
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3862 July 26, 2021 
support creating this memorial, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, my col-
league said it well. I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. 
DINGELL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1664, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

GOLD STAR MOTHERS FAMILY 
MONUMENT EXTENSION ACT 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2365) to extend the authority for 
the establishment of a commemorative 
work in honor of Gold Star Families, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2365 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Gold Star 
Mothers Family Monument Extension Act’’. 
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR ESTAB-

LISHMENT OF COMMEMORATIVE 
WORK. 

Notwithstanding section 8903(e) of title 40, 
United Sates Code, the authority provided by 
section 2859 of the Military Construction Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013 (division 
B of Public Law 112–239; 126 Stat. 2164; 40 
U.S.C. 8903 note) shall continue to apply 
through January 2, 2027. 
SEC. 3. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-

FECTS. 
The budgetary effects of this Act, for the 

purpose of complying with the Statutory 
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement 
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion’’ for this Act, submitted for printing in 
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of 
the House Budget Committee, provided that 
such statement has been submitted prior to 
the vote on passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Mrs. DINGELL) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2365, introduced by 

the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
KIM), would extend the authorization 
for the establishment of a commemora-
tive work to Gold Star Mother Fami-
lies until January 2, 2027. 

The Gold Star Mothers Family Na-
tional Monument would honor the 
mothers and families of those who have 
paid the ultimate sacrifice in service of 
our Nation. 

The Gold Star is a widely recognized 
tradition that dates back to World War 
I when families would display service 
flags bearing a blue star for each fam-
ily member serving abroad and a gold 
star for each family member who had 
been lost in combat. 

Although this commemorative work 
was originally authorized in the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for 
fiscal year 2013, the authorization ex-
pired in January 2020. In November 
2015, the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts 
approved a location for the memorial 
on the National Park Service property 
west of the Arlington National Ceme-
tery visitor center. 
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Following that approval, the Na-

tional Capital Memorial Advisory Com-
mission has engaged in consultation 
with the Gold Star Mothers National 
Monument Foundation regarding the 
memorial’s design. 

This bill would build on these efforts 
by extending the authorization needed 
to establish the monument. While we 
can never truly repay the debt that 
America owes to our Gold Star Moth-
ers and their families, H.R. 2365 would 
bring us closer toward fully honoring 
the sacrifices that they have made. 

I would like to thank Representative 
KIM for introducing this important leg-
islation, and I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2365, offered by 
Congressman KIM, would extend the 
authorization of the Gold Stars Moth-
ers National Monument Foundation to 
construct the Gold Star National 
Mothers Monument. Legislation signed 
into law during the 112th Congress au-
thorized the Gold Star Mothers Na-
tional Monument Foundation to erect 
a monument on Federal lands in Wash-
ington, D.C., that would honor mothers 
whose children gave the last full meas-
ure of devotion defending the United 
States as members of the Armed 
Forces. 

This bill would allow more time for 
the Foundation to ensure the monu-
ment’s construction and completion by 
extending the authorization until Jan-
uary 2, 2027. 

We can never fully understand the 
lifelong grief that these Gold Star 
Mothers must face, and I hope that this 
new memorial serves as a collective 
place for them to heal and remember 
their brave children who valiantly 
fought to defend our country. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this measure, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion and the Gold Star families, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. 
DINGELL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2365, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

AMACHE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE 
ACT 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2497) to establish the Amache Na-
tional Historic Site in the State of Col-
orado as a unit of the National Park 
System, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2497 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Amache Na-
tional Historic Site Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) MAP.—The term ‘‘Map’’ means the map 

entitled ‘‘Amache National Historical Site Pro-
posed Boundary’’, numbered 100/175348 and 
dated July 2021. 

(2) NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE.—The term ‘‘Na-
tional Historic Site’’ means the Amache Na-
tional Historic Site established by section 3(a). 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means 
the Secretary of the Interior. 
SEC. 3. AMACHE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Subject to subsection 
(c), there is established the Amache National 
Historic Site in the State of Colorado as a unit 
of the National Park System. 

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the National 
Historic Site is to preserve, protect, and inter-
pret for the benefit of present and future gen-
erations resources associated with— 

(1) the incarceration of civilians of Japanese 
ancestry during World War II at Amache, also 
known as the Granada Relocation Center, and 
the military service of center incarcerees; 

(2) public reaction in the State of Colorado to 
the incarceration of Japanese Americans, in-
cluding the position of Governor Ralph Carr 
and the local community; and 

(3) the transition of the incarcerees and their 
descendants following the closure of the center 
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and resettlement in the State of Colorado and 
other States. 

