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across our country continue to feel the 
effects of the pandemic and govern-
ment lockdowns. 

It will also hurt American competi-
tiveness abroad and force even more 
businesses and jobs overseas. Increas-
ing taxes on Americans while prices 
are rising faster than they have in 
more than a decade isn’t just irrespon-
sible; it is dangerous. 

The Democrat tax plan will hurt 
workers and small businesses, diminish 
our position as a global business lead-
er, and set our economy back for dec-
ades to come. 

f 

VACCINATING TO STOP RISE OF 
DELTA VARIANT 

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to discuss the issue of vac-
cinations, vaccine hesitancy, and the 
rising rates of the COVID–19 delta vari-
ant. 

For the last few months, I have trav-
eled across my district administering 
vaccines to Iowans. It has been a pleas-
ure to see my constituents and the en-
tire country have a renewed sense of 
freedom and begin to return to normal. 

But fully engaged living is threat-
ened by the delta variant, which is 
causing increased hospitalizations and 
death, especially among those 
unvaccinated. Those vaccinated have a 
much milder course of disease. 

It is miraculous to have three safe 
and effective vaccines for COVID–19 so 
rapidly. However, this speed of develop-
ment may give some Americans pause. 
Therefore, it is critical to emphasize 
that no safety shortcuts were taken 
and reassure our constituents that 
they are safe and effective. 

Decades of research informed the de-
velopment of these breakthrough vac-
cines, and millions have been vac-
cinated with tremendously low risk. 
Given the rise in the delta variant, I 
would once again encourage everyone 
to get a vaccine as soon as possible so 
that we continue our path to normalcy 
and not go back to lockdowns and 
mask mandates. 

This vaccine is how we get back to 
normal and get our lives back. If you 
have questions or concerns, please talk 
to your doctor. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to 
take this time to wish the youngest of 
10 in our family, Mari-Eleanor Martino, 
a happy birthday. 

f 

CONGRATULATING KATIE 
NAGEOTTE 

(Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio. Mr. Speak-
er, after postponing 1 year due to the 
COVID–19 pandemic, I am excited that, 
on Friday, the Olympic Games in 
Tokyo will officially begin. 

What better way to mark this occa-
sion than by recognizing the incredible 
accomplishment of Katie Nageotte, 
who will be one of the many Olympians 
competing in this year’s summer 
games. 

A native of Olmsted Falls, Katie is a 
graduate of Olmsted Falls High School 
and Ashland University who will be 
representing our community and coun-
try in this summer’s games, competing 
in the women’s pole vault event. 

Her victory at the U.S. trials in the 
women’s pole vault event caps a 5-year 
campaign to reach the Olympic Games, 
and she joins an elite list of northeast 
Ohioans to qualify for the games. 

I am incredibly proud of Katie for 
earning this opportunity to represent 
not only our community but the 
United States. 

Congratulations to Katie and her 
family. We look forward to watching 
her make northeast Ohio proud. 

f 

HONORING MOHAMMAD HOSSEIN 
MEHRMAND 

(Mr. OBERNOLTE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. OBERNOLTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor my constituent, Mr. Moham-
mad Hossein Mehrmand. 

Mr. Mehrmand was a lieutenant gen-
eral in the Imperial Iranian Air Force. 

Prior to the revolution in 1979, Iran 
and the United States were close allies. 
U.S. fighter jets were based in Iran, 
and a number of U.S. military per-
sonnel were as well. When the revolu-
tion occurred, the U.S. Embassy rec-
ommended that all Americans imme-
diately evacuate. Mr. Mehrmand was 
instrumental in negotiating the evacu-
ation of American citizens from Iran, 
and ultimately, nearly 5,000 Americans 
were successfully evacuated from the 
country. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Mehrmand paid a 
very high price for that loyalty. He was 
accused as a traitor. He lost his prop-
erty. Ultimately, he was forced to flee 
to the United States. 

Today, Mr. Mehrmand is 92. He lives 
in my district in California, and he is 
proud to be a United States citizen. 

I join my colleagues in thanking Mr. 
Mehrmand for his service to the people 
of the United States and his loyalty to 
the people with whom he served. 

f 

REMOVING QUALIFIED IMMUNITY 
IS MISGUIDED 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I was in 
my mom’s home county of Madison 
County last week to announce the de-
tails of my new bill, the Local Law En-
forcement Protection Act, H.R. 4500. 

I made this announcement standing 
alongside the respected men and 
women of our local law enforcement 

departments across the region, includ-
ing our great Madison County sheriff, 
Todd Hood. 

My bill protects those who protect 
our communities every day by prohib-
iting States and localities that roll 
back or eliminate qualified immunity 
from receiving certain Federal grants. 

Law enforcement officers risk their 
lives to defend our homes, families, and 
our neighborhoods. They face real dan-
ger. In 2020, 264 police officers were 
killed tragically in the line of duty. As 
of July 2021, that number already 
stands at 148. 

