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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOWMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
to emphasize how important our ac-
tions today are for domestic violence
survivors everywhere.

Domestic violence is yet another
pandemic in this country. In my dis-
trict, we have seen a rise in domestic
violence during the COVID-19 pan-
demic amongst teenagers.

Survivors of domestic violence carry
their experiences with them every sin-
gle day, experiencing fear, chronic
stress, self-doubt, depression, and so
much more. This emotional trauma
can prevent survivors from accessing
and maintaining safe housing, employ-
ment, and supportive relationships,
leading to feelings of isolation that
only worsen their mental health.

Organizations in my district, like
Safe Horizon, Westhab, Family Serv-
ices of Westchester, and the YWCA are
a lifeline of support for survivors of do-
mestic violence. The Federal Govern-
ment should support groups on the
ground like them doing this important
work.

Madam Speaker, I strongly believe
that together we can prevent all vio-
lence and create a culture of care for
one another. This legislation, which
will authorize funding for preventative
and culturally responsive services, is
an essential step toward this vision.

Madam Speaker, I am proud to co-
sponsor this bill, and I rise in support
of its passage.

———

CRISIS AFTER CRISIS

(Mrs. LESKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. LESKO. Madam Speaker, the
Biden administration and Democrats
are causing one crisis after another,
whether it is the disastrous withdrawal
from Afghanistan; whether it is open
border policy where caravans are com-
ing here; whether it is increasing gaso-
line prices at the gas pump, increasing
grocery prices, a shortage of goods so
that we can’t even get gifts at Christ-
mas. Now the Biden administration
and the Democrats want to pass a nat-
ural gas tax, which will cause heating
prices and electricity to skyrocket.

Yet, at the same time that he wants
to decrease natural gas in America, he
is calling on OPEC to increase natural
gas so that we can rely on it here in
America. This makes absolutely no
sense to me. It is as if he wants to hurt
everyday Americans.

Madam Speaker, I object to these
policies, and I hope that my Demo-
cratic colleagues do, too.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are once again reminded to refrain
from engaging in personalities toward
the President.

———

THE IRS IS WATCHING
(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, the Fed-
eral Government needs to stop sticking
its noses in places it does not belong.

For the past 9 months, the size and
scope of the Federal Government have
expanded like a balloon being inflated
with helium. Look no further than a
provision in the Democrats’ budget rec-
onciliation package that allows the
IRS to monitor the bank accounts of
every American. If you made a deposit
or withdrawal of more than $600 cumu-
latively, the IRS would be the first to
know. That is $28 a day.

Madam Speaker, the American peo-
ple are fearful of more government
control, and I share their fear. America
should never find itself standing at so-
cialism’s door, and this dangerous pro-
vision puts us one step closer to doing
S0.

—————

IRS SURVEILLANCE PLAN

(Mr. BOST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, $10,000 a
year, an average of $200 a week. Under
the Democrats’ IRS surveillance plan,
that is all you will need to spend before
they require the IRS to collect per-
sonal information on your bank trans-
actions.

Let’s put that in perspective. Accord-
ing to the USDA, an average family of
four on a low budget paid roughly $196
per week for groceries in 2019. That is
almost enough right there to require
your bank to turn over your informa-
tion.

Now, with skyrocketing inflation and
the costs getting higher and higher—
and what if you pay rent, have credit
card bills, a car payment, or need to
buy gas that you can drive back and
forth to work to support your family?
That can easily exceed the threshold,
and probably five times over.

This proposal is not simply targeting
the richest Americans or big corpora-
tions. It means the IRS would have the
personal information of almost every
American with a bank account. This is
an invasion of your privacy and a seri-
ous cybersecurity risk.

————

FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION

AND SERVICES IMPROVEMENT
ACT OF 2021
Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam

Speaker, pursuant to House Resolution
716, I call up the bill (H.R. 2119) to
amend the Family Violence Prevention
and Services Act to make improve-
ments, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 716, in lieu of
the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor, print-
ed in the bill, an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute consisting of the
text of Rules Committee Print 117-15,
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modified by the amendment printed in
part A of House Report 117-137 is adopt-
ed and the bill, as amended, is consid-
ered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 2119
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled.
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; REFERENCES; SEVER-
ABILITY.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“‘Family Violence Prevention and Services
Improvement Act of 2021°°.

(b) REFERENCES.—Except as otherwise speci-
fied, amendments made by this Act to a section
or other provision of law are amendments to
such section or other provision of the Family Vi-
olence Prevention and Services Act (42 U.S.C.
10401 et seq.).

(¢) SEVERABILITY—If any provision of this
Act, an amendment made by this Act, or the ap-
plication of such provision or amendment to any
person or circumstance is held to be unconstitu-
tional, the remainder of this Act, the amend-
ments made by this Act, and the application of
such provision or amendment to any person or
circumstance shall not be affected thereby.

SEC. 2. PURPOSE.

Subsection (b) of section 301 (42 U.S.C. 10401)
is amended to read as follows:

“(b) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this title
to improve services and interventions for victims
of domestic violence, dating violence, and family
violence, and to advance primary and secondary
prevention of domestic violence, dating violence,
and family violence by—

‘““(1) assisting States and territories in sup-
porting local domestic violence, dating violence,
and family violence programs to provide acces-
sible, trauma-informed, culturally relevant resi-
dential and non-residential services to domestic
violence, dating violence, and family violence
victims and their children and dependents;

‘““(2) strengthening the capacity of Indian
Tribes to exercise their sovereign authority to re-
spond to domestic violence, dating violence, and
family violence committed against Indians;

“(3) providing for a network of technical as-
sistance and training centers to support effec-
tive policy, practice, research, and cross-system
collaboration to improve intervention and pre-
vention efforts throughout the country;

‘“(4) supporting the efforts of State, territorial,
and Tribal coalitions to document and address
the needs of victims and their children and de-
pendents, including victims and their children
and dependents who are underserved, implement
effective coordinated community and systems re-
sponses, and promote ongoing public education
and community engagement;

“(5) maintaining national domestic violence,
dating violence, and family violence hotlines,
including a national Indian domestic violence,
dating violence, and family violence hotline;
and

“(6) supporting the development and imple-
mentation of evidence-informed, coalition-led,
and community-based primary prevention ap-
proaches and programs.’’.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

Section 302 (42 U.S.C. 10402) is amended to
read as follows:

“SEC. 302. DEFINITIONS.

“In this title:

“(1) ALASKA NATIVE.—The term ‘Alaska Na-
tive’ has the meaning given the term Native in
section 3 of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act (43 U.S.C. 1602).

‘““(2) CHILD.—The term ‘child’ means an indi-
vidual who is—

“(A) younger than age 18; and

“(B) not an emancipated minor.

““(3) DATING PARTNER.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘dating partner’
means any person who is or has been in a social
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relationship of a romantic or intimate nature
with an abuser, and where the existence of such
a relationship shall be determined based on a
consideration of one or more of the following
factors:

‘(i) The length of the relationship.

““(ii) The type of the relationship.

‘““(iii) The frequency of interaction between
the persons involved in the relationship.

“(iv) The cultural context of the relationship.

““(B) CONSTRUCTION.—Sexual contact is not a
necessary component of a relationship described
in subparagraph (A).

‘““(4) DIGITAL SERVICES.—The term ‘digital
services’ means services, resources, information,
support, or referrals provided through electronic
communications platforms and media, which
may include mobile phone technology, video
technology, computer technology (including use
of the internet), and any other emerging com-
munications technologies that are appropriate
for the purposes of providing services, resources,
information, support, or referrals for the benefit
of victims of domestic violence, dating violence,
and family violence.

““(5) DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, DATING VIOLENCE,
FAMILY VIOLENCE.—The terms ‘domestic vio-
lence’, ‘dating violence’, and ‘family violence’
mean any act, threatened act, or pattern of acts
of physical or sexual violence, stalking, harass-
ment, psychological abuse, economic abuse,
technological abuse, or any other form of abuse,
including threatening to commit harm against
children or dependents or other members of the
household of the recipient of the threat for the
purpose of coercion, threatening, or causing
harm, directed against—

‘“(A) a dating partner or other person Simi-
larly situated to a dating partner under the
laws of the jurisdiction;

‘““(B) a person who is cohabitating with or has
cohabitated with the person committing such an
act;

‘“(C) a current or former spouse or other per-
son similarly situated to a spouse under the
laws of the jurisdiction;

‘““(D) a person who shares a child or depend-
ent in common with the person committing such
an act;

‘““(E) a person who is related by marriage,
blood, or is otherwise legally related; or

‘“(F) any other person who is protected from
any such act under the domestic or family vio-
lence laws, policies, or regulations of the juris-
diction.

‘““(6) ECONOMIC ABUSE.—The term ‘economic
abuse’, when used in the context of domestic vi-
olence, dating violence, and family violence,
means behavior that is coercive or deceptive re-
lated to a person’s ability to acquire, use, or
maintain economic resources to which they are
entitled, or that unreasonably controls or re-
strains a person’s ability to acquire, use, or
maintain economic resources to which they are
entitled. This includes using coercion, fraud, or
manipulation to—

““(A) restrict a person’s access to money, as-
sets, credit, or financial information;

‘“‘(B) unfairly use a person’s personal eco-
nomic resources, including money, assets, and
credit, for one’s own advantage; or

“(C) exert undue influence over a person’s fi-
nancial and economic behavior or decisions, in-
cluding forcing default on joint or other finan-
cial obligations, exploiting powers of attorney,
guardianship, or conservatorship, or failing or
neglecting to act in the best interests of a person
to whom one has a fiduciary duty.

““(7) INDIAN; INDIAN TRIBE; TRIBAL ORGANIZA-
TION.—The terms ‘Indian’, ‘Indian Tribe’, and
‘Tribal organization’ have the meanings given
the terms ‘Indian’, ‘Indian tribe’, and ‘tribal or-
ganization’, respectively, in section 4 of the In-
dian Self-Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).

““(8) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term ‘institution of higher education’ has the
meaning given such term in section 101 of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001).
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““(9) NATIVE HAWAIIAN.—The term ‘Native Ha-
waiian’ has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 6207 of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965.

‘“(10) PERSONALLY IDENTIFYING INFORMA-
TION.—The term ‘personally identifying infor-
mation’ has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 40002(a) of the Violence Against Women Act
of 1994 (34 U.S.C. 12291(a)).

‘“(11) POPULATION SPECIFIC SERVICES.—The
term ‘population specific services’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 40002(a) of the Vi-
olence Against Women Act (34 U.S.C. 12291(a)).

‘“(12) RACIAL AND ETHNIC MINORITY GROUP;
RACIAL AND ETHNIC MINORITY POPULATION.—The
terms ‘racial and ethnic minority group’ and
‘racial and ethnic minority population’ include
each group listed in the definition of such term
in section 1707(g) of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 300u—6(g)).

““(13) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Health and Human Services.

‘“(14) SHELTER.—The term ‘shelter’ means the
provision of temporary refuge and basic neces-
sities, in conjunction with supportive services,
provided on a regular basis, in compliance with
applicable State, Tribal, territorial, or local law
to victims of domestic violence, dating violence,
or family violence and their children and de-
pendents. Such law includes regulations gov-
erning the provision of safe homes and other
forms of secure temporary lodging, meals, other
basic necessities, or supportive services to vic-
tims of domestic violence, dating violence, or
family violence and their children and depend-
ents.

“(15) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means each of
the several States, the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and, except as
otherwise provided, Guam, American Samoa, the
United States Virgin Islands, and the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

““(16) STATE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COALITION.—
The term ‘State Domestic Violence Coalition’
means a statewide mongovernmental nonprofit
private domestic violence, dating violence, and
family organization designated by the Secretary
that—

“(A) has a membership that includes a major-
ity of the primary-purpose domestic violence,
dating violence, and family violence service pro-
viders in the State;

“(B) has board membership that is representa-
tive of primary-purpose domestic violence, dat-
ing violence, and family violence service pro-
viders, and which may include representatives
of the communities in which the services are
being provided in the State;

“(C) has as its purpose to provide education,
support, and technical assistance to such service
providers to enable the providers to establish
and maintain shelter and supportive services for
victims of domestic violence, dating violence,
and family violence and their children and de-
pendents; and

“(D) serves as an information clearinghouse,
primary point of contact, and resource center on
domestic violence, dating violence, and family
violence for the State and supports the develop-
ment of polices, protocols, and procedures to en-
hance domestic violence, dating violence, and
family violence intervention and prevention in
the State.

““(17) SUPPORTIVE SERVICES.—The term ‘sup-
portive services’ means services for adult and
youth victims of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, or family violence, and children and de-
pendents exposed to domestic violence, dating
violence, or family violence, that are designed
to—

““(A) meet the needs of such victims of domes-
tic violence, dating violence, or family violence,
and their children and dependents, for short-
term, transitional, or long-term safety; and

“(B) provide counseling, advocacy, or assist-
ance for victims of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, or family violence, and their children and
dependents.
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““(18) TECHNOLOGICAL ABUSE.—The term ‘tech-
nological abuse’ means an act or pattern of be-
havior that—

““(A) occurs within domestic violence, dating
violence, or family violence;

‘““(B) is intended to harm, threaten, intimi-
date, control, stalk, harass, impersonate, ex-
ploit, extort, or monitor, except as otherwise per-
mitted by law, another person; and

“(C) uses any form of information technology,
including any of the following:

‘(i) Internet-enabled devices.

“‘(ii) Online spaces or platforms.

“‘(iii) Computers, mobile devices, or software
applications.

“(iv) Location tracking devices.

“(v) Communication technologies.

“‘(vi) Cameras or imaging platforms.

“(vii) Any other emerging technology.

‘(19) TRIBAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COALI-
TION.—The term ‘Tribal domestic violence coali-
tion” means an established mnonprofit, non-
governmental Indian organization recognized by
the Office of Violence Against Women at the De-
partment of Justice that—

‘““(A) provides education, support, and tech-
nical assistance to member Indian service pro-
viders in a manner that enables the member pro-
viders to establish and maintain culturally ap-
propriate services, including shelter (including
supportive services) designed to assist Indian
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, or
family violence and the children and dependents
of such victims; and

‘““(B) is comprised of members that are rep-
resentative of—

““(i) the member service providers described in
subparagraph (A4); and

““(ii) the Tribal communities in which the serv-
ices are being provided.

““(20) TRIBALLY DESIGNATED OFFICIAL.—The
term ‘Tribally designated official’ means an in-
dividual designated by an Indian Tribe, Tribal
organization, or monprofit private organization
authorized by an Indian Tribe, to administer a
grant under section 309.

““(21) UNDERSERVED POPULATIONS; UNDER-
SERVED INDIVIDUALS.—The terms ‘underserved
populations’ and ‘underserved individuals’

mean victims of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, or family violence, and their children and
dependents who face obstacles in accessing and
using State, Tribal, territorial, or local domestic
violence, dating violence, or family wviolence
services, or who may be overrepresented in exrpe-
riencing domestic violence, dating violence, or
family violence due to historical barriers. Popu-
lations may be underserved on the basis of,
marginalized racial and ethnic minority popu-
lations, Indigenous status, cultural and lan-
guage barriers, immigration status, disabilities,
mental health needs, sexual orientation or gen-
der identity, age (including both elders and chil-
dren), geographical location, faith or religious
practice or lack thereof, or other bases, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

‘“(22) VicTiM.—The term ‘victim’ means an in-
dividual against whom an act of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, or family violence is car-
ried out.

‘“(23) YouTH.—The term ‘youth’ has the
meaning given the term in section 4002(a) of the
Violence Against Women Act (34 U.S.C.
12291(a)(45)).”.

SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 303 (42 U.S.C. 10403) is amended to
read as follows:

“SEC. 303. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

“(a) AUTHORIZATION.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be
appropriated to carry out sections 301 through
312 and 316, $270,000,000 for each of fiscal years
2022 through 2026.

‘““(2) RESERVATIONS FOR GRANTS TO TRIBES.—
Of the amounts appropriated under paragraph
(1) for a fiscal year, 12.5 percent shall be re-
served and used to carry out section 309.
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“(3) FORMULA GRANTS TO STATES.—Of the
amounts appropriated under paragraph (1) for a
fiscal year and mot reserved under paragraph
(2) (referred to in this subsection as the ‘remain-
der’), not less than 70 percent shall be used for
making grants under section 306(a).

““(4) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING CEN-
TERS.—Of the remainder, not less than 6 percent
shall be used to carry out section 310.

““(5) GRANTS FOR STATE AND TRIBAL DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE COALITIONS.—Of the remainder—

““(A) not less than 10 percent shall be used to
carry out section 311; and

‘“(B) not less than 3 percent shall be used to
carry out section 311A.

“(6) SPECIALIZED SERVICES.—Of the remain-
der, not less than 5 percent shall be used to
carry out section 312.

“(7) CULTURALLY SPECIFIC SERVICES.—Of the
remainder, not less 2.5 percent shall be used to
carry out section 316.

““(8) ADMINISTRATION, EVALUATION, AND MONI-
TORING.—Of the remainder, not more than 3.5
percent shall be used by the Secretary for eval-
uation, monitoring, and other administrative
costs under this title.

“(b) NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HOT-
LINE.—There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out section 313 314,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2022 through 2026.

““(c) NATIONAL INDIAN DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
HOTLINE.—There is authoriced to be appro-
priated to carry out section 3134 $4,000,000 for
each of fiscal years 2022 through 2026.

‘““(d) DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION EN-
HANCEMENT AND LEADERSHIP THROUGH ALLI-
ANCES.—There is authorized to be appropriated
to carry out section 314 $26,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2022 through 2026.

“(e) GRANTS FOR UNDERSERVED POPU-
LATIONS.—There is authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out section 315 $10,000,000 for
each of fiscal years 2022 through 2026.

“(f) RESEARCH AND EVALUATION.—There is
authorized to be appropriated for research and
evaluation of activities under this title 33,500,000
for each of fiscal years 2022 through 2026.”".

SEC. 5. AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY.

Section 304 (42 U.S.C. 10404) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(4) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘“‘or institu-
tions of higher education, including to support
and evaluate demonstration or discretionary
projects in response to current and emerging
issues,’” after ‘“‘nmongovernmental entities’’; and

(B) in paragraph (4), by striking “CAPTA Re-
authorization Act of 2010 and inserting ‘‘Fam-
ily Violence Prevention and Services Improve-
ment Act of 2021°’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A4) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘have exper-
tise in the field of family violence and domestic
violence prevention and services and, to the ex-
tent practicable, have expertise in the field of
dating violence;’’ and inserting ‘‘have expertise
in the field of domestic violence, dating violence,
and family violence prevention and services;’’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘prevention
and treatment of”’ and inserting ‘‘prevention of,
intervention in, and treatment of,”’; and

(C) in paragraph (3)—

(i) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘;
and inserting a semicolon; and

(ii) by adding after subparagraph (C) the fol-
lowing:

‘““(D) making grants to eligible entities or en-
tering into contracts with for-profit or nonprofit
nongovernmental entities or institutions of high-
er education to conduct domestic violence, dat-
ing violence, and family violence research or
evaluation; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

““(d) EMERGENCY AUTHORITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In response to any emer-
gency or disaster described in paragraph (3),
that substantially disrupts the provision of serv-
ices under this title for the duration of the emer-
gency or disaster, the Secretary may—

and”
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“(A) modify or broaden the allowable uses of
funds by grantees and subgrantees solely to en-
sure the continuity of services authorized under
this title, including for remote and mobile serv-
ice delivery; and

“(B) modify or waive any administrative con-
ditions, processes, or deadlines, including with
respect to—

‘(i) application requirements;

‘(i) reporting requirements; and

“(iii) grant award extensions.

““(2) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this sub-
section shall be construed to allow altering or
waiving the requirements in section 306(c)(2).

““(3) EMERGENCIES DESCRIBED.—The emer-
gencies and disasters described in this para-
graph are the following:

“(A) A major disaster declared by the Presi-
dent under section 401 of the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act
(42 U.S.C. 5170).

“(B) An emergency declared by the President
under section 501 of the Robert T. Stafford Dis-
aster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42
U.S.C. 5191).

“(C) A public health emergency determined by
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
pursuant to section 319 of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247d).”".

SEC. 6. ALLOTMENT OF FUNDS.

Section 305 (42 U.S.C. 10405) is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (a) to read as fol-
lows:

“(a) IN GENERAL.—From the sums appro-
priated under section 303 and available for
grants to States under section 306(a) for any fis-
cal year, each State shall be allotted for a grant
under section 306(a), $600,000, with the remain-
ing funds to be allotted to each State (other
than Guam, American Samoa, the United States
Virgin Islands, and the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands) in an amount that
bears the same ratio to such remaining funds as
the population of such State bears to the popu-
lation of all such States (excluding Guam,
American Samoa, the United States Virgin Is-
lands, and the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands).”’;

(2) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘under sec-
tion 3147’ each place such term appears and in-
serting ‘‘under this title”’; and

(3) by striking subsection (f).

