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household resources to make it to court on
time and to avoid re-arrest for failure to ap-
pear.

These challenges are heightened for de-
fendants who have cases pending in districts
that are far from where they live. This distance
can also lead to unnecessary pretrial deten-
tion, as courts wrestle with how to ensure that
defendants who live out of their districts can
make required court appearances.

H.R. 2694 gives courts the ability to direct
the U.S. Marshals to provide for roundtrip trav-
el and subsistence for indigent defendants—or
those who cannot otherwise afford these
costs—to attend court during the pendency of
their cases. This is an important step in our
work on federal pretrial reform.

The second part of the bill promotes judicial
economy by allowing magistrate judges to
oversee the entirety of the cases in which they
exercise trial jurisdiction. This administrative
step is important for our overburdened federal
judiciary, and our efforts to fairly administer
justice to all individuals.

| thank Representative JEFFRIES for his work
on this bill, which | encourage my colleagues
to join me in supporting today.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, everyone—re-
gardless of their financial situation—should be
able to fully and fairly defend themselves in
court.

Unfortunately, however, many defendants
who live very far away from the court trying
their case cannot afford to get to and from
their court appearances to defend themselves.
The costs can be simply insurmountable.

This situation often makes poverty the dif-
ference between winning and losing a case,
regardless of the facts.

That is not justice.

This bill helps make courtroom justice avail-
able to everyone by ensuring that travel and
lodging costs are covered for low-income de-
fendants.

This will help ensure justice for all defend-
ants, not just those wealthy enough to afford
it.

This bill also makes courtrooms more effec-
tive. It allows magistrate judges to rule on cer-
tain post-judgment issues that they previously
could not adjudicate on cases that they han-
dled at the trial level.

This is common sense. If a case has been
with a judge through the entirety of the trial,
that judge knows the case best and should be
able to handle post-conviction issues.

As a former litigator, | believe this bill will
help ensure that justice prevails and make our
overburdened court system more efficient, and
| thank Congressman JEFFRIES for introducing
this important legislation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
NADLER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2694.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.
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ELDER ABUSE PROTECTION ACT
OF 2021

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2922) to amend the Elder Abuse
Prevention and Prosecution Act to au-
thorize the Elder Justice Initiative, to
require that online resources of such
initiative are made available in Span-
ish, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2922

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Elder Abuse
Protection Act of 2021°°.

SEC. 2. ELDER JUSTICE INITIATIVE.

Section 101(b) of the Elder Abuse Prevention
and Prosecution Act (34 U.S.C. 21711(b)) is
amended to read as follows:

“(b) ELDER JUSTICE INITIATIVE.—

‘(1) PERMANENT INITIATIVE.—The Attorney
General shall establish an Elder Justice Initia-
tive to coordinate criminal enforcement and
public engagement efforts to combat elder abuse,
neglect, and financial fraud and scams that tar-
get elders, and to support and coordinate the ef-
forts of the Elder Justice Coordinator designated
under subsection (a).

““(2) DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ELDER JUSTICE
COORDINATOR.—The Attorney General shall des-
ignate an Elder Justice Coordinator within the
Department of Justice who, in addition to any
other responsibilities, shall be responsible for—

““(A) coordinating and supporting the law en-
forcement efforts and policy activities as the
head of the Elder Justice Initiative for the De-
partment of Justice on elder justice issues;

“(B) evaluating training models to determine
best practices and creating or compiling and
making publicly available replication guides
and training materials for law enforcement offi-
cers, prosecutors, judges, emergency responders,
individuals working in victim services, adult
protective services, social services, and public
safety, medical personnel, mental health per-
sonnel, financial services personnel, and any
other individuals whose work may bring them in
contact with elder abuse regarding how to—

“(i) conduct investigations in elder abuse
cases;

““(ii) address evidentiary
legal issues; and

““(iii) appropriately assess, respond to, and
interact with victims and witnesses in elder
abuse cases, including in administrative, civil,
and criminal judicial proceedings; and

“(C) carrying out such other duties as the At-
torney General determines necessary in connec-
tion with enhancing the understanding, preven-
tion, and detection of, and response to, elder
abuse.

