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It would require that any land use
revenues received by the VA from a
third party be credited to the medical
facility’s account. The funding in these
accounts would be used to meet exist-
ing needs and new services for home-
less veterans.

Revenues would now be available for
the medical center to provide emer-
gency shelter and supportive housing
services for homeless or at-risk vet-
erans and their families. These funds
would be available without fiscal year
limitations and further appropriations.

It makes sense that the medical cen-
ter receives these funds and can use
them to improve its campus and help
homeless veterans.

I thank Congresswoman BROWNLEY
for her amendment at the markup
which eliminated the mandatory score
for this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to support
H.R. 711, as amended. I thank the gen-
tleman and his staff for the hard work
they have done on this bill to get it
right. I appreciate it very much.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I also
want to express my gratitude to my
colleague, Ranking Member BOST, and
the Republicans on the committee for
working with the majority. I believe
that the issues that we worked out
were common sense, and upon further
examination, I think taxpayers and
most independent, reasonable observers
would say this is what Congress should
be doing on behalf of our veterans. I
can’t imagine why there would be any
objection to this on the floor of the
House.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H.R.
711, as amended, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. LIEU. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in sup-
port of my bill H.R. 711, the West Los Angeles
VA Campus Improvement Act of 2021. This
legislation is critical to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) efforts, together with com-
munity partners, to address veteran homeless-
ness in the Los Angeles area. In addition, it
helps VA use already available funding
streams for certain homeless veteran pro-
grams, thus reducing the need for taxpayer
funds.

| represent the West LA VA, a 388-acre
campus that serves thousands of veterans in
Southern California and across the state, in-
cluding offering temporary housing for home-
less veterans, legal aide, training, and other
services. The land was deeded to the federal
government in 1888 and for decades thou-
sands of veterans lived there. Unfortunately,
following damage from a major earthquake in
1971, the VA began transitioning the land
away from housing, costing Los Angeles
County a crucial node in the battle to fight vet-
eran homelessness. On top of that, fraud and
general neglect of the campus before my ten-
ure led to some of the campus falling into a
state of disrepair. Finally, the VA settled in a
suit alleging that many enhanced use leases
on campus were not principally benefiting vet-
erans, but instead serving other purposes.
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Mr. Speaker, a year after | took office, Con-
gress passed my West Los Angeles Leasing
Act of 2016, a law intended to clean up the
campus and which directly led to the end of
most non-veteran related leases. The law has
also helped spur the redevelopment of the
property into a true home for veterans. The
VA is now implementing a plan to build at
least 1,200 new subsidized apartments, which
is composed of 23 projects that range from
renovating existing structures to developing
and building new units.

This progress is encouraging. But there is a
serious problem that was brought to my atten-
tion recently by veteran advocates. A drafting
error in the 2016 legislation prevents the West
LA VA from using funds from enhanced use
leases (EULs) for the purposes of housing
construction. The VA can only use such funds
for “renovation and maintenance” of the cam-
pus which means money is lying stagnant that
could be used to build housing but instead,
because of a technical error, cannot go toward
helping the VA fight homelessness. This legis-
lation fixes that error.

Second, as a result of fraud on campus, the
VA was supposed to get several million dollars
in asset forfeiture funds. But instead, such
funds go back to the general fund at the
Treasury Department to be dispersed around
the country, for any purpose at all. Veterans at
the West LA VA are doubly harmed—first, by
the initial fraud, and second, by the theft of
funds that are supposed to make them whole.
My legislation fixes this problem by making it
clear funds from settlement money and asset
forfeiture resulting from any past or future
fraud on campus go to veterans at the facility
that was harmed. It's just common sense.

Finally, my bill increases the life of en-
hanced use leases on the campus from 75 to
99 years. Increasing the length of the leases
would reduce the financing costs for new
housing, further helping the VA and its part-
ners tackle homelessness.

