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Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam
Speaker, I thank my colleagues, Rank-
ing Member BOST and Chair TAKANO,
for their leadership, and I thank Rep-
resentative BOST for yielding me time.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to
speak in support of my bipartisan GI
Bill National Emergency Extended
Deadline Act, which I was proud to in-
troduce with a fellow veteran, Con-
gresswoman SHERRILL.

Our legislation would protect vet-
erans’ educational benefits from expir-
ing due to institutional closures or
other factors caused by the COVID-19
national emergency.

This important legislation will allow
the Department of Veterans Affairs to
pause the time limit currently placed
on the use of GI bill benefits and to
permit them to restart the clock after
it is safe for veterans to return to
school.

I am pleased to see that our legisla-
tion was amended in the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs, to include my Vet-
erans Readiness and Employment Na-
tional Emergency Extended Deadline
Act, which I was also proud to intro-
duce with Congresswoman SHERRILL.

The VR&E NEED Act would ensure
disabled veterans get the support they
need to enter the civilian workforce
through the VA’s VR&E program. Our
legislation will allow the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to pause the 12-year
time limit to use VR&E benefits during
national emergencies and other crises
when eligible, disabled veterans are
prevented from leveraging those bene-
fits through no fault of their own.

The VR&E program is an excellent
path for our veterans to receive the
education and training they need to re-
enter the workforce. By pausing the
timer on their benefits when programs
are closed, we preserve the opportuni-
ties veterans have earned through their
service to our country. Our disabled
veterans sacrificed greatly in service
to our country, so now it is our turn to
serve them.

It is critical these benefits are not re-
duced due to no fault of the individual
veteran. Over the past year, we have
seen the COVID-19 public health emer-
gency force universities and colleges
across the country to temporarily close
their doors. As a 24-year Army veteran,
I know how important being able to
use GI benefits is to ensure that our
veterans can find meaningful employ-
ment. In fact, I used the GI bill benefit
throughout medical school.

Madam Speaker, I thank Congress-
woman SHERRILL for her partnership
on both of these commonsense bills to
help our veterans to access the benefits
they have earned.

Madam Speaker, I urge all my col-
leagues to support the bipartisan GI
NEED Act.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to close, and I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.
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Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I ask
all my colleagues to join me in passing
H.R. 2167, as amended, as sponsored by
Congresswoman SHERRILL of New Jer-
sey.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
McCoLLUM). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
California (Mr. TAKANO) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 2167, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Madam Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

NATIVE VETSUCCESS AT TRIBAL
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
PILOT PROGRAM ACT

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2878) to direct the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to carry out a Na-
tive VetSuccess at Tribal Colleges and
Universities Pilot Program, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2878

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Native
VetSuccess at Tribal Colleges and Univer-
sities Pilot Program Act’.

SEC. 2. NATIVE VETSUCCESS AT TRIBAL COL-
LEGES AND UNIVERSITIES PILOT
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall carry
out a five-year pilot program, to be known as
the ‘‘Native VetSuccess at Tribal Colleges
and Universities Pilot Program’. Under such
pilot program the Secretary shall—

Q) identify three regional Native
VetSuccess service areas consisting of at
least two participating Tribal colleges or
universities;

(2) assign to each regional Native
VetSuccess service area a VetSuccess on
Campus counselor and a full-time Vet Center
outreach coordinator, both of whom shall be
based on one or more of the participating
Tribal colleges or universities in the service
area; and

(3) provide for eligible students at such
participating colleges and universities with
all services for which such students would be
eligible under the VetSuccess on Campus
program of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

(b) ELIGIBLE STUDENTS.—For purposes of
the pilot program, an eligible student is a
student who is a veteran, member of the
Armed Forces, or dependent of a veteran or
member of the Armed Forces who is eligible
for any service or Dbenefit under the
VetSuccess on Campus program of the De-
partment.
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(c) CONSULTATION REQUIREMENT.—In devel-
oping the pilot program under this section,
the Secretary, acting through the Veteran
Readiness and Employment Program of the
Department of Veterans Affairs and in co-
ordination with the Office of Tribal Govern-
ment Relations of the Department, shall
consult with Indian tribes, Tribal organiza-
tions, and veterans service organizations re-
garding each of the following:

(1) The design of the pilot program.