“(3) ONLINE PUBLIC RESOURCES.—The Elder
Justice Initiative shall maintain and publish on
the internet, information aimed at protecting el-
ders from fraudulent schemes and contain re-
sources aimed at preventing elder abuse.

““(4) TELEPHONE HOTLINE.—The Attorney Gen-
eral, in consultation with the Elder Justice Co-
ordinator and the Office of Victims of Crime,
shall establish a national elder fraud telephone
hotline to provide support to victims and re-
sources to help victims, including referrals to
federal, local and state law enforcement where
appropriate.

““(5) TRIBAL CONSULTATION.—The Elder Jus-
tice Coordinator shall provide recommendations
to the Office of Tribal Justice on a yearly basis
on how to address elder abuse and elder fraud
that takes place on federally recognized tribal
reservations.
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“(6) LEGAL AID.—The Elder Justice Coordi-
nator shall consult with components of the De-
partment of Justice to promote the provision of
civil legal aid to victims of elder abuse and elder
fraud.

“(7) SPANISH LANGUAGE RESOURCES.—The At-
torney General shall ensure that Elder Justice
Initiative online resources are available in
Spanish and link linguistically appropriate re-
sources to inform Spanish-speaking elders of
Federal and State resources to combat fraud
and abuse that targets the elderly, to include—

“(A4) Spanish-language resources and links
that help report instances of elder fraud and
abuse to State and local law enforcement; and

““(B) resources that help prevent financial ex-
ploitation of elders.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. NADLER) and the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BI1sSHOP) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on H.R. 2922.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 2922, the bipartisan Elder Abuse
Protection Act of 2021.

This bill would make permanent the
Department of Justice’s Elder Justice
Initiative and would assign the initia-
tive a number of critical responsibil-
ities that would protect vulnerable sen-
iors from fraud and abuse.

The bill includes critical elder abuse
preventive measures, including an obli-
gation to post elder abuse prevention
resources online, to coordinate with
the Office of Tribal Justice to address
elder fraud on reservations, and to pub-
lish Spanish-language elder fraud and
abuse materials. Additionally, the bill
would authorize the Department’s op-
eration of the National Elder Fraud
Hotline.

These changes are a testament to the
importance this Congress places on
elder justice and its continued commit-
ment to address emerging elder fraud
issues.

Sadly, tens of thousands of elderly
Americans are abused and exploited
every day. By one estimate, American
seniors lose at least $2.9 billion each
year due to financial abuse and exploi-
tation. The U.S. Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau similarly estimates
that elder Americans suffer an average
annual loss of $34,200 due to fraud.

Tragically, instances of elder fraud
and abuse have only gone up. From 2013
to 2017, financial scams and other
crimes targeting older Americans
quadrupled. Elderly individuals are
vulnerable to abuse on account of a
myriad of factors, with social isolation
and mental impairment, such as de-
mentia or Alzheimer’s disease, playing
outsized roles.
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By making permanent and expanding
the Elder Justice Initiative’s mandate,
the Department of Justice can more ef-
fectively protect our Nation’s seniors
and prosecute instances of elder abuse.
At a time when seniors are perhaps at
their most vulnerable, it only makes
sense that the government redouble its
efforts to protect America’s seniors.

It is particularly important that
marginalized elder communities get
the educational and preventive re-
sources they need. The Elder Abuse
Protection Act does exactly that by re-
quiring that the Elder Justice Initia-
tive coordinate with the Office of Trib-
al Justice on how to address elder
abuse on reservations. This provision
would mean fewer elder indigenous
Americans will fall victim to exploi-
tation.

The bill also makes permanent the
elder abuse fraud hotline. With the hot-
line, concerned Americans can report
instances of elder abuse directly to the
Department of Justice, and victims can
obtain support and resources that they
need.