SEC. 7. FORMULA GRANTS TO STATES.

Section 306 (42 U.S.C. 10406) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(4) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘depend-
ents’”’ and inserting ‘‘children and dependents’’;
and

(B) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘Indians,
members of Indian Tribes, or’’ after “who are’’;

(2) in subsection (c)—

(A) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by amending subparagraph (4) to read as
follows:

“(A) APPLICATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS PROVI-
SIONS.—Programs and activities funded in whole
or in part with funds made available under this
title are considered to be programs and activities
receiving Federal financial assistance for the
purpose of applying the prohibitions against
discrimination under the Age Discrimination Act
of 1975 (42 U.S.C. 6101 et seq.), section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794), title
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (20
U.S.C. 1681 et seq.), section 40002(b)(13)(4) of
the Violence Against Women Act of 1994 (34
U.S.C. 12291(b)(13)(4)), and title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.).”’;

(ii) in subparagraph (B)(i)—

(I) by inserting ‘, including sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity,” after “‘on the ground
of sex”’; and

(II) by striking the second sentence and in-
serting the following: ‘‘If sex-segregated or sex-
specific programming is necessary to the essen-
tial operation of a program, nothing in this
paragraph shall prevent any such program or
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activity from being provided in a sex-specific
manner. In such circumstances, grantees may
meet the requirements of this paragraph by pro-
viding comparable services to individuals who
cannot be provided with the sex-segregated or
sex-specific programming.’’;

(iii) in subparagraph (C)—

(1) by striking ‘“‘Indian tribe’”’ and inserting
“Indian Tribe’’; and

(II) by striking “tribally’ and inserting ‘‘Trib-
ally’’; and

(iv) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘Indian
tribe’’ and inserting ‘‘Indian Tribe’’;

(B) by striking paragraph (4);

(C) by redesignating paragraphs (5) and (6) as
paragraphs (4) and (5), respectively;

(D) in paragraph (4), as so redesignated—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by adding at the end
the following: “The mondisclosure of confiden-
tial or private information requirements under
section 40002(b)(2) of the Violence Against
Women Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C. 12291(b)(2)) shall
apply to grantees and subgrantees under this
title in the same manner such requirements
apply to grantees and subgrantees under such
Act.”’;

(ii) in subparagraph (G)(i), by striking ‘‘trib-
al”’ and inserting “‘Tribal’’;

(iii) by striking subparagraphs (B), (C), (D),
and (F); and

(iv) by redesignating subparagraphs (E), (G),
and (H) as subparagraphs (B), (C), and (D), re-
spectively; and

(E) in paragraph (5), as so redesignated—

(i) by striking ‘“‘Indian tribe’’ and inserting
“Indian Tribe’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘tribal”’
al’”’; and

(3) in subsection (d) by inserting ‘‘and infor-
mation on the development and implementation
of barrier removal plans to ensure compliance
with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
and section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
(29 U.S.C. 794)’ after “‘activities,”’.

SEC. 8. STATE APPLICATION.

Section 307 (42 U.S.C. 10407) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(4) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ‘‘tribally’’ and inserting ‘‘Trib-
ally”’; and

(ii)) by adding ‘‘For purposes of section
2007(c)(3) of the Ommnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968, a State’s application
under this paragraph shall be deemed to be a
‘State plan’.”’ at the end; and

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (B)—

(1) in the matter preceding clause (i), by strik-
ing “‘assurances’’ and inserting ‘‘certifications’’;
and

(I1) in clause (iii)—

(aa) in subclause (I)—

(AA) by striking “‘operation of shelters’” and
inserting ‘‘provision of shelter’’; and

(BB) by striking ‘‘dependents’ and inserting
‘“‘children and dependents’; and

(bb) in subclause (II), by striking ‘‘depend-
ents’’ and inserting ‘‘children and dependents’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (C), by striking “‘an as-
surance’’ and inserting ‘‘a certification’’;

(iii) in subparagraph (D)—

(I) by striking “‘an assurance’’ and inserting
“‘a certification’’;

(II) by striking ‘‘planning and monitoring’’
and inserting ‘‘planning, coordination, and
monitoring’’; and

(I11) by striking ‘“‘and the administration of
the grant programs and projects’” and inserting
‘. the administration of the grant programs and
projects, and the establishment of service stand-
ards and best practices for grantees’’;

(iv) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘to un-
derserved populations” and all that follows
through the semicolon and inserting ‘‘for indi-
viduals from racial and ethnic minority groups,
Tribal populations, and other underserved pop-
ulations, in the State planning process, and

and inserting ‘‘Trib-
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how the State plan addresses the unmet needs of
such populations, including a certification and
description of how the State or Indian Tribe will
disseminate information about the national re-
source centers authorized under section 310;’;

(v) in subparagraphs (E), (F), and (G), by
striking ‘“‘Indian tribe’’ each place such term ap-
pears and inserting ‘“‘Indian Tribe’’;

(vi) in subparagraph (G), by striking ‘trib-
ally” and inserting “‘Tribally’’;

(vii) by redesignating subparagraphs (H) and
(1) as subparagraphs (I) and (J), respectively;

(viii) by inserting after subparagraph (G) the
following:

‘““(H) describe how activities and services pro-
vided by the State or Indian Tribe are designed
to promote trauma-informed care, autonomy,
and privacy for victims of domestic violence,
dating violence, and family violence, and their
children and dependents, including in the de-
sign and delivery of shelter services;’’;

(ix) in subparagraph (I), as so redesignated—

(1) by striking ‘‘tribe’’ and inserting “‘Tribe’’;

(II) by striking ‘“‘an assurance’ and inserting
“‘a certification’’;

(III) by inserting ‘, remove, or exclude’’ after
“bar’’; and

(IV) by striking “‘and’’ at the end;

() in subparagraph (J), as so redesignated, by
striking the period at the end and inserting ‘‘;
and”’; and

(i) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(K) provide a certification that all funded
entities demonstrate the ability to provide serv-
ices for Deaf individuals and individuals with
disabilities in compliance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990 and section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794).”’;
and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A4) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘tribe’’ each
place such term appears and inserting ‘‘Tribe’’;
and

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘Indian
tribes’’ each place such term appears and insert-
ing ‘“‘Indian Tribes’’.

SEC. 9. SUBGRANTS AND USES OF FUNDS.

Section 308 (42 U.S.C. 10408) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘that is designed’ and insert-
ing ‘“that are designed’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘dependents’ and inserting
‘“‘children and dependents’’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(4) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A)—

(1) by striking ‘‘shelter, supportive services, or
prevention services’ and inserting ‘‘shelter or
supportive services’’;

(I1) by inserting ‘‘or prevention services’’ after
‘“‘dependents,’’; and

(III) by striking ‘‘include—"" and inserting
“include making material improvements in the
accessibility of physical structures, transpor-
tation, communication, or digital services, as
well as—"’;

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘devel-
oping safety plans’ and inserting ‘‘safety plan-
ning’’;

(iii) in subparagraph (E), by inserting ‘“‘for ra-
cial and ethnic minority groups’ before the
semicolon;

(iv) by redesignating subparagraphs (F)
through (H) as subparagraphs (G) through (I),
respectively;

(v) by inserting after subparagraph (E) the
following:

‘“(F) provision of shelter and services to un-
derserved populations;’’;

(vi) in subparagraph (H), as so redesignated—

(I) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘Federal and
State”” and inserting ‘‘Federal, State, and
local’’;

(11) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘mental health,
alcohol, and drug abuse treatment), but which
shall not include reimbursement for any health
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care services’ and inserting ‘‘mental health and
substance use disorder treatment)’’;

(II1) in clause (v), by striking *‘; and’’ and in-
serting a semicolon;

(IV) by redesignating clause (vi) as clause
(vit);

(V) by inserting after clause (v) the following:

“(vi) language assistance, including trans-
lation of written materials and telephonic and
in-person interpreter services, for victims with
limited English proficiency, victims who are
Deaf or hard of hearing, victims with sensory
disabilities (including individuals who are blind
or low vision), victims with speech-related dis-
abilities, and victims with other disabilities;
and’’; and

(VI) in clause (vii), as so redesignated, by
striking “‘and’’ at the end;

(vii) in subparagraph (I), as so redesignated,
by striking the period at the end and inserting
“sand’’; and

(viii) by adding at the end the following:

“(J) partnerships that enhance the design and
delivery of services to victims and their children
and dependents.’’;

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking ‘‘supportive services and pre-
vention services”’ and inserting ‘‘supportive
services or prevention services’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘“‘through (H)’ and inserting
“through (1)’;

(C) by striking ‘‘dependents’ each place such
term appears (other than in paragraph (1)(J))
and inserting ‘‘children and dependents’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

“(3) SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING USE OF
FUNDS FOR REMOVAL OF ARCHITECTURAL BAR-
RIERS TO ACCESSIBILITY.—It is the sense of the
Congress that—

“(A) Deaf individuals and individuals with
disabilities experience domestic violence, dating
violence, and family violence at dispropor-
tionate rates;

“‘(B) domestic violence shelters are often not
equipped to provide effective services to Deaf in-
dividuals and individuals with disabilities,
which can act as an impediment to victims seek-
ing and receiving services; and

“(C) the Secretary should allow subgrant
funds received under this section to be used for
making material improvements in the accessi-
bility of physical structures, transportation,
communication, or digital services.’’;

(3) in subsection (c)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ‘“‘a local public agency, or’’;
and

(ii) by striking ‘‘tribal organizations, and vol-
untary associations),”’ and inserting ‘‘Tribal or-
ganizations and voluntary associations) or a
local public agency’’; and

(iii) by striking ‘‘dependents’ and inserting
“‘children and dependents’’; and

(B) by amending paragraph (2) to read as fol-
lows:

“(2) an organization whose primary purpose
is to provide culturally appropriate services to
racial and ethnic minority groups, Tribal com-
munities, or other underserved populations, that
does not have a documented history of effective
work concerning domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, or family violence, but that is in partner-
ship with an organization described in para-
graph (1).”’; and

(4) by amending subsection (d) to read as fol-
lows:

“(d) VOLUNTARILY ACCEPTED SERVICES.—Par-
ticipation in services under this title shall be
voluntary. Receipt of the benefits of shelter de-
scribed in subsection (b)(1)(A) shall not be con-
ditioned upon the participation of the adult or
youth, or their children or dependents, in any
or all of the services offered under this title.”’.
SEC. 10. GRANTS FOR INDIAN TRIBES.

Section 309 (42 U.S.C. 10409) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘42 U.S.C. 14045d"° and insert-
ing 34 U.S.C. 20126”’;
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(B) by striking ‘‘tribal”’ and inserting ‘‘Trib-
al’;

(C) by striking ‘‘Indian tribes’’ and inserting
“Indian Tribes’’; and

(D) by striking ‘‘section 303(a)(2)(B)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 303 and made available’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(4) by striking “‘Indian tribe’’ each place such
term appears and inserting ‘‘Indian Tribe’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘tribal organization’ each
place such term appears and inserting ‘‘Tribal
organization’’.

SEC. 11. NATIONAL RESOURCE CENTERS AND
TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSIST-
ANCE CENTERS.

Section 310 (42 U.S.C. 10410) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(2)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A),
by striking ‘‘under this title and reserved under
section 303(a)(2)(C)” and inserting ‘‘under sec-
tion 303 and made available to carry out this
section’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) in clause (i), by striking “‘;
serting a semicolon;

(ii) in clause (ii)—

(1) by striking ‘7"’ and inserting ““10”’; and

(I1) by inserting ‘‘dating violence, and family
violence,” after ‘“‘domestic violence,”’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

“‘(iii) an Alaska Native Tribal resource center
on domestic violence, dating violence, and fam-
ily violence, to reduce disparities in the rate of
such violence within the Alaska Native popu-
lation; and’’; and

(C) in subparagraph (B)—

(i) in the matter preceding clause (i), by strik-
ing ‘‘grants, to”’ and inserting ‘‘grants to enti-
ties that focus on other critical issues, such as’’;

(ii) in clause (i)—

(I) by inserting ‘, dating violence, and family
violence,”’ after ‘‘domestic violence’’;

(1) by striking ‘‘(including Alaska Native)’’;
and

(I1I) by striking “‘and’ at the end; and

(iii) by amending clause (ii) to read as follows:

““(ii) entities demonstrating expertise related
to—

“(I) addressing the housing needs of domestic
violence, dating violence, and family violence
victims and their children and dependents;

‘“(II) developing leadership and advocacy
skills among individuals from underserved popu-
lations; or

“(111) addressing other emerging issues related
to domestic violence, dating violence, or family
violence.’’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(4) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in subparagraph (A)—

(1) in clause (i)—

(aa) by inserting “‘, dating violence, and fam-

and” and in-

ily violence’ after ‘‘domestic violence’ each
place such term appears; and
(bb) by inserting ‘‘and dependents’’ after

“‘children”’; and

(II) in clause (ii)—

(aa) in the matter preceding subclause (I), by
inserting ‘‘online’ after “‘central’’;

(bdb) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘family vio-
lence and domestic violence’’ and inserting ‘‘do-
mestic violence, dating violence, and family vio-
lence’’; and

(cc) in subclause (II), by inserting *‘, dating
violence, and family violence’ after ‘‘domestic
violence’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (B)—

(1) in clause (i)—

(aa) by striking ‘‘tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”’ and inserting ‘‘Tribes and Tribal organi-
cations’’;

(bb) by striking ‘‘the tribes’” and inserting
““the Tribes’’;

(cc) by inserting ‘‘, dating violence, and fam-
ily violence’’ after ‘‘domestic violence’’; and

(dd) by striking 42’ and all the follows
through ‘‘379699-10 note’” and inserting ‘34
U.S.C. 10452 note’’;

o
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(II) in clause (ii)—

(aa) by striking ‘‘tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”’ and inserting ‘‘Tribes and Tribal organi-
eations’’; and

(bb) by inserting ‘‘, dating violence, and fam-
ily violence’’ after ‘‘domestic violence’’;

(cc) by striking ““42” and all that follows
through ‘‘379699-10 note’” and inserting ‘34
U.S.C. 10452 note’’; and

(III) in clause (iii)—

(aa) by inserting ‘‘dating violence, and family
violence,”” after ‘‘domestic violence,’’; and

(bb) by inserting ‘‘the Office for Victims of
Crime and’’ after ‘‘Human Services, and’’;

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A)—

(I) by striking ‘‘State and local domestic vio-
lence service providers’’ and inserting ‘‘support
effective policy, practice, research, and cross
systems collaboration’’; and

(I1) by inserting *‘, dating violence, and fam-
ily violence’ after ‘‘enhancing domestic vio-
lence’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (4A)—

(I) by inserting *‘, dating violence, and family
violence’’ after ‘‘to domestic violence’’; and

(II) by striking ‘“‘which may include the re-
sponse to the use of the self-defense plea by do-
mestic violence victims and the issuance and use
of protective orders” and inserting ‘‘including
the issuance and use of protective orders,
batterers’ intervention programming, and re-
sponses to charged, incarcerated, and re-enter-
ing domestic violence, dating violence, and fam-
ily violence victims’’;

(iii) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) by inserting ‘, dating violence, and family
violence’ after ‘‘domestic violence’ each place
such term appears; and

(II) by striking ‘‘dependents’” and inserting
‘“‘children’’;

(iv) in subparagraph (C)—

(I) by inserting ‘‘, dating violence, and family
violence’ after ‘‘domestic violence’ the first
place such term appears; and

(II) by inserting *‘, and the response of domes-
tic violence, dating violence, and family violence
programs and other community organizations
with respect to health advocacy and addressing
the health of victims’ before the period;

(v) by amending subparagraph (D) to read as
follows:

‘(D) The response of mental health, substance
use disorder treatment and recovery, domestic
violence, dating violence, and family wviolence
and related systems and programs to victims of
domestic violence, dating violence, and family
violence and their children and dependents who
experience psychological trauma, mental health
needs, or substance-use-related needs.’’;

(vi) in subparagraph (E); by inserting *‘, dat-
ing violence, and family violence’ after ‘‘domes-
tic violence’ each place such term appears; and

(vii) by adding at the end the following:

‘““(F) The response of the domestic violence,
dating violence, and family violence programs
and related systems to victims who are under-
served due to sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity, including expanding the capacity of les-
bian, gay, bisexual, and transgender organiza-
tions to respond to and prevent domestic vio-
lence.

‘“(G) Strengthening the organizational capac-
ity of State, territorial, and Tribal domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, and family violence coali-
tions and of State, territorial, and Tribal admin-
istrators who distribute funds under this title to
community-based domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, and family violence programs, with the
aim of better enabling such coalitions and ad-
ministrators—

““(i) to collaborate and respond effectively to
domestic violence, dating violence, and family
violence;

““(ii) to meet the conditions and carry out the
provisions of this title; and

“(iti) to implement best practices to meet the
emerging needs of victims of domestic violence,
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dating violence, and family violence and their
families, children, and dependents.

““(H) The response of domestic violence, dating
violence, and family violence service providers
to victims who are Deaf and victims with dis-
abilities, including expanding the capacity of
community-based organizations serving individ-
uals who are Deaf and individuals with disabil-
ities to respond to, and prevent, domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, and family violence.’’;

(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4);

(D) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

“(3) ALASKA NATIVE TRIBAL RESOURCE CEN-
TER.—In accordance with subsection (a)(2), the
Secretary shall award a grant to an eligible en-
tity for an Alaska Native Tribal resource center
on domestic violence to reduce Tribal disparities,
which shall—

“(A) offer a comprehensive array of technical
assistance and training resources to Indian
Tribes and Tribal organizations, specifically de-
signed to enhance the capacity of the Tribes
and organizations to respond to domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, and family violence and
the findings of section 901 and purposes in sec-
tion 902 of the Violence Against Women and De-
partment of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005
(34 U.S.C. 10452 note);

“(B) coordinate all projects and activities
with the national resource center described in
paragraph (1)(B), including projects and activi-
ties that involve working with non-Tribal State
and local governments to enhance their capacity
to understand the unique needs of Alaska Na-
tives;

““(C) work with non-Tribal State and local
governments and domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, and family violence service providers to
enhance their capacity to wunderstand the
unique needs of Alaska Natives;

“(D) provide comprehensive community edu-
cation and domestic violence, dating violence,
and family violence prevention initiatives in a
culturally sensitive and relevant manner; and

““(E) coordinate activities with other Federal
agencies, offices, and grantees that address the
needs of Alaska Natives that experience domes-
tic violence, dating violence, and family vio-
lence, including the Office of Justice Services of
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Indian Health
Service, and the Office for Victims of Crime and
the Office on Violence Against Women of the
Department of Justice.”’; and

(E) in paragraph (4), as so redesignated—

(i) in subparagraphs (A) and (B)(i), by strik-
ing ‘“‘Indian tribes, tribal organizations’ each
place such term appears and inserting ‘‘Indian
Tribes, Tribal organizations’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (A). by inserting *‘, dat-
ing violence, and family violence’’ after ‘‘domes-
tic violence’’;

(iii) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘the tribes’ and
inserting ‘‘the Tribes’’;

(I1) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘nontribal’’ and
inserting ‘“‘non-Tribal’’; and

(II1) in clause (iii), by inserting *‘, dating vio-
lence, and family violence’’ after ‘‘domestic vio-
lence”’; and

(iv) by striking ‘‘(including Alaska Natives)’’
each place such term appears; and

(3) in subsection (c)—

(4) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A)—

(I) by inserting *“, dating violence, and family
violence’ after ‘‘domestic violence’’; and

(II) by striking ‘“‘or (D)’ and inserting ‘‘(D),
(F), or (G)”’;

(ii) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘dating
violence, and family violence,” after ‘‘domestic
violence,”’; and

(iii) by amending subparagraph (B) to read as
follows:

“(B) includes individuals with demonstrated
experience working in domestic violence, dating

H5889

violence, and family violence programs, and,
with respect to grantees described in subsection
(b)(2)(F), individuals with demonstrated exper-
tise in serving the targeted communities on the
board of directors (or advisory committee) and
on the staff; and’’;

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘, dating violence, and family
violence’ after ‘‘domestic violence’’ each place
such term appears;

(ii) by striking ‘‘tribal organization’ each
place such term appears and inserting ‘‘Tribal
organization’’;

(iii) by striking ‘‘Indian tribes’’ each place
such term appears and inserting ‘‘Indian
Tribes’’;

(iv) by striking <42 and all that follows
through ‘‘3796g99-10 note’’ each place such term
appears and inserting ‘34 U.S.C. 10452 note’’;
and

(v) by striking ‘‘tribally’” and inserting ‘‘Trib-
ally’’;

(C) in paragraph (3)—

(1) in subparagraph (A)—

(I) by inserting ‘‘, dating violence, and family
violence’ after ‘‘domestic violence’’ the first
place such term appears; and

(II) by inserting “‘, dating violence, or family
violence’ after ‘‘domestic violence’ the second
place such term appears; and

(ii) in subparagraph (B)—

(1) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘, dating vio-
lence, and family violence’’ after ‘‘domestic vio-
lence” ; and

(I1) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘; and’ and in-
serting a semicolon;

(1I1) in clause (iii), by striking the period and
inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(IV) by adding at the end the following:

“(iv) has a board of directors (or advisory
committee) and staff with demonstrated exper-
tise in serving the targeted community.’’;

(D) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5);

(E) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

““(4) ALASKA NATIVE TRIBAL RESOURCE CENTER
ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.—To be eligible to re-
ceive a grant under subsection (b)(3), an entity
shall be a Tribal organization or a monprofit
private organization that focuses primarily on
issues of domestic violence, dating violence, and
family wviolence within Tribes in Alaska that
submits information to the Secretary dem-
onstrating—

‘““(A) experience working with Alaska Tribes
and Tribal organizations to respond to domestic
violence, dating violence, and family violence
and the findings of section 901 of the Violence
Against Women and Department of Justice Re-
authorication Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-162;
34 U.S.C. 10452 note);

“(B) experience providing Alaska Tribes and
Tribal organizations with assistance in devel-
oping Tribally based prevention and interven-
tion services addressing domestic violence, dat-
ing violence, and family violence and safety for
Indian women consistent with the purposes of
section 902 of the Violence Against Women and
Department of Justice Reauthorization Act of
2005 (Public Law 109-162; 34 U.S.C. 10452 note);

‘“(C) strong support for the entity’s designa-
tion as the Alaska Native Tribal resource center
on domestic violence, dating violence, and fam-
ily violence from advocates working with Alaska
Tribes to address domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, and family violence and the safety of
Alaska Native women;

‘(D) a record of demonstrated effectiveness in
assisting Alaska Tribes and Tribal organizations
with prevention and intervention services ad-
dressing domestic violence, dating violence, and
family violence; and

‘““(E) the capacity to serve Tribes across the
State of Alaska.”’; and

(F) in paragraph (5), as so redesignated—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A),
by striking ““(b)(3),” and inserting ‘‘(b)(4),”’;
and
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(ii) in subparagraph (A)—

(I) in clause (i), by striking “(including Alas-
ka Natives)”’; and

(II) in clause (ii)—

(aa) by striking ‘‘Indian tribe, tribal organiza-
tion”’ and inserting ‘‘Indian Tribe, Tribal orga-
nization’’; and

(bb) by inserting ‘*, dating violence, and fam-
ily violence’ after ‘‘domestic violence’’.