(2) The selection of the three regional Na-
tive VetSuccess service areas and partici-
pating Tribal colleges and universities, tak-
ing into consideration—

(A) the number of eligible students en-
rolled in the college or university and in the
regional service area;

(B) the capacity of the colleges and univer-
sities in the regional service area to accom-
modate a full-time VetSuccess on Campus
counselor and a full-time Vet Center out-
reach coordinator;

(C) the lack of information available at the
colleges and universities in the regional
service area about and lack of access to ben-
efits and services under the laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary; and

(D) any other factor that the Secretary or
the Indian tribes, Tribal organizations, and
veterans service organizations identify as
relevant.

(3) The most effective way to provide cul-
turally competent outreach and services to
eligible students at Tribal colleges and uni-
versities.

(d) OUTREACH TO COLLEGES AND UNIVER-
SITIES.—The Secretary shall provide notice
of the pilot program to all Tribal colleges
and universities and encourage all Tribal
colleges and universities to coordinate with
each other to create regional service areas to
participate in the pilot program.

(e) BRIEFINGS AND REPORTS.—

(1) IMPLEMENTATION BRIEFING.—Not later
than one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall provide
for the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and
the Committee on Natural Resources of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs and the Committee on
Indian Affairs of the Senate a briefing on—

(A) the design, structure, and objectives of
the pilot program; and

(B) the three regional Native Vet Success
service areas and the Tribal colleges and uni-
versities selected for participation in the
pilot program and the reason for the selec-
tion of such service areas and such colleges
and universities.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than four years
after the date on which the Secretary estab-
lishes the pilot program, the Secretary shall
submit to such Committees a report on the
pilot program. Such report shall include
each of the following:

(A) The number of eligible students pro-
vided services through the pilot program.

(B) The types of services that eligible stu-
dents received through the pilot program.

(C) The graduation rate of eligible students
who received services through the pilot pro-
gram.

(D) The rate of employment within one
year of graduation for eligible students who
received services through the pilot program.

(E) Feedback from each Tribal college or
university that participated in the pilot pro-
gram, including on the regional nature of the
program.

(F') Analysis of the feasibility of expanding
a regionally based Native VetSuccess at
Tribal Colleges and Universities Program,
including an explanation of the challenges of
such a model due to issues with distance,
communication, and coordination, and to the
level of unmet services.
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(G) A detailed legislative proposal regard-
ing a long-term extension of the pilot pro-
gram, including a budget, if the Secretary
determines that such an extension is appro-
priate.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘Tribal college or university’’
has the meaning given such term under sec-
tion 316 of the Higher Education Act of 1965
(20 U.S.C. 1059¢).

(2) The term ‘‘tribal organization’ has the
meaning given that term in section 4 of the
Indian Self-Determination and Education
Assistance Act (256 U.S.C. 450b).

(3) The term ‘‘culturally competent’”
means considerate of the unique values, cus-
toms, traditions, cultures, and languages of
Native American veterans.

SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS
FOR HIGH TECHNOLOGY PILOT PRO-
GRAM.

Subsection (g) of section 116 of the Harry
W. Colmery Veterans Educational Assistance
Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-48; 38 U.S.C. 3001
note), as amended by section 4302 of the
Johnny Isakson and David P. Roe, M.D. Vet-
erans Health Care and Benefits Improvement
Act of 2020 (Public Law 116-315), is amended
to read as follows:

‘(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Funds shall be made available for carrying
out the pilot program under this section
from funds appropriated to, or otherwise
made available to, the Department for the
payment of readjustment benefits, in the fol-
lowing amounts for a fiscal year in which the
Secretary carries out the pilot program:

(1) For fiscal year 2019, $62,000,000.

‘“(2) For fiscal year 2020, $63,000,000.

“(3) For fiscal year 2021, $90,000,000.

‘(4) For fiscal year 2022, $90,000,000.

‘“(5) For fiscal year 2023, $60,000,000.

‘“(6) For fiscal year 2024, $0.”’.

