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But, still, they have not been yet rec-
ognized by the Army or by this Con-
gressional body. We have the oppor-
tunity to right that wrong.

Today, there are only 11 members of
more than 1,000 of the original Ghost
Army who still remain alive. And to
this day, they continue to embody the
ideals that Americans strive for: Duty,
honor, sacrifice, courage, service.

Let’s pass this bill. Let’s give the
Ghost Army heroes the highest honor
that we can.

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Madam Speaker, I thank my friend
from Utah for his important closing
words to support this important bill,
H.R. 707.

What better tribute to those families
of the 1,000 who served in the Ghost
Army, and those 11 who we still cele-
brate as being alive with us today than
the recognition they deserve, because
those 1,000 saved the lives of thousands
more in the Allied force as we com-
pleted our task of ridding Europe of
fascism.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my friends from
Utah and New Hampshire for their
leadership on this bill. I thank Chair-
man CLEAVER today for guiding our de-
bate, and I encourage everyone in the
House to support H.R. 707.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is one of the
most amazing things that I have had
the opportunity to support since I have
been in Congress. And this bill is sim-
ply amazing. It ensures official rec-
ognition of creativity and innovation
displayed by members of the Ghost
Army in saving lives, contributing to
the defeat of the axis powers during
World War II.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Ms. KUSTER for
her work in ensuring recognition of
this brave and talented group of cit-
izen-soldiers and their unique contribu-
tions to the war effort.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCNERNEY). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLEAVER) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 707, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.
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SECURING AMERICA’S VACCINES
FOR EMERGENCIES ACT OF 2021

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3146) to amend the Defense Pro-
duction Act of 1950 to ensure the sup-
ply of certain medical materials essen-
tial to national defense, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3146

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Securing
America’s Vaccines for Emergencies Act of
2021 or the “SAVE Act of 2021".

SEC. 2. SECURING ESSENTIAL MEDICAL MATE-

(a) STATEMENT OF PoLICY.—Section 2(b) of
the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C.
4502) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (3) through

(8) as paragraphs (4) through (9), respec-
tively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

““(3) authorities under this Act should be
used when appropriate to ensure the avail-
ability of medical materials essential to na-
tional defense, including through measures
designed to secure the drug supply chain,
and taking into consideration the impor-
tance of United States competitiveness, sci-
entific leadership and cooperation, and inno-
vative capacity;”.

(b) STRENGTHENING DOMESTIC CAPABILITY.—
Section 107 of the Defense Production Act of
1950 (50 U.S.C. 4517) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘(includ-
ing medical materials)”’ after ‘‘materials’’;
and

(2) in subsection (b)(1), by inserting ‘‘(in-
cluding medical materials such as drugs, de-
vices, and biological products to diagnose,
cure, mitigate, treat, or prevent disease that
are essential to national defense)’’ after ‘‘es-
sential materials’.

(c) STRATEGY ON SECURING SUPPLY CHAINS
FOR MEDICAL MATERIALS.—Title I of the De-
fense Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4511 et
seq.) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“SEC. 109. STRATEGY ON SECURING SUPPLY
CHAINS FOR MEDICAL MATERIALS.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the President, in consultation with the
Secretary of Health and Human Services, the
Secretary of Commerce, the Secretary of
Homeland Security, and the Secretary of De-
fense, shall transmit a strategy to the appro-
priate Members of Congress that includes the
following:

‘(1) A detailed plan to use the authorities
under this title and title III, or any other
provision of law, to ensure the supply of
medical materials (including drugs, devices,
and biological products (as that term is de-
fined in section 351 of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262)) to diagnose, cure,
mitigate, treat, or prevent disease) essential
to national defense, to the extent necessary
for the purposes of this Act.

‘“(2) An analysis of vulnerabilities to exist-
ing supply chains for such medical materials,
and recommendations to address the
vulnerabilities.