SEC. 12. GRANTS TO STATE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
COALITIONS.

Section 311 (42 U.S.C. 10411) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘section
303(a)(2)(D)”’ and inserting ‘‘section 303 and
made available to carry out this section’’;

(2) in subsection (d)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
striking ‘‘shall include’’;

(B) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by inserting *‘, and evidence-informed pre-
vention of,” after ‘‘comprehensive responses
to”’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘working with local’ and in-
serting ‘‘shall include—

“(A) working with local’’;

(C) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3) as
subparagraphs (B) and (C), respectively, and
adjusting the margins accordingly;

(D) in subparagraph (C) of paragraph (1), as
so redesignated—

(i) by striking ‘‘dependents’” and inserting
‘“‘children and dependents’’; and

(ii) by adding “‘and’’ after the semicolon; and

(E) by inserting after subparagraph (C) of
paragraph (1), as so redesignated, the following:

‘(D) collaborating with Indian Tribes and
Tribal organizations (and corresponding Native
Hawaiian groups or communities) to address the
needs of Indian (including Alaska Native) and
Native Hawaiian victims of domestic violence,
dating violence, or family violence, as applicable
in the State; and’’;

(F) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘collabo-
rating with and providing’’ and inserting ‘‘may
include—

““(A) collaborating with and providing’’;

(G) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (2);

(H) in paragraph (2), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘health care, mental health’ and in-
serting “‘health care (including mental health
and substance use disorder treatment)’’;

(1) in paragraph (6), by redesignating sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B) as clauses (i) and (ii),
respectively, and adjusting the margins accord-
ingly;

(J) by redesignating paragraphs (5) through
(7) as subparagraphs (B) through (D), respec-
tively, and adjusting the margins accordingly;

(K) in clause (ii) of subparagraph (C) of para-
graph (2), as so redesignated, by striking ‘‘child
abuse is present;”’ and inserting ‘‘there is a co-
occurrence of child abuse; and’’;

(L) by striking paragraph (8); and

(M) in subparagraph (D) of paragraph (2), as
so redesignated, by striking ‘‘; and’’ and insert-
ing a period;

(3) by striking subsection (e);

(4) by redesignating subsections (f) through
(h) as subsections (e) through (g), respectively;
and

(5) in subsection (g), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘“‘Indian tribes and tribal organiza-
tions”’ and inserting ‘‘Indian Tribes and Tribal
organizations’’.

SEC. 13. GRANTS TO TRIBAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
COALITIONS.

The Family Violence Prevention and Services
Act (42 U.S.C. 10401 et seq.) is amended by in-
serting after section 311 the following:

“SEC. 311A. GRANTS TO TRIBAL DOMESTIC VIO-
LENCE COALITIONS.

‘““(a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—Beginning with
fiscal year 2022, out of amounts appropriated
under section 303 and made available to carry
out this section for a fiscal year, the Secretary
shall award grants to eligible entities in accord-
ance with this section.
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“(b) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—To be eligible to re-
ceive a grant under this section, an entity shall
be a Tribal domestic violence, dating violence, or
family violence coalition that is recognized by
the Office on Violence Against Women of the
Department of Justice that provides services to
Indian Tribes.

““(c) APPLICATION.—Each Tribal domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, or family violence coali-
tion desiring a grant under this section shall
submit an application to the Secretary at such
time, in such manner, and containing such in-
formation as the Secretary may require. The ap-
plication submitted by the coalition for the
grant shall provide documentation of the coali-
tion’s work, demonstrating that the coalition—

“(1) meets all the applicable requirements set
forth in this section; and

“(2) has the ability to conduct all activities
described in this section, as indicated by—

“(A) a documented experience in admin-
istering Federal grants to conduct the activities
described in subsection (d); or

“(B) a documented history of activities to fur-
ther the purposes of this section set forth in sub-
section (d).

‘““(d) USE OF FUNDS.—A Tribal domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, or family violence coali-
tion eligible under subsection (b) that receives a
grant under this section may use the grant
funds for administration and operation to fur-
ther the purposes of domestic violence, dating
violence, and family violence intervention and
prevention activities, including—

“(1) working with local Tribal domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, or family violence service
programs and providers of direct services to en-
courage appropriate and comprehensive re-
sponses to domestic violence, dating violence,
and family violence against adults or youth
within the Indian Tribes served, including pro-
viding training and technical assistance and
conducting Tribal needs assessments;

“(2) participating in planning and monitoring
the distribution of subgrants and subgrant
funds within the State under section 308(a);

“(3) working in collaboration with Tribal
service providers and community-based organi-
zations to address the needs of victims of domes-
tic violence, dating wviolence, and family vio-
lence, and their children and dependents;

““(4) collaborating with, and providing infor-
mation to, entities in such fields as housing,
health care (including mental health and sub-
stance use disorder treatment), social welfare,
education, and law enforcement to support the
development and implementation of effective
policies;

“(5) supporting the development and imple-
mentation of effective policies, protocols, and
programs that address the safety and support
needs of adult and youth Tribal victims of do-
mestic violence, dating violence, or family vio-
lence;

“(6) encouraging appropriate responses to
cases of domestic violence, dating violence, or
family violence against adults or youth, by
working with Tribal, State, and Federal judicial
agencies and law enforcement agencies;

“(7) working with Tribal, State, and Federal
judicial agencies, including family law judges,
criminal court judges, child protective service
agencies, and children’s advocates to develop
appropriate responses to child custody and visi-
tation issues—

““(A) in cases of child exposure to domestic vi-
olence, dating violence, or family violence; or

“(B) in cases in which—

‘(i) domestic violence, dating violence, or fam-
ily violence is present; and

“‘(i1) child abuse is present;

““(8) providing information to the public about
prevention of domestic violence, dating violence,
and family violence within Indian Tribes;

“(9) assisting Indian Tribes’ participation in,
and attendance of, Federal and State consulta-
tions on domestic violence, dating violence, or
family violence, including consultations man-
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dated by the Violence Against Women Act of
1994 (title IV of Public Law 103-322), the Victims
of Crime Act of 1984 (34 U.S.C. 20101 et seq.), or
this title; and

““(10) providing shelter or supportive services
to Tribal adult and youth victims of domestic vi-
olence, dating violence, and family violence,
and their children and dependents.

‘““(e) REALLOCATION.—If, at the end of the
sixth month of any fiscal year for which sums
are appropriated under section 303 and made
available to carry out this section, a portion of
the available amount has not been awarded to
Tribal domestic violence, dating violence, or
family violence coalitions for grants under this
section because of the failure of such coalitions
to meet the requirements for such grants, then
the Secretary shall award such portion, in equal
shares, to Tribal domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, or family violence coalitions that meet
such requirements.”’.

SEC. 14. SPECIALIZED SERVICES FOR CARE-
GIVERS AND THEIR CHILDREN WHO
HAVE BEEN EXPOSED TO DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE, DATING VIOLENCE, AND
FAMILY VIOLENCE.

Section 312 (42 U.S.C. 10412) is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking
‘“ABUSED PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN’’ and
inserting ‘‘PARENTS, CAREGIVERS AND CHILDREN
AND YOUTH WHO HAVE BEEN EXPOSED TO DOMES-
TIC VIOLENCE, DATING VIOLENCE, AND FAMILY VI-
OLENCE"’;

(2) in subsection (a)—

(4) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ‘‘family violence, domestic vio-
lence, and dating violence service programs and
community-based programs to prevent future
domestic violence by addressing, in an appro-
priate manner, the needs of children’ and in-
serting ‘‘domestic violence, dating violence, fam-
ily violence, and culturally specific community-
based programs to serve children and youth’’;
and

(ii) by inserting *, and to support the
caregiving capacity of adult victims or other
caregivers’’ before the period; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking “more than
2" the first place it appears and inserting ‘‘less
than 37’;

(3) in subsection (b)—

(A) by inserting ‘“‘or State domestic violence,
dating violence, and family wviolence services’’
after “local’’;

(B) by inserting ‘“‘a culturally specific organi-
zation,’’ after ‘‘associations),’’;

(C) by striking ‘‘tribal organization’ and in-
serting “‘Tribal organization’’;

(D) by inserting ‘“‘adult and child”
“‘serving’’; and

(E) by striking ‘“‘and their children’’; and

(4) in subsection (c)—

(A) by amending paragraph (1) to read as fol-
lows:

‘“(1) a description of how the entity will
prioritize the safety of, and confidentiality of
information about adult and child victims of do-
mestic violence, dating violence, or family vio-
lence;”’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘develop-
mentally appropriate and age-appropriate serv-
ices, and culturally and linguistically appro-
priate services, to the wvictims and children;
and’’ and inserting ‘‘trauma-informed and age,
gender, developmentally, culturally, and lin-
guistically appropriate services to children and
youth, and their caregivers;’’;

(C) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘“‘appropriate
and relevant to the unique needs of children ex-
posed to family violence, domestic violence, or
dating violence.”” and inserting ‘‘relevant to the
unique needs of children and youth exposed to
domestic violence, dating violence, or family vio-
lence, including children and youth with dis-
abilities and children from underserved popu-
lations, and address the parent’s or caregiver’s
ongoing caregiving capacity; and’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

after
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‘““(4) a description of prevention activities tar-
geting child and youth victims of family vio-
lence, domestic violence, or dating violence.’’;

(5) in subsection (d)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
striking ‘‘community-based program described in
subsection (a)”’ and inserting ‘‘culturally spe-
cific, community-based program’’;

(B) in paragraph (1)(A)—

(i) by striking ‘‘victims of family violence, do-
mestic violence, or dating violence and their
children’’ and inserting ‘‘child and adult victims
of family violence, domestic violence, or dating
violence, including children and youth with dis-
abilities and children and youth from under-
served populations’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘or the health system’’ before
the semicolon; and

(C) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (4), by striking ‘‘mental’’
and inserting ‘‘behavioral’’;

(i1) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘commu-
nity-based organizations serving victims of fam-
ily violence, domestic violence, or dating vio-
lence or children exposed to family violence, do-
mestic violence, or dating violence’ and insert-
ing ‘‘health, education, or other community-
based organizations serving adult and child vic-
tims of family violence, domestic violence, or
dating violence’’; and

(iit) in  subparagraph (C), by
“health,” after ‘‘transportation,”’; and

(6) in subsection (e)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘shall participate in an eval-
uation and’’ after “‘under this section’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘contain an evaluation of”’
and inserting ‘‘information on’’.

SEC. 15. NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HOT-
LINE GRANT.

Section 313 (42 U.S.C. 10413) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘telephone’ and inserting
“telephonic and digital services’’;

(B) by striking “‘a hotline that provides’ and
inserting ‘“‘a hotline and digital services that
provide’’; and

(C) by inserting before the period at the end of
the second sentence the following: *‘, and who
provide information about healthy relationships
for adults and youth’;

(2) in subsection (d)—

(4) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A),
by inserting ‘“‘and digital services’’ after ‘‘hot-
line’’;

(ii) in subparagraphs (A) and (B), by striking
“hotline personnel’”’ each place such term ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘advocacy personnel’’;

(iii) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘are
able to effectively operate any technological sys-
tems used by the hotline’’ and inserting “‘or dig-
ital services are able to effectively operate any
technological systems used by the hotline or pro-
vide any digital services, as applicable’’;

(iv) in subparagraphs (D), (E), and (F), by in-
serting ‘“‘and digital services’ after ‘‘hotline”
each place such term appears;

(v) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘‘persons
with hearing impairments’ and inserting ‘‘indi-
viduals who are Deaf or hard of hearing, those
with speech-related disabilities, those with sen-
sory disabilities (including those who are blind
or low wvision), and individuals with other dis-
abilities, including training for hotline per-
sonnel to support such access’’; and

(vi) in subparagraph (G), by striking ‘‘teen
dating violence hotline’” and inserting ‘‘youth
dating violence hotline and other digital services
and resources’’;

(B) in paragraph (4), by inserting
services,”’ after “‘hotline’’;

(C) by amending paragraph (5) to read as fol-
lows:

““(5) demonstrate the ability to—

“(A) provide information and referrals for in-
dividuals contacting the hotline via telephonic
or digital services;

“(B) directly connect callers or assist digital
services users in connecting to service providers;
and
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“(C) employ crisis interventions meeting the
standards of family violence, domestic violence,
and dating violence providers;’’;

(D) by redesignating paragraphs (6) through
(8) as paragraphs (7) through (9), respectively;
and

(E) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing:

“(6) demonstrate the ability to provide infor-
mation about healthy relationships for adults
and youth;”’;

(3) in subsection (e)—

(4) in the heading, by inserting ‘““AND DIGITAL
SERVICES” after “HOTLINE’’;

(B) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ‘‘telephone hotline’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘telephonic hotline and digital services’’;
and

(ii) by striking ‘‘assistance to adult” and in-
serting ‘‘for the benefit of adult”; and

(C) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘“‘and an
internet service provider for the use of operating
digital services’ before the semicolon;

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘, pro-
vide counseling and referral services for callers
on a 24-hour-a-day basis, and directly connect
callers” and inserting “‘and digital services con-
tracts, provide counseling, healthy relationship
information, and referral services for callers and
digital services users, on a 24-hour-a-day basis,
and directly connect callers and digital services
users’’;

(iii) in subparagraph (C), by inserting ‘‘or dig-
ital services users’’ after ‘“‘callers’’;

(iv) in subparagraph (D), by inserting ‘“‘and
digital services” after “‘hotline’’;

(v) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘under-
served populations” and inserting ‘‘racial and
ethnic minority groups, Tribal and underserved
populations,”; and

(vi) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘‘teen
dating violence hotline’’ and inserting ‘‘hotline
or digital services’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

““(9) ADMINISTRATION, EVALUATION, AND MON-
ITORING.—Of amounts made available to carry
out this section, not more than 4 percent may be
used by the Secretary for evaluation, moni-
toring, and other administrative costs under this
section.”’.

SEC. 16. NATIONAL INDIAN DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
HOTLINE GRANT.

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section is
to increase the availability of information and
assistance to Indian adult or youth victims of
family violence, domestic violence, or dating vio-
lence, family and household members of such
victim, and individuals affected by such victim-
ization by supporting a national, toll-free tele-
phonic and digital hotline to provide services
that are—

(1) informed of Federal Indian law and Tribal
laws impacting Indian victims of family vio-
lence, domestic violence, or dating violence;

(2) culturally appropriate to Indian adult and
youth victims; and

(3) developed in cooperation with victim serv-
ices offered by Indian Tribes and Tribal organi-
zations.

(b) GRANT PROGRAM.—The Family Violence
Prevention and Services Act (42 U.S.C. 10401 et
seq.) is amended by inserting after section 313
the following:

“SEC. 313A. NATIONAL INDIAN DOMESTIC
LENCE HOTLINE GRANT.

““(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall award
a grant to a Tribal organization or private, non-
profit entity to maintain the ongoing operation
of a 24-hour, national, toll-free telephonic and
digital services hotline to provide information
and assistance to Indian adult and youth vic-
tims of family violence, domestic violence, or
dating violence, family and household members
of such victims, and other individuals affected
by such victimization.

““(b) TERM.—The Secretary shall award a
grant under this section for a period of not more
than 5 years.
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“‘(c) CONDITIONS ON PAYMENT.—The provision
of payments under a grant awarded under this
section shall be subject to annual approval by
the Secretary and subject to the availability of
appropriations for each fiscal year to make the
payments.

‘““(d) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible to receive a
grant under this section, an entity shall be a
Tribal organization or a nonprofit private orga-
nization that focuses primarily on issues of do-
mestic violence as it relates to American Indians
and Alaska Natives, and submit an application
to the Secretary that shall—

‘(1) contain such agreements, assurances,
and information, be in such form, and be sub-
mitted in such manner, as the Secretary shall
prescribe;

“(2) include a complete description of the ap-
plicant’s plan for the operation of a national
Indian domestic violence hotline and digital
services, including descriptions of—

‘““(A) the training program for advocacy per-
sonnel relating to the provision of culturally ap-
propriate and legally accurate services, informa-
tion, resources and referrals for Indian victims
of domestic violence, dating violence, and family
violence;

‘““(B) the training program for advocacy per-
sonnel, relating to technology requirements to
ensure that all persons affiliated with the hot-
line and digital services are able to effectively
operate any technological systems required to
provide the necessary services used by the hot-
line;

‘“(C) the qualifications of the applicant and
the hiring criteria and qualifications for advo-
cacy personnel, to ensure that hotline advocates
and other personnel have demonstrated knowl-
edge of Indian legal, social, and cultural issues,
to ensure that the unique needs of Indian call-
ers and users of digital services are met;

‘(D) the methods for the creation, mainte-
nance, and updating of a resource database of
culturally appropriate victim services and re-
sources available from Indian Tribes and Tribal
organizations;

‘“(E) a plan for publicizing the availability of
the services from the national Indian hotline to
Indian victims of domestic violence and dating
violence;

‘“(F) a plan for providing service to limited
English proficiency callers, including service
through hotline and digital services personnel
who have limited English proficiency;

‘“(G) a plan for facilitating access to the hot-
line and digital services by individuals who are
Deaf or hard of hearing, individuals with
speech-related disabilities, individuals with sen-
sory disabilities (including those who are blind
or low wvision), and other individuals with dis-
abilities, including training for hotline per-
sonnel to support such access; and

‘“(H) a plan for providing assistance and re-
ferrals to Indian youth victims of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, and family violence, and
for victims of dating violence who are minors,
which may be carried out through a national
Indian youth dating wviolence hotline, digital
services, or other resources;

‘“(3) demonstrate recognized expertise pro-
viding services, including information on
healthy relationships and referrals for Indian
victims of family violence, domestic violence, or
dating violence and coordinating services with
Indian Tribes or Tribal organizations;

‘““(4) demonstrate support from Indian victim
services programs, Tribal coalitions recognized
by the Office on Violence Against Women and
Tribal grantees under this title;

““(5) demonstrate capacity and the expertise to
maintain a domestic violence, dating violence,
and family violence hotline, digital services and
a comprehensive database of service providers
from Indian Tribes or Tribal organizations;

““(6) demonstrate compliance with nondisclo-
sure requirements as described in section
306(c)(5) and following comprehensive quality
assurance practices; and
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‘“(7) contain such other information as the
Secretary may require.