Mr. Speaker, | want to thank my colleagues
on the House Veterans Affairs Committee for
their support, including Chairman TAKANO,
who has been a tireless champion for our na-
tion’s veterans and specifically veterans in Los
Angeles. | am grateful to Members on both
sides of the aisle who passed this bill out of
Committee on May 4th by voice vote, bringing
us one step closer to ensuring the VA has the
legal authorities it needs help our veterans.
Let’s not let technical errors stand in the way
of housing our nation’s heroes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, HR. 711, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.
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GI BILL NATIONAL EMERGENCY
EXTENDED DEADLINE ACT

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2167) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for extensions
of the time limitations for use of enti-
tlement under Department of Veterans
Affairs educational assistance pro-
grams by reason of school closures due
to emergency and other situations, and
for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 2167

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“GI Bill Na-
tional Emergency Extended Deadline Act’’.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF TIME LIMITATION FOR
USE OF ENTITLEMENT UNDER DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAMS BY REASON OF SCHOOL CLO-
SURES DUE TO EMERGENCY AND
OTHER SITUATIONS.

(a) MONTGOMERY GI BILL.—Section 3031 of
title 38, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘and sub-
section (i) after ‘‘through (g)”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(1)(1) In the case of an individual eligible
for educational assistance under this chapter
who is prevented from pursuing the individ-
ual’s chosen program of education before the
expiration of the 10-year period for the use of
entitlement under this chapter otherwise ap-
plicable under this section because of a cov-
ered reason, as determined by the Secretary,
such 10-year period—

‘“(A) shall not run during the period the in-
dividual is so prevented from pursuing such
program; and

‘(B) shall again begin running on a date
determined by the Secretary that is—

‘(i) not earlier than the first day after the
individual is able to resume pursuit of a pro-
gram of education with educational assist-
ance under this chapter; and

‘“(ii) not later than 90 days after that day.

‘(2) In this subsection, a covered reason
is—

“‘(A) the temporary or permanent closure
of an educational institution by reason of an
emergency situation; or

‘“(B) another reason that prevents the indi-
vidual from pursuing the individual’s chosen
program of education, as determined by the
Secretary.”.

(b) P0sT-9/11 EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE.—
Section 3321(b)(1) of such title is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘(A)” Dbefore ‘‘Sub-
sections’’;

(2) by striking ‘‘and (d)”’ and inserting ‘‘(d),
and (i)”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘‘(B) Subsection (i) of section 3031 of this
title shall apply with respect to the running
of the 15-year period described in paragraphs
(4)(A) and (b)(A) of this subsection in the
same manner as such subsection (i) applies
under such section 3031 with respect to the
running of the 10-year period described in
subsection (a) of such section.”.
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SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF PERIOD OF ELIGIBILITY
BY REASON OF SCHOOL CLOSURES
DUE TO EMERGENCY AND OTHER
SITUATIONS UNDER DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TRAINING
AND REHABILITATION PROGRAM
FOR VETERANS WITH SERVICE-CON-
NECTED DISABILITIES.

Section 3103 of title 38, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘“‘or (g)”
and inserting ‘“(g), or (h)”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

““(h)(1) In the case of a veteran who is eligi-
ble for a vocational rehabilitation program
under this chapter and who is prevented
from participating in the vocational reha-
bilitation program within the period of eligi-
bility prescribed in subsection (a) because of
a covered reason, as determined by the Sec-
retary, such period of eligibility—

‘“(A) shall not run during the period the
veteran is so prevented from participating in
such program; and

‘“(B) shall again begin running on a date
determined by the Secretary that is—

‘(i) not earlier than the first day after the
veteran is able to resume participation in a
vocational rehabilitation program under this
chapter; and

‘“(ii) not later than 90 days after that day.

‘(2) In this subsection, a covered reason
is—

““(A) the temporary or permanent closure
of an educational institution by reason of an
emergency situation; or

‘(B) another reason that prevents the vet-
eran from participating in the vocational re-
habilitation program, as determined by the
Secretary.”.