‘“(3) Measures to be undertaken by the
President to diversify such supply chains, as
appropriate and as required for national de-
fense.
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‘“(4) A discussion of—

““(A) any significant effects resulting from
the plan and measures described in this sub-
section on the production, cost, or distribu-
tion of biological products (as that term is
defined in section 351 of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262)) or any other de-
vices or drugs (as defined under the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 301
et. seq.));

‘“(B) a timeline to ensure that essential
components of the supply chain for medical
materials are not under the exclusive control
of a foreign government in a manner that
the President determines could threaten the
national defense of the United States; and

‘(C) efforts to mitigate any risks resulting
from the plan and measures described in this
subsection to United States competitiveness,
scientific leadership, and innovative capac-
ity, including efforts to cooperate and
proactively engage with United States allies.

“‘(b) PROGRESS REPORT.—Following submis-
sion of the strategy under subsection (a), the
President shall submit to the appropriate
Members of Congress an annual progress re-
port until September 30, 2025, evaluating the
implementation of the strategy, and may in-
clude updates to the strategy as appropriate.
The strategy and progress reports shall be
submitted in unclassified form but may con-
tain a classified annex.

‘“(c) APPROPRIATE MEMBERS OF CONGRESS.—
The term ‘appropriate Members of Congress’
means the Speaker, majority leader, and mi-
nority leader of the House of Representa-
tives, the majority leader and minority lead-
er of the Senate, the Chairman and Ranking
Member of the Committee on Financial
Services of the House of Representatives,
and the Chairman and Ranking Member of
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs of the Senate.”.

SEC. 3. INVESTMENT IN SUPPLY CHAIN SECU-
RITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 303 of the Defense
Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4533) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“(h) INVESTMENT IN SUPPLY CHAIN SECU-
RITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In addition to other au-
thorities in this title, the President may
make available to an eligible entity de-
scribed in paragraph (2) payments to in-
crease the security of supply chains and sup-
ply chain activities, if the President certifies
to Congress not less than 30 days before
making such a payment that the payment is
critical to meet national defense require-
ments of the United States.

‘(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—An eligible entity
described in this paragraph is an entity
that—

‘“(A) is organized under the laws of the
United States or any jurisdiction within the
United States; and

‘(B) produces—

‘(i) one or more critical components;

“‘(ii) critical technology; or

‘“(iii) one or more products or raw mate-
rials for the security of supply chains or sup-
ply chain activities.

‘“(3) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection, the
terms ‘supply chain’ and ‘supply chain ac-
tivities” have the meanings given those
terms by the President by regulation.”.

(b) REGULATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President shall prescribe regulations set-
ting forth definitions for the terms ‘‘supply
chain” and ‘‘supply chain activities’ for the
purposes of section 303(h) of the Defense Pro-
duction Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4533(h)), as
added by subsection (a).

(2) SCOPE OF DEFINITIONS.—The definitions
required by paragraph (1)—

(A) shall encompass—
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(i) the organization, people, activities, in-
formation, and resources involved in the de-
livery and operation of a product or service
used by the Government; or

(ii) critical infrastructure as defined in
Presidential Policy Directive 21 (February
12, 2013; relating to critical infrastructure se-
curity and resilience); and

(B) may include variations as determined
necessary and appropriate by the President
for purposes of national defense.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLEAVER) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. HILL) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this legislation and to insert
extraneous material thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3146, the Securing America’s
Vaccines for Emergencies Act of 2021,
introduced by my colleague, Mr.
FRENCH HILL.

The COVID-19 pandemic has clearly
demonstrated that ensuring the avail-
ability of the essential medical sup-
plies, articles, and equipment to fight
disease is essential to our national de-
fense. This bill would better equip us to
respond to the current pandemic, as
well as future public health emer-
gencies, by amending the Defense Pro-
duction Act of 1950, to ensure that the
definition of national defense includes
the availability of medical articles.

H.R. 3146 strengthens our ability to
respond to public health emergencies
through measures designed to secure
the drug supply chain. Specifically, the
bill requires the development of a
strategy on securing supply chains for
medical articles. This includes report-
ing to Congress on an analysis of exist-
ing supply chain vulnerabilities for
medical articles and recommendations
to address these vulnerabilities, includ-
ing measures to diversify supply chains
and other efforts to mitigate risk,
while promoting American competi-
tiveness, scientific leadership, and in-
dustrial innovation in this area.

