tailored
analytical support on such threats to State,
local, Tribal, and territorial authorities, and
other Federal agencies, as well as relevant
national biosecurity and biodefense stake-
holders, as appropriate; and

‘“(6) perform other responsibilities, as as-
signed by the Secretary.

‘““(b) COORDINATION.—Where appropriate,
the Office of Intelligence and Analysis shall
coordinate with other relevant Department
components, including the Countering Weap-
ons of Mass Destruction Office and the Na-
tional Biosurveillance Integration Center,
agencies within the intelligence community,
including the National Counter Proliferation
Center, and other Federal, State, local, Trib-
al, and territorial authorities, including offi-
cials from high-threat urban areas, State
and major urban area fusion centers, and
local public health departments, as appro-
priate, and enable such entities to provide
recommendations on optimal information
sharing mechanisms, including expeditious
sharing of classified information, and on how
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such entities can provide information to the
Department.

‘‘(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The term
‘intelligence community’ has the meaning
given such term in section 3(4) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003(4)).

¢‘(2) NATIONAL BIOSECURITY AND BIODEFENSE
STAKEHOLDERS.—The term ‘national biosecu-
rity and biodefense stakeholders’ means offi-
cials from Federal, State, local, Tribal, and
territorial authorities and individuals from
the private sector who are involved in efforts
to prevent, protect against, respond to, and
recover from a biological attack or other
phenomena that may have serious health
consequences for the United States, includ-
ing infectious disease outbreaks.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 is amended by inserting
after the item relating to section 201E the
following new item:

“Sec. 210H. Chemical, biological, radio-
logical, and nuclear intel-
ligence and information shar-
ing.”.

(¢) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act
and annually thereafter for each of the fol-
lowing four years, the Secretary of Home-
land Security shall report to the appropriate
congressional committees on the following:

(A) The intelligence and information shar-
ing activities under section 210H of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (as added by
subsection (a) of this section) and of all rel-
evant entities within the Department of
Homeland Security to counter the threat
from attacks using chemical, biological, ra-
diological, or nuclear materials.

(B) The Department’s activities in accord-
ance with relevant intelligence strategies.

(2) ASSESSMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION.—The
reports required under paragraph (1) shall in-
clude the following:

(A) An assessment of the progress of the
Office of Intelligence and Analysis of the De-
partment of Homeland Security in imple-
menting such section 210F.

(B) A description of the methods estab-
lished to carry out such assessment.

(3) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘‘appropriate congressional commit-
tees” means the Committee on Homeland
Security of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs of the Senate and any
committee of the House of Representatives
or the Senate having legislative jurisdiction
under the rules of the House of Representa-
tives or Senate, respectively, over the mat-
ter concerned.

SEC. 3. DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ANA-
LYZED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO
STATE, LOCAL, TRIBAL, TERRI-
TORIAL, AND PRIVATE ENTITIES
WITH RESPONSIBILITIES RELATING
TO HOMELAND SECURITY.

Paragraph (6) of section 201(d) of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 121(d)) is
amended by striking ‘‘and to agencies of
State’” and all that follows through the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘to State,
local, tribal, territorial, and private entities
with such responsibilities, and, as appro-
priate, to the public, in order to assist in
preventing, deterring, or responding to acts
of terrorism against the United States.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. TORRES) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr.
GARBARINO) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. TORRES).
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TORRES of New York. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. TORRES)?

There was no objection.

Mr. TORRES of New York. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 397, the
Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and
Nuclear Intelligence and Information
Sharing Act of 2021.

This past year, we have witnessed a
global pandemic dominate nearly every
aspect of American life and claim the
lives of over half a million people. As it
tore through our communities, it also
brought into stark focus hard truths
about inequities in our healthcare sys-
tem, the reliability of our PPE pipe-
line, the need for better information
sharing between the Federal Govern-
ment and State, local, and private-sec-
tor partners.

The legislation before us seeks to
promote timely sharing of intelligence
about chemical, biological, radio-
logical, and nuclear threats, or CBRN
threats. It does so by specifically di-
recting the Department of Homeland
Security to analyze CBRN-related ter-
rorist threats and share threat infor-
mation with Federal, State, and local
partners.

In the event of an attack of this na-
ture, situational awareness at all levels
of government is key. Better situa-
tional awareness is also important to
help New York City and other DHS
grant recipients more efficiently target
their grant dollars to address threats.