SEC. 4. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
DISAPPROVAL OF COURSES OF-
FERED BY PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF
HIGHER LEARNING THAT DO NOT
CHARGE VETERANS THE IN-STATE
TUITION RATE FOR PURPOSES OF
SURVIVORS’ AND DEPENDENTS’ EDU-
CATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3679(c) of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘“or 33’ and
inserting ‘‘33, or 35”’;

(2) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end
the following new subparagraph:

‘(D) An individual who is entitled to as-
sistance under section 3510 of this title.”’;
and

(3) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘and 33"
and inserting ‘33, and 35”°.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
3679(e) of such title is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘or
33"’ and inserting *‘, 33, or 35”’; and

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘or
33’ and inserting ¢33, or 35’’; and

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘“or 33’ and
inserting ‘‘33, or 35°.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this Act shall take effect on the
date of the enactment of this Act and shall
apply with respect to an academic period
that begins on or after August 1, 2022.

SEC. 5. IMPROVEMENTS TO INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY SERVICES USED TO PROC-
ESS CLAIMS FOR EDUCATIONAL AS-
SISTANCE.

(a) MODERN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
SERVICE.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall implement an information technology
service to process claims for educational as-
sistance under chapters 30, 33, 35, and 36 of
title 38, United States Code, using one or
more commercial software systems. The Sec-
retary shall complete such implementation
not later than August 1, 2024.

(b) REQUIRED CAPABILITIES.—The Secretary
shall ensure that the modern information
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technology service under subsection (a) has
the following capabilities:

(1) As compared to legacy information
technology systems—

(A) the ability to process claims faster and
in a more efficient manner by improving
processing integration and accuracy;

(B) improved data exchange and reporting;
and

(C) improved customer integration and
simplification of the online experience.

(2) Timely communication by employees of
the Department of Veterans Affairs to indi-
viduals and educational institutions using an
online portal that can provide real-time in-
formation on claims for educational assist-
ance.

(3) The ability to be customized to address
future capabilities required by law.

(4) Fully automated to the extent prac-
ticable for all original and supplemental
claims, including with respect to calculating
accurate awards.

(5) The ability for individuals entitled to
educational assistance to electronically
apply for, withdraw from, and amend such
entitlement, and to reallocate a transferred
entitlement.

(6) The ability to electronically process
changes made by educational institutions.

(7) The ability to verify attendance at an
educational institution.

(8) The ability to process validations made
by an educational institution.

(¢c) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 120
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives and the Senate a report con-
taining information on the cost, schedule,
and performance of the project for imple-
menting such system, including, with re-
spect to such project, the following:

(1) An estimate of acquisition, implemen-
tation, and life cycle costs (including all di-
rect and indirect costs to acquire, imple-
ment, operate, and maintain such system).

(2) An intended implementation schedule
indicating significant milestones, initial op-
erating capability, and full operating capa-
bility or completion.

(3) Key business, functional, or perform-
ance objectives.

(4) With respect to both original claims
and supplemental claims processed on a
monthly basis, statistics regarding—

(A) the number of such claims processed
using legacy information systems;

(B) the number of such claims that were
off-ramped and processed manually; and

(C) the number of such claims estimated to
be processed using the modern information
technology service.

(6) The amount of savings that are esti-
mated to be realized from using the modern
information technology service rather than
legacy information technology systems.

(6) The estimated accuracy of processing
claims.

(7) The estimated timeliness for—

(A) processing original claims; and

(B) processing supplemental claims.

(8) A description of how the modern infor-
mation technology service will—

(A) automate the processing of original
claims; and

(B) automate the processing of supple-
mental claims.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘legacy information tech-
nology system’” means an information tech-
nology system used by the Department of
Veterans Affairs to process claims for edu-
cational assistance under chapters 30, 33, 35,
and 36 of title 38, United States Code, before
the date on which the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs awards a contract under subsection
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(a) for the modern information technology
service.