““(e) INDIAN HOTLINE ACTIVITIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An entity that receives a
grant under this section shall use funds made
available through the grant for the purpose de-
scribed in subsection (a), consistent with para-
graph (2).

“(2) AcTIVITIES.—In establishing and oper-
ating the hotline, the entity—

‘““(A) shall contract with a carrier for the use
of a toll-free telephone line and an internet
service provider for digital services;

‘““(B) shall employ, train (including providing
technology training), and supervise personnel to
answer incoming calls and digital services con-
tacts, provide counseling, healthy relationship
and referral services for Indian callers and dig-
ital services users, directly connect callers, and
assist digital services wusers in connecting to
service providers;

“(C) shall assemble and maintain a database
of information relating to services for Indian
victims of family violence, domestic violence, or
dating violence to which Indian callers or dig-
ital services users may be referred, including in-
formation on the availability of shelters and
supportive services for wvictims of family vio-
lence, domestic violence, or dating violence;

‘(D) shall widely publicize the hotline
digital services throughout Indian Tribes
communities, including to—

‘(i) national and regional member organiza-
tions of Indian Tribes;

““(it) Tribal domestic violence services pro-
grams; and

““(iii) Tribal mnon-profit victim service pro-
viders;

‘“(E) at the discretion of the hotline operator,
may provide appropriate assistance and refer-
rals for family and household members of In-
dian wvictims of family violence, domestic vio-
lence, or dating violence, and Indians affected
by the victimization described in subsection (a);
and

‘““(F) at the discretion of the hotline operator,
may provide assistance, or referrals for coun-
seling or intervention, for identified Indian per-
petrators, including self-identified perpetrators,
of family violence, domestic violence, or dating
violence, but shall not be required to provide
such assistance or referrals in any circumstance
in which the hotline operator fears the safety of
a victim may be impacted by an abuser or sus-
pected abuser.

“(f) REPORTS AND EVALUATION.—The entity
receiving a grant under this section shall submit
a report to the Secretary at such time as shall be
reasonably required by the Secretary. Such re-
port shall describe the activities that have been
carried out with such grant funds, contain an
evaluation of the effectiveness of such activities,
and provide such additional information as the
Secretary may reasonably require.

““(9) ADMINISTRATION, EVALUATION, AND MON-
ITORING.—Of amounts made available to carry
out this section, not more than 4 percent may be
used by the Secretary for evaluation, moni-
toring, and other administrative costs under this
section.”’.

SEC. 17. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION EN-
HANCEMENT AND LEADERSHIP.

Section 314 (42 U.S.C. 10414) is amended to
read as follows:

“SEC. 314. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION EN-
HANCEMENT AND LEADERSHIP.

““(a) PURPOSE AND DESCRIPTION OF GRANTS.—

‘(1) PURPOSE.—The purposes of this section
are—

‘“(A) to continue efforts to build evidence
about effective primary and secondary preven-
tion practices, programs, and policies that re-
duce and end family violence, domestic violence,
and dating violence;

‘““(B) to build capacity at the State, Tribal,
territorial, and local levels to meet the objectives
described in subparagraph (4); and

and
and
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“(C) to advance primary and secondary pre-
vention efforts related to domestic violence, dat-
ing violence, and family violence nationally.

““(2) DESCRIPTION OF GRANTS.—From the
amounts appropriated under this section, the
Secretary shall—

“(A) acting through the Division of Violence
Prevention of the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, in consultation with the Direc-
tor of the Division of Family Violence Preven-
tion and Services of the Administration for Chil-
dren and Families—

“(i) provide core grants under subsection
(b)(1) to support primary and secondary preven-
tion of domestic violence, dating violence, and
family violence; and

“‘(ii) enter into cooperative agreements under
subsection (b)(2) with State, territorial, and
Tribal domestic violence coalitions that are in
partnerships with entities carrying out local
and culturally specific programs, to test, evalu-
ate, or, as appropriate, scale up innovative do-
mestic violence, dating violence, or family vio-
lence primary and secondary prevention models,
particularly those programs serving culturally
specific or traditionally underserved popu-
lations; and

“(B) acting through the Family Violence Pre-
vention and Services Program of the Adminis-
tration for Children and Families, award grants
under subsection (c) to enhance the capacity of
communities and systems to engage in effective
primary and secondary prevention efforts.

““(3) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, EVALUATION, AND
MONITORING.—Of the amounts appropriated
under this section for a fiscal year the Secretary
may use—

““(A) not more than 7 percent of the amounts
for each fiscal year for evaluation, monitoring,
and other administrative costs under this sec-
tion; and

“‘(B) not more than 3 percent of the amounts
for each fiscal year for technical assistance
under this section.

“(b) GRANTS TO STATE, TERRITORIAL, AND
TRIBAL COALITIONS.—

‘(1) GRANTS TO BUILD PRIMARY AND SEC-
ONDARY PREVENTION CAPACITY OF DOMESTIC VIO-
LENCE COALITIONS.—

““(A) PURPOSE.—The Secretary shall provide a
core grant for each eligible State, territorial,
and Tribal coalition. The Secretary shall pro-
vide such a grant to build organizational capac-
ity and leadership for primary and secondary
prevention of domestic violence, dating violence,
and family violence, including work with other
systems central to primary and secondary pre-
vention at the local, State, territorial, and Trib-
al levels.

““(B) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible to receive a
grant under this paragraph, a State, territorial,
or Tribal coalition shall be a State domestic vio-
lence coalition, territorial domestic violence coa-
lition, or Tribal domestic violence coalition, re-
spectively, that has not entered into a coopera-
tive agreement under section 314 of this title (as
in effect on the day before the date of enactment
of the Family Violence Prevention and Services
Improvement Act of 2021) or under paragraph
2).

“(C) APPLICATION.—Each coalition seeking a
grant under this paragraph shall submit an ap-
plication to the Secretary at such time, in such
manner, and containing such information as the
Secretary may require. The application sub-
mitted by the coalition for the grant shall pro-
vide documentation of the coalition’s primary
prevention work, satisfactory to the Secretary,
demonstrating that the coalition—

‘(i) meets all of the applicable requirements of
this paragraph; and

““(ii) demonstrates the ability to conduct ap-
propriately the primary and secondary preven-
tion activities described in this paragraph.

‘(D) ALLOTMENT OF FUNDS.—Of the amounts
made available to carry out this paragraph, the
Secretary shall allot an equal share to each
qualified entity receiving funds under section
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311 or section 311A to carry out evidence-in-
formed prevention activities.

‘““(E) USE OF FUNDS.—A coalition that receives
a grant under this paragraph—

‘(i) shall use the grant funds to—

“(I) build the coalition’s organizational ca-
pacity and enhance its State or Tribal leader-
ship to advance evidence-informed primary and
secondary prevention of domestic violence, dat-
ing violence, and family violence;

‘““(11) provide primary and secondary preven-
tion-focused training, technical assistance, peer
learning opportunities, and other support to
local domestic violence programs and other com-
munity-based and culturally specific programs
working to address domestic violence, dating vi-
olence, or family violence;

‘“(I11) provide training and advocacy to other
State, Tribal, and local public and private sys-
tems on how to prevent domestic violence, dat-
ing violence, and family violence, and help vic-
tims, including through health services, early
childhood programs, economic support pro-
grams, schools, child welfare, workforce devel-
opment, community-based programs primarily
serving racial and ethnic minority groups, com-
munity-based programs serving Deaf individuals
and individuals with disabilities, community-
based programs primarily serving other under-
served populations, faith-based programs, and
youth programs; and

“(IV) support dissemination of primary and
secondary prevention strategies and approaches
throughout the State, territorial, or Tribal com-
munities; and

“(it) may use the grant funds to provide sub-
grants to local programs to support the dissemi-
nation of primary and secondary prevention
programs or initiatives.

‘““(F) REPORTS.—Each coalition receiving a
grant under this paragraph shall submit a re-
port to the Secretary at such time as the Sec-
retary requires. Such report shall describe the
activities that have been carried out with such
grant funds and the effectiveness of such activi-
ties, and provide such additional information as
the Secretary may require.

‘“(G) FEDERAL ACTIVITIES.—The Secretary
may use a portion of the funds provided under
this paragraph to provide primary and sec-
ondary prevention-focused training, technical
assistance, and other support to coalitions de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) or State or local en-
tities that are in partnerships with such coali-
tions.

““(2) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT FOR IMPLEMEN-
TATION AND EVALUATION OF PRIMARY AND SEC-
ONDARY PREVENTION STRATEGIES.—

‘““(A) PURPOSE.—The Secretary shall enter into
cooperative agreements with qualified State, ter-
ritorial, and Tribal domestic violence coalitions
that are in partnerships with entities carrying
out local and culturally specific programs, to
test, evaluate, or, as appropriate, scale up inno-
vative domestic violence, dating violence, or
family violence primary and secondary preven-
tion strategies and models, particularly those
serving culturally specific or traditionally un-
derserved populations.

‘““(B) QUALIFICATION.—To be qualified to enter
into a cooperative agreement under subsection
(a)(2)(A)(ii), an organization shall be a State,
territorial, or Tribal domestic violence coalition
and include representatives of pertinent sectors
of the local community, which may include—

‘(i) health care providers and Tribal, State, or
local health departments;

““(ii) the education community;

“(iti) a faith-based community,

““(iv) the juvenile justice system;

‘“(v) domestic violence, dating violence, and
family violence service program advocates;

“‘(vi) public human service entities;

““(vii) business and civic leaders;

““(viii) child and youth-serving organizations;

“(ix) community-based organizations whose
primary purpose is to provide culturally appro-
priate services to underserved populations, in-
cluding racial and ethnic minority communities;
and
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“‘(x) other pertinent sectors.

‘“(C) TERM.—The Secretary shall enter into a
cooperative agreement under this paragraph for
a period of not more than 5 fiscal years.

““(D) CONDITIONS ON PAYMENT.—The provision
of payments under a cooperative agreement
under this paragraph shall be subject to—

“(i) annual approval by the Secretary; and

““(ii) the availability of appropriations for
each fiscal year to make the payments.

‘“(E) APPLICATIONS.—An organization that de-
sires to enter into a cooperative agreement
under this paragraph shall submit to the Sec-
retary an application, in such form and in such
manner as the Secretary shall require, that—

““(i) identifies models and strategies to be test-
ed and partner organizations who will be imple-
menting programs to prevent domestic violence,
dating violence, or family violence;

““(ii) demonstrates that the applicant has de-
veloped effective and collaborative relationships
with diverse communities, including with orga-
nizations primarily serving racial and ethnic mi-
nority populations or other underserved popu-
lations;

““(iii) identifies other partners and sectors who
will be engaged to meet the primary and sec-
ondary prevention goals;

“(iv) includes a description of the expected
outcomes from the primary and secondary pre-
vention activities and how the strategy is ex-
pected to achieve those outcomes;

““(v) describes the method to be used for iden-
tification and selection of project staff and a
project evaluator;

“‘(vi) describes the method to be used for iden-
tification and selection of a project council con-
sisting of representatives of the community sec-
tors listed in subparagraph (B);

“‘(vii) demonstrates that the applicant has the
capacity to carry out collaborative community
initiatives to prevent domestic violence, dating
violence, and family violence;

““(viii) describes the applicant’s plans to
evaluate the models and strategies it intends to
implement, including demonstrating that the
methods selected are rigorous;

““(ix) describes the applicant’s existing capac-
ity to collect and analyze data to monitor per-
formance and support evaluation and other evi-
dence-building activities or how they will use
the grant to develop such capacity; and

‘“(x) contains such other information, agree-
ments, and assurances as the Secretary may re-
quire.

‘““(F) GEOGRAPHIC DISPERSION.—The Secretary
shall enter into cooperative agreements under
this paragraph with organizations in States, ter-
ritories, and Tribes geographically dispersed
throughout the Nation.

“(G) USE OF FUNDS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An organization that enters
into a cooperative agreement under this para-
graph shall use the funds made available
through the agreement to establish, operate, and
maintain implementation and evaluation of co-
ordinated community response to reduce risk
factors for domestic violence, dating violence,
and family violence perpetration and enhance
protective factors to promote positive develop-
ment and healthy relationships and commu-
nities.

““(ii) EVALUATION, MONITORING, ADMINISTRA-
TION, AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Sec-
retary may use a portion of the funds provided
under this paragraph for evaluation, moni-
toring, administration, and technical assistance
described in subsection (a)(3) with respect to the
prevention projects.

‘““(H) REQUIREMENTS.—In establishing and op-
erating a project under this paragraph, an orga-
nization shall—

““(i) utilize evidence-informed primary and
secondary prevention project planning;

““(ii) recognize and address the meeds of un-
derserved populations, including racial and eth-
nic minority groups, and individuals with dis-
abilities;
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“(iii) use mot less than 30 percent or more
than 50 percent of awarded funds to subcontract
with local domestic violence programs or other
community-based programs to develop and im-
plement such projects;

“(iv) in the case of a mew grantee, use the
funds for up to 1 year for planning and capac-
ity building without subcontracting as described
in clause (iii); and

“(v) use up to 8 percent of the funds awarded
under this paragraph to procure technical as-
sistance from a list of providers approved by the
Secretary and peer-to-peer technical assistance
from other grantees under this paragraph.

““(I1) REPORTS.—Each organization entering
into a cooperative agreement under this para-
graph shall submit a report to the Secretary at
such time as shall be reasonably required by the
Secretary. Such report shall describe activities
that have been carried out with the funds made
available through the agreement and the effec-
tiveness of such activities, and provide such ad-
ditional information as the Secretary may rea-
sonably require. The Secretary shall make the
evaluations received under this subparagraph
publicly available on the Department of Health
and Human Services internet website, and shall
submit such reports to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate
and the Committee on Education and Labor of
the House of Representatives.

“(c) GRANTS TO EXPAND COMMUNITY-BASED
PREVENTION.—

““(1) PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall establish
a grant program to expand the capacity of com-
munities and systems to engage in effective pri-
mary and secondary prevention efforts.

““(2) GRANTS.—The Secretary may award
grants to eligible entities through the program
established under paragraph (1) for periods of
not more than 4 years. If the Secretary deter-
mines that an entity has received such a grant
and been successful in meeting the objectives of
the grant application so submitted, the Sec-
retary may renew the grant for 1 additional pe-
riod of not more than 4 years.

““(3) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—To be eligible to re-
ceive a grant under this subsection, an entity
shall—

“(A) be a private nonprofit, nongovernmental
organization (which may include faith-based
and charitable organizations) or a Tribal orga-
nieation that is—

“(i1) a community-based organization whose
primary purpose is providing culturally specific
services to racial and ethnic minority groups or
other underserved populations; or

“(it) a community-based organization with a
program focused on serving youth or serving
children and their parents or caregivers; and

‘“(B) have a demonstrated record of serving
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, or
family violence, or demonstrate a partnership
with another organization that has such a
record.

‘“(4) APPLICATION.—An entity seeking a grant
under this subsection shall submit an applica-
tion to the Secretary at such time, in such man-
ner, and containing such information as the
Secretary may reasonably require, including—

“(A) a description of how the entity will de-
velop, expand, or replicate evidence-informed
primary and secondary prevention strategies
and approaches in their communities, including
culturally and linguistically appropriate pri-
mary and secondary prevention programming;

‘“(B) documents that the entity meets all of
the applicable requirements set forth in this sub-
section; and

“(C) demonstrates the ability to conduct ap-
propriately the primary and secondary preven-
tion activities described in this section.

““(56) USE OF FUNDS.—An entity that receives a
grant under this subsection shall use the grant
funds to—

“(A) build their organizational capacity and
enhance their leadership of the organization
within the community to promote community
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engagement in and advancement of evidence-in-
formed primary and secondary prevention of do-
mestic violence, dating violence, or family vio-
lence;

‘“‘(B) promote strategic primary and secondary
prevention partnership development, including
between any of domestic violence programs and
health programs, early childhood programs, eco-
nomic support programs, schools, child welfare
programs, wovrkforce development, culturally
specific community-based organizations, faith-
based programs, community-based organizations
serving Deaf individuals and individuals with
disabilities, and youth programs;

‘“(C) support dissemination of primary and
secondary prevention strategies and approaches
to States, territories, Tribal organizations, and
Tribes; and

“(D) use up to 5 percent of funds awarded
under this subsection to procure technical as-
sistance from a list of providers approved by the
Secretary, from peer-to-peer technical assistance
from other grantees under this section, or from
both.

“(6) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, EVALUATION, AND
MONITORING.—The Secretary may use a portion
of the funds provided under this subsection for
evaluation, monitoring, administration, and
technical assistance with respect to the preven-
tion projects.

‘““(7) REPORTS AND EVALUATION.—Each entity
receiving a grant under this subsection shall
submit a report to the Secretary at such time as
shall be reasonably required by the Secretary.
Such report shall describe the activities that
have been carried out with such grant funds,
contain an evaluation of the effectiveness of
such activities, and provide such additional in-
formation as the Secretary may reasonably re-
quire.”.

SEC. 18. ADDITIONAL GRANT PROGRAMS.

The Family Violence Prevention and Services
Act (42 U.S.C. 10401 et seq.) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

“SEC. 315. GRANTS FOR UNDERSERVED POPU-
LATIONS.

‘““(a) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this sec-
tion to provide grants to assist communities in
mobilizing and organizing resources in support
of effective and sustainable programs that will
prevent and address domestic violence, dating
violence, and family violence experienced by un-
derserved populations.

“(b) AUTHORITY TO AWARD GRANTS.—The
Secretary, acting through the Director of the Di-
vision of Family Violence Prevention and Serv-
ices, shall award capacity building, implementa-
tion, and evaluation grants to eligible entities to
assist in developing, implementing, and evalu-
ating culturally and linguistically appropriate,
community-driven strategies to prevent and ad-
dress domestic violence, dating violence, and
family violence in underserved populations.

‘““(c) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—To be eligible to re-
ceive a grant under this section, an entity
shall—

““(1) with respect to the programs under sub-
sections (d) and (e), be—

‘“(A4) a population specific organization that
has demonstrated experience and expertise in
providing population specific services in the rel-
evant underserved communities, or a population
specific organization working in partnership
with a victim service provider or domestic vio-
lence or sexual assault coalition; or

‘““(B) a victim service provider offering popu-
lation-specific services for a specific underserved
population; or

““(2) with respect to the program under sub-
section (f), be an eligible entity described in
paragraph (1) that is working in collaboration
with an entity specializing in evaluation with
documented experience working with targeted
underserved populations;

“(d) CAPACITY BUILDING GRANTS.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall award
grants to eligible entities to support the capacity
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building, planning, and development of pro-
grams for underserved communities that utilize
community-driven intervention and prevention
strategies that address the barriers to domestic
violence services, raise awareness of domestic vi-
olence, dating violence, and family violence and
promote community engagement in the preven-
tion of domestic violence, dating violence, and
family wviolence in targeted underserved popu-
lations. Such grants may be used to—

“(A)(i) expand the collaboration with commu-
nity partners who can provide appropriate as-
sistance to the targeted underserved populations
that are represented by the eligible entity
through the identification of additional part-
ners, particularly among targeted underserved
communities; and

““(ii) establish linkages with national, State,
Tribal, or local public and private partners,
which may include community health workers,
advocacy organizations, and policy organiza-
tions;

“(B) establish community working groups,

“(C) conduct a meeds assessment of targeted
underserved populations to determine the bar-
riers to access and factors contributing to such
barriers, using input from targeted underserved
communities;

‘(D) participate in training and technical as-
sistance sponsored by the Family Violence Pre-
vention and Services program for program devel-
opment, implementation, evaluation, and other
programmatic issues;

“(E) use up to 5 percent of funds awarded
under this subsection to procure technical as-
sistance from a list of providers approved by the
Family Violence Prevention and Services pro-
gram;

“(F) identify promising intervention and pre-
vention strategies;

“(G) develop a plan with the input of targeted
underserved communities that includes strate-
gies for—

““(i) implementing intervention and prevention
strategies that have the greatest potential for
addressing the barriers to accessing services,
raising awareness of domestic violence, and pro-
moting community engagement in the preven-
tion of domestic violence, dating violence, and
family violence within targeted wunderserved
populations;

“‘(ii) identifying other sources of revenue and
integrating current and proposed funding
sources to ensure long-term sustainability of the
program; and

“(iti) conducting performance measurement
processes, including collecting data and meas-
uring progress toward addressing domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, and family violence or
raising awareness of domestic violence, dating
violence, and family violence in targeted under-
served populations; and

“(H) conduct an evaluation of the planning
and development activities.

