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have only been exacerbated by COVID-
19, and they contend with a new host of
health and financial hardships.

That is why I joined with many in
this Chamber to strongly urge for sup-
port to our veterans in COVID-19 relief
packages, including the American Res-
cue Plan. That plan provided a much-
needed investment in the VA, but we
must all work together to ensure that
this funding is used effectively to sup-
port our veterans and to increase the
quality care that they receive.

As chair of the Oversight and Inves-
tigations Subcommittee, eliminating
waste, fraud, and abuse, and ensuring
veterans get the care they have earned
is a top priority.

This legislation would require the VA
to report to Congress on the emergency
funding that it has already received. It
will provide the enhanced oversight
that is warranted to ensure funds are
being used efficiently and in ways that
are truly meeting the needs of those
who have served us all.

Mr. Speaker, I urge swift passage of
this legislation.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage
all of my colleagues to support this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I also ask
all my colleagues to join me in passing
H.R. 2911, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2911.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

———
[ 1430

HOMELESS VETERANS WITH
CHILDREN REINTEGRATION ACT

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 240) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of
Labor to prioritize the provision of
services to homeless veterans with de-
pendents in carrying out homeless vet-
erans reintegration programs, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 240

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Homeless

Veterans with Children Reintegration Act”’.
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SEC. 2. PRIORITY UNDER HOMELESS VETERANS
REINTEGRATION PROGRAMS FOR
HOMELESS VETERANS WITH DE-
PENDENTS.

(a) PRIORITY FOR HOMELESS VETERANS WITH
DEPENDENT CHILDREN.—Subsection (a) of sec-
tion 2021 of title 38, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘Subject to’’ and inserting
(1) Subject to’’;

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through
(5) as subparagraphs (A) through (E), respec-
tively; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(2) In conducting programs under this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall prioritize the provi-
sion of services to homeless veterans with
dependents.”’.

(b) ADDITIONAL REPORTING REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Subsection (d) of such section is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘the report an evaluation of
services” and all that follows and inserting
‘‘each such report—"’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘(1) an evaluation of services furnished to
veterans under this section and an analysis
of the information collected under sub-
section (b);

‘“(2) an analysis of any gaps in access to
shelter, safety, and services for homeless
veterans with dependent children; and

‘“(3) recommendations for improving any
gaps identified under paragraph (2).”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
insert extraneous material on H.R. 240.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to speak
on H.R. 240, the Homeless Veterans
with Children Reintegration Act intro-

duced by Congresswoman JULIA
BROWNLEY.
There is increasing concern that

shelters and homeless veteran housing
is not created to serve families, and
that homeless veterans with children
may avoid seeking out services because
they are afraid of being separated from
their children.

Representative BROWNLEY’s legisla-
tion seeks to start addressing the issue
by ensuring that veterans with families
are prioritized within the homeless vet-
erans reintegration program, or HVRP.
HVRP seeks to address reintegrating
homeless veterans into the workforce
through grants to partner organiza-
tions.

Mr. Speaker, in 2018, the Department
of Labor identified homeless female
veterans and veterans with families as
one of the three priority populations
for HVRP services. H.R. 240 would
prioritize homeless veterans with de-
pendent children within the homeless
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veteran reintegration program to en-
sure they get the resources they need
to return to housing without the fear
of losing their children should they
seek help.

I applaud Representative BROWNLEY
for her work on this legislation, and I
ask my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the Homeless Veterans with
Children Reintegration Act.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
240, the Homeless Veterans with Chil-
dren Reintegration Act.

This legislation would direct the Sec-
retary of Labor to prioritize homeless
veterans with dependents when admin-
istering homeless reintegration pro-
grams.

The Department of Housing and
Urban Development recently released
2020’s Point-in-Time count for home-
less veterans. This count showed that
on a single night in 2020, there were
37,252 veterans living on the street.
This is a slight increase of 0.4 percent
from 2019.

With COVID-19 impacting the econ-
omy and increasing unemployment, we
must do everything we can to help our
homeless veterans find work.

By passing this bill to prioritize job
training for homeless veterans with de-
pendents, we are ensuring this vulner-
able population is at the front of the
line for help.

I thank Congresswoman BROWNLEY
for her hard work on drafting this bill,
and I am proud to support it today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. BROWNLEY), my good friend,
the chairwoman of the Subcommittee
on Health, and also the author of this
important piece of legislation.

Ms. BROWNLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of my bill, the Home-
less Veterans with Children Reintegra-
tion Act.

On any given day, there are more
than 550,000 people experiencing home-
lessness in our country. An estimated
40,000 of them are veterans. This is cat-
egorically unacceptable.

Although the Department of Housing
and Urban Development and VA have
made progress toward eliminating vet-
erans’ homelessness, there is still more
that must be done to ensure that every
veteran has a home.

We know it is 10 times cheaper to
provide resources to prevent homeless-
ness in the first place than it is to
house someone once they have become
homeless.

We also know that so many of our
veterans suffer from PTSD related to
combat or, far too often, military sex-
ual trauma. These traumatic experi-
ences put veterans at increased risk of
mental health conditions, substance
use disorders, and homelessness.
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We owe it to our veterans to spare no
effort in providing the security and as-
sistance they need to transition to ci-
vilian life. One way to help our vet-
erans experiencing homelessness is to
help them gain new employment skills
and get stable jobs.