The Elder Abuse Protection Act also
requires that the Elder Justice Initia-
tive share their materials online and in
Spanish. More Americans will have ac-
cess to the DOJ’s resources. Greater
access to those materials is critical so
that older Latinos, who comprise al-
most 4 million individuals, can also ac-
cess these crucial resources.

In short, Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2922 re-
doubles the government’s commitment
to preventing elder fraud and abuse,
and to ensuring that seniors have ac-
cess to the resources they need.

I thank Representatives GARCIA and
SPARTZ, the sponsors of this bipartisan
legislation, for their vision and their
leadership on this important issue.

I strongly support this legislation,
and I urge my colleagues to support it
as well.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2922.

The Elder Abuse Protection Act
builds on President Trump’s strong
record of protecting America’s seniors
and responding to elder abuse in Amer-
ica. In 2017, President Trump signed
into law the Elder Abuse Prevention
and Prosecution Act to improve the
justice system’s response to victims of
elder abuse and exploitation cases.

In 2018, President Trump signed an
executive order that established a task
force within the Justice Department
that placed a new emphasis on the
growing problems of cyber fraud and
fraud targeting the elderly. Attorney
General Barr appointed a National
Elder Justice Coordinator to oversee
the Department’s work to combat elder
fraud.

Because of the Trump administra-
tion’s work, all 94 U.S. Attorney’s of-
fices now have a prosecutor dedicated

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

to focus on the most pressing elder jus-
tice issues in each jurisdiction.

The Department also established an
Elder Justice Initiative to support and
coordinate the Department’s enforce-
ment and programmatic efforts to
combat elder abuse, neglect, and finan-
cial fraud cases and scams that target
our seniors.

This bill codifies the Trump adminis-
tration’s Elder Justice Initiative as a
program within the Department of Jus-
tice. President Trump and his adminis-
tration led on protecting American
seniors. The bill before us today will
make permanent the thoughtful and
successful initiatives implemented by
President Trump and Attorney General
Barr.

I am pleased that my colleagues
across the aisle recognize the leader-
ship of President Trump and Attorney
General Barr in these important areas.
I thank the sponsor and cosponsor of
this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. GARCIA).

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in strong support of the bipartisan
Elder Abuse Protection Act.

I proudly sponsored this legislation
because, quite frankly, back in the day,
when I was a geriatric social worker, 1
saw firsthand the abuse targeted
against our seniors as consumers.

This bill will help ensure that our
seniors today, the group that most dis-
proportionately was impacted by
COVID-19, are not continuing as tar-
gets of fraudulent crimes. I thank Rep-
resentative SPARTZ for joining me in
this legislation.

This March, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation’s Internet Crime Com-
plaint Center released its 2020 internet
crime report, noting it received 105,301
complaints—over 100,000 complaints—
from victims over the age of 60.

That was a whopping 54 percent in-
crease from the 2019 numbers of 68,000
complaints. If you look at the cost and
value of these complaints, it was $966
million, an approximate 15 percent in-
crease from the 2019 number of $835
million.

What is worse, Mr. Speaker, is that
these statistics reflect only those com-
plaints in which the victim voluntarily
provided their age range as over 60. So
there may be even more.

Victims over the age of 60 are tar-
geted by perpetrators because they are
believed to have significant reliable fi-
nancial resources.

The evidence is clear, as the United
States ages, diversifies, and modern-
izes, the number of older adults experi-
encing elder abuse is, unfortunately,
also projected to increase.

Elder abuse assessment measures and
interventions are critical. This inter-
vention is even more urgent for
Latinos in our country who lack access
to resources and information in their
preferred language.
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In 2017, the United States Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services es-
timated that the Latino population in
the United States age 656 and over was
over 4 million people. By 2060, the De-
partment projects the population of el-
derly Latinos in America to grow to
19.9 million, or 21 percent of the overall
American elderly population. That is a
huge number and growing.

Given these rapid growth rates and
projected increases, public online re-
sources should be made available to
Americans with limited English pro-
ficiency. Providing Spanish language
resources to the public will therefore
reach an underserved population and
will provide an important resource to
millions of residents in the TUnited
States of America, especially to my
home State of Texas.