(2) The term ‘‘modern information tech-
nology service’” means the information tech-
nology service implemented under sub-
section (a) to process claims for educational
assistance under chapters 30, 33, 35, and 36 of
title 38, United States Code.

SEC. 6. TIME PERIOD FOR ELIGIBILITY UNDER
SURVIVORS’ AND DEPENDENTS’ EDU-
CATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3512 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (h) as sub-
section (f); and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘“(g) Notwithstanding any other provision
of this section, the following persons may be
afforded educational assistance under this
chapter at any time after August 1, 2023, and
without regard to the age of the person:

‘(1) A person who first becomes an eligible
person on or after August 1, 2023.

“(2) A person who—

““(A) first becomes an eligible person before
August 1, 2023; and

‘“(B) becomes 18 years of age, or completes
secondary schooling, on or after August 1,
2023.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Such sec-
tion is further amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘“The edu-
cational’” and inserting ‘‘Except as provided
in subsection (g), the educational’’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(A), by inserting ‘‘sub-
section (g) or” after ‘“‘provided in’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘“‘Notwith-
standing’’ and inserting ‘‘Except as provided
in subsection (g), notwithstanding’’; and

(3) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘No per-
son” and inserting ‘‘Except as provided in
subsection (g), no person’’.

SEC. 7. PILOT PROGRAM ON SHORT-TERM FEL-
LOWSHIP PROGRAMS.

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Assistant Secretary
of Labor for Veterans’ Employment and
Training shall carry out a pilot program
under which a State may use a grant or con-
tract under section 4102A(b)(5) of title 38,
United States Code, to carry out a short-
term fellowship program.

(b) LOCATIONS; AGREEMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall select at least three, but not
more than five, States to carry out a short-
term fellowship program pursuant to sub-
section (a). Each such State shall enter into
an agreement with a non-profit organization
to carry out such program.

(c) SHORT-TERM FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM.—
Each short-term fellowship program carried
out by a State pursuant to subsection (a)
shall—

(1) consist of veterans participating as fel-
lows with an employer for a period not ex-
ceeding 20 weeks;

(2) provide to such veterans a monthly sti-
pend during such period; and

(3) provide to such veterans an opportunity
to be employed on a long-term basis with the
employer following such period.

(d) AMOUNT OF STIPEND.—The amount of
the stipend provided to a veteran pursuant
to subsection (c¢)(2) for a month shall be the
amount equal to the amount of the wages
earned by the veteran during that month for
participating in the fellowship.

(e) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT.—Not
later than four years after the date on which
the pilot program commences under this sec-
tion, the Comptroller General of the United
States shall submit to the Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a report on the pilot
program.



H2368

(f) DEFINITION OF STATE.—In this section,
the term ‘‘State’” has the meaning given
such term in section 4101(6) of title 38,
United States Code.

(8) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In
addition to funds made available under sec-
tion 4102A(b)(5) of title 38, United States
Code, there is authorized to be appropriated
to the Assistant Secretary to carry out the
pilot program under this section $15,000,000
for each of fiscal years 2021 through 2025.

SEC. 8. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
insert extraneous material on H.R.
2167, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to speak
on H.R. 2167, as amended, the GI Bill
National Emergency Extended Dead-
line, or GI Bill NEED Act, introduced
by Congresswoman SHERRILL.

The COVID-19 pandemic didn’t only
impact veterans’ health, but it also put
a serious strain on veterans’ access to
educational benefits. The COVID-19
pandemic exposed the limit on VA au-
thority to extend the time for use of its
educational assistance program bene-
fits amid an emergency.

Representative SHERRILL’s bill fixes
these limits during times of emergency
for Montgomery GI bill users and those
participating in the Veteran Readiness
and Employment Program.