This bill will also provide for invest-
ment in supply chain security for eligi-
ble entities if the President certifies to
Congress that such an investment is
important to meet the national defense
needs of the United States.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. HILL for his
work in ensuring that we, as a country,
learn the lessons from this COVID-19
pandemic and are better prepared to re-
spond to the next public health emer-
gency because of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3146, the Securing America’s
Vaccines for Emergencies Act, the
SAVE Act. I want to thank my friend
from California, JUAN VARGAS, a col-
league on the House Financial Services
Committee, for our collaboration on
looking at the Defense Production
Act—we are going to talk about it
today—and how we could improve it for
better preparing the United States for
a global pandemic.

The SAVE Act amends that Defense
Production Act to protect medical sup-
plies for Americans by bolstering our
supply chain during times of crisis. The
Defense Production Act, as my friend,
Mr. CLEAVER, noted, was first signed
into law by President Truman in 1950
in response to a shortage of materials
during the Korean conflict.

Designed to incentivize production,
avoid inflation, and, as I say, boost
goods critical for the national defense,
the DPA successfully brought Amer-
ican manufacturing to the forefront at
the battle at hand at that time.

Initially, the Defense Production
Act, as you can tell by its name, was
used in response for military needs, but
over time the United States Congress
has expanded it to other areas consid-
ered essential to national defense, and
those include critical responses to na-
tional emergencies.

When President Truman signed the
DPA, he shared: It is your fight, the
fight of all of us, and it can be won
only if all of us in the fight can fight it
together. At that time, he was saying
that in response to the Korean conflict,
but this quote still resonates with us
now the same way as it did so long ago.

A little over a year ago, our country
faced another nationwide crisis that
called on the need for the Defense Pro-
duction Act to be placed in the Amer-
ican spotlight. In response to a global
health crisis, America experienced
shortages of necessary medical sup-
plies, basically overnight.

Supply chains were tested like never
before, and it became increasingly
clear that America needed to do some-
thing different in order to respond to
the alarming increase in demand for
medical gloves, N95 masks, and ven-
tilators.

In my home State of Arkansas, our
hospitals had medical materials
stacked from floor to ceiling stamped
‘““Made in China.” And much of those
supplies, Mr. Speaker, in the PPE cat-
egory ended up rejected and put in a
dumpster because they did not meet
the quality standards; they were out of
compliance.

Our national and State emergency
stockpiles were prepared for a localized
outbreak, not a national 50-State pan-
demic. Fortunately, President Trump
invoked the Defense Production Act,
which allowed for greater domestic
manufacturing of these necessary med-
ical supplies. And while that was tak-
ing effect, the hospitals and our great
Arkansas business, academic, and med-
ical community banded together to be
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able to coordinate critical supply pur-
chases, and even locally, manufacture
badly needed face shields to protect pa-
tients and health professionals alike.

Even more alarming than the lack of
supplies might be our reliance on coun-
tries, particularly China, for basic
pharmaceutical components. Our Na-
tion must develop a strategy to diver-
sify our supply chain to ensure that we
are not in that same short supply situ-
ation in the future. In my view, last
spring, Mr. Speaker, we were caught
without such critical planning.

That is why I introduced the SAVE
Act in April of last year when we were
first responding to these challenges,
and I am pleased to have reintroduced
it this year with my friend and col-
league, Congressman VARGAS. This bill
amends the DPA to ensure that med-
ical materials are within that Defense
Production Act scope.

While all of us hope that we are near-
ing the finish line of COVID-19, we can-
not forget about the shortages that we
once faced, because the reality is, un-
fortunately, perhaps likely, this coun-
try will face the same situation again.

This bill allows us to be better pre-
pared for that future, whether it be in
the short, medium, or long run. It will
allow us to diversify supply chains that
are required for our national defense. It
will permit the United States to be less
reliant on foreign countries like China
for critical PPE or, most importantly,
pharmaceutical ingredients or other
medical products.

The SAVE Act requires a national
strategy and progress reports on the di-
versification of that essential medical
supply chain. At the same time, it
makes explicit that our strategy needs
to take into account cooperation with
our allies. We must maintain a strong
trading environment that fosters con-
tinued innovation. Making critical sup-
ply chains more resilient doesn’t mean
closing ourselves off from our friends
around the world in partnership on
these important items.