O 1600

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCNERNEY). The time of the gentle-
woman has expired.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the gentlewoman an additional 30 sec-
onds.

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Unfortu-
nately, due to the quarantine measures
and limitations on visiting facilities
and nursing homes, it has made it easi-
er for abuse, neglect, and fraud to go
undetected.

That is why this important legisla-
tion makes permanent a National
Elder Fraud Hotline and requires the
Elder Justice Coordinator to consult
with the Office of Tribal Justice and
designees on legal aid issues.

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield such time as she may
consume to the gentlewoman from In-
diana (Mrs. SPARTZ).

Mrs. SPARTZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of H.R. 2922, the Elder
Abuse Protection Act.

As we have seen through the recent
pandemic, American seniors are among
the most vulnerable population. As a
former State senator, I dealt with
many issues our elderly Hoosiers are
facing in their lives.

The Trump administration made
great strides in achieving justice for el-
derly Americans victimized by fraud
and abuse. By standing up the Elder
Justice Initiative, the administration
charged nearly 1,000 defendants with
fraud totaling over $2.2 billion.

The Elder Abuse Protection Act
makes permanent this initiative, which
will continue its important work under
this bill to ensure criminals are held
accountable.

This legislation is a very important
step in the right direction to protect
and take care of the people who used to
care for us.

I thank my colleague, Representative
SYLVIA GARCIA, for leading this critical
effort, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this good legislation.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding. I
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thank the ranking member for his pres-
entation and the gentlewoman for her
presentation.

I am proud to support H.R. 2922, the
Elder Abuse Protection Act, which has
been supported by my colleague from
Texas, the Honorable SYLVIA GARCIA.

As Chairman NADLER said and de-
tailed, the sheer number of elder abuse
cases is astounding and shameful, and
the pandemic has only worsened the
economic and emotional circumstances
that so many seniors face.

This problem is particularly grave
for linguistic minority groups. My
hometown of Houston has a large His-
panic community, and I am particu-
larly concerned with efforts to exploit
my elder Spanish-speaking constitu-
ents.

In Texas, 20 percent of Hispanics are
65 years or older. One study of this pop-
ulation found that limited English pro-
ficiency was a barrier to accessing
medical and social services.

That is why the thoughtful legisla-
tion offered by Congresswoman GARCIA
is so very important, and its time is
now.

I am an enthusiastic supporter of
this bill because it would make perma-
nent the Elder Justice Initiative in the
Department of Justice and require it to
translate into Spanish those resources
the initiative makes available to the
public. The cost of translating those
educational materials is small com-
pared to the benefit they would bring.
It would be a modest undertaking for
the Department of Justice, given that
DOJ already has litigation translation
services in place.

Lastly, this bill makes permanent
the National Elder Fraud Hotline—
very important. Since March 2020, the
hotline has answered tens of thousands
of calls from elder Americans who have
called in need of support, offering a
service to get information on how to
prevent elder fraud for the many elder
Americans who don’t have access to
the internet.

We all know the most vulnerable.
These elders who have worked to build
this country deserve to live their sen-
ior years in peace and tranquility and
with respect and dignity. They do not
deserve to be taken advantage of by
fraudulent individuals, fraudulent
schemes, and fraudulent practices. If
we can do anything to help them, we
should do it.

This legislation strongly helps them,
and I commend Ms. GARCIA for cham-
pioning this issue. I urge my colleagues
to join me in voting in favor of this
much-needed legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to support H.R.
2922, the “Elder Abuse Protection Act.”

As Chairman NADLER detailed, the sheer
number of elder abuse cases is astounding
and shameful, and the pandemic has only
worsened the economic and emotional cir-
cumstances that so many seniors face.

This problem is particularly grave for lin-
guistic-minority groups.

My hometown of Houston has a large His-
panic community, and | am particularly con-
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cerned with efforts to exploit my elder Span-
ish-speaking constituents.