Mr. Speaker, this bill authorizes VA
to pause the clock as needed when an
institution must close temporarily, or
permanently, due to an emergency, or
when a student is prevented from con-
tinuing his or her program for other
reasons. This was an authority VA
lacked during COVID-19, and if not for
the quick action by Congress, thou-
sands of veterans would have seen their
benefits wasted.

Now it is time to take the lessons
from the pandemic and fix this problem
once and for all. Not only that, but
H.R. 2167, as amended, includes addi-
tional improvements to VA education
programs used by veterans and their
families. This legislation would require
that VA ensure the modern informa-
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tion technology (IT) service can proc-
ess claims faster and more efficiently
through improved processing integra-
tion and accuracy, data exchange and
reporting, customer integration, and
simplification of the online experience.

The legislation would also expand in-
State tuition rates at public univer-
sities to participants in the Depend-
ents’ Educational Assistance program.

Guaranteeing in-State tuition for
those survivors using Dependents Edu-
cation Assistance, otherwise known as
DEA, under Chapter 35, is a low-cost
lift that will drastically improve edu-
cational options for surviving families
and reduce their need for student
loans.

I, therefore, ask my colleagues to
join me in supporting the GI Bill Na-
tional Emergency Extended Deadline,
or GI Bill NEED Act.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2167, as amended, the GI Bill National
Emergency HExtended Deadlines—or
NEED—Act.

This bill would extend time limita-
tions for the use of entitlement for VA
education programs due to an emer-
gency. I am supportive of the under-
lying bill. I also thank Chairman
TAKANO, Congresswoman SHERRILL, for
including several Republican provi-
sions in this legislation.

This bill includes the text of two of
Congressman MOORE’s bill, H.R. 2420,
the Overseeing the GI Bill Act of 2021;
and H.R. 2457, the Colonel John
McHugh Tuition Fairness for Survivors
Act.

H.R. 2420 would require VA to submit
regular reports to Congress on the
progress of the Digital GI Bill program.
This is a system that the VA is pur-
chasing to overhaul the antiquated sys-
tem that processes GI bill claims. The
failed implementation of the Forever
GI Bill in 2018 led to thousands of vet-
erans waiting weeks for their claims to
be processed. This provision would pro-
vide the needed oversight to ensure
that these mistakes are not repeated.

H.R. 2457 would require institutions
of higher learning to provide an in-
State tuition to participants in the
Survivors’ and Dependents’ Education
Assistance Program. This would bring
the benefits in line with other GI Bill
programs that require that veterans be
provided in-State tuition.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman
MOORE for his hard work on both of
these bills. H.R. 2167, as amended, also
includes texts from Congresswoman
MACE’s bill, H.R. 2327. Congresswoman
MACE’s provisions would ensure that
benefits through the Dependents’ Edu-
cation Assistance GI Bill program will
never expire for eligible students. This
would bring this program in line with
the way the post-9/11 GI bill benefits
work for most other veterans. I com-
mend Congresswoman MACE for her
hard work on this bill to expand bene-
fits to dependents and survivors.
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Finally, this bill also includes the
text of Congressman CAWTHORN’s bill,
H.R. 2391, the Veterans Fellowship Act.
This bill would direct the Department
of Labor to carry out a pilot program
to help veterans find meaningful em-
ployment through short-term fellow-
ships. The DOL would provide a stipend
for the veterans to participate in the
pilot program.

Madam Speaker, I thank all of these
Members for their hard work drafting
these important pieces of legislation. I
am pleased to support the bill, and I
urge all of my colleagues to do the
same.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
have no further speakers, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield
1% minutes to the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. MOORE).

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Madam
Speaker, today I rise and I am proud
that two of my bills, the Colonel John
McHugh Tuition Fairness for Survivors
Act, and the Overseeing the GI Act of
2021, were included in the GI bill.

