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Providing greater access to our pub-

lic lands, as this bill does, will only en-
hance economic opportunity for gate-
way communities that surround our 
public lands and provide even greater 
benefits for our Active-Duty service-
men, veterans, and Gold Star families. 

This legislation enjoys the support of 
a wide cross-section of organizations 
representing all strains of political 
opinion and areas of interest, such as 
the National Association of Counties, 
Congressional Sportsmen’s Founda-
tion, and National Wildlife Federation. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to be an 
original cosponsor of this legislation, 
and I once again congratulate and 
thank my colleague, Congresswoman 
MILLER-MEEKS, for her hard work. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote in favor of this bill. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS), the 
author of the legislation. 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank my colleagues on the Natural 
Resources Committee, and I thank 
Representative WESTERMAN for yield-
ing me time to speak. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of my bill, H.R. 4300, the Alex-
ander Lofgren Veterans in Parks Act. I 
was so proud to introduce this over-
whelmingly bipartisan legislation with 
a fellow veteran, Congressman 
GALLEGO. 

Our commonsense legislation would 
give our servicemembers, veterans, and 
Gold Star families free passes to all of 
our beautiful national parks and Fed-
eral lands for life. This is a reasonable 
piece of legislation that will support 
those who sacrifice so much for our lib-
erties. 

Our Nation is blessed to have some of 
the most beautiful national parks and 
public lands. Each year, millions of 
Americans access the more than 2,000 
Federal recreation areas, including na-
tional parks, national forests, and 
wildlife refuges. This includes some of 
the Nation’s most iconic national 
treasures, from Acadia National Park 
in Maine and the Dry Tortugas in Flor-
ida to the Redwood National and State 
Parks forest in California and the 
Gates of the Arctic in Alaska. 

In 2020, the America the Beautiful 
annual pass became free for veterans 
and Gold Star families. However, this 
change for veterans has never been put 
into law and could be undone in future 
years. 

My bill protects these veteran passes 
by codifying them into law and making 
them lifetime passes instead of annual 
passes that would have to be re-sent 
every year. Making these passes life-
time instead of annual also makes the 
job of the Park Service easier and en-
sures our veterans have full access to 
the benefits they so richly deserve. 

Finally, my legislation also creates 
annual passes for current servicemem-
bers, which can be converted into life-
time passes once they retire. 

From sea to shining sea, we are a Na-
tion of incredible beauty and biodiver-
sity. Congress recognizes the mental 
and physical health benefits of outdoor 
recreation for current servicemembers 
and veterans. In fact, I think at our 
hearing, there was not a dry eye when 
Captain John Paluska spoke on behalf 
of this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, as a 24-year Army vet-
eran, I understand the sacrifices made 
by our military and their loved ones 
and believe that we must do whatever 
we can to honor these VIPs. My bill 
provides these Americans with free ac-
cess to the land they have sacrificed to 
defend. 

Our national parks are there for all 
of us. Getting outside into nature and 
enjoying our beautiful country pro-
vides an outlet and escape with mental 
and physical benefits. No one is more 
worthy of experiencing open access to 
these incredible places than the men 
and women who have fought to keep us 
free and the families who have made 
the ultimate sacrifice. 

Unfortunately, it is all too easy to 
pay lip service to the military’s sac-
rifice but then not follow through with 
action to recognize their service. We 
can never fully repay our veterans for 
their service and their sacrifice, but we 
want to show our gratitude by giving 
them lifetime access to America’s most 
beautiful landscapes. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
join in supporting my commonsense 
bill, H.R. 4300, the Alexander Lofgren 
Veterans in Parks Act. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON). 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I thank the ranking mem-
ber for yielding, and I thank the gen-
tlewoman for her sponsorship of this. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 4300, the Veterans in Parks Act. 

Across the country, our national 
parks provide endless opportunities for 
Americans to learn about our Nation’s 
history and culture. Additionally, na-
tional parks generate significant rec-
reational opportunities, which encour-
age visitors to spend time in the out-
doors and enjoy nature. 