(c) DETERMINATION BY THE SECRETARY.—The 
National Historic Site shall not be established 
until the date on which the Secretary deter-
mines that a sufficient quantity of land or inter-
ests in land has been acquired to constitute a 
manageable park unit. 

(d) NOTICE.—Not later than 30 days after the 
Secretary makes a determination under sub-
section (c), the Secretary shall publish in the 
Federal Register notice of the establishment of 
the National Historic Site. 

(e) BOUNDARY; MAP.— 
(1) BOUNDARY.—The boundary of the Na-

tional Historic Site shall be as generally de-
picted on the Map. 

(2) AVAILABILITY OF MAP.—The Map shall be 
on file and available for public inspection in the 
appropriate offices of the National Park Service. 

(f) LAND ACQUISITION AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary may acquire any land or interests in land 
located within the boundary of the Camp 
Amache National Historic Landmark, as gen-
erally depicted on the Map, by— 

(1) donation; 
(2) purchase from a willing seller with do-

nated or appropriated Funds; or 
(3) exchange. 
(g) ADDITION TO BOUNDARY.—Any lands or 

interests in land acquired under paragraph (1) 
shall be included within the boundary of the 
National Historic Site. 

(h) ADMINISTRATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall admin-

ister the National Historic Site in accordance 
with— 

(A) this Act; and 
(B) the laws generally applicable to units of 

the National Park System. 
(2) MANAGEMENT PLAN.— 
(A) DEADLINE FOR COMPLETION.—Not later 

than 3 years after the date on which funds are 
first made available to the Secretary for this 
purpose, the Secretary shall prepare a general 
management plan for the National Historic Site 
in accordance with section 100502 of title 54, 
United States Code. 

(B) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—On completion 
of the general management plan under subpara-
graph (A), the Secretary shall submit to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of 
the Senate and the Committee on Natural Re-
sources of the House of Representatives the gen-
eral management plan prepared under that sub-
paragraph. 

(i) ADMINISTRATIVE FACILITIES.—For the pur-
poses of ensuring the preservation, protection, 
and proper management of the site and associ-
ated resources, the Secretary may establish fa-
cilities for administration, visitor services, and 
curation of personal property, outside the 
boundary of, and in the vicinity of, the Na-
tional Historic Site. 

(j) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The Secretary 
may enter into agreements with— 

(1) the public or private entities for the pur-
pose of establishing and operating facilities out-
side of the boundary of the National Historic 
Site for administration, visitor services and 
curation of personal property; and 

(2) other public or private entities for the pur-
poses of carrying out this Act. 

(k) EFFECT ON WATER RIGHTS.—Except as pro-
vided for in subsection (l), nothing in this Act 
shall affect— 

(1) the use, allocation, ownership, or control, 
in existence on the date of the enactment of any 
water, water right, or any other valid existing 
right; 

(2) any vested absolute or decreed conditional 
water right in existence on the date of the en-
actment; 

(3) any interstate water compact in existence 
on the date of the enactment; or 

(4) State jurisdiction over any water law. 
(l) OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF WATER 

INFRASTRUCTURE AND APPURTENANCES.— 

(1) The town of Granada, Colorado, shall 
maintain responsibility for the operation and 
maintenance of all water infrastructure, systems 
and appurtenances located within the boundary 
of the National Historic Site in existence on the 
date of enactment of this Act, including but not 
limited to wells, pumps, tanks, water lines, 
valves, and water treatment facilities. 

(2) The Secretary shall provide the town of 
Granada, Colorado, with access to those areas 
of the National Historic Site determined as nec-
essary for the operation and maintenance of 
water infrastructure and appurtenances. 

(3) The Secretary may permit the city of Gra-
nada, Colorado, to construct or install new 
water infrastructure, systems and appur-
tenances consistent with applicable laws, lim-
ited only to those areas determined in subsection 
(i)(2), and in a manner that ensures the preser-
vation, protection, and proper management of 
the National Historic Site. 

(4) At such time that all water infrastructure, 
systems and appurtenances located within the 
boundary of the National Historic Site are no 
longer utilized by the city of Granada, Colo-
rado, associated improvements and associated 
water rights may be acquired through donation 
to and made part of the National Historic Site in 
a condition satisfactory to the Secretary. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Mrs. DINGELL) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 2497, the Amache National His-
toric Site Act, introduced by the chair 
of the Subcommittee on National 
Parks, Forests, and Public Lands, my 
colleague from Colorado, Representa-
tive JOE NEGUSE. 