As the defund the police movement 
goes mainstream in liberal cities and 
State capitals, and failed progressive 
policies like bail reform make our 
streets less safe, it is more important 
now than ever to stand with our law 
enforcement officers. 

Police should always be accountable 
to the communities they serve, but 
they should never be subjected to un-
fair attacks or harassment simply for 
doing their job. Efforts to remove 
qualified immunity are misguided and 
ultimately hurt honorable officers who 
serve with integrity. 

That is why I introduced this legisla-
tion, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this commonsense bill. 

f 

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 18, NO 
TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR ABOR-
TION ACT 
(Mrs. RODGERS of Washington asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in support of the Hyde 
amendment and urge us to be warriors 
for human dignity and human value. 

We must cherish every person’s 
unalienable human right to life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

With technology today, we can look 
into the womb and watch the develop-
ment of a baby day by day. Doctors are 
able to administer lifesaving care to 
babies before they are born. It is a mir-
acle to witness, and it is proof that life 
begins at conception. 

Our laws should reflect this science 
and the truth. For decades, my col-
leagues across the aisle, including 
President Joe Biden, agreed. I urge 
them to join us to protect life. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Committees on Energy 
and Commerce, Ways and Means, and 
the Judiciary be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 18, and ask 
for its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the 
Chair previously advised, the request 
cannot be entertained absent appro-
priate clearance. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:26 Jul 22, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K21JY7.019 H21JYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3770 July 21, 2021 
OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, July 21, 2021. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
July 21, 2021, at 9:13 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 1652. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

GLORIA J. LETT, 
Deputy Clerk. 

f 

PFAS ACTION ACT OF 2021 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 535, I call up 
the bill (H.R. 2467) to require the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency to designate per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances as haz-
ardous substances under the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 
1980, and ask for its immediate consid-
eration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 535, an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute con-
sisting of the text of Rules Committee 
Print 117–10, modified by the amend-
ment printed in part A of House Report 
117–95, is adopted and the bill, as 
amended, is considered read. 

The text of the bill, as amended, is as 
follows: 

H.R. 2467 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘PFAS Action Act of 2021’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Designation as hazardous substances. 
Sec. 3. Testing of perfluoroalkyl and 

polyfluoroalkyl substances. 
Sec. 4. Manufacturing and processing notices 

for perfluoroalkyl and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances. 

Sec. 5. National primary drinking water regula-
tions for PFAS. 

Sec. 6. Enforcement. 
Sec. 7. Establishment of PFAS infrastructure 

grant program. 
Sec. 8. Listing of perfluoroalkyl and 

polyfluoroalkyl substances as 
hazardous air pollutants. 

Sec. 9. Prohibition on unsafe waste inciner-
ation of PFAS. 

Sec. 10. Label for PFAS-free products. 
Sec. 11. Guidance on minimizing the use of fire-

fighting foam and other related 
equipment containing any PFAS. 

Sec. 12. Investigation of prevention of contami-
nation by GenX. 

Sec. 13. Disclosure of introductions of PFAS. 
Sec. 14. Household well water testing website. 
Sec. 15. Risk-communication strategy. 
Sec. 16. Assistance to Territories for addressing 

emerging contaminants, with a 
focus on perfluoroalkyl and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances. 

Sec. 17. Clean Water Act effluent limitations 
guidelines and standards and 
water quality criteria for PFAS. 

SEC. 2. DESIGNATION AS HAZARDOUS SUB-
STANCES. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection Agency 
shall designate perfluorooctanoic acid and its 
salts, and perfluoroactanesulfonic acid and its 
salts, as hazardous substances under section 
102(a) of the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 
(42 U.S.C. 9602(a)). 

(b) DEADLINE FOR ADDITIONAL DETERMINA-
TIONS.—Not later than 5 years after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency shall deter-
mine whether to designate all perfluoroalkyl 
and polyfluoroalkyl substances, other than 
those perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances designated pursuant to subsection (a), 
as hazardous substances under section 102(a) of 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 
U.S.C. 9602(a)) individually or in groups. 

(c) AIRPORT SPONSORS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—No sponsor, including a 

sponsor of the civilian portion of a joint-use air-
port or a shared-use airport (as such terms are 
defined in section 139.5 of title 14, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (or a successor regulation)), 
shall be liable under the Comprehensive Envi-
ronmental Response, Compensation, and Liabil-
ity Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.) for the 
costs of responding to, or damages resulting 
from, a release to the environment of a 
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl substance des-
ignated as a hazardous substance under section 
102(a) of such Act that resulted from the use of 
aqueous film forming foam agent, if such use 
was— 

(A) required by the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration for compliance with part 139 of title 14, 
Code of Federal Regulations; and 

(B) carried out in accordance with Federal 
Aviation Administration standards and guid-
ance on the use of such substance. 