From Gettysburg to Independence 
Park, and the Allegheny Portage Rail-
road to Valley Forge, Pennsylvania is 
home to 19 national parks and 7 herit-
age areas providing these benefits to 
Pennsylvanians throughout the Com-
monwealth and visitors alike. As the 
representative of Pennsylvania’s 15th 
Congressional District, it continues to 
be an honor to serve our veterans, Ac-
tive-Duty servicemen and -women, and 
proud military families. 

This legislation would simply give 
veterans and Gold Star families free 
access for life to public lands and also 
provide free annual passes to Active- 
Duty servicemembers. Studies show 
outdoor recreation is an effective way 
to decrease symptoms of PTSD and 

help veterans reintegrate with civilian 
life. This legislation is a step in the 
right direction when it comes to assist-
ing our veterans and Active-Duty serv-
icemembers’ health. 

H.R. 4300 is one way that we can say 
thank you to our brave men and 
women in uniform who have selflessly 
served and have already given so much 
to protect our Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, as the father of a com-
bat-wounded soldier and as the ranking 
member of the Committee on Agri-
culture, which also received referral on 
this legislation, I support this legisla-
tion. I urge my colleagues to vote in its 
favor. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
again urge adoption of this bill, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I com-
mend my colleague from Iowa for her 
leadership on this bill, and I urge my 
colleagues to support the legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. 
DINGELL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4300, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

AMENDING ALYCE SPOTTED BEAR 
AND WALTER SOBOLEFF COM-
MISSION ON NATIVE CHILDREN 
ACT 
Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(S. 325) to amend the Alyce Spotted 
Bear and Walter Soboleff Commission 
on Native Children Act to extend the 
deadline for a report by the Alyce 
Spotted Bear and Walter Soboleff Com-
mission on Native Children, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 325 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ALYCE SPOTTED BEAR AND WALTER 

SOBOLEFF COMMISSION ON NATIVE 
CHILDREN REPORT. 

Section 3(f) of the Alyce Spotted Bear and 
Walter Soboleff Commission on Native Chil-
dren Act (Public Law 114–244; 130 Stat. 987) is 
amended, in the matter preceding paragraph 
(1), by striking ‘‘3 years’’ and inserting ‘‘5 
years’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Mrs. DINGELL) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
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WESTERMAN) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, S. 325, introduced by 

Senator LISA MURKOWSKI from Alaska, 
provides a 2-year extension for the 
Alyce Spotted Bear and Walter 
Soboleff Commission on Native Chil-
dren to publish its report and make 
policy recommendations for Federal, 
State, and Tribal programs that serve 
Native children. 

Native children experience severe 
health and socioeconomic disparities 
compared to all other racial and ethnic 
groups in the United States due to the 
cycles of intergenerational trauma. It 
is the Federal Government’s trust re-
sponsibility to provide for the health 
and well-being of Native children. How-
ever, the COVID–19 pandemic delayed 
much of the Commission’s essential 
work. 

Passage of S. 325 will grant the Com-
mission an extension of time and en-
sure that the report best addresses the 
needs of Native children through much- 
needed expertise and cultural wisdom. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the distin-
guished Senator from Alaska, Senator 
MURKOWSKI, for introducing and cham-
pioning this critically important legis-
lation, as well as my dear friend and 
Committee on Natural Resources col-
league, DON YOUNG, for leading the 
House companion bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support S. 325, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

b 1545 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 
325, which would amend the Alyce 
Spotted Bear and Walter Soboleff Com-
mission on Native Children Act, to ex-
tend the deadline of the Commission’s 
report from 3 years to 5 years after the 
Commission is fully appointed and 
fully funded. 

In 2016, the Alyce Spotted Bear and 
Walter Soboleff Commission on Native 
Children Act was signed into law. 