H.R. 2497 would establish the Amache 
imprisonment site in southeast Colo-
rado as a national historic site to en-
sure permanent protections and pro-
vide for the interpretation of the 
Amache site of Japanese-American in-
carceration. 

Following the United States’ entry 
into World War II, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt issued an executive order 
forcibly removing more than 120,000 
people, primarily of Japanese descent, 
to 10 remote military-style prisons 
across the Nation. 

The Granada Relocation Center, com-
monly known as Amache, was one of 
those 10 centers and was the only one 
located in the State of Colorado. Al-
though Amache was the smallest of the 
relocation centers, it became the tenth 
largest city in Colorado with more 
than 10,000 people passing through the 
camp between 1942 and 1945, nearly 
two-thirds of whom were American 
citizens. 

Most had never been to Japan and 
most were given a week or less to leave 
their homes and dispose of everything 
they owned, everything they had 
worked hard to build up for them-
selves. This unjustifiable, horrific, and 
unconstitutional incarceration of Japa-
nese Americans is, without doubt, one 
of the darkest chapters in our coun-
try’s history. 

And while these incarceration sites 
no longer hold prisoners, many of the 
wrongfully imprisoned are still with us 
today, even as anti-Asian rhetoric con-
tinues to permeate our country. As we 
continue to reckon with our Nation’s 
painful legacy of systemic racism, it is 
critical that we honor and share the 
stories of those who came before us. It 
is vital that we remember and learn 
from their fights against injustice and 
for equity. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on H.R. 2497, and join me in working to 
ensure that we remember this dark 
time in our Nation’s history so we may 
honor those who lived it, share their 
stories, and continue to heal as a coun-
try. I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2497, offered by my 
friend, Representative NEGUSE from 
Colorado, would establish the Amache 
National Historic Site in Colorado as a 
unit of the National Park System. 

In 1942, President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt issued an executive order, 
later enforced by law, to forcibly re-
move tens of thousands of Japanese 
Americans, including nearly 70,000 
American citizens, from the West Coast 
to internment centers further inland 
during World War II. The smallest in-
ternment camp was located a mile 
from Granada, Colorado, and was offi-
cially known as Amache. Over 7,000 
residents of Japanese ancestry, most of 
them American citizens, were impris-
oned at Amache from 1942 to 1945. The 
Amache site was added to the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1994 and 
designated a National Historic Land-
mark in 2005. 

Amache is currently owned by the 
town of Granada, Colorado, and main-
tained by a group of student volunteers 
who, led by their high school social 
studies teacher, are known as the 
Amache Preservation Society. 

During a hearing on the bill in the 
Natural Resources Committee earlier 
this year, we heard testimony from an 
Amache survivor, Mr. Bob Fuchigami. 
Mr. Fuchigami was just 11 when his 
family was forcibly relocated to 
Amache and during his powerful testi-
mony, he said the following about the 
bill: ‘‘Designating Amache a national 
park site would shine a light on our 
forgotten history and help tell a more 
complete story of America. Amache is 
our collective story. It is an American 
story.’’ 

Adding the Amache site to the Na-
tional Park System will help educate 
Americans about this dark chapter in 
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our Nation’s history and help us not to 
repeat the mistakes of our past. Sites 
like Amache help to remind us of the 
challenges our Nation has faced and 
the mistakes we have made as we have 
endeavored to form a more perfect 
Union. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill so that in Mr. 
Fuchigami’s own words we can ‘‘help 
shine a light on this forgotten his-
tory.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. 
DINGELL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2497, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

ALEXANDER LOFGREN VETERANS 
IN PARKS (VIP) ACT 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4300) to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to make free National 
Parks and Federal Recreational Lands 
Passes available to members of the 
Armed Forces, and for other purposes, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4300 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Alexander 
Lofgren Veterans in Parks (VIP) Act’’. 
SEC. 2. RECREATION PASSES. 