Earlier versions of this bill over-
whelmingly passed in the House in the
last three Congresses, and I urge my
colleagues to support the measure once
again.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. GARBARINO. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise today in support of H.R. 397,
the CBRN Intelligence and Information
Sharing Act of 2021.

We all know that terrorist groups
have long sought to develop the capa-
bility to attack our Nation with chem-
ical, biological, radiological, and nu-
clear materials. H.R. 397 would address
this threat by requiring the Office of
Intelligence and Analysis, within the
Department of Homeland Security, to
support the homeland security-focused
analysis of terrorist capabilities re-
lated to chemical, biological, radio-
logical, and nuclear materials, as well
as threats to the homeland from global
infectious diseases.

To improve coordination with local
law enforcement, H.R. 397 requires the
Office of Intelligence and Analysis to
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share threat information not only with
Federal entities but also State, local,
Tribal, and territorial agencies.

I commend my colleague, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. GIMENEZ), for
introducing this important legislation.

Madam Speaker, I urge all Members
to support this bill, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. TORRES of New York. Madam
Speaker, effective prevention and re-
sponse to terrorism and naturally oc-
curring threats start with information-
sharing.

At a time when threats are changing
at such a rapid pace, H.R. 397 will help
to facilitate information-sharing to
better safeguard the homeland from
bad actors.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 397, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
TORRES) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 397, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

————

TRANSIT SECURITY GRANT
PROGRAM FLEXIBILITY ACT

Mr. TORRES of New York. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 396) to amend
the Implementing Recommendations of
the 9/11 Commission Act of 2007 to clar-
ify certain allowable uses of funds for
public transportation security assist-
ance grants and establish periods of
performance for such grants, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 396

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Transit Se-
curity Grant Program Flexibility Act’’.

SEC. 2. ALLOWABLE USES OF FUNDS FOR PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION SECURITY AS-
SISTANCE GRANTS.

Subparagraph (A) of section 1406(b)(2) of
the Implementing Recommendations of the
9/11 Commission Act of 2007 (6 U.S.C.
1135(b)(2); Public Law 110-53) is amended by
inserting ‘‘and associated backfill” after ‘‘se-
curity training”’.

SEC. 3. PERIODS OF PERFORMANCE FOR PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION SECURITY AS-
SISTANCE GRANTS.

Section 1406 of the Implementing Rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission Act of
2007 (6 U.S.C. 1135; Public Law 110-53) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (m) as sub-
section (n); and
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(2) by inserting after subsection (1) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘(m) PERIODS OF PERFORMANCE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), funds provided pursuant to a
grant awarded under this section for a use
specified in subsection (b) shall remain avail-
able for use by a grant recipient for a period
of not fewer than 36 months.

‘(2) EXCEPTION.—Funds provided pursuant
to a grant awarded under this section for a
use specified in subparagraph (M) or (N) of
subsection (b)(1) shall remain available for
use by a grant recipient for a period of not
fewer than 55 months.”.

SEC. 4. GAO REVIEW.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General
of the United States shall conduct a review
of the public transportation security assist-
ance grant program under section 1406 of the
Implementing Recommendations of the 9/11
Commission Act of 2007 (6 U.S.C. 1135; Public
Law 110-53).

(b) ScoPE.—The review required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of the type of projects
funded under the public transportation secu-
rity grant program referred to in such para-
graph.

(2) An assessment of the manner in which
such projects address threats to public trans-
portation infrastructure.

(3) An assessment of the impact, if any, of
this Act (including the amendments made by
this Act) on types of projects funded under
the public transportation security assistance
grant program.

(4) An assessment of the management and
administration of public transportation se-
curity assistance grant program funds by
grantees.

(56) Recommendations to improve the man-
ner in which public transportation security
assistance grant program funds address
vulnerabilities in public transportation in-
frastructure.

(6) Recommendations to improve the man-
agement and administration of the public
transportation security assistance grant pro-
gram.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act and
again not later than five years after such
date of enactment, the Comptroller General
of the United States shall submit to the
Committee on Homeland Security of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate a report on the review re-
quired under this section.
SEC. 5. DETERMINATION

FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the Committee on the Budget of the House of
Representatives, provided that such state-
ment has been submitted prior to the vote on
passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. TORRES) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr.
GARBARINO) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. TORRES).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TORRES of New York. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
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