SEC. 4. PROVISION OF EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE TO STUDENTS WHO ARE
“ROUNDING OUT” UNDER EDU-
CATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS
OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3680(a) of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘paragraph
(2)” and inserting ‘‘paragraphs (2) and (3)’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(3) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), in the
case of an eligible veteran or eligible person
who is pursuing a program of education on
less than a half-time basis during a period
that is the last semester, term, or academic
period the veteran or person will be enrolled
in the program of education because the vet-
eran or person will complete the program of
education at the end of that semester, term
or academic period, the Secretary may, pur-
suant to such regulations as the Secretary
shall prescribe, provide to the veteran or per-
son educational assistance under chapter 30,
32, 33, 34, or 35 of this title or under chapter
1606 of title 10, including a monthly housing
stipend described in section 3313(c) of this
title, on the basis of the total number of
credits or courses in which the veteran or
person is enrolled, if—

““(A) the number of credits the veteran or
person needs to complete the program of
education is less than the number of credits
that would constitute enrollment on a more
than half-time basis for that last semester,
term, or academic period; and

‘(B) the veteran or person—

‘(i) is enrolled in, or has completed, every
course offered by the program of education
during the last semester, term, or academic
period in which the veteran or person is en-
rolled in the program of education; and

‘“(ii) enrolls in an additional course that is
not required for the completion of such pro-
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gram of education and the enrollment in the
non-required course in addition to the re-
quired course or courses in which the vet-
eran or person is enrolled constitutes enroll-
ment on more than a half-time basis.””.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
August 1, 2021, and apply with respect to any
semester, term, or academic period that be-
gins on or after that date.

SEC. 5. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN HOUSING LOAN
FEES.

Section 3729(b)(2) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘October 1,
2030 each place it appears and inserting
“December 9, 2030°°.

SEC. 6. EXPANSION AND EXTENSION OF DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS AS-
SISTANCE FOR HOMELESS VET-
ERANS.

(a) EXPANSION.—Subsection (a) of section
2041 of title 38, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by inserting ‘‘or permanent housing”
after ‘‘shelter’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), by striking
‘“‘named in, or approved by the Secretary
under, section 5902 of this title’” and insert-
ing ‘‘that is the recipient of a grant under
section 2011, 2013, 2044, or 2061 of this title’’;
and

(C) in subparagraph (B), by inserting °,
tribal entity,” after ‘“‘State’’; and

(2) in paragraph (3)(B)—

(A) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘or to sell or
rent the property directly to homeless vet-
erans or veterans at-risk of homelessness”
after ‘‘families’’; and

(B) in each of clauses (i), (ii), and (iii), by
striking the comma and inserting a semi-
colon.

(b) EXTENSION.—Subsection (¢) of such sec-
tion is amended by striking ‘‘September 30,
2017 and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2025,
SEC. 7. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-

FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘“‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to insert extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 2878, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to
speak on H.R. 2878, as amended, the Na-
tive VetSuccess at Tribal Colleges and
Universities Pilot Program Act, intro-
duced by Congressman GALLEGO.
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Started in 2009, the VetSuccess On
Campus Program helps student vet-
erans succeed and thrive through deliv-
ery of on-campus benefits, assistance,
and counseling. This outreach is in-
tended to help veterans complete their
education and prepare them for jobs.

Since its inception, the program has
expanded multiple times, and currently
supports 104 schools across the country
and is served by 87 VetSuccess coun-
selors.
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However, Tribal colleges and univer-
sities are not currently served by the
VetSuccess program, creating a gap in
access to the services and benefits our
Native American veterans have earned.

Madam Speaker, Native veterans
serve in the Armed Forces at five times
the national average, and have served
with distinction in every major con-
flict for over 200 years. Native Ameri-
cans have the highest per capita in-
volvement of any population in service
in the U.S. military, yet these same
communities that serve disproportion-
ately in our military don’t see the
same resources delivered back to their
communities.

Congressman GALLEGO’s legislation
begins to close this gap by creating the
Native VetSuccess at Tribal Colleges
and Universities Pilot Program Act at
three sites around the Nation serving
Tribal colleges.

But that is not all. This legislation
also includes additional improvements
that will deliver more benefits to all
veterans using their earned edu-
cational benefits.

Included in this legislation is ex-
panded housing benefits for veterans as
they seek to finish programs of edu-
cation; additional funding for high-
technology education courses to serve
more veterans during our economic re-
bound from the COVID-19 pandemic;
and an extension of VA housing part-
nerships with local communities to
house more veterans who are experi-
encing or at risk of homelessness.

Madam Speaker, I applaud Congress-
man GALLEGO, a veteran himself, for
bringing this package to us, and I ask
my colleagues to join me in supporting
the Native VetSuccess at Tribal Col-
leges and Universities Pilot Program
Act.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 2878, as amended, the Na-
tive VetSuccess at Tribal Colleges and
Universities Pilot Program Act.

This bill would direct the VA to
carry out pilot programs on at least
two Tribal colleges or university cam-
puses.