The purpose of the legislation was to 
establish, within the U.S. Department 
of Justice’s Office of Tribal Justice, a 
commission on Native children and to 
conduct a comprehensive study regard-
ing the Federal and local programs, 
grants, and support available for Na-
tive communities and Native children. 

The legislation stipulated that 3 
years after the date on which the Com-

mission is fully appointed and funded, 
the Commission shall issue a report to 
Congress with its recommendations on 
how to achieve better use of existing 
resources, increased coordination, 
measurable outcomes, stronger data, 
enhanced private sector partnerships, 
and implementation of best practices. 

Funding for the Commission was not 
authorized in the enacted version. 
However, the fiscal year 2019 Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act provided 
$400,000 to the Commission. 

With delays in securing funding and 
the full appointment of Commission 
members, the Commission was not able 
to hold its first meeting until Decem-
ber 2019. In addition, the COVID–19 pan-
demic delayed much of the Commis-
sion’s work. 

In response to these challenges faced 
by the Commission, my good friend, 
Mr. YOUNG, introduced the House com-
panion bill to S. 325, to ensure that the 
Commission has adequate time to 
produce a complete and comprehensive 
report. 

I would like to commend Mr. YOUNG 
for his continued tireless work on be-
half of American Indian and Alaska 
Natives. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the 
measure, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Alaska (Mr. 
YOUNG), the dean of the House. 

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. I would 
like to thank Chairman GRIJALVA and, 
of course, the ranking member, Mr. 
WESTERMAN, for the support of sched-
uling this bill for final passage. I would 
also like to thank my good friend, 
DEBBIE DINGELL, for her work. I have 
been sitting and listening to these 
bills, these are good bills. So, thank 
you, I appreciate it. 

Mr. Speaker, I introduced this bill on 
the House side. I would like to thank 
Congressman CASE and Congressman 
KAHELE for their sponsorship and sup-
port. 

As has been mentioned, S. 325 gives 
Alyce Spotted Bear and Walter 
Soboleff Commission on Native Chil-
dren 2 more years to complete their 
important work and report their find-
ings to Congress. 

The Commission is tasked with con-
ducting a comprehensive study of Fed-
eral, State, local, and Tribal programs 
that serve Native children with the 
goal of developing a system that deliv-
ers wraparound service for Native 
youth. 

The Commission was put in place, as 
I mentioned, in 2016, but was not able 
to have its first meeting until 2019. 
Further meetings were delayed by 
COVID, and as we know, things weren’t 
really going according to scale. 

But my good friend, Gloria O’Neill, 
serves as chairman of the Commission, 
and I am thankful for her leadership on 

this issue, and her commitment to en-
suring the Commission has enough 
time to do its important work. 

Without this extension, the Commis-
sion would be rushing to conclude their 
regional meetings in order to meet 
Congress’ deadline. 

When doing this work, it could have 
far-reaching effects on Native youth 
and Native communities. We need to 
ensure the Commission has enough 
time to do good work and consider the 
options. 

Also, my colleagues have noticed re-
cently, in a lot of publications, about 
some of my schools concerning Native 
students—Native youth, and especially 
in Canada. Will this Commission also 
look at that process and see what has 
happened in the past, and we can avoid 
what is going to occur in the future? 

This is a needed Commission and a 
needed bill. I urge my colleagues to 
support S. 325. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge adoption of this bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I, 
again, thank the leadership of the dean 
of the House, Mr. YOUNG, on this, and 
Senator MURKOWSKI for the Native 
children. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. 
DINGELL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 325. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

ACCESS TO CONGRESSIONALLY 
MANDATED REPORTS ACT 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2485) to require the Director of 
the Government Publishing Office to 
establish and maintain an online portal 
accessible to the public that allows the 
public to obtain electronic copies of all 
congressionally mandated reports in 
one place, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2485 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Access to 
Congressionally Mandated Reports Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) CONGRESSIONALLY MANDATED REPORT.— 
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