In Texas, 20 percent of Hispanics are 65
years old or older. One study of this popu-
lation found that limited English proficiency
was a barrier to accessing medical and social
services.

| am an enthusiastic supporter of this bill be-
cause it would make permanent the Elder Jus-
tice Initiative in the Department of Justice, and
require it translate into Spanish those re-
sources the initiative makes available to the
public.

The cost of translating these educational
materials is small compared to the benefit they
would bring. It would be a modest undertaking
for the Department of Justice, given that DOJ
already has litigation translation services in
place.

Lastly, this bill makes permanent the Na-
tional Elder Fraud Hotline.

Since March 2020, the hotline has an-
swered tens of thousands of calls from elder
Americans who have called in need of sup-
port, offering a service to get information on
how to prevent elder fraud for the many elder
Americans don’t have access to the internet.

| commend Ms. GARCIA for championing this
issue, and | urge my colleagues to join me in
voting in favor of this much-needed legislation.

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I urge
my colleagues to support this very
worthy bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | am
proud to support H.R. 2922, the “Elder Abuse
Protection Act.”

As Chairman NADLER detailed, the sheer
number of elder abuse cases is astounding
and shameful, and the pandemic has only
worsened the economic and emotional cir-
cumstances that so many seniors face.

This problem is particularly grave for lin-
guistic-minority groups.

My hometown of Houston has a large His-
panic community, and | am particularly con-
cerned with efforts to exploit my elder Span-
ish-speaking constituents.

In Texas, 20 percent of Hispanics are 65
years old or older. One study of this popu-
lation found that limited English proficiency
was a barrier to accessing medical and social
services.

| am an enthusiastic supporter of this bill be-
cause it would make permanent the Elder Jus-
tice Initiative in the Department of Justice and
require it translate into Spanish those re-
sources the initiative makes available to the
public.

The cost of translating these educational
materials is small compared to the benefit they
would bring. It would be a modest undertaking
for the Department of Justice, given that DOJ
already has litigation translation services in
place.

Lastly, this bill makes permanent the Na-
tional Elder Fraud Hotline.

Since March 2020, the hotline has an-
swered tens of thousands of calls from elder
Americans who have called in need of sup-
port, offering a service to get information on
how to prevent elder fraud for the many elder
Americans who don’t have access to the inter-
net.
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| commend Ms. GARCIA for championing this
issue, and | urge my colleagues to join me in
voting in favor of this much-needed legislation.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, reports esti-
mate that as many as 1 in 10 elders are
abused every year, but less than half of these
incidents are actually reported, and the COVID
pandemic has left seniors isolated and more
vulnerable to fraud and abuse.

All over, we are seeing scammers deceive
a grandparent that their grandchild is in trou-
ble and needs money.

We see imposters pose as IRS agents to
trick an elder into paying money they do not
owe.

We see fraudsters offer tech support assist-
ance and collect money for fraudulent serv-
ices.

We must hold these criminals accountable
for taking advantage of and abusing our sen-
iors.

Protecting and caring for our loved ones—
who once supported and cared for us—is one
of our most honorable responsibilities.

The Elder Abuse and Protection Act pro-
motes justice for vulnerable seniors by making
the Elder Justice Initiative a permanent office
within the Department of Justice, which works
to combat elder abuse, neglect, and financial
fraud and scams that target our nation’s sen-
iors.

| thank Congresswoman GARCIA for intro-
ducing this important legislation to protect our
seniors, and | am proud to be a cosponsor
and support it today.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
NADLER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2922, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

———
JUSTICE FOR JUVENILES ACT

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 961) to exempt juveniles from the
requirements for suits by prisoners,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 961

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Justice for
Juveniles Act’.

SEC. 2. EXEMPTION OF JUVENILES FROM THE
REQUIREMENTS FOR SUITS BY PRIS-
ONERS.

Section 7 of the Civil Rights of Institu-
tionalized Persons Act (42 U.S.C. 1997e) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (h), by striking ‘‘sen-
tenced for, or adjudicated delinquent for,”
and inserting ‘‘or sentenced for’’; and
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