“(2) DURATION.—The period during which
payments may be made under a grant under
paragraph (1) shall not exceed 4 years, except
where the Secretary determines that extraor-
dinary circumstances exist.

“(e) IMPLEMENTATION GRANTS.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall award
grants to eligible entities that have received a
planning grant under subsection (d) or who al-
ready have demonstrated experience and exper-
tise in providing population specific services in
the relevant underserved communities to enable
such entities to—

““(A) implement a plan including intervention
services or prevention strategies to address the
identified barrier or awareness issue or initiate
the community engagement strategy for targeted
underserved populations, in an effective and
timely manner;

“(B) design and implement a plan to evaluate
the program, including collecting data appro-
priate for monitoring performance of the pro-
gram carried out under the grant;

“(C) analyze data consistent with the evalua-
tion design, including collaborating with aca-
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demic or other appropriate institutions for such
analysis;

‘(D) participate in training for the purpose of
informing and educating other entities regard-
ing the experiences and lessons learned from the
project;

‘“(E) collaborate with appropriate partners to
disseminate information gained from the project
for the benefit of other domestic violence, dating
violence, and family violence programs;

‘““(F) establish mechanisms with other public
or private groups to maintain financial support
for the program after the grant terminates;

“(G) develop policy initiatives for systems
change to address the barriers or awareness
issue;

“(H) develop and implement community en-
gagement strategies;

“(I) maintain relationships with local part-
ners and continue to develop new relationships
with national and State partners; and

“(J) use up to 5 percent of funds awarded
under this subsection to procure technical as-
sistance from a list of providers approved by the
Family Violence Prevention and Services pro-
gram.

““(2) DURATION.—The Secretary shall award
grants under this subsection for 4-year periods.

“(f) EVALUATION GRANTS.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may award
grants to eligible entities that have received an
implementation grant under subsection (e) and
that require additional assistance for the pur-
pose of executing the proposed evaluation de-
sign, including developing the design, collecting
and analyzing data (including process and out-
come measures), and disseminating findings.

““(2) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under
this subsection, the Secretary shall give priority
to—

““(A) entities that in previous funding cycles—

“(i) have received a grant under subsection
(d); or

“‘(ii) established population specific organiza-
tions that have demonstrated experience and ex-
pertise in providing population-specific services
in the relevant underserved communities pro-
grams; and

““(B) entities that incorporate best practices or
build on successful models in their action plan,
including the use of community advocates.

“(3) DURATION.—The period during which
payments may be made under a grant under
paragraph (1) shall not exceed 4 years, except
where the Secretary determines that extraor-
dinary circumstances exist.

“(9) SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUPPLANT.—Funds
provided under this section shall be used to sup-
plement and not supplant other Federal, State,
and local public funds expended to provide serv-
ices and activities that promote the purposes of
this title.

“(h) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, EVALUATION,
AND MONITORING.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Of the funds appropriated
under this section for each fiscal year—

“(A) up to 5 percent may be used by the Sec-
retary for evaluation, monitoring, and other ad-
ministrative costs under this section; and

“(B) up to 3 percent may be used by the Sec-
retary for technical assistance.

“(2) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY
GRANTEES.—The Secretary shall enable grantees
to share best practices, evaluation results, and
reports using the internet, conferences, and
other pertinent information regarding the
projects funded by this section, including the
outreach efforts of the Family Violence Preven-
tion and Services program.

““(3) REPORTS AND EVALUATION.—Each entity
receiving funds under this section shall file a
performance report at such times as requested
by the Secretary describing the activities that
have been carried out with such grant funds
and providing such additional information as
the Secretary may require.

“(i) ADMINISTRATIVE BURDENS.—The Sec-
retary shall make every effort to minimize dupli-
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cative or unnecessary administrative burdens on

the grantees.

“SEC. 316. GRANTS TO ENHANCE CULTURALLY
SPECIFIC SERVICES FOR RACIAL
AND ETHNIC MINORITY POPU-
LATIONS.

‘““(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a grant program to establish or enhance
culturally specific services for victims of domes-
tic violence, dating violence, and family violence
from racial and ethnic minority populations.

““(b) PURPOSES.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—The purposes of the grant
program under this section are to—

‘“(A) develop and support innovative cul-
turally specific community-based programs to
enhance access to shelter services or supportive
services to further the purposes of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, and family violence inter-
vention and prevention for all victims of domes-
tic violence, dating violence, and family violence
from racial and ethnic minority populations
who face obstacles to using more traditional
services and resources,

‘“‘(B) strengthen the capacity and further the
leadership development of individuals in racial
and ethnic minority populations to address do-
mestic violence, dating violence, and family vio-
lence in their communities; and

‘“(C) promote strategic partnership develop-
ment and collaboration, including with health
systems, early childhood programs, economic
support programs, schools, child welfare, work-
force development, domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, and family violence programs, other com-
munity-based programs, community-based orga-
nizations serving individuals with disabilities,
faith-based programs, and youth programs, in
order to further a public health approach to ad-
dressing domestic violence, dating violence, and
family violence.

““(2) USE OF FUNDS.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall award
grants to programs based in the targeted com-
munity to establish or enhance domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, and family violence inter-
vention and prevention efforts that address dis-
tinctive culturally specific responses to domestic
violence, dating violence, and family violence in
racial and ethnic minority populations.

‘““(B) NEW PROGRAMS.—In carrying out this
section, the Secretary may award initial plan-
ning and capacity building grants to eligible en-
tities that are establishing mew programs in
order to support the planning and development
of culturally specific programs.

““(C) COMPETITIVE BASIS.—The Secretary shall
ensure that grants are awarded, to the extent
practical, only on a competitive basis, and that
a grant is awarded for a proposal only if the
proposal has been recommended for such an
award through a process of peer review.

‘(D) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—Up to 5 percent
of funds appropriated under this section for a
fiscal year shall be available for technical as-
sistance to be used by the grantees to access
training and technical assistance from organiza-
tions that have entered into a cooperative agree-
ment with the Director to provide training and
technical assistance regarding the provision of
effective culturally specific, community-based
services for racial and ethnic minority popu-
lations.

““(3) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING.—
The Secretary shall enter into cooperative agree-
ments or contracts with organizations having a
demonstrated expertise in and whose primary
purpose is addressing the development and pro-
vision of culturally specific, accessible, commu-
nity-based services to victims of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, and family violence from
the targeted populations to provide training and
technical assistance for grantees.

“(c) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—To be eligible for a
grant under this section, an entity shall—

‘“(1) be a private nonprofit, nongovernmental
organization that is—

‘“(A) a community-based organization whose
primary purpose is providing culturally specific
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services to victims of domestic violence, dating
violence, and family violence from racial and
ethnic minority populations; or

‘“(B) a community-based organization whose
primary purpose is providing culturally specific
services to individuals from racial and ethnic
minority populations that can partner with an
organization having demonstrated expertise in
serving victims of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, and family violence; and

“(2) have a board of directors and staffing
with demonstrated expertise in serving racial
and ethnic minority populations.

‘““(d) CULTURAL RESPONSIVENESS OF SERV-
ICES.—The Secretary shall ensure that informa-
tion and services provided pursuant to this sec-
tion are provided in the language, educational,
and cultural context that is most appropriate for
the individuals for whom the information and
services are intended, and that information is
made available in accessible formats as appro-
priate.

‘““(e) GRANT PERIOD.—The Secretary shall
award grants for a 4-year period, with a pos-
sible extension of another 2 years to further im-
plement the projects under the grant.

“(f) NONEXCLUSIVITY.—Nothing in this section
shall be interpreted to exclude linguistically and
culturally specific community-based entities
from applying for other sources of funding
available under this title.

‘““(g) REPORTS.—Each entity receiving funds
under this section shall file a performance re-
port at such times as requested by the Secretary
describing the activities that have been carried
out with such grant funds and providing such
additional information as the Secretary may re-
quire.

““(h) ADMINISTRATION, EVALUATION, AND MON-
ITORING.—Of amounts made available to carry
out this section, not more than 4 percent may be
used by the Secretary for evaluation, moni-
toring, and other administrative costs under this
section.

““(i) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed to allow a grantee to limit
services to victims of domestic violence, dating,
violence, or family violence on the basis of race
or ethnicity.”’.

SEC. 19. ANALYSIS OF FEDERAL SUPPORT FOR FI-
NANCIAL STABILITY AMONG SUR-
VIVORS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE,
DATING VIOLENCE, AND FAMILY VIO-
LENCE.

Not later than 2 years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Comptroller General of
the United States shall conduct a study and
issue a report that includes—

(1) a review of what is known about the num-
ber of survivors of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, and family violence in the United States;

(2) statistical data, where available, for recent
fiscal years, on the number of survivors de-
scribed in paragraph (1);

(3) a description of the key Federal programs
providing survivors described in paragraph (1)
with financial and non-financial support;

(4) an analysis of the gaps in current Federal
programs, in terms of benefit adequacy and ben-
efit coverage for the population of survivors de-
scribed in paragraph (1);

(5) a demographic analysis of the distribution
of the gaps described in paragraph (4), for
groups including racial and ethnic minorities,
individuals with disabilities, tribal populations,
and individuals who are geographically iso-
lated;

(6) a review of challenges that could affect
program utilization by the population of sur-
vivors described in paragraph (1); and

(7) an indication of the extent to which Fed-
eral agencies or departments currently admin-
istering programs described in paragraph (3)
have taken steps to ensure that survivors of do-
mestic violence, dating violence, and family vio-
lence have access to programs that will support
their financial stability.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill,
as amended, is debatable for 1 hour
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equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Education and Labor
or their respective designees.

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ScoTT) and the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) each will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have b legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous materials
on H.R. 2119.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to urge
support for the bipartisan Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services Im-
provement Act of 2021 introduced by
the gentlewoman from Georgia (Mrs.
MCBATH), the gentleman from Alaska
(Mr. YOUNG), the gentlewoman from
Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE), and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. KATKO).

Before I continue, I want to encour-
age anyone struggling with intimate
partner violence to reach out to the
National Domestic Violence Hotline at
1-800-799-SAFE or the StrongHearts
Native Helpline at 1-844-TNATIVE.

Madam Speaker, it is difficult to
overstate the need to address intimate
partner violence in this country.
Roughly 1 in 4 women and nearly 1 in
10 men reported experiencing some sort
of intimate partner violence.

These incidents often cause severe
physical injuries that portend even
graver consequences, including the
tragic loss of life.

For survivors of violence, emotional
trauma and intimate partner violence
often last long after the physical inju-
ries have healed, triggering lifelong
struggles with disease and mental
health challenges.

For decades, the Family Violence
Prevention and Services Act has been a
central pillar in our response to domes-
tic violence, authorizing services like
shelters and 24-hour domestic violence
hotlines.

Regrettably, these programs have
been technically expired since the end
of 2015. Although funding has contin-
ued, updates to the law have been long
overdue. For example, we know that
the COVID-19 pandemic has increased
the risk of intimate partner violence
and restricted access to critical serv-
ices for survivors.

H.R. 2119 strengthens our fight in
this public health crisis by updating
the Family Violence Prevention and
Services Act in two important ways.

First, it prioritizes equity by expand-
ing funding to reach communities that
have disproportionately high rates of
intimate partner violence but limited
access to services.
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Second, it invests more in prevention
so we can avert the physical danger
and emotional trauma that survivors
experience before it occurs.

These updates represent the next
steps we must take not only to support
the survivors who need it most, but
also to prevent intimate partner vio-
lence from harming our communities.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support the legislation, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in oppo-
sition to H.R. 2119, the Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services Im-
provement Act.

A survey by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, CDC, esti-
mated that one-third of all men and
women are victims of domestic vio-
lence at some point in their life. In
2018, approximately 40 percent of fe-
male homicides in North Carolina were
related to intimate partner violence.
The 2020 statistics aren’t any better.
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COVID-19 and President Biden’s
failed economic policies have dealt our
Nation government-mandated restric-
tions and economic challenges. It ap-
pears those negative outcomes have
snowballed to exacerbate an even worse
fallout.

Evidence suggests that in this pan-
demic environment, stress due to work,
school, substance abuse, and financial
struggles have added to more violence
in the home. Especially hard-hit appear
to be rural areas where job opportuni-
ties can be hard to find. Recent statis-
tics show that domestic violence-re-
lated homicides have increased in my
home State of North Carolina.

Domestic violence in any form is an
evil that demands a strong response.
That is why, in 1984, Congress enacted
the Family Violence Prevention and
Services Act, FVPSA, which authorizes
programs to support victims of domes-
tic violence and their dependents.
These programs include grants to sup-
port domestic violence shelters and
services and a national domestic vio-
lence hotline.

Additionally, FVPSA funds the
CDC’s DELTA program, which provides
funding to State domestic violence
coalitions to develop, test, and coordi-
nate local prevention and education
programs. Since FVPSA’s enactment,
Congress has worked in a bipartisan
manner to reauthorize the bill. Sadly,
Democrats are now using it as a vehi-
cle to push left-wing priorities. This is
disappointing.

Committee Republicans wanted to
support a bipartisan bill. I strongly be-
lieve that FVPSA’s history of biparti-
sanship must be continued. However,
the Democrat bill before us puts spe-
cial interest groups ahead of victims of
domestic violence.

H.R. 2119 paves the way for taxpayer-
supported abortions. Forcing the public
to pay for abortions is morally repug-
nant and should not be allowed to
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stand in this bill or any bill. Previous
reauthorizations of the law included a
prohibition preventing reimbursement
for healthcare services, but this bill
drops that prohibition.

The bill also tramples the rights of
faith-based providers by forcing organi-
zations to abandon their sincerely held
religious beliefs or give up helping vic-
tims through these programs, meaning
that fewer victims will be able to ac-
cess vital services and care. Faith-
based providers who offer critical care
to survivors of domestic violence
should not be obstructed from oper-
ating.

Additionally, this bill lacks common-
sense accountability that is needed
after years of Congress ignoring this
program. We need to know what is
going on with the program and the Re-
publican substitute would ensure we
have that information.

FVPSA is not an instrument for par-
tisan policies, or it should not be, espe-
cially those that threaten religious lib-
erties. That is why Republicans offered
an amendment that includes a care-
fully focused set of reforms that act in
the best interest of victims of family
violence and the people who serve
them. Specifically, it improves current
law, ensuring that funds are focused on
life-saving supportive services. Demo-
crats opposed it in committee, and I
am guessing they will oppose it on the
floor.

Republicans recognize the impor-
tance of supporting survivors of domes-
tic violence. We must understand that
dealing with this issue is best done at
the local level and government cannot
always provide the answers. Local civic
groups and faith-based providers are
best positioned to provide aid and de-
liver it effectively.

Congress should support best prac-
tices and protect the providers closest
to the victims seeking help. Pushing
faith-based providers out of this impor-
tant work—as the Democrat-led bill
could do—does nothing to help con-
tinue the delivery of locally-driven
support services for victims of domes-
tic violence.

Madam Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to vote ‘“‘no”” on H.R. 2119, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Georgia (Mrs. MCBATH),
the lead sponsor of the legislation.

Mrs. MCBATH. Madam Speaker, I
want to thank Chairman BOBBY SCOTT
of the Education and Labor Committee
and staff, and my colleagues that have
joined me on this policy and lifesaving
legislation for the diligence and the
commitment towards keeping Ameri-
cans safe and saving lives.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of the Family Violence Prevention
and Services Improvement Act, a long
overdue reauthorization of the Nation’s
oldest law providing Federal support to
survivors of intimate partner violence.
Known as FVPSA, this law is the pri-
mary source of Federal funding for in-
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timate partner violence prevention and
services and provides vital services for
victims all over the United States.

This bill funds shelters, State domes-
tic violence coalitions, a national do-
mestic violence hotline, and national
resource centers that offer technical
assistance to service providers. Despite
its pivotal role in combatting domestic
violence, FVPSA has not been reau-
thorized since 2015. It is far past time
that Congress acts to pass a com-
prehensive reauthorization of this vital
law.

During this pandemic, we have seen a
dramatic rise in the number of cases of
family and domestic violence. While
attempting to stay safe from the
COVID-19 virus that has swept this
country, many children and families
were forced to face the violence that
awaited them inside their own homes
and further isolated them from their
support systems.

Violence in the home can have a
tragic and drastic effect on children,
stunting their emotional and cognitive
growth and affecting their performance
in school and their social development.
This early trauma can cause long-last-
ing effects in a person’s life and impact
their success as adults. We must make
sure that our children and their fami-
lies have the resources they need to
prevent domestic violence and abuse.

I have seen too many families in my
home State of Georgia suffer at the
hands of domestic and family violence.
We must protect these families and
families all across the Nation.

This legislation has broad bipartisan
support within both Chambers of Con-
gress and from stakeholders on the
front lines of combatting domestic vio-
lence in America. Our community part-
ners recognize that this legislation is
critical to protecting and supporting
our families and our children.

The reauthorization makes Kkey
changes to current law, most impor-
tantly, by ensuring equitable access to
resources for Native Tribes and Tribal
coalitions, authorizing a Tribal domes-
tic violence hotline, authorizing re-
source centers for Alaska Native and
LGBTQ populations, expanding funding
for prevention so that every State and
coalition receives ©prevention re-
sources, and authorizing grants for un-
derserved populations and culturally
specific services for racial and ethnic
minority groups. It helps provide sur-
vivors a way up, a way out, and a way
forward.

Some of my colleagues have argued
that the LGBTQ anti-discrimination
clause in this legislation will result in
discrimination against religious orga-
nizations who provide services to vic-
tims of domestic violence. This could
not be further from the truth.

Madam Speaker, I include in the
RECORD a letter in support of this legis-
lation from the Catholic Charities of
the Archdiocese of Chicago.
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THE CATHOLIC CHARITIES,
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO,
Chicago, IL, October 15, 2021.

Rep. NANCY PELOSI,

Speaker of the House, House of Representatives
Washington, DC.

Rep. BOBBY SCOTT,

Chairman, House Committee on Education &
Labor, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

Rep. STENY HOYER,
Majority Leader, House
Washington, DC.

Rep. KEVIN MCCARTHY,

Republican Leader, House of Representatives
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI, MAJORITY LEADER
HOYER, CHAIRMAN SCOTT, AND REPUBLICAN
LEADER MCCARTHY: Catholic Charities is one
of the largest social services providers in the
Midwest, and I am honored to serve as its
Chief Program Officer.

For 104 years, Catholic Charities has
served and accompanied anyone in need in
Greater Chicago. Every year, Charities’ helps
nearly 200 survivors of domestic violence and
those at high risk through emergency shel-
ter, safety planning, counseling, legal serv-
ices, and transitional housing. Our wrap-
around services and partnerships help sur-
vivors and in many cases their children im-
prove stability and restore security.

Pre-pandemic, we knew that people experi-
encing domestic violence in Illinois were 95%
women, 55% Black, and 13% Latinx. Forty-
three percent resided in Chicago and 40%
were low-income.

The survivors we serve at Catholic Char-
ities Chicago face staggering challenges. One
hundred percent live below the federal pov-
erty line. They come to us as survivors of in-
tergenerational trauma. They fear losing
their children. They often have prolonged ex-
posure to substance use and are experiencing
homelessness or housing instability. Almost
universally, they are in poor physical and
emotional health.

Survivors are often isolated due to cultural
factors, language barriers, lack of familial
support, and lack of awareness of their law-
ful protections. Moreover, they have inad-
equate support once they leave the abusive
situation.

It is often the church, and Catholic Char-
ities, to which survivors turn. The role of
trusted, faith-based providers in this service
arena is profound.

COVID-19 has only compounded the strug-
gles faced by survivors. Since the pandemic
began, the Illinois Domestic Violence Hot-
line reports a 15% increase in calls and a
2,000% increase in text messages requesting
help. Additional burdens include financial
stress, unemployment, isolation, increased
family conflict, and deepening mental health
issues. For persons experiencing domestic
abuse, lockdowns and other COVID restric-
tions have forced them to spend more time
with their abuser and less time with their
support networks, increasing survivors’ dif-
ficulty trying to flee.

A grim reality is that flight from an abu-
sive situation often leaves survivors without
a place to call home. In response, Catholic
Charities operates two transitional housing
programs for domestic violence survivors.
While families are in a safe environment,
Charities supports them on their journey to-
ward healing and recovery with a long-term
goal of securing permanent housing and sta-
ble employment. We offer free legal services
including facilitating orders of protection
and court representation in matters of child
support and custody.

Although survivors may reside with us for
up to two years, families typically transition
after 12 to 14 months. Once a one-year hous-
ing agreement is secured, Charities arranges
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for the family to move into its new home.
With Charities support, survivors arrive with
a truckload of furniture, household supplies
and clothing, and often with savings between
$2,000 and $3,000.