Just to cite one example, Mr. Speak-
er, the Pfizer vaccine against COVID-19
consists of 280 components sourced
from 86 sites across 19 countries. Inter-
national cooperation makes treat-
ments like this possible. But we must
ensure these items don’t fall under the
exclusive control of an adversary. My
legislation will help prevent that.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle to support the
SAVE Act, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. VARGAS).

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to support my good friend, Rep-
resentative HILL’s, SAVE Act, H.R.
3146. As my good friend from Arkansas
said, I am proud to be the lead cospon-
sor of this bill. The tailored focus on
this bill on the supply chain portion of
the Defense Production Act will help
us in future preparedness for public
health emergencies.
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Among other things, it requires a de-
tailed plan from the President to se-
cure the medical material supply
chain. Additionally, it amends the
DPA, the Defense Production Act, to
include medical materials among crit-
ical materials for which the supply
chain must be secured.

As my good friend knows, we need to
be prepared not only for this pandemic,
unfortunately, for other medical emer-
gencies that may come. We have heard
that we may be entering an era of
pandemics and we must be prepared.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my good friend
from Arkansas for his leadership, and I
urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this bill’s passage.

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my friend from
California, Mr. VARGAS. We will be
talking about this when we discuss his
bill in a few minutes. We have collabo-
rated on this, and it is about planning,
it is about a strategy, it is about not
being caught at low tide with no bath-
ing suit, and that is what this country
needs is a better strategy.

President Bush warned us of that
after he studied this issue when he was
President. The stockpiles are impor-
tant. Our FEMA planning is important.
But our medical supply chain and those
critical components are critical to the
health and safety of our country. It is
critical to our ability to defend our-
selves, and hence, an appropriate
amendment to the Defense Production
Act.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further speak-
ers, and I urge a ‘‘yes” vote on both
sides of the aisle, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, this time last year we
watched as our brave healthcare work-
ers struggled all over this country to
respond to the mounting COVID-19 cri-
sis, often with inadequate personal pro-
tective equipment and limited medical
supplies.

This bill ensures that we can direct
our significant scientific innovation
and industrial capacity towards ensur-
ing essential medical supplies are read-
ily available, and that our supply
chains are resilient in the face of
threats to our collective health and
well-being.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
Mr. HiLL for his work on this impor-
tant issue, and I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes.” I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
CLEAVER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3146.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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COVID-19 EMERGENCY MEDICAL
SUPPLIES ENHANCEMENT ACT
OF 2021

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3125) to enhance authorities
under the Defense Production Act of
1950 to respond to the COVID-19 emer-
gency, to provide additional oversight
of such authorities, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3125

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘COVID-19
Emergency Medical Supplies Enhancement
Act of 2021".

SEC. 2. DETERMINATION ON EMERGENCY SUP-
PLIES AND OTHER PUBLIC HEALTH
EMERGENCIES.

(a) COVID-19 PANDEMIC RESPONSE.—For
the purposes of section 101 of the Defense
Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4511), the
following materials may be deemed by the
President, during the COVID-19 emergency
period, to be scarce and critical materials es-
sential to the national defense and otherwise
meet the requirements of section 101(b) of
such Act, and funds available to implement
such Act may be used for the purchase, pro-
duction (including the construction, repair,
and retrofitting of government-owned facili-
ties as necessary), or distribution of such
materials:

(1) In vitro diagnostic products (as defined
in section 809.3(a) of title 21, Code of Federal
Regulations) for the detection of SARS-CoV-
2 or the diagnosis of the virus that causes
COVID-19, and the reagents and other mate-
rials necessary for producing, conducting, or
administering such products, and the ma-
chinery, equipment, laboratory capacity, or
other technology necessary to produce such
products.

(2) Face masks and personal protective
equipment, including non-surgical isolation
gowns, face shields, nitrile gloves, N-95 fil-
tering facepiece respirators, and any other
masks or equipment (including durable med-
ical equipment) determined by the Secretary
of Health and Human Services to be needed
to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, and
the materials, machinery, additional manu-
facturing lines or facilities, or other tech-
nology necessary to produce such equipment.