During the pilot, a VetSuccess coun-
selor would be assigned to these cam-
puses to help eligible veterans navigate
VA programs and benefits.

I support the underlying bill. I am
also pleased that the bill, as amended,
included many Republican provisions.
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This bill includes the revised text of
Congresswoman MILLER-MEEKS’ bill,
H.R. 2335, the VET TEC Enhancement
Act of 2021. Her bill would increase
funding for the popular VET TEC pilot
program to ensure that funding does
not run out before the end of the fiscal
year. The bill also provides additional
funding for those programs in fiscal
year 2022 and 2023.

Madam Speaker, I am glad we au-
thorized additional funds for this im-
portant program that is putting vet-
erans back to work with a 70 percent
placement rate. I think we would be
hard-pressed to find another program
with such a high rate of success.

This bill also includes the text of
Congressman MANN’s bill, H.R. 2419, the
Affordable Housing for Homeless Vet-
erans Act of 2021. Congressman MANN’S
provision would authorize the VA to
sell, lease, rent or donate homes to
homeless veterans providers.

These homes were acquired by the
VA due to veterans defaulting on their
VA-guaranteed home loans. This
change would increase the stock of af-
fordable housing that is available to
house homeless veterans.

Finally, this bill would provide au-
thorization for the VA to continue the
practice of rounding out the semester
for GI Bill students. This practice en-
sures that the students who are fin-
ishing their education early are able to
take an additional class to receive
their full housing stipend.

I am dismayed that, without this leg-
islative fix, the Biden administration
is poised to end the decades-long prac-
tice on August 1.

Madam Speaker, I thank Chairman
LEVIN for working with us to ensure
rounding out continues and students
are not hurt by the VA’s decision. I
also thank Congresswoman MILLER-
MEEKS and Congressman MANN for
their hard work on both of these bills.

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to sup-
port this bill, and I urge my colleagues
to do the same.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO), my good friend
and an author of this legislation, H.R.
2878, and a member of the House Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee.

Mr. GALLEGO. Madam Speaker, I
rise today in support of my bill, H.R.
2878, the Native VetSuccess at Tribal
Colleges and Universities Pilot Pro-
gram Act.

I thank Chair TAKANO for bringing
this bill to the floor. I also thank my
co-leads on this legislation: Represent-
ative DUSTY JOHNSON, Representative
ToM O’HALLERAN, and Representative
Tom COLE.

Native Americans have served our
country in every war since the Amer-
ican Revolution. To this day, Native
Americans volunteer to serve at higher
rates than any other demographic
group. I, myself, served alongside Na-
tive American Marines in Iraq.
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Indigenous peoples have a decorated
history of service, yet Native veterans
have less access to benefits than other
groups of veterans. That must change.

Today, we consider a bill that will
give Native veterans attending Tribal
colleges and universities access to an
already successful student veteran pro-
gram, the VetSuccess on Campus Pro-
gram.

The VetSuccess program helps stu-
dent veterans graduate on time, suc-
cessfully enter the workforce, and ac-
cess VA benefits at over 100 colleges
and universities. H.R. 2878 would ex-
tend this successful program to TCUs
in a regional model to reach as many
Native veterans as possible. There is no
time to waste in passing this impor-
tant legislation.

In addition to expanding the
VetSuccess to Native veterans, H.R.
2878 includes emergency funds for vet-
eran technology education courses,
known as VET TEC. The VET TEC pro-
gram was created to allow veterans to
pursue vocational training for 21st cen-
tury careers in high-tech fields like
software development, programming,
coding, media, and more.

During the pandemic, more veterans
than ever are looking for training in
high-skilled, high-tech careers, so
much so that the VET TEC program
has run out of money for this year al-
ready. That is why H.R. 2878 includes
an immediate influx of funds for VET
TEC so more veterans can receive this
critical funding.

H.R. 2878 also includes a provision to
fight veteran homelessness. The
COVID-19 pandemic devastated our
economy and healthcare system in gen-
eral, disproportionately hurting vet-
erans. We don’t know yet the full im-
pact of the pandemic on veteran home-
lessness, but we know veterans need
our help immediately.

My bill will extend the authorization
allowing the VA to partner with non-
profits, States, Tribes, and localities to
help more veterans find both tem-
porary shelter and permanent housing.
This provision will save veterans’ lives,
period.