Most important is their increased self-suf-
ficiency and their deep connection to a sup-
portive, faith-based community. Our pres-
ence continues in many survivors’ lives
through after care programming. For in-
stance, past residents attend support groups,
in English and Spanish. Survivors continue
coming to us for food, clothing, school sup-
plies, and other necessities.

Even through COVID, 100% of the survivors
we have served remained in stable perma-
nent housing. Prior to COVID, 68% sustained
full-time employment; today employment is
an ongoing struggle. Moreover, since the
pandemic, Charities has seen a 25% increase
in survivors coming back to us for basic ne-
cessities. Some may not have worked with
our team in years—but our doors remain
open.

This past winter, we began offering new
services for survivors of domestic violence
on the Westside of Chicago, where African
American and Latinx communities have
been hardest hit by COVID. Our staff offer
trauma-informed counseling and intensive
case management. We are collaborating with
churches, hospitals, and others to expand ac-
cess to free, confidential services for sur-
vivors. Together we are helping people re-
gain control of their lives and begin their
healing process.

Catholic Charities fulfills the Church’s role
in the mission of charity to anyone in need
by providing compassionate, competent and
professional services that strengthen and
support individuals, families and commu-
nities based on the value and dignity of
human life.

That’s why the FVPSA Re-Authorization
Act of 2021 (H.R. 2119) is so important to
Catholic Charities and to survivors in faith
communities all across the country. Our
shelters and healing recovery programs help
survivors rebuild their lives with hope and
dignity.

Thank you for your leadership and the
Committee’s work to eradicate gender-based
violence through the bipartisan Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA),
H.R. 2119. Catholic Charities endorses H.R.
2119 which will provide core supports and en-
hance comprehensive responses to domestic
violence and urges Members to vote YES on
final passage. FVPSA provides critical sup-
port for shelters, coalitions, training and
technical assistance centers, children’s serv-
ices, emergency response hotlines, sup-
portive services, and prevention initiatives.

We must continue to consider the ripple ef-
fect violence imposes on the health and well-
being of IPV survivors. Access to resources
and continuous supports can be a turning
point in a survivor’s journey towards healing
and living free from violence. Your contin-
ued leadership in the passage of this bill is
an action of service that responds to those
needs in trauma informed and culturally re-
sponsive ways.

Thank you again for your leadership on be-
half of survivors, their families, and their
communities around the country.

Sincerely,
AMI NOVORYTA,
Chief Program Officer,
Catholic Charities of
the Archdiocese of
Chicago.

Mrs. MCBATH. Since coming to Con-
gress, I have focused on protecting the
children and families of Georgia and
everyone all across this Nation, along
with children and families throughout
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this great Nation that we all serve here
today.

Working in close partnership with
local, State, and Tribal leadership, this
bipartisan legislation would reauthor-
ize and expand funding for programs fo-
cused on preventing family and domes-
tic violence, while also protecting its
survivors.

I am so proud of this legislation and
I am hopeful that it is one that we can
all support. We must come together to
support this law, recognizing that fam-
ily and domestic violence can affect all
Americans, no matter where they come
from. Domestic violence and family vi-
olence is not a partisan issue.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield an additional 1 minute
to the gentlewoman from Georgia.

Mrs. MCBATH. Madam Speaker, do-
mestic violence is not a partisan issue.
Family violence is not a partisan issue;
it is a public health crisis.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues everywhere, Republicans and
Democrats, to support the Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services Im-
provement Act by voting ‘“‘yes’ on H.R.
2119.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. GOOD).

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Person Speak-
er, I rise today in strong opposition to
H.R. 2119.

The other side of the aisle claims
that this would help families, but in-
stead, it would devastate them. The
bill would coerce faith-based providers,
as the gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina has already said, to violate their
deeply held beliefs or stop their work
altogether.

This bill would redefine the defini-
tion of sex, and it inserts gender iden-
tity language into U.S. Code. Isn’t that
the objective of this administration,
this majority, to force our faith-based
providers out of business and to rede-
fine sex and to change the identifica-
tion of gender?

My colleagues on the other side
claim they want to protect the family,
but instead, they have chosen to at-
tack the very bedrock of our country—
the moral principles and the tradi-
tional family that hold our families
and communities together.

In fact, mnearly everything that
plagues our society can be attributed
to a failure to follow God’s laws for
morality and His rules for and defini-
tion of marriage and family.

The very name of this bill is steeped
in irony—the Family Violence Preven-
tion and Services Improvement Act—as
it would truly inflict more violence on
unborn babies’ lives and force tax-
payers to fund the murder of unborn
life; again, consistent with the goals
and objectives of this administration
and this Democrat majority.

This would be a bad bill without its
attack on the unborn. This would be a
bad bill without its dangerous sexual
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orientation and gender identity provi-
sions, or SOGI. This is a bad bill be-
cause it spends over a billion dollars
more in expansive and intrusive gov-
ernment. Violence is already illegal.
We Republicans are against it in all
forms. This is a matter for local and
State law enforcement.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to vote against this bill, and I
will be doing so.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI),
the chair of the Subcommittee on Civil
Rights and Human Services.

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, I
rise in strong support of H.R. 2119, the
bipartisan Family Violence Prevention
and Services Improvement Act. As pol-
icymakers, we have an obligation to do
all we can to address the domestic vio-
lence epidemic and to support sur-
vivors.

In 2021, the annual Domestic Vio-
lence Counts Report from the National
Network to End Domestic Violence,
found that more than 76,000 adults and
children nationwide received poten-
tially lifesaving services from emer-
gency shelters and hotlines in one 24-
hour period. Tragically, during that
same day, more than 11,000 survivors’
requests could not be fulfilled because
of a lack of resources. That is unac-
ceptable.

We must better fulfill our responsi-
bility to the millions of survivors who
carry the trauma of experiencing do-
mestic violence, and whose safety and
well-being depends on access to these
services.

There is a clear need to update and
strengthen our Federal programs to
prevent intimate partner violence and
better serve survivors. This critical re-
authorization includes a much-needed
investment to increase funding for the
Family Violence and Prevention Serv-
ices Act, which will help close national
resource gaps.

Additionally, communities of color,
LGBTQ individuals, and people with
disabilities face disproportionate rates
of intimate partner violence while too
often having limited access to services.

Importantly, this bill will make sure
that resources do reach culturally-spe-
cific programs and community-based
organizations that are better equipped
to serve the needs of survivors who face
historic violence and systemic inequi-
ties.

As chair of the Civil Rights and
Human Services Subcommittee, I was
honored to hold a hearing that exam-
ined evidence-based solutions to pre-
vent and end domestic violence. Pass-
ing this legislation takes a critical
step in fulfilling our obligation to
eradicate intimate partner violence
wherever and whenever it occurs.

Madam Speaker, I thank Congress-
woman MCBATH and Chairman SCOTT
for their leadership in working to up-
date this important legislation to keep
individuals and families safe, and I
urge all of my colleagues to support
the bill.
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Madam Speaker, I include in the
RECORD letters in support of the bill
from the National Resource Center on
Domestic Violence and the National
Network to End Domestic Violence.

NATIONAL RESOURCE
CENTER ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE,
Harrisburg, PA, September 20, 2021.

Rep. NANCY PELOSI,

Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

Rep. BOBBY SCOTT,

Chairman, House Committee on Education &
Labor, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

Rep. STENY HOYER,

Majority Leader, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

Rep. KEVIN MCCARTHY,

Republican Leader, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI, MAJORITY LEADER
HOYER, CHAIRMAN SCOTT, AND REPUBLICAN
LEADER MCCARTHY: Thank you for your lead-
ership and the Committee’s work to eradi-
cate gender-based violence through the bi-
partisan Family Violence Prevention and
Services Act (FVPSA), H.R. 2119. The Na-
tional Resource Center on Domestic Vio-
lence (NRCDV) endorses H.R. 2119 which will
provide core supports and enhance com-
prehensive responses to domestic violence
and urges Members to vote YES on final pas-
sage. FVPSA provides critical support for
shelters, coalitions, training and technical
assistance centers, children’s services, emer-
gency response hotlines, and prevention ini-
tiatives.

In addition to its broader systems impact,
for over 25 years FVPSA has been a critical
resource to NRCDV’s efforts to provide
training, technical assistance, and resource
development. Through programming such as
the National Capacity Building Center on
Safe and Supportive Housing for Domestic
Violence Survivors and web resource reposi-
tories such as VAWAnet, which receives
300,000 site visits per day—an average of 800
visits per day from 210 countries and terri-
tories around the world, NRCDV can lead in-
novative and equitable solutions that ad-
dress the housing needs of survivors and re-
source needs of organizations serving them.

FVPSA also supports NRCDV’s work to
prevent domestic violence through the
PreventlPV Project. This project enhances
the capacity of state/territory domestic vio-
lence coalitions and community-based do-
mestic violence programs to advance a com-
prehensive national prevention agenda and
broaden support for the full implementation
of the agenda at the national, state, terri-
tory, and local levels. Additionally, the plat-
form provides communities with access to an
inventory of searchable tools and materials
utilized and developed by prevention experts
from across the country.

Finally, FVPSA supports NRCDV’s work
to support the facilitation, coordination, and
strategic collaboration amongst the Domes-
tic Violence Resource Network (DVRN). The
DVRN informs and strengthens domestic vio-
lence intervention and prevention efforts at
the individual, community, and society lev-
els through a network of two national re-
source centers, four special issue resource
centers, three culturally specific resource
centers, five emerging issue resource cen-
ters, and the National Domestic Violence
Hotline. These examples are only a minor
representation of the ways FVPSA supports
the work of NRCDV and enhances the impact
of on the ground advocacy efforts.

As you lead the efforts to pass H.R. 2119,
Family Violence Prevention and Services
Improvements Act, we thank you again for
your leadership on behalf of survivors, their
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families, and their communities around the
country.
Sincerely,
SHENNA MORRIS, M.A.,
Director of Policy, Na-
tional Resource Cen-
ter on Domestic Vio-
lence.
NATIONAL NETWORK TO END
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE,
Washington, DC, September 27, 2021.

Rep. NANCY PELOSI,

Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

Rep. BOBBY SCOTT,

Chairman, House Committee on Education &
Labor, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

Rep. STENY HOYER,

Majority Leader, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

Rep. KEVIN MCCARTHY,

Republican Leader, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI, MAJORITY LEADER
HOYER, CHAIRMAN SCOTT, AND REPUBLICAN
LEADER MCCARTHY: On behalf of our 56 mem-
ber state and territorial domestic violence
coalitions, their more than 2,000 local pro-
grams, and the millions of victims they
serve, the National Network to End Domes-
tic Violence (NNEDV) commends the Edu-
cation and Labor Committee for passage of
the bipartisan Family Violence Prevention
and Services Improvement Act (FVPSA),
H.R. 2119. H.R. 2119 would bolster existing
FVPSA programs and increase authorized
funding, while expanding access to tribes,
tribal coalitions working to end domestic vi-
olence, culturally specific programs, and
other underserved communities. We write
today to express NNEDV’s strong support for
the bill as reported out of Committee and to
urge all Members to vote yes on final pas-
sage.

FVPSA is at the heart of our nation’s re-
sponse to domestic violence services and sup-
ports lifesaving services including emer-
gency shelters, crisis hotlines, counseling,
legal assistance, and prevention education
for communities throughout the TUnited
States, American Indian and Alaska Native
communities, and U.S. territories. First au-
thorized in 1984 and administered by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services,
FVPSA is the only federal funding source
dedicated to domestic violence shelters and
programs. FVPSA expired in 2015 and must
be reauthorized with key enhancements in
order to meet the growing needs of survivors.

Over 1,500 local, public, private, nonprofit,
and faith-based organizations domestic vio-
lence programs rely on FVPSA-funding to
keep their doors open to more than 1.3 mil-
lion victims seeking safety each year.
NNEDV’s 156th Annual Domestic Violence
Counts reports that on just one day in 2020,
76,6256 domestic violence victims and their
children received essential services ranging
from shelter to counseling to legal advocacy.
However, on that same day, 11,047 requests
for services went unmet due to lack of re-
sources. Many communities and tribes cur-
rently have very limited access to FVPSA
funds. H.R. 2119 would bolster existing
FVPSA programs and increase authorized
funding, while expanding access to tribes,
tribal coalitions working to end domestic vi-
olence, culturally specific programs, and
other underserved communities. It is vital
that access to FVPSA funds be expanded
through the passage of this bill.

The COVID-19 pandemic has disproportion-
ately affected survivors of domestic violence,
dating violence, and family violence. Sur-
vivors are at risk in a time of heightened
economic, health, familial, and emotional
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trauma. Direct service providers are also
grappling with the unprecedented challenge
of housing survivors and providing life-sav-
ing services while following distance and
separation protocols. The improvements
made in this bill will greatly help meet the
needs of survivors in the current crisis and
beyond.

The important improvements in H.R. 2119
reflect the priorities of the domestic vio-
lence field and the diverse needs of survivors.
These improvements include:

Bolstering and investing in lifesaving core
victim services and shelters;

Expanding support for and access to cul-
turally specific programs by authorizing a
new grant program to provide enhanced ac-
cess to services for racial and ethnic minor-
ity populations;

Strengthening the capacity of Indian
tribes to exercise their sovereign authority
to more fully respond to domestic violence
in their communities by increasing resources
for tribes, authorizing funding for tribal coa-
litions, and authorizing the currently funded
Alaska Native Women’s Resource Center;

Meaningfully investing in domestic vio-
lence prevention by increasing support for
evidenceinformed prevention projects and
funding new initiatives that bring these ap-
proaches to more communities across the
country;

Creating a new underserved populations
grant program; and

Increasing the funding authorization level
to respond to very low per-program funding
levels and adjusting the current formula to
increase access to FVPSA funds for pro-
grams not currently funded.

The bipartisan Family Violence Preven-
tion and Services Improvement Act (H.R.
2119) provides meaningful investments in and
expanded support for lifesaving domestic vio-
lence shelters and services, including preven-
tion, throughout the country. NNEDV
strongly endorses H.R. 2119 as reported out of
Committee and urges all Members to vote
yes on final passage.

Sincerely,
DEBORAH J. VAGINS,
NNEDYV President and CEO.

O 1245

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Illinois (Mrs. MIL-
LER).

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I cannot in good conscience
support legislation that opens the door
to Federal dollars being used to harm
our most vulnerable—the unborn.

Current law prohibits Federal fund-
ing from being used to pay for reim-
bursements for medical services while
still allowing domestic violence vic-
tims to obtain referrals to have their
healthcare needs met. This prohibition,
coupled with the longstanding Hyde
amendment included in annual appro-
priations, has long been supported by
Democrats, including President Biden.

This precedent ensures that tax dol-
lars under this law do not pay for abor-
tion services either directly or indi-
rectly.

Sadly, committee Democrats are pro-
posing to strike this prohibition from
the law. Along with their public inten-
tions to strike the Hyde amendment, I
am concerned that this bill could lead
to taxpayer dollars being used to fund
abortions instead.

My amendment would have main-
tained current law and made clear that
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FVPSA funds cannot be used for abor-
tion services or abortion referrals. This
will ensure that even as Democrats
make an extreme push to repeal Hyde,
these funds will not be used for such
services.

A Marist Poll from earlier this year
indicated that 58 percent of Americans
opposed taxpayer funding of abortion—
or we could say inducement for women
to have abortions. We should not force
taxpayers to fund services that violate
their strongly held beliefs. This amend-
ment ensures that this does not occur.

Madam Speaker, I strongly urge my
colleagues to support this amendment.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. MAN-
NING), who is a distinguished member
of the Committee on Education and
Labor.

Ms. MANNING. Madam Speaker, I in-
clude in the RECORD a letter of support
from Jewish Women International.

JEWISH WOMEN INTERNATIONAL,
Washington, DC, October 8th, 2021.

Rep. NANCY PELOSI,

Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

Rep. BOBBY SCOTT,

Chairman, House Committee on Education &
Labor, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

Rep. STENY HOYER,

Majority Leader, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

Rep. KEVIN MCCARTHY,

Republican Leader, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI, MAJORITY LEADER
HOYER, CHAIRMAN SCOTT, AND REPUBLICAN
LEADER MCCARTHY: Jewish Women Inter-
national JWI) writes to urge the House to
vote yes on the final passage of the Family
Violence Prevention and Services Improve-
ments Act (FVPSA), H.R. 2119 which pro-
vides essential support for domestic violence
shelters and programs.

The core funding provided by FVPSA sup-
ports more than 1,500 local public, private,
nonprofit, and faithbased organizations and
programs and over 240 Tribes and Tribal or-
ganizations in their response to the urgent
needs of over 1.3 million domestic violence
victims and their children. This act also cre-
ates a new underserved populations grant
program which will enable these groups to
receive services from culturally specific pro-
grams that they are more likely to seek as-
sistance from and that can better meet their
needs.

JWI understands that FVSPA (H.R. 2119)
clarifies that discrimination based on sexual
orientation or gender identity is prohibited
under the law. This is in line with existing
law. JWI strongly and urgently is in support
of the non-discrimination clarification in-
cluded in H.R. 2119.

JWI’'s work focuses on the nexus of faith
and domestic violence. As the convener of
the National Collaborative of Jewish Domes-
tic Violence Programs, the Clergy Taskforce
on Domestic Abuse in the Jewish Commu-
nity, and the Interfaith Coalition Against
Sexual and Domestic Violence, JWI is well
aware of the critical supports provided by
faith communities to survivors and their
children. Our 2021 National Needs Assess-
ment on Domestic Abuse in the Jewish Com-
munity confirms that survivors seek domes-
tic violence services that are inclusive of
their religious traditions and that maintain
their connection to their existing religious
community.
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JWI understands that FVSPA (H.R. 2119)
clarifies that discrimination based on sexual
orientation or gender identity is prohibited
under the law. This is in line with existing
law. JWI strongly and urgently is in support
of the non-discrimination clarification in-
cluded in H.R. 2119. Our deeply held religious
values mandate treating all people with dig-
nity and respect and providing all survivors
with the services they require.

We urge the House to pass the full FVPSA
to avoid failing the more than a million sur-
vivors and children who rely on these pro-
grams and ensure their needs are met.

Sincerely,
MEREDITH JACOBS, CEO,
Jewish Women International.

Ms. MANNING. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to express my strong support
for the reauthorization of the Family
Violence Prevention and Services Im-
provement Act. This act was the first
Federal law to provide resources for
survivors of domestic violence and re-
mains the primary source of funding
for shelters.

This critical legislation hasn’t been
reauthorized since 2010, leaving vital
programs like crisis counseling and
safety planning underfunded and out-
dated. In North Carolina, a staggering
35 percent of women and 30 percent of
men experience intimate partner vio-
lence or stalking. COVID-19 has only
further increased intimate partner vio-
lence rates and has put a strain on
services survivors urgently need.

No individual should have to endure
the trauma of domestic violence. We
must ensure victims have access to the
support and resources necessary for
their safety and well-being. We cannot
turn our backs on our neighbors in
need. During this Domestic Violence
Awareness Month, I urge my colleagues
to join me in reauthorizing this impor-
tant act.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield
1% minutes to the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. B0oST), who is the ranking
member of the Armed Services Com-
mittee.

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, preventing domestic
violence and supporting survivors
should never be a partisan issue. Unfor-
tunately, this bill makes it one.

First, by removing the prohibition on
reimbursements for healthcare serv-
ices, my colleagues across the aisle
would allow for Federal funding from
this bill to be used to pay for abortion
services.

Secondly, it includes provisions that
will effectively bar faith-based organi-
zations from participating in these do-
mestic violence prevention and sur-
vivor support programs. These organi-
zations play a vitally important role in
providing support to women, children,
and families who are in need.

We should be providing survivors
with as many lifelines as we can, not
alienating care providers based on
their religious beliefs.

Madam Speaker, I urge a ‘‘no’ vote
on this bill to protect the lives of the
unborn and request we revisit a clean
reauthorization of this legislation.
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Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. MRVAN) who
is a distinguished member of the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor.

Mr. MRVAN. Madam Speaker, 1
thank Chairman ScOTT for this time.

Madam Speaker, throughout my ca-
reer, I have witnessed the direct, posi-
tive impact of programs and shelters
such as the St. Jude House in Crown
Point, Indiana, and the Haven House in
Hammond, Indiana, which provide hope
and resources for survivors and help
prevent and protect against domestic
violence. That is why I rise today in
strong support of H.R. 2119, the Family
Violence Prevention Act and Services
Improvement Act.

The increase in domestic partner vio-
lence is alarming, particularly as many
individuals have 1lost valuable re-
sources to aid them due to the pan-
demic and are forced to remain in close
quarters with their abusers. As an ad-
ministrator of emergency assistance
for 15 years, I remain deeply concerned
about the mental, physical, and emo-
tional trauma survivors and their chil-
dren endure.