Members of our military and their
families have sacrificed so much in
their service to our country. As a
grateful Nation, we have a responsi-
bility to take care of our heroes and
their families. My bill, the Colonel
John McHugh Tuition Fairness for Sur-
vivors Act, secures in-State tuition
benefits for the survivors and depend-
ents for eligible veterans under the De-
pendent Educational Assistance pro-
gram.

This bill is named after the U.S.
Army Colonel John McHugh, who was
tragically killed in 2010 in Afghanistan
by a roadside bomb. His family cur-
rently resides in my district. Like
many Americans, Colonel McHugh
dreamed of building a bigger and better
life for his family, and we owe it to
them, and the millions of families like
the McHughs, to help them realize this
dream.

The second bill, the Overseeing the
GI Bill Act of 2021, provides much-need-
ed oversight for the VA’s digital GI Bill
project by requiring the VA to submit
a series of base-level reports to ensure
the VA is on track.

These reports will provide Congress
with the critical information needed to
perform proper oversight over these IT
upgrades and ensure that they are
using taxpayer dollars efficiently and
effectively. These bipartisan develop-
ments bring us closer to securing long
overdue support for our veterans and
their families, and I appreciate my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle for
lending their support to take care of
our veterans and their families.

Madam Speaker, I appreciate and
thank Chairman TAKANO and Ranking
Member BOST for their leadership.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Iowa
(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS).
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Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam
Speaker, I thank my colleagues, Rank-
ing Member BOST and Chair TAKANO,
for their leadership, and I thank Rep-
resentative BOST for yielding me time.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to
speak in support of my bipartisan GI
Bill National Emergency Extended
Deadline Act, which I was proud to in-
troduce with a fellow veteran, Con-
gresswoman SHERRILL.

Our legislation would protect vet-
erans’ educational benefits from expir-
ing due to institutional closures or
other factors caused by the COVID-19
national emergency.

This important legislation will allow
the Department of Veterans Affairs to
pause the time limit currently placed
on the use of GI bill benefits and to
permit them to restart the clock after
it is safe for veterans to return to
school.

I am pleased to see that our legisla-
tion was amended in the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs, to include my Vet-
erans Readiness and Employment Na-
tional Emergency Extended Deadline
Act, which I was also proud to intro-
duce with Congresswoman SHERRILL.

The VR&E NEED Act would ensure
disabled veterans get the support they
need to enter the civilian workforce
through the VA’s VR&E program. Our
legislation will allow the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to pause the 12-year
time limit to use VR&E benefits during
national emergencies and other crises
when eligible, disabled veterans are
prevented from leveraging those bene-
fits through no fault of their own.

The VR&E program is an excellent
path for our veterans to receive the
education and training they need to re-
enter the workforce. By pausing the
timer on their benefits when programs
are closed, we preserve the opportuni-
ties veterans have earned through their
service to our country. Our disabled
veterans sacrificed greatly in service
to our country, so now it is our turn to
serve them.

It is critical these benefits are not re-
duced due to no fault of the individual
veteran. Over the past year, we have
seen the COVID-19 public health emer-
gency force universities and colleges
across the country to temporarily close
their doors. As a 24-year Army veteran,
I know how important being able to
use GI benefits is to ensure that our
veterans can find meaningful employ-
ment. In fact, I used the GI bill benefit
throughout medical school.

Madam Speaker, I thank Congress-
woman SHERRILL for her partnership
on both of these commonsense bills to
help our veterans to access the benefits
they have earned.

Madam Speaker, I urge all my col-
leagues to support the bipartisan GI
NEED Act.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to close, and I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.
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Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I ask
all my colleagues to join me in passing
H.R. 2167, as amended, as sponsored by
Congresswoman SHERRILL of New Jer-
sey.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
McCoLLUM). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
California (Mr. TAKANO) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 2167, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Madam Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

NATIVE VETSUCCESS AT TRIBAL
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
PILOT PROGRAM ACT

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2878) to direct the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to carry out a Na-
tive VetSuccess at Tribal Colleges and
Universities Pilot Program, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2878

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Native
VetSuccess at Tribal Colleges and Univer-
sities Pilot Program Act’.