Finally, H.R. 2878 includes a provi-
sion to help student veterans keep
their housing benefits in their final se-
mester of education. Ensuring student
veterans can remain housed for the du-
ration of their education is essential to
ensure that veterans graduate on time
and can successfully enter the work-
force.

Before I close, I want to especially
thank Representatives MILLER-MEEKS,
LEVIN, MANN, and PAPPAS for their
work with me on this bipartisan bill.

Madam Speaker, I urge all my col-
leagues to support this legislation.

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from Iowa
(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS).

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam
Speaker, I thank my colleague, Rep-
resentative BoST, for yielding to me.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of Congressman GALLEGO’s bipar-
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tisan Native VetSuccess at Tribal Col-
leges and Universities Pilot Program
Act.

I am proud that this legislation was
amended by the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee to include my bipartisan VET
TEC Enhancement Act. This legisla-
tion, which I proudly introduced with a
fellow veteran, Congressman KAHELE,
would increase the amount authorized
to be appropriated for the Veteran Em-
ployment Through Technical Edu-
cation Courses program.

VET TEC is a 5-year pilot program
that allows eligible veterans to use GI
Bill-style benefits to attend innovative
job training programs to prepare them
for future employment in the tech-
nology industry.

My bill to support our veterans
would increase current funding for the
VET TEC program from $45 million to
$90 million per year to allow the VA to
enroll more veterans in this popular
program. This program ensures that
our veterans have the tools they need
to gain meaningful employment.

To date, over 1,800 veterans have
completed the VET TEC program and
found well-paying jobs with an average
salary of $57,000 per year.

I have spoken to veterans’ groups in
my district and across the country, and
there is overwhelming support for this
commonsense program.

This is another highly successful ave-
nue to assist veterans reentering the
civilian workforce, and I am proud to
see the House taking action to support
our veterans.

In closing, I would like to thank Con-
gressman KAHELE for his partnership
on this important issue, and Congress-
man GALLEGO for his support.

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the bipartisan Na-
tive VetSuccess at Tribal Colleges and
Universities Pilot Program Act.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
New Hampshire (Mr. PAPPAS), my good
friend and chair of the Subcommittee
on Oversight and Investigations.

Mr. PAPPAS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of the veterans of our
military who, following their service,
are housing insecure.

Although we have made significant
strides in combating veteran homeless-
ness, the fact remains that more than
37,000 veterans are homeless right now,
and many more are worried about
keeping a roof over their heads.

That is why the Affordable Housing
for Homeless Veterans Act is needed. I
introduced this bill with Sub-
committee on Oversight and Investiga-
tions Ranking Member MANN, and it is
included as part of H.R. 2878 today.

This legislation will allow the VA to
continue to acquire homes through
foreclosure, and then sell or lease these
homes to veterans in need of housing.

This much we know: A veteran who
has sworn to give everything for the
United States, up to and including
their life, should not be without a roof
over their head and a safe place to
sleep when their service is over.
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As President Kennedy said of those
who have served: ‘‘As we express our
gratitude, we must never forget that
the highest appreciation is not to utter
words, but to live by them.”

Let’s show our veterans our gratitude
by addressing housing insecurity and
passing this legislation today, as well
as the underlying bill sponsored by
Representative GALLEGO.

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to gentleman from Kansas
(Mr. MANN), my good friend.

Mr. MANN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to highlight veterans bills before
the House floor.

I appreciate the opportunity to first
highlight legislation that Representa-
tive PAPPAS and I introduced, aimed at
helping veteran homelessness.

H.R. 2878 and the Affordable Housing
for Homeless Veterans Act of 2021
would increase the number of afford-
able housing options to help reduce the
recent uptick in veteran homelessness
due to the ongoing pandemic.

Our job on the House Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee is to ensure that we
are taking care of and doing right by
our veterans. This legislation works to
do just that. Curbing veterans’ home-
lessness and ensuring our Nation’s he-
roes are not without shelter for them-
selves and their families is a top pri-
ority for me. There are over 37,000 vet-
erans experiencing homelessness in
America. This is not acceptable for our
veterans, and we must be part of the
solution.

I was pleased to see the Department
of VA and the Department of Housing
and Urban Development align efforts to
join forces to find ways to end veteran
homelessness. One of the priorities
mentioned by VA and HUD is increas-
ing the supply and access to affordable
housing.

My legislation reauthorizes and
amends the program that allows the
Secretary of VA to sell, lease, rent or
donate a home which was acquired by
VA because a veteran defaulted on
their VA-guaranteed home loan to a
public housing authority, grant and per
diem provider, or a Supportive Services
for Veterans Families service provider.