As one of the most effective Federal
investments in preventing domestic vi-
olence, Congress must pass this meas-
ure to reauthorize and improve family
violence and prevention service pro-
grams.

Madam Speaker, I appreciate the
leadership of Chairman ScoTT, Rep-
resentative MCBATH, and the Edu-
cation and Labor Committee, and I en-
courage my colleagues to support this
measure.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, currently the Sec-
retary of HHS has unimpeded author-
ity to create resource centers under
FVPSA that are meant to provide vic-
tims of domestic violence with help.
Unfortunately, the number of resource
centers has grown in recent years with-
out the public’s knowledge. A brief
look at the websites of these organiza-
tions reveals that a number of these
centers are using taxpayer money to
promote a progressive ideology on gen-
der and sexuality instead of simply
supporting victims of domestic vio-
lence. Taxpayers deserve to know the
mission and purpose of these resource
centers and whether they are effective.

The Republican substitute requires
the Secretary to provide notice to Con-
gress before creating additional re-
source centers. Additionally, it re-
quires the Government Accountability
Office to issue a report on the effec-
tiveness of these resource centers and
provide recommendations for improve-
ments on how they can do a better job
delivering services to victims.

Madam Speaker, money is scarce and
getting scarcer, and we need to know
that taxpayer dollars are being spent
wisely.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms. WILD),
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who is a distinguished member of the
Committee on Education and Labor.

Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker, I rise in
support of the bipartisan Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services Im-
provement Act of 2021, and, quite hon-
estly, it is just mind-boggling to me
that anybody could find anything to
criticize about this bill.

Since it was signed into law four dec-
ades ago, the Family Violence Preven-
tion and Services Improvement Act has
remained the main source of Federal
funding for the domestic violence shel-
ters in which so many of the most vul-
nerable people in our society find safe-
ty.
Despite the progress that we have
made in this country in acknowledging
the scourge of domestic violence, Con-
gress has not provided the necessary
resources to keep pace with this crisis.
This bill would reauthorize programs
that have not been fully funded in
more than a decade, since 2010—pro-
grams that are a literal lifeline for all
those who are facing domestic violence
across the country.

Domestic violence affects millions of
Americans. According to the Centers
for Disease Control, around one in five
homicide victims across our Nation are
killed by an intimate partner, and ap-
proximately one in every five women
and one in every seven men in the
United States will experience major
physical violence from an intimate
partner at some point in their lives.

Madam Speaker, we must pass this
critical legislation.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, victims of domestic
violence should not lose important
faith-based assistance simply because
bureaucrats in Washington don’t share
the same beliefs. Our freedom of reli-
gion is the number one freedom out-
lined in the Bill of Rights, and yet our
friends often on the other side of the
aisle seem to forget that and want to
trample on that right. Faith-based pro-
viders have helped victims of domestic
violence for years, and they should not
be forced to abandon their mission be-
cause progressives want to use tax-
payer resources to promote a progres-
sive ideology on gender and sexuality.

As we learned from our witness at a
hearing on this program, sometimes
victims need to hear from faith leaders
to feel really safe and able to get help.
We should not jeopardize that lifeline.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms.
ADAMS), who is the chair of the Sub-
committee on Workforce Protections.

Ms. ADAMS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to speak in strong support of re-
authorizing the Family Violence Pro-
tection and Services Improvement Act.
As a survivor of intimate partner vio-
lence, I can tell you that this piece of
legislation is so very important.

For 37 years the bipartisan Family
Violence Prevention and Services Act
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has supported survivors of domestic vi-
olence and their children. FVPSA helps
local governments and service pro-
viders prevent violence. It protects
families and victims in their most vul-
nerable moments. This time around,
FVPSA has strong components of cul-
turally specific programs, underscoring
the sad truth: that victims from all
communities need support.

This reauthorization comes at a crit-
ical time for State and local organiza-
tions in this space. The COVID-19 pan-
demic has not only led to an increase
in domestic violence, it has also led to
budget cuts for many organizations
which work to combat violence.

Whether it is in the House of Rep-
resentatives or the house next door or
my house, we must always speak out
against the harmful effects of violence,
especially against women.

Madam Speaker, let’s pass this bill.
We will keep working for a future free
from domestic violence and intimate
partner violence.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Ms. NEWMAN).

Ms. NEWMAN. Madam Speaker, I
rise today on behalf of America’s sur-
vivors of domestic violence, millions of
whom live in every corner of this coun-
try and every single congressional dis-
trict represented here today.

Madam Speaker, I am proud to vote
to pass the Family Violence Preven-
tion and Services Improvement Act so
that we can expand support, protec-
tion, and prevention for these sur-
vivors.

But we must do more. In a recent
survey of domestic violence service
providers, 90 percent reported increased
demand for mental health services;
however, only 12 percent of respondents
said that their program is very pre-
pared to meet the needs of adult sur-
vivors with more severe or disabling
mental health challenges.

We need help with mental healthcare
in this country. I don’t think that is a
secret to anybody. That is why my
amendment would ensure domestic vio-
lence coalitions can partner with men-
tal health and substance abuse pro-
viders for domestic violence programs.

By passing this amendment, we can
provide survivors with the mental
health support they need and deserve,
especially those from underserved com-
munities, including: racial and ethnic
minorities, people with disabilities,
seniors, and youth.

O 1300

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, the Democrats’ bill
strikes a current law provision that re-
quires certain grant recipients to pro-
vide a non-Federal match for the tax-
payer dollars they receive under
FVPSA.

Madam Speaker, I agree with my col-
leagues who have indicated that fund-
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ing for domestic violence is not a Fed-
eral responsibility. It is a State and
local responsibility. The 10th Amend-
ment of the Constitution said if their
responsibilities were not outlined in
the Constitution for the Federal Gov-
ernment to do, then those responsibil-
ities were left to the States and to the
people themselves.

However, I am a realist. The Federal
Government stepped into this space, in
a bipartisan manner, many, many
years ago. So, taxpayers paying taxes
at the Federal level have been sup-
porting these programs for a long time.
However, it is appropriate that there
be a local match for this to show that
local people have an interest in these
programs and believe they should be
supported.

Furthermore, Democrats are refusing
to acknowledge that we are nearly $30
trillion in debt and going up in debt
quickly, going down the tubes quickly.
Their radical taxing and spending spree
is intended to create the largest Fed-
eral Government expansion since the
New Deal. Frankly, many of them brag
about this, which is unbelievable to
me.

But Republicans are committed to
ensuring taxpayer dollars are used effi-
ciently and effectively. That is why the
Republican substitute amendment and
my amendment ensure the important
non-Federal match provision under
FVPSA remains in place. We need some
local skin in the game.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms. DEAN).

Ms. DEAN. Madam Speaker, I thank
the chairman for yielding.

Domestic violence diminishes us all,
and we all have a role to play to pre-
vent abuse, save lives, and protect vic-
tims, which is why I stand in strong
support of my colleague and friend
Congresswoman MCBATH’s Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services Im-
provement Act.

This thoughtful legislation will ex-
pand funding for lifesaving services,
such as emergency shelter, a crisis hot-
line, counseling, and legal assistance.
It is focused on protecting survivors
and preventing domestic violence.

The need for safe spaces is in des-
perate demand. This need has only in-
creased with the pandemic. Abusers are
now leveraging circumstances to exert
new power and control tactics, like
withholding information about COVID-
19 and preventing access to medical
care.

Our work must match this uniquely
challenging time, and I believe this
legislation does just that.

Recently, I visited Laurel House, a
domestic violence nonprofit organiza-
tion in my district, and I think of how
this bill would support their mission.

Madam Speaker, I thank Representa-
tive MCBATH. This legislation will save
lives.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.
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Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN).

Mr. GREEN of Texas. And still I rise,
Madam Speaker. And I thank the
chairman, Chairman ScoTT, for the op-
portunity to be heard.

Madam Speaker, I support this legis-
lation because, on any given night or
day, in 2020, around 11,000 requests for
domestic violence services went unmet,
and this was due to a lack of resources.
We have the resources; they are just
not getting to the people.

This is what we can do to make a dif-
ference in the lives of 11,000 people. I
will do what I can. I support the legis-
lation.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I include in the RECORD a
Statement of Administration Policy in
support of the legislation.

STATEMENT OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY
H.R. 2119—FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND

SERVICES IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2021—REP.

MCBATH, D-GA, AND 83 COSPONSORS

The Administration strongly supports
House passage of H.R. 2119, the Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services Improvement
Act of 2021. Congress first enacted the Fam-
ily Violence Prevention and Services Act
(FVPSA) in 1984 to provide resources to ad-
dress domestic violence as a public health
issue and to support life-saving services and
prevention programs throughout the nation.
FVPSA, last reauthorized in 2010, allocates
funding to states and territories that reaches
over 1,600 domestic violence shelters and
services programs, as well as funding for
over 240 tribes and tribal organizations, to
address and prevent domestic violence and
dating violence. FVPSA also provides fund-
ing for a network of state and territorial do-
mestic violence coalitions, the National Do-
mestic Violence Hotline, and national tech-
nical assistance providers that provide train-
ing and capacity building to ensure that
vital services and support are available to in-
dividuals experiencing domestic violence and
their children. Additionally, FVPSA funds
the DELTA program, which provides funds
to design, implement, and evaluate innova-
tive domestic violence and dating violence
prevention models.

As a result of FVPSA funding, each year
approximately 1.3 million survivors receive
critical services such as emergency shelter,
crisis counseling, safety planning, assistance
in seeking an order of protection, and assist-
ance recovering from financial abuse and ad-
dressing housing insecurity. Nonetheless, re-
search demonstrates that the need for serv-
ices continues to outpace availability and
many survivors are unable to access critical
services and support. Furthermore, the
COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated eco-
nomic insecurity, increased isolation, and
compounded barriers faced by victims and
survivors in seeking safety and stability,
particularly for those from historically
marginalized communities.

H.R. 2119 is a bipartisan bill that will au-
thorize increased funding to strengthen ex-
isting services while expanding access to
tribes and tribal coalitions, culturally-spe-
cific programs, and other underserved com-
munities. It will also expand investments in
domestic violence prevention by increasing
support for existing evidence-based, commu-
nity projects and by funding new initiatives
to reach more communities nationwide. The
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Administration urges swift passage of this

legislation.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I include in the RECORD a let-
ter from the family violence preven-
tion working group, a coalition of na-
tional organizations working on do-
mestic violence issues.

SEPTEMBER 20, 2021.

Rep. NANCY PELOSI,

Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

Rep. STENY HOYER,

Majority Leader, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

Rep. BOBBY SCOTT,

Chairman, House Committee on Education &
Labor, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

Rep. KEVIN MCCARTHY,

Republican Leader, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI, MAJORITY LEADER
HOYER, CHAIRMAN SCOTT, and REPUBLICAN
LEADER MCCARTHY: The undersigned organi-
zations thank the Committee for passage of
the Amendment in the Nature of a Sub-
stitute (ANS) to the bipartisan Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services Improvements
Act (FVPSA), H.R. 2119, to re-authorize core
support and enhance comprehensive re-
sponses to domestic violence, family vio-
lence, and dating violence. We write today to
express our profound support for the bill and
write to urge all Members vote yes on final
passage. FVPSA provides critical support for
shelters, coalitions, training and technical
assistance centers, children’s services, emer-
gency response hotlines, and prevention ini-
tiatives. This bill also expands grant pro-
grams and makes many needed improve-
ments to ensure more survivors of domestic
violence, family violence and dating violence
have access to support and safety.

FVPSA provides core funding to support
more than 1,500 local, public, private, non-
profit and faith-based organizations and pro-
grams and over 250 tribes and tribal organi-
zations in responding to the urgent needs of
over 1.3 million domestic violence victims
and their children. As you know, there is
still an urgent need to increase survivors’ ac-
cess to these vital programs as well as to ad-
dress current unmet needs. Estimates show
that due to a lack of capacity, nearly 200,000
requests for shelter can go unmet in a year.
As demonstrated in the annual survey of the
National Network to End Domestic Violence,
in just one day in 2020, programs across the
country were unable to meet 11,407 requests
from survivors (requests for emergency shel-
ter, housing, transportation, childcare, coun-
seling, legal representation, and other sup-
portive services).

The COVID-19 pandemic has disproportion-
ately affected survivors of domestic violence,
dating violence, and family violence. Sur-
vivors are at risk in a time of heightened
economic, health, familial, and emotional
trauma. Direct service providers are also
grappling with the unprecedented challenge
of housing survivors and providing life-sav-
ing services while following distance and
separation protocols. The improvements
made in this bill will greatly help meet the
needs of survivors in the current crisis and
beyond.

The important improvements in H.R. 2119
reflect the priorities of the domestic vio-
lence field and the diverse needs of survivors,
including:

Increasing the funding authorization level
to address very low per-program funding lev-
els and provide access to FVPSA funds for
more programs not currently funded.

Updating provisions and definitions to en-
sure access to services for all survivors, bet-
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ter alignment with related statutes, and re-
flect evolving best practices amongst service
providers to provide uniform guidance to the
domestic violence field.

Strengthening the capacity of Indian
Tribes to exercise their sovereign authority
to respond more fully to domestic violence
in their communities, and authorizing fund-
ing for tribal coalitions and the currently
funded Alaska Native Women’s Resource
Center.

Bolstering support for all survivors
through a grant program that increases the
capacity of culturally specific community-
based organizations to expand access to safe-
ty for survivors of color, as well as provi-
sions that promote best practices.

Providing a more robust investment in pre-
vention by bringing evidence-informed pre-
vention initiatives to more tribes, states,
and local communities across the country.

Continuing and expanding support for na-
tional technical assistance (TA) centers and
their work to develop effective policy, prac-
tice, research, and cross-system collabora-
tions.

Updating provisions to include additional
access and resources for survivors with dis-
abilities and Deaf survivors, including a new
TA center on enhancing accessible services
for those survivors.

Updating provisions for the National Do-
mestic Violence Hotline and hotline services
for underrepresented populations, including
American Indians, Alaskan Natives and Deaf
survivors.

Creating an underserved grant program to
increase access to safety for populations that
face additional barriers.

We must continue to ensure that when sur-
vivors take the courageous step to reach out
for support, individuals, organizations and
institutions are prepared to address the risks
faced by survivors and their children and im-
prove efforts to create pathways to enhanced
safety and well-being.

As you lead the efforts to pass the bill out
of the House, we thank you again for your
leadership on behalf of survivors, their fami-
lies, and their communities around the coun-
try, and hope the bill moves swiftly through
a vote by the full House of Representatives
on final passage.

Sincerely,

Alaska Native Women’s Resource Center
(AKNWRC); Alliance of Tribal Coalitions to
End Violence (ATCEV); Asian Pacific Insti-
tute on Gender-Based Violence (API-GBYV);
Battered Women’s Justice Project (BWJP);
Casa de Esperanza: National Latin@ Net-
work for Healthy Families and Communities;
Futures Without Violence; Lovelace Con-
sulting, Inc.; National Center on Domestic
Violence, Trauma & Mental Health
(NCDVTMH); National Clearinghouse for the
Defense of Battered Women; National Coali-
tion Against Domestic Violence (NCADYV);
National Coalition of Anti-Violence Pro-
grams (NCAVP); National Congress of Amer-
ican Indians (NCAI); National Domestic Vio-
lence Hotline (The Hotline); National Indige-
nous Women’s Resource Center (NIWRC); Na-
tional LGBTQ Institute on IPV; National
Network to End Domestic Violence
(NNEDV); StrongHearts Native Helpline; The
National Resource Center on Domestic Vio-
lence (NRCDV); Ujima: National Center on
Violence Against Women in the Black Com-
munity; YWCA USA.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE),
chair of the Subcommittee on Crime,
Terrorism, and Homeland Security.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I thank the gentleman for bringing



H5902

outstanding leadership to this issue.
And I thank my good friend, Congress-
woman MCBATH, for her outstanding
leadership on helping to reauthorize
this very important legislation that
really saves lives.

In my own district, we lost a heroic
Sergeant Preston of the Houston Police
Department for one of the most dan-
gerous calls that police get, domestic
violence. He was killed. The 11-year-old
son was shot, but, thank God, he sur-
vived. What terrible, senseless vio-
lence.

We know that in this program, more
than 76,000 people a day are helped. It
is important to take note of the fact
that intimate partnership violence is a
crucial element of this legislation. To
be able to reauthorize the Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services Im-
provement Act is to save lives.

In addition, it is important to take
note of my amendment that has been
accepted. I look forward to debating it
on the floor and the $2 million extra
that the State of Texas will give.

But the most important part of it is
the recognition that we will save lives
and help to bring families together and
to unify the Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. I yield the
gentlewoman an additional 1 minute.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. As indicated,
76,000 victims of domestic violence are
helped, but 11,000 are unable to get help
because of the lack of funding.

It is important, as well, to note that,
on average, more than one in three
women and one in four men in the
United States will experience rape,
physical violence and/or stalking by an
intimate partner.

It is also important to relieve the
regulations, the strangulations that
were on this bill before. It now opens it
to up provide more to individuals who
are suffering.

What we want to do is to end family
domestic violence, and what we want
to do is to end that intimate partner
violence and bring families together,
protect children. I am supporting this
legislation, and I believe it is long
overdue.

Madam Speaker, | rise in support of the
Jackson Lee Amendment to H.R. 2119, the
Family Violence Prevention and Services Im-
provement Act, which makes a good bill even
better.

| thank my colleague, Congresswoman
MCBATH of Georgia, for introducing this impor-
tant legislation which will improve the protec-
tion and prevention for Americans affected by
family violence, domestic violence, and dating
violence.

The Jackson Lee Amendment improves the
bill by requiring the Comptroller of the United
states to produce a report on the success of
outreach efforts to minority communities.

Through the Family Violence Prevention and
Services Act (FVPSA), survivors receive serv-
ices such as emergency shelter, crisis coun-
seling, safety planning, and assistance recov-
ering from financial abuse and housing insecu-
rity.
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FVPSA is the only federal funding source
dedicated to providing support to domestic vio-
lence shelters and programs.

Madam Speaker, this bill marks an historic
effort to acknowledge and address the unique
suffering of family violence survivors from
marginalized communities.

| thank the Rules Committee for including
my amendment, because this amendment is
straightforward and makes this important bill
even more effective than it already is.

We must recognize that not all survivors are
a monolith.

Different communities and cultures have dif-
ferent perceptions of domestic violence and
reactions to it—therefore different communities
and cultures need different treatments and
prevention measures to address domestic vio-
lence.

That is why | am proud to support this bill,
which includes provisions that are tailored to
these specific populations.

Such provisions include:

1. Providing new grants to local programs
serving culturally specific or traditionally under-
served communities;

2. Increasing access for survivors from ra-
cial and ethnic communities to services by
creating a national grant program to build the
capacity to address domestic violence; and

3. Increasing funding for Native American
tribes by allocating tribal grants as a set-aside
to acknowledge their sovereign authority.

These are laudable initiatives, and my
amendment goes a step ’ further to sustain
this commitment by adding a requirement that
the Comptroller of the United States must
produce a report on the success of outreach
efforts to minorities.

Specifically, my amendment requires the
Comptroller General to include in the study
and report described in Section 19 the results
of outreach efforts conducted pursuant to sec-
tion 308 to certain groups—including racial
and ethnic minorities, individuals with disabil-
ities, tribal populations, and individuals who
are geographically isolated—regarding in-
creasing the availability and ease of access to
services.

Simply put, receiving accurate feedback
about our efforts will inform our decision-mak-
ing, allowing us to adapt and improve upon
our programs to reach more minority sur-
vivors.

It is these communities specifically that are
in the most need of our help.

In my home state of Texas, 29 percent of
domestic violence victims are Black despite
making up only 12 percent of the population.

The share of domestic violence victims in
Texas who are Native American is twice as
much as the proportion of Natives in the gen-
eral population.

Madam Speaker, no member should be
complacent with these egregious statistics.

With this bill’s increased commitment to pre-
vention and treatment of family violence, we
are sending a message to survivors that you
are not forgotten.

For these reasons, | encourage all Members
to support H.R. 2119, the “Family Violence
and Prevention Services Improvement Act.”

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I am prepared to close. I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Madam Speaker, this bill contains a
number of provisions that are well-
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known poison pills for Republicans.
Democrats can’t claim this is a bipar-
tisan bill when it takes far-left posi-
tions on multiple social issues that are
unrelated to FVPSA’s purposes.

This bill was rejected on a party-line
basis at a committee markup. Demo-
crats ignored the long history of bipar-
tisan reauthorizations and included
poison pills and not moving forward.

The Senate was able to leave politics
at the door, and there is no reason for
the House not to do the same.

Madam Speaker, the majority of
Americans oppose using their hard-
earned money to pay for abortions. A
Marist Poll conducted earlier this year
showed that as many as 58 percent op-
pose using tax dollars to fund abor-
tions.