SEC. 2. NATIVE VETSUCCESS AT TRIBAL COL-
LEGES AND UNIVERSITIES PILOT
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall carry
out a five-year pilot program, to be known as
the ‘‘Native VetSuccess at Tribal Colleges
and Universities Pilot Program’. Under such
pilot program the Secretary shall—

Q) identify three regional Native
VetSuccess service areas consisting of at
least two participating Tribal colleges or
universities;

(2) assign to each regional Native
VetSuccess service area a VetSuccess on
Campus counselor and a full-time Vet Center
outreach coordinator, both of whom shall be
based on one or more of the participating
Tribal colleges or universities in the service
area; and

(3) provide for eligible students at such
participating colleges and universities with
all services for which such students would be
eligible under the VetSuccess on Campus
program of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

(b) ELIGIBLE STUDENTS.—For purposes of
the pilot program, an eligible student is a
student who is a veteran, member of the
Armed Forces, or dependent of a veteran or
member of the Armed Forces who is eligible
for any service or Dbenefit under the
VetSuccess on Campus program of the De-
partment.
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(c) CONSULTATION REQUIREMENT.—In devel-
oping the pilot program under this section,
the Secretary, acting through the Veteran
Readiness and Employment Program of the
Department of Veterans Affairs and in co-
ordination with the Office of Tribal Govern-
ment Relations of the Department, shall
consult with Indian tribes, Tribal organiza-
tions, and veterans service organizations re-
garding each of the following:

(1) The design of the pilot program.

(2) The selection of the three regional Na-
tive VetSuccess service areas and partici-
pating Tribal colleges and universities, tak-
ing into consideration—

(A) the number of eligible students en-
rolled in the college or university and in the
regional service area;

(B) the capacity of the colleges and univer-
sities in the regional service area to accom-
modate a full-time VetSuccess on Campus
counselor and a full-time Vet Center out-
reach coordinator;

(C) the lack of information available at the
colleges and universities in the regional
service area about and lack of access to ben-
efits and services under the laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary; and

(D) any other factor that the Secretary or
the Indian tribes, Tribal organizations, and
veterans service organizations identify as
relevant.

(3) The most effective way to provide cul-
turally competent outreach and services to
eligible students at Tribal colleges and uni-
versities.

(d) OUTREACH TO COLLEGES AND UNIVER-
SITIES.—The Secretary shall provide notice
of the pilot program to all Tribal colleges
and universities and encourage all Tribal
colleges and universities to coordinate with
each other to create regional service areas to
participate in the pilot program.

(e) BRIEFINGS AND REPORTS.—

(1) IMPLEMENTATION BRIEFING.—Not later
than one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall provide
for the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and
the Committee on Natural Resources of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs and the Committee on
Indian Affairs of the Senate a briefing on—

(A) the design, structure, and objectives of
the pilot program; and

(B) the three regional Native Vet Success
service areas and the Tribal colleges and uni-
versities selected for participation in the
pilot program and the reason for the selec-
tion of such service areas and such colleges
and universities.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than four years
after the date on which the Secretary estab-
lishes the pilot program, the Secretary shall
submit to such Committees a report on the
pilot program. Such report shall include
each of the following:

(A) The number of eligible students pro-
vided services through the pilot program.

(B) The types of services that eligible stu-
dents received through the pilot program.

(C) The graduation rate of eligible students
who received services through the pilot pro-
gram.

(D) The rate of employment within one
year of graduation for eligible students who
received services through the pilot program.

(E) Feedback from each Tribal college or
university that participated in the pilot pro-
gram, including on the regional nature of the
program.

(F') Analysis of the feasibility of expanding
a regionally based Native VetSuccess at
Tribal Colleges and Universities Program,
including an explanation of the challenges of
such a model due to issues with distance,
communication, and coordination, and to the
level of unmet services.
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