(3) Drugs and devices (as those terms are
defined in the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.)) and biologi-
cal products (as that term is defined by sec-
tion 351 of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 262)) that are approved, cleared, li-
censed, or authorized under either of such
Acts for use in treating or preventing
COVID-19 and symptoms related to COVID-
19, and any materials, manufacturing ma-
chinery, additional manufacturing or fill-fin-
ish lines or facilities, technology, or equip-
ment (including durable medical equipment)
necessary to produce or use such drugs, bio-
logical products, or devices (including sy-
ringes, vials, or other supplies or equipment
related to delivery, distribution, or adminis-
tration).

(4) Any other medical equipment or sup-
plies determined by the Secretary of Health
and Human Services or the Secretary of
Homeland Security to be scarce and critical
materials essential to the national defense
for purposes of section 101 of the Defense
Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4511).

(b) FUTURE PREPAREDNESS FOR HEALTH
EMERGENCIES.—Section 702(14) of the Defense
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Production Act of 1950 is amended by strik-
ing ‘“‘and critical infrastructure protection
and restoration’ and inserting ‘‘, critical in-
frastructure protection and restoration, and
public health emergency preparedness and
response activities’’.
SEC. 3. EXERCISE OF TITLE I AUTHORITIES IN
RELATION TO CONTRACTS BY
STATE, LOCAL, OR TRIBAL GOVERN-
MENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In exercising authorities
under title I of the Defense Production Act
of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4511 et seq.) during the
COVID-19 emergency period, the President
(and any officer or employee of the United
States to which authorities under such title
I have been delegated)—

(1) may exercise the prioritization or allo-
cation authority provided in such title I to
exclude any materials described in section 2
ordered by a State, local, or Tribal govern-
ment that are scheduled to be delivered
within 15 days of the time at which—

(A) the purchase order or contract by the
Federal Government for such materials is
made; or

(B) the materials are otherwise allocated
by the Federal Government under the au-
thorities contained in such Act; and

(2) shall, within 24 hours of any exercise of
the prioritization or allocation authority
provided in such title I—

(A) to the extent practicable notify any
State, local, or Tribal government if the
President determines that the exercise of
such authorities would delay the receipt of
such materials ordered by such government;
and

(B) take such steps as may be necessary,
and as authorized by law, to ensure that such
materials ordered by such government are
delivered in the shortest possible period,
consistent with the purposes of the Defense
Production Act of 1950.

(b) UPDATE TO FEDERAL REGULATIONS.—

(1) DPAS.—Not later than 30 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Defense
Property Accountability System regulations
(15 C.F.R. part 700) shall be revised to reflect
the requirements of subsection (a).

(2) FAR.—Not later than 30 days after the
revisions required by paragraph (1) are made,
the Federal Acquisition Regulation shall be
revised to reflect the requirements of sub-
section (a), consistent with the revisions
made pursuant to paragraph (1).

SEC. 4. ENGAGEMENT WITH THE PRIVATE SEC-
TOR.

(a) OUTREACH REPRESENTATIVE.—Con-
sistent with the authorities in title VII of
the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C.
4551 et seq.), the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, in
consultation with the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, may designate or ap-
point, pursuant to section 703 of such Act (50
U.S.C. 4553), an individual to be known as the
“Outreach Representative’ for the COVID-19
emergency period. Such individual shall—

(1) be appointed from among individuals
with substantial experience in the produc-
tion or distribution of medical supplies or
equipment; and

(2) act as the Government-wide single
point of contact during the COVID-19 emer-
gency for outreach to manufacturing compa-
nies and their suppliers who may be inter-
ested in producing medical supplies or equip-
ment, including the materials described
under section 2.

(b) ENCOURAGING PARTNERSHIPS.—During
the COVID-19 emergency period, the Out-
reach Representative shall seek to develop
partnerships between companies, in coordi-
nation with any overall coordinator ap-
pointed by the President to oversee the re-
sponse to the COVID-19 emergency, includ-
ing through the exercise of the authorities
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