(2) SPONSOR DEFINED.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘‘sponsor’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 47102 of title 49, United States 
Code. 

(d) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—Not later than 60 
days after making a determination under sub-
section (b), the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency shall make the results 
of such determination publicly available on the 
website of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy. 

(e) REVIEW.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 5 years after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report containing a review 
of actions by the Environmental Protection 
Agency to clean up contamination of the sub-
stances designated pursuant to subsection (a). 

(2) MATTERS INCLUDED.— The report under 
paragraph (1) shall include an assessment of 
cleanup progress and effectiveness, including 
the following: 

(A) The number of sites where the Environ-
mental Protection Agency has acted to reme-
diate contamination of the substances des-
ignated pursuant to subsection (a). 

(B) Which types of chemicals relating to such 
substances were present at each site and the ex-
tent to which each site was contaminated. 

(C) An analysis of discrepancies in cleanup 
between Federal and non-Federal contamina-
tion sites. 

(D) Any other elements the Administrator may 
determine necessary. 

(3) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES 
DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘appro-
priate congressional committees’’ means the fol-
lowing: 

(A) The Committee on Energy and Commerce 
of the House of Representatives. 

(B) The Committee on the Environment and 
Public Works of the Senate. 

SEC. 3. TESTING OF PERFLUOROALKYL AND 
POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES. 

(a) TESTING REQUIREMENTS.—Section 4(a) of 
the Toxic Substances Control Act (15 U.S.C. 
2603(a)) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(5) PERFLUOROALKYL AND POLYFLUOROALKYL 
SUBSTANCES RULE.— 

‘‘(A) RULE.—Notwithstanding paragraphs (1) 
through (3), the Administrator shall, by rule, re-
quire that comprehensive toxicity testing be con-
ducted on all chemical substances that are 
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl substances. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENTS.—In issuing a rule under 
subparagraph (A), the Administrator— 

‘‘(i) may establish categories of perfluoroalkyl 
and polyfluoroalkyl substances based on hazard 
characteristics or chemical properties; 

‘‘(ii) shall require the development of informa-
tion relating to perfluoroalkyl and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances that the Adminis-
trator determines is likely to be useful in evalu-
ating the hazard and risk posed by such sub-
stances in land, air, and water (including drink-
ing water), as well as in products; and 

‘‘(iii) may allow for varied or tiered testing re-
quirements based on hazard characteristics or 
chemical properties of perfluoroalkyl and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances or categories of 
perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances. 

‘‘(C) DEADLINES.—The Administrator shall 
issue— 

‘‘(i) a proposed rule under subparagraph (A) 
not later than 6 months after the date of enact-
ment of this paragraph; and 

‘‘(ii) a final rule under subparagraph (A) not 
later than 2 years after the date of enactment of 
this paragraph.’’. 

(b) PERSONS SUBJECT TO RULE.—Section 
4(b)(3) of the Toxic Substances Control Act (15 
U.S.C. 2603(b)(3)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘sub-
paragraph (B) or (C)’’ and inserting ‘‘subpara-
graph (B), (C), or (D)’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(D) A rule under subsection (a)(5) shall re-

quire the development of information by any 
person who manufactures or processes, or in-
tends to manufacture or process, a chemical 
substance that is a perfluoroalkyl or 
polyfluoroalkyl substance.’’. 

(c) PERFLUOROALKYL AND POLYFLUOROALKYL 
SUBSTANCES.—Section 4 of the Toxic Substances 
Control Act (15 U.S.C. 2603) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘(i) PERFLUOROALKYL AND POLYFLUOROALKYL 
SUBSTANCES.— 

‘‘(1) TESTING REQUIREMENT RULE.— 
‘‘(A) PROTOCOLS AND METHODOLOGIES.—In de-

termining the protocols and methodologies to be 
included pursuant to subsection (b)(1) in a rule 
under subsection (a)(5), the Administrator shall 
allow for protocols and methodologies that test 
chemical substances that are perfluoroalkyl and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances as a class. 

‘‘(B) PERIOD.—In determining the period to be 
included pursuant to subsection (b)(1) in a rule 
under subsection (a)(5), the Administrator shall 
ensure that the period is as short as possible 
while allowing for completion of the required 
testing. 

‘‘(2) EXEMPTIONS.—In carrying out subsection 
(c) with respect to a chemical substance that is 
a perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl substance, 
the Administrator— 

‘‘(A) may only determine under subsection 
(c)(2) that information would be duplicative if 
the chemical substance with respect to which 
the application for exemption is submitted is in 
the same category, as established under sub-
section (a)(5)(B)(i), as a chemical substance for 
which information has been submitted to the 
Administrator in accordance with a rule, order, 
or consent agreement under subsection (a) or for 
which information is being developed pursuant 
to such a rule, order, or consent agreement; and 

‘‘(B) shall publish a list of all such chemical 
substances for which an exemption under sub-
section (c) is granted.’’. 
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