Section 805 of the Federal Lands Recre-
ation Enhancement Act (Public Law 108–447; 
118 Stat. 3385; 16 U.S.C. 6804) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(4), by striking ‘‘age 
and disability discounted’’ and inserting 
‘‘age discount and lifetime’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘DIS-

COUNTED’’ and inserting ‘‘FREE AND DIS-
COUNTED’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘DISABILITY 

DISCOUNT’’ and inserting ‘‘LIFETIME PASSES’’; 
and 

(ii) by striking subparagraph (B) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(B) Any veteran who provides adequate 
proof of military service as determined by 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(C) Any member of a Gold Star Family 
who meets the eligibility requirements of 
section 3.2 of Department of Defense Instruc-

tion 1348.36 (or a successor instruction).’’; 
and 

(C) in paragraph (3)— 
(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘GOLD STAR 

FAMILIES PARKS PASS’’ and inserting ‘‘AN-
NUAL PASSES’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘members of’’ and all that 
follows through the end of the sentence and 
inserting ‘‘members of the Armed Forces and 
their dependents who provide adequate proof 
of eligibility for such pass as determined by 
the Secretary.’’. 
SEC. 3. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-

FECTS. 
The budgetary effects of this Act, for the 

purpose of complying with the Statutory 
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement 
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion’’ for this Act, submitted for printing in 
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of 
the House Budget Committee, provided that 
such statement has been submitted prior to 
the vote on passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Mrs. DINGELL) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

4300, the Alexander Lofgren Veterans 
in Parks (VIP) Act introduced by my 
colleague Representative MILLER- 
MEEKS from Iowa. 

This bill would provide free annual 
America the Beautiful Passes to cur-
rent military servicemembers and free 
lifetime America the Beautiful Passes 
to veterans and members of Gold Star 
families, ensuring that those who have 
sacrificed so much in the service of our 
Nation are able to access our national 
parks and public lands at no cost. 

Anyone who has visited America’s 
public lands understands the signifi-
cant mental and physical health bene-
fits of getting outside and connecting 
with nature. It is time that we ensure 
our military servicemembers, veterans, 
and Gold Star families are able to ac-
cess these beloved places at no cost. 

Although the annual America the 
Beautiful Pass became free for vet-
erans and Gold Star families in 2020, 
the change for veterans has never been 
codified in law. 

While we will never be able to repay 
the debt owed to them for their service 
and their sacrifice, H.R. 4300 will en-
sure that this benefit is protected in 
perpetuity and that all of our Amer-
ican heroes are able to recreate and 
find comfort and solace on the lands 
that they fought so hard to protect. 

I would like to thank Representative 
MILLER-MEEKS for her service and for 
her work on this important legislation, 
including working with Committee on 
Natural Resources chair, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, to rename the bill in honor of 
Alexander Lofgren. 

Alexander Lofgren served for 4 years 
in the U.S. Army as a combat engineer, 
including a deployment to Afghani-
stan. Afterwards, he served in Chair 
GRIJALVA’s office as part of the Wound-
ed Warrior Fellowship Program, han-
dling issues and constituent casework 
concerning veterans’ health and bene-
fits. 

As a congressional staffer and vet-
eran, Mr. Lofgren was a great pro-
ponent for his community, veterans, 
and our Nation’s public lands, often en-
couraging returning veterans to recon-
nect with nature to heal. 

Tragically, his life was lost during a 
recent outing in Death Valley National 
Park. Our hearts go out to his family. 
Renaming this legislation after Mr. 
Lofgren is a fitting tribute to his leg-
acy and service to our Nation. I urge 
my colleagues to support this bill, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to speak 
today in support of H.R. 4300, the Alex-
ander Lofgren Veterans in Parks Act, 
also known as the VIP Act, which is 
sponsored by Congresswoman 
MARIANNETTE MILLER-MEEKS from 
Iowa. 

This bipartisan bill, which currently 
has 150 cosponsors, would provide free 
annual passes to our national parks 
and public lands for current military 
servicemembers and free lifetime 
passes for veterans and members of 
Gold Star families. 

We can never fully repay the debt 
owed to our military servicemembers, 
veterans, and Gold Star families. How-
ever, as a small acknowledgment of 
their sacrifice, this bill will ensure 
that they can always access over 2,000 
Federal recreation areas across the 
country that they fought so hard to de-
fend free of charge. 

b 1530 

By codifying these passes under the 
Federal Lands Recreation Enhance-
ment Act, it guarantees this benefit 
can never be taken away from these 
brave men and women. 

This bill is important not only be-
cause it honors the sacrifice of the men 
and women of our military and Gold 
Star families but because our public 
lands hold a special value for veterans, 
particularly those wounded in combat. 

Captain John Paluska, a constituent 
of Representative MILLER-MEEKS and a 
Purple Heart recipient, summed up the 
purpose and meaning of this bill per-
fectly when he testified before our 
committee earlier this month: ‘‘I men-
tioned the word ‘freedom’ earlier. Is it 
a concept? Is it a place? Is it the result 
of an action? What does it mean for 
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