The Department of Labor’s homeless
veterans reintegration program focuses
on securing employment opportunities
for homeless veterans. The program
provides grants to State and local
agencies and nonprofit organizations
that teach veterans occupational
skills, provide on-the-job training, help
them attain apprenticeships, and help
with job searches and placement.

Grantees also collaborate with public
and private partners at all levels—Fed-
eral, State, and local—to provide sup-
portive services and access to housing.

The program has been extremely suc-
cessful, helping place thousands of
homeless veterans in competitive em-
ployment every year.

Over the last several years, the De-
partment of Labor has identified cer-
tain homeless veteran populations that
are in particular need of reintegration
services, including female veterans and
veterans with families. My bill would
direct the Department of Labor to
prioritize homeless veterans with de-
pendent children participating in its
reintegration program.

This subpopulation of homeless vet-
erans is particularly vulnerable, and it
is so important to ensure they have ac-
cess to the wraparound services nec-
essary to support a parent with chil-
dren.

Research shows that families experi-
encing homelessness often have to con-
tend with intimate partner violence,
child separation, and other extremely
challenging issues. That is why my bill
would also require the Department of
Labor to study access to shelter, safe-
ty, and other relevant services for
homeless veterans with dependent chil-
dren. This information will help us un-
derstand the problem and identify op-
portunities to resolve issues in pro-
viding services to this vulnerable popu-
lation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the gentlewoman an additional 2 min-
utes.

Ms. BROWNLEY. Mr. Speaker, this
legislation will also go a long way to-
ward supporting veterans who have
sacrificed so much for our country and
are now struggling to adjust to civilian
life and to support families.

This bill has received broad bipar-
tisan support in the past, and I ask
that my colleagues, as my colleagues
have on the committee, join me in get-
ting it across the finish line. We owe
our veterans nothing less.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage
my colleagues to support this bill, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all
of my colleagues to join me in passing
H.R. 240 as we did unanimously in com-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

mittee. I suspect that if this bill were
brought to a vote before the entire
body, it would pass with near-unani-
mous support.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 240.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

———

WEST LOS ANGELES VA CAMPUS
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2021

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 711) to amend the West Los Ange-
les Leasing Act of 2016 to authorize the
use of certain funds received pursuant
to leases entered into under such Act,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 711

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“West Los
Angeles VA Campus Improvement Act of
2021"°.

SEC. 2. TREATMENT OF LAND USE REVENUES
UNDER WEST LOS ANGELES LEAS-
ING ACT OF 2016.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of section
2 of the West Los Angeles Leasing Act of 2016
(Public Law 114- 226; 130 Stat. 927) is amend-
ed to read as follows:

“(d) LAND USE REVENUES AT THE CAMPUS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any land use revenues
received by the Secretary shall be credited
to the applicable Department medical facili-
ties accounts or minor construction ac-
counts and shall be available, without fiscal
year limitation and without further appro-
priation, exclusively for any of the following:

‘““(A) Supporting construction, mainte-
nance, and services at the Campus relating
to temporary or permanent supportive hous-
ing for homeless or at-risk veterans and
their families.

‘(B) Renovating and maintaining the land
and facilities at the Campus.

‘(C) Carrying out minor construction
projects at the Campus.

‘(D) Carrying out community operations
at the Campus that support the development
of emergency shelter or supportive housing
for homeless or at-risk veterans and their
families.

‘(2) LAND USE REVENUE DEFINED.—In this
subsection, the term ‘land use revenue’
means—

‘“(A) any funds received by the Secretary
under a lease described in subsection (b); and

‘(B) any funds received as proceeds from
any assets seized or forfeited, and any res-
titution paid, in connection with any third-
party land use at the Campus.’’.
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(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall apply with re-
spect to funds received by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs after the date of the enact-
ment of the West Lios Angeles Leasing Act of
2016 (Public Law 114-226; 130 Stat. 927).

SEC. 3. MODIFICATION TO ENHANCED USE
LEASES AT THE DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS WEST LOS AN-
GELES CAMPUS.

Paragraph (1) of section 2(b) of the West
Los Angeles Leasing Act of 2016 (Public Law
114-226; 130 Stat. 927), is amended by adding
at the end the following new sentence: ‘‘Not-
withstanding section 8162(b)(2) of such title,
the term of such an enhanced-use lease at
the Campus may not exceed 99 years.”’.

SEC. 4. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
insert extraneous material on H.R. 711,
as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this bill, the West Los
Angeles VA Campus Improvement Act,
would amend a 2016 law concerning the
West Los Angeles VA campus.

H.R. 711, as amended, is sponsored by
Congressman TED LIEU, and is critical
to the Department of Veterans Affairs’
efforts, together with community part-
ners, to address veteran homelessness
in the Los Angeles area.

In addition, this legislation helps VA
use already available funding streams
to fund supportive housing for home-
less and at-risk veterans and their fam-
ilies; community operations that sup-
port emergency shelter and supportive
housing; and renovations and minor
construction projects.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this legislation, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
711, as amended, the West Los Angeles
VA Campus Improvement Act.

In 2016, Congress gave the West Los
Angeles VA campus the authority to
carry out leases with third parties.
These leases have the potential to cre-
ate revenue for the VA. However, the
funds generated by these leases could
only be used for renovation and main-
tenance. This bill would change that.
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