We have repeatedly seen Democrats
attack the lifesaving Hyde amendment.
This, along with the removal of a long-
standing prohibition on using FVPSA
funding to reimburse for healthcare
services, would risk forcing taxpayers
to fund abortions under this program.

FVPSA dollars are meant to offer
hope and healing to victims of domes-
tic violence, not bring harm to inno-
cent lives.

Madam Speaker, victims of domestic
violence deserve access to the expertise
and resources necessary to aid them in
their time of crisis, free from political
interference. The Democrats’ partisan
proposal could harm the unborn and
obstruct high-quality providers from
offering services to domestic violence
victims.

As I said before, FVPSA should not
be an instrument for partisan policies,
especially those that threaten religious
liberties.

Committee Republicans want to con-
tinue FVPSA’s history of bipartisan-
ship, yet Democrats have upended the
previously bipartisan balance between
prevention services and support for vic-
tims and children at the behest of spe-
cial interest groups. This is shameful.

I encourage my colleagues to vote
“no”” on H.R. 2119, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of
my time.

Madam Speaker, I have to respond to
a comment about the budget. I would
point out and remind everyone that
since the 1960s, every Democratic
President has ended an administration
with a better deficit situation than
they inherited, without exception. And
every Republican administration has
ended their administration with a
worse deficit situation than they inher-
ited, without exception. The last Presi-
dent was well on his way to fulfilling
that trend before the pandemic.

The Build Back Better and the trans-
portation plans are in the process of
being paid for so they will not be add-
ing to the deficit.

Madam Speaker, each person in this
Chamber should agree that we must do
more to address intimate partner vio-
lence in this country. The critical serv-
ices for survivors under the Family Vi-
olence Prevention and Services Act
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have now expired, have been expired for
more than 5 years, and are in urgent
need of updates.

During the pandemic, many survivors
have been isolated with their abusers,
while the gaps in our response to do-
mestic violence have been exacerbated.
This is not the time for Congress to
stand by while our communities con-
tinue to endure the far-reaching and
lifelong impacts of this public health
crisis. Now is the time for Congress to
take action.

As we face new challenges during the
pandemic, we must ensure that sur-
vivors in our most vulnerable commu-
nities have access to the support serv-
ices they need. We must prioritize ef-
fective prevention strategies that stop
intimate partner violence from occur-
ring in the first place.

Madam Speaker, each of us has the
responsibility to do our part to fight
against domestic violence. The bill be-
fore us is an opportunity to come to-
gether and reaffirm our commitment
to supporting survivors and preventing
all Americans from suffering the dev-
astating consequences of intimate
partner violence.

I want to thank all the bipartisan
sponsors for their leadership and for
their work to pass this urgent legisla-
tion. I urge my colleagues to support
the Family Violence Prevention and
Services Improvement Act of 2021, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H.R. 2119, the Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services Improvement
Act.

October is Domestic Violence Awareness
Month, and now more than ever, we must re-
commit ourselves to eliminating the threat of
domestic violence and ensure survivors have
the support they need to heal physically, men-
tally, and emotionally.

The bill before us today is the only federal
funding source dedicated to domestic violence
prevention programs, and it is critical this bill
is passed to continue funding lifesaving serv-
ices like emergency shelters, counseling, and
crisis hotlines for survivors and their children.

FVPSA has been a key pillar in our nation’s
strategy to eradicate domestic violence. It has
made a difference in my home state. and this
bill is estimated to provide a 50 percent fund-
ing increase to $4.5 million that will undoubt-
edly strengthen care for survivors across
Michigan.

In addition to improving this law and in-
creasing its resources, we must continue
working together to advance comprehensive
legislative solutions that protect Americans
from the threat of domestic violence.

This issue is personal for me—I've seen it
up close growing up. No woman, no child, no
person, and no family should fear for their life
because of domestic violence. That's why |
am a proud co-chair of the Bipartisan Working
Group to End Domestic Violence, a group we
established in 2018 to unite members from
both sides of the aisle to achieve a common
purpose: ending domestic violence.

This is not a partisan issue—it's an Amer-
ican issue—and | am honored to work along-
side a bipartisan coalition of members who are
just as dedicated to accomplishing this task.
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Our goal today, tomorrow, and each day after
will be to end domestic violence and ensure
survivors are given the support they deserve.

Earlier this year, the House also reauthor-
ized the Violence Against Women Act. This bill
includes vital improvements to address gaps
that have been identified by survivors, and |
was glad several legislative pieces of mine
were included in its reauthorization.

My Zero Tolerance for Domestic Abusers
Act was again included that would close loop-
holes that make it easy for domestic abusers
to purchase weapons without passing a back-
ground check. Additionally, this bill reauthor-
izes the VAWA Health program at increased
levels that helps train health care providers
and strengthens collaborations between public
health and domestic violence agencies. Fi-
nally, it includes my amendment that would
update how survivors of domestic violence can
obtain protection orders.

Our work is far from over. Without reauthor-
ization of FVPSA and VAWA, programs to
help survivors are losing critical funding. We
must demonstrate that protecting and expand-
ing resources for survivors are top priorities. |
urge all my colleagues to support me in pass-
ing this important piece of legislation, and |
call on the Senate to swiftly act to protect sur-
vivors across the nation.

I would like to thank leadership for bringing
this bill to the floor and my colleagues, Reps.
MCBATH, MOORE, YOUNG, and KATKO for their
bipartisan work on this bill.

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker, today |
rise in strong support of H.R. 2119—the Fam-
ily Violence Prevention and Service Improve-
ment Act.

This bill heavily invests in resources and
programs to protect and support women like
Gladys Ricart, a 39-year-old-woman and
former constituent of mine who was killed by
her ex-boyfriend on her wedding day.

After years of physical and mental abuse,
she left him to move on with her life, even as
he continued to threaten and stalk her.

As she moved on, she met her soulmate,
and was happy and eager to marry the man
of her dreams.

What should have been one of the happiest
days of her life, was instead her last. Her ex-
abuser fatally shot Gladys on her wedding
day. But her legacy lives on and in 2001, the
Brides March was created to remember Glad-
ys Ricart and to bring awareness to domestic
violence.

Heartbreakingly, Gladys’ story is not isolated
or unique.

By passing the Family Violence Prevention
and Service Improvement Act, we also have
an opportunity to honor her memory—her and
the hundreds of thousands of women who
have stories just like Gladys’.

This crucial legislation would put millions of
dollars towards expanding support for cul-
turally specific domestic violence programs, in-
vesting in community-based prevention initia-
tives, and creating an underserved population
grant program.

These resources would help to connect peo-
ple to advocates and help them safely navi-
gate life during and after leaving an abusive
relationship.

And as | think of all the resources this legis-
lation will make available, | think of Gladys
and the hundreds of women who march on
her behalf.

| think about the one in three woman, par-
ticularly black and trans women, who will ex-
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perience intimate partner violence in their life-
time.

| think of the irreputable, lasting harm do-
mestic violence causes families and children.

| think about all these lives that will be cata-
strophically changed or lost and | know that
they deserved more.

As we prepare to vote, | implore everyone
to think of all the good the Family Violence
Prevention and Services Improvement Act will
do for all survivors.

Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. Madam Speak-
er, everyone, inside Congress and out, has a
duty to stop domestic violence.

Those of us in the House of Representa-
tives can fulfill that duty today by voting to re-
authorize and strengthen the Family Violence
and Prevention Services program.

Sadly, Atlanta experienced what research-
ers at Emory University called the “co-occur-
ring pandemics” of COVID-19 and domestic
violence. The victims of both were dispropor-
tionately in marginalized communities.

A strengthened Family Violence and Pre-
vention Services program may have prevented
those acts of violence in the first place. This
bil’'s expanded resources will support organi-
zations like the Partnership Against Domestic
Violence, and everyone else working in the
Fifth District to end domestic violence.

If you are a victim of domestic violence, |
want you to know you are not alone. Please
call the National Domestic Violence Hotline at
1 800-799-SAFE or text “START” to 88788.

Thank you to my fellow Georgian Lucy
MCBATH and to Chairman BoBBY ScoTT for
their leadership in advancing this crucial legis-
lation.

| urge all my colleagues to vote yes on the
Family Violence Prevention and Services Im-
provement Act because there are not two
sides to this issue. You are either opposed to
domestic violence or you aren't.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Each further amendment printed in
part B of House Report 117-137, not ear-
lier considered as part of amendments
en bloc pursuant to section 3 of House
Resolution 716, shall be considered only
in the order printed in the report, may
be offered only by a Member designated
in the report, shall be considered as
read, shall be debatable for the time
specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an
opponent, may be withdrawn by the
proponent at any time before the ques-
tion is put thereon, shall not be subject
to amendment, and shall not be subject
to a demand for division of the ques-
tion.

It shall be in order at any time for
the chair of the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor or his designee to
offer amendments en bloc consisting of
further amendments printed in part B
of House Report 117-137 not earlier dis-
posed of. Amendments en bloc shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable
for 20 minutes equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and the ranking
minority member of the Committee on
Education and Labor or their respec-
tive designees, shall not be subject to
amendment, and shall not be subject to
a demand for division of the question.
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AMENDMENTS EN BLOC NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR.
SCOTT OF VIRGINIA

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, pursuant to section 3 of House
Resolution 716, I rise to offer amend-
ments en bloc No. 1.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will designate the amendments
en bloc.

Amendments en bloc No. 1 consisting
of amendment Nos. 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, and 8,
printed in part B of House Report 117-
137, offered by Mr. ScOTT of Virginia:
AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR. KAHELE OF

HAWAII

Page 7, strike lines 22 through 25, and in-
sert the following:

“(9) NATIVE HAWAIIAN; NATIVE HAWAIIAN OR-
GANIZATION.—The terms ‘Native Hawaiian’
and ‘Native Hawaiian organization’ have the
meanings given such terms in section 6207 of
the Native Hawaiian Education Act (20
U.S.C. 7517).”.

Page 34, line 21, strike ‘10 and insert
“117,

Page 35, line 7, strike ‘‘population; and”’
and insert ‘‘population;”.

Page 35, line 7, after ‘‘Native population;”’
insert the following:

‘‘(iv) a Native Hawaiian resource center on
domestic violence, to reduce Native Hawai-
ian disparities; and

Page 45, after line 11, insert the following:

(F) by adding at the end the following:

() NATIVE HAWAIIAN RESOURCE CENTER.—
In accordance with subsection (a)(2), the Sec-
retary shall award a grant to an eligible en-
tity for an Native Hawaiian resource center
on domestic violence to reduce Native Ha-
waiian disparities, which shall—

‘“‘(A) offer a comprehensive array of tech-
nical assistance and training resources to
Native Hawaiian organizations, specifically
designed to enhance the capacity of the Na-
tive Hawaiian organizations to respond to
family violence, domestic violence, and dat-
ing violence;

‘“(B) coordinate all projects and other ac-
tivities with the national resource center de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(B);

‘(C) coordinate all projects and other ac-
tivities, with State and local governments,
that involve working with the State and
local governments, to enhance their capacity
to understand the unique needs of Native Ha-
waiians;

‘(D) provide comprehensive community
education and prevention initiatives relating
to family violence, domestic violence, and
dating violence in a culturally sensitive and
relevant manner; and

‘““(E) coordinate activities with other Fed-
eral agencies, offices, and grantees that ad-
dress the needs of Native Hawaiians who ex-
perience family violence, domestic violence,
and dating violence, including the Office for
Victims of Crime and the Office on Violence
Against Women of the Department of Jus-
tice.”; and

Page 49, line 16, strike “‘and’.

Page 50, line 7, strike the period and insert
“;and”.

Page 50, after line 7, insert the following:

(G) by adding at the end the following:

“(6) NATIVE HAWAIIAN RESOURCE CENTER.—
To be eligible to receive a grant under sub-
section (b)(3), an entity shall be a Native Ha-
waiian organization, or a nonprofit private
organization that focuses primarily on issues
of family violence, domestic violence, and
dating violence within the Native Hawaiian
community, that submits information to the
Secretary demonstrating—

““(A) experience working with Native Ha-
waiian organizations to respond to family vi-
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olence, domestic violence, and dating vio-
lence;

‘(B) experience providing Native Hawaiian
organizations with assistance in developing
prevention and intervention services ad-
dressing family violence, domestic violence,
and dating violence and safety for Native Ha-
waiian women;

‘“(C) strong support for the entity’s des-
ignation as the Native Hawaiian resource
center on domestic violence from advocates
working with Native Hawaiian organizations
to address family violence, domestic vio-
lence, and dating violence and the safety of
Native Hawaiian women;

‘(D) a record of demonstrated effectiveness
in assisting Native Hawaiian organizations
with prevention and intervention services
addressing family violence, domestic vio-
lence, and dating violence; and

‘‘(E) the capacity to serve geographically
diverse Native Hawaiian communities and
organizations.

AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MS. OCASIO-

CORTEZ OF NEW YORK

Strike page 3, line 24, through page 4, line
2, and insert the following:

‘“(2) CHILD.—The term ‘child’ means an in-
dividual who is younger than age 18.

AMENDMENT NO. 4 OFFERED BY MR. COHEN OF

TENNESSEE

Page 88, line 22, strike ‘‘or’’ at the end.

Page 89, line 2, strike ‘‘and” at the end and
insert “‘or”.

Page 89, after line 2, insert the following:

‘(iii) a community-based organization that
offers legal services to help victims of do-
mestic violence, dating violence, or family
violence and that works to serve the needs of
racial or ethnic minority groups, other un-
derserved populations, youth, or children
and their parents or caregivers; and’’.
AMENDMENT NO. 5 OFFERED BY MS. NEWMAN OF

ILLINOIS

Page 81, line 17, insert ‘‘(including mental
health providers and substance use disorder
treatment providers)’”’ after ‘‘health care
providers”.

AMENDMENT NO. 6 OFFERED BY MS. JACKSON

LEE OF TEXAS

Page 107, line 6, strike ‘“‘and’’ at the end.

Page 107, line 12, strike the period at the
end and insert *‘; and’’.

Page 107, after line 12, add the following:

(8) information on the outreach efforts
conducted pursuant to section 308 on out-
reach to racial and ethnic minorities, indi-
viduals with disabilities, tribal populations,
and individuals who are geographically iso-
lated, to determine ways——

(A) to increase the availability of services
relating to domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, and family violence for such groups;
and

(B) to ensure access to such services.

AMENDMENT NO. 8 OFFERED BY MS. BUSH OF

MISSOURI

Page 79, line 9, insert ‘‘housing and shelter
services,”” before ‘‘early childhood pro-
grams’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 716, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. ScoTT) and
the gentlewoman from North Carolina
(Ms. Foxx) each will control 10 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, there
amendments in this en bloc.

Mr. KAHELE has offered an amend-
ment which establishes the Native Ha-
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waiian Resource Center on domestic vi-
olence.

Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ has offered an
amendment to amend the definition of
a child to include any child under 18,
including emancipated minors.

Mr. COHEN has offered an amendment
to clarify grant eligibility for legal aid
organizations.

Ms. NEWMAN has offered an amend-
ment to clarify that domestic violence
coalitions may partner with mental
health and substance abuse disorder
providers.

Ms. JACKSON LEE has offered an
amendment requiring the GAO study
required in the underlying bill to in-
clude information on outreach to racial
and ethnic minorities.

Ms. BUSH has offered an amendment
to clarify that domestic violence coali-
tions can provide training to housing
service providers.

These amendments make meaningful
improvements to the bill. I urge a
‘‘yes’ vote on the amendments en bloc
No. 1, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, while many of the
amendments offered today by my Dem-
ocrat colleagues do not make the bill
any worse, they fail to correct the sig-
nificant flaws of the underlying bill.

Several amendments offered by Re-
publican Members would have im-
proved the bill, but Democrats blocked
those amendments from being debated.

Two of those I would like to high-
light quickly are: An amendment of-
fered by Congresswoman MARY MILLER
to ensure FVPSA dollars cannot be
used for abortion services or abortion
referrals and an amendment offered by
Congresswoman SPARTZ to ensure tax-
payers know the mission and purpose
of the resource centers authorized
under FVPSA.

These amendments are needed to ad-
dress concerning changes the Demo-
crats make that open the door for tax-
payer funding of abortion under
FVPSA and also double down on at-
tempts to advance a radical gender ide-
ology through FVPSA’s resource cen-
ters.

The Democrats missed an oppor-
tunity to change course, work in a bi-
partisan fashion, and send the Senate a
bill we know could become law. But
they have decided to pursue partisan
policy over protecting victims.

Thankfully, this bill is not heading
to the President’s desk, and I look for-
ward to working on making further
needed improvements so victims can
access the help they need from those
they trust.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield 12 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. COHEN),
the chair of the Subcommittee on the

Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil
Liberties.
Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, a

heartbreaking statistic of the COVID-
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19 pandemic has been the increase of
domestic and family violence that con-
tinues to affect Americans across the
country. It has alarmingly gone up. We
must do all we can to keep children
and families safe throughout this pan-
demic and at all times.

My amendment is part of the en bloc
package, and it simply clarifies grant
eligibility to include legal aid organi-
zations that provide violence preven-
tion services.

There is a direct relationship be-
tween legal intervention and a decline
in domestic violence. One study found
that obtaining a permanent protection
order resulted in an 80 percent reduc-
tion in physical violence in the 12
months after initial client contact.

Another study found that women rep-
resented by legal counsel obtained a
protection order 83 percent of the time,
while those without legal counsel only
received a protection order 32 percent
of the time.

In the United States, 1 in 4 women
and 1 in 9 men have experienced domes-
tic violence, resulting in tens of mil-
lions of Americans experiencing domes-
tic violence in their lifetimes.

Legal aid is a critical prevention tool
to help limit the damage domestic vio-
lence causes.

I want to thank Chairman ScoOTT,
Legal Services Corporation, the Na-
tional Domestic Violence Hotline, and
all of the domestic violence prevention
organizations for their support of the
inclusion of this amendment and the
vital work that they do.

I want to thank Reisha Buster on my
staff, Kevin on my staff, and all of the
other members of my staff.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this amendment and
the overall bill.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON
LEE), the chair of the Subcommittee on
Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Secu-
rity.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
let me thank the gentleman very much
for his work, and again let me thank
my colleague, Congresswoman
McBATH, a member of the Education
and Labor Committee and a member of
the Judiciary Committee.

Madam Speaker, I rise to support my
amendment, and all of the other
amendments, which in particular my
amendment provides an outreach that I
think is extremely crucial to providing
an outreach to populations that have
been unnecessarily victims of domestic
violence.

I do want to, again, emphasize the
issue of Sergeant Preston, who died in
the course of a police encounter with a
domestic abuser with a gun, and to em-
phasize that an average of 24 people per
minute are victims of rape, physical vi-
olence, or stalking by an intimate
partner in the United States; more
than 12 million women and men over
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the course of a year. Nearly 3 in 10
women, or 29 percent, and 1 in 10 men,
in the U.S. have experienced physical
violence and/or stalking.

This reauthorization is long overdue.
Just under 15 percent of women, 14.8
percent, and 12 percent of men in the
U.S. have been injured as a result of in-
timate partner violence that included
rape, physical violence, and stalking by
an intimate partner. More impor-
tantly, how many of them have been
killed?

In my own district, we had a cir-
cumstance of a domestic violence inci-
dent where the woman was Kkilled in
the bed, and laying next to her was her
newborn infant. The stories are with-
out comparison.

When you talk to women’s shelters,
the great need that they have and the
funding that is going to come from this
particular effort is $2 million to the
State of Texas alone. The effort that is
most important is vulnerable women,
women of color, and Native Americans.
The Tribal dollars that are in here are
crucial as well.

The Violence Against Women Act, I
hope that we will see its passage in the
Senate, along with the reauthorizing of
the Family Violence Prevention and
Services Improvement Act as well, be-
cause we, too, address the question of
Tribal women.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield an additional 1 minute
to the gentlewoman from Texas.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
Tribal circumstances are an enor-
mously difficult circumstance to be en-
gaged in. The abuse in the Tribal areas,
and the utilization of vicious acts then
coming out and not being prosecuted is
really unseemly.

But this is going to be intervention.
This is going to be saving lives.

I would just offer, as I close, a com-
ment on who we should expand this to:
the LGBTQ community, the
transgender, individuals who have to
deal with the remnants of a rape. That
is, of course, a pregnancy that my
State, the State of Texas, has now vio-
lated all human dignity with their
abortion bill that not only stops
women from engaging with their faith
leader, their family members, and their
doctor, but it also stalks women and
sends people out for a bounty to get
$10,000.

So this is the kind of uplifting legis-
lation, reauthorization after 10 years,
that is going to address the question of
women who are desperately in need and
also protect law enforcement officers
as well.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has again ex-
pired.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield an additional 30 sec-