The public housing authority or pro-
viders could then use these homes to
shelter other veterans and their fami-
lies who are homeless or at risk of be-
coming homeless.

By reauthorizing this program and
removing some burdensome regula-
tions from the old program, the num-
ber of affordable housing options in
higher cost areas will increase and pro-
vide relief to veterans who have lim-
ited affordable housing options.

I was pleased this legislation re-
ceived bipartisan support from my col-
leagues on the committee, as well as
many members not on the committee.
This broad support shows a willingness
by this House of Representatives to im-
plement these impactful changes for
our veterans across the country.

I also had the opportunity to speak
with VA Secretary McDonough when
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he visited VA facilities in Kansas. I
spoke to him about the Affordable
Housing for Homeless Veterans Act,
and he was encouraged about the work
we were doing in the committee to help
veterans. I look forward to my contin-
ued partnership with Secretary
McDonough and the VA.

I also want to quickly highlight an-
other piece of legislation I introduced
along with Representative LAMB, the
VA Equal Employment Counseling
Modernization Act.
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This legislation removes burdensome
regulations by simply removing the
cap on the number of full-time employ-
ees at the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs who provide equal opportunity
employment counseling. It is a small,
incremental change, but changes like
this help the VA get our veterans into
jobs quickly and ensure we are giving
them the best care and guidance pos-
sible.

I thank Chairman TAKANO and Rank-
ing Member BoOST for allowing me to
speak on behalf of the Affordable Hous-
ing for Veterans Act. I look forward to
passing these pieces of legislation and
continuing to work with everyone to
help veterans.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
the State of Hawaii (Mr. KAHELE).

Mr. KAHELE. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from California
for yielding me time.

Madam Speaker, today, I rise to
speak in favor of H.R. 2878, the bipar-
tisan Native VetSuccess at Tribal Col-
leges and Universities Pilot Program,
which includes a bill that I co-led with
my esteemed colleague from Iowa’s
Second Congressional District, Con-
gresswoman MILLER-MEEKS, the VET
TEC Enhancement Act.

In our Army, Navy, Air Force, Ma-
rines, and Coast Guard, our veterans
and their families have sacrificed so
much to protect our Nation and keep
our country whole. We owe them our
thanks, we owe them our respect, but
most importantly, we owe them our
support as they transition back into ci-
vilian life once their service is over.

The Veteran Employment Through
Technical Education Courses, or VET
TEC, is a b-year pilot program that al-
lows eligible veterans to use GI Bill-
style benefits to attend innovative job
training programs and prepare them
for future employment in the tech-
nology industry. Our bill would expand
funding of this program from $45 mil-
lion to $1256 million a year, allowing
more of our men and women in uniform
to enroll each year.

The VET TEC program is highly pop-
ular and has a 90 percent completion
rate, giving our veterans the tools they
need to gain meaningful employment
in well-paying jobs. No servicemember
who has taken the oath to protect and
defend our country should be left be-
hind in today’s 21st century workforce.
I am proud to co-lead this important
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legislation, and I look forward to its
passage and benefit to America’s serv-
icemembers. Mahalo.

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I encour-
age my colleagues to support this bill,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
have no further speakers. In closing, I
ask all my colleagues to join me in
passing this important piece of legisla-
tion, H.R. 2878, as amended, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2878, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Madam Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

——————

DIRECTING SECRETARY OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS TO SUBMIT A
REPORT ON USE OF CAMERAS IN
MEDICAL CENTERS OF DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1510) to direct the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to submit to Con-
gress a report on the use of cameras in
the medical centers of the Department
of Veterans Affairs, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1510

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. REPORT ON USE OF CAMERAS IN
MEDICAL FACILITIES OF THE DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in
collaboration with the Office of Operations,
Security, and Preparedness of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, the Veterans
Health Administration, and the Office of
Construction and Facilities Management of
the Department, shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a report
analyzing the policies, use, and maintenance
of cameras deployed by the Department for
patient safety and law enforcement at med-
ical facilities of the Department.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) A comprehensive review of the policies
and procedures of the Department regarding
the use and maintenance of cameras with re-
spect to the following:

(A) Patient safety, including—

(i) an analysis of how cameras are used to
monitor staff and patients;

(ii) an analysis of the specific units within
medical facilities in which the use of cam-
eras is prioritized to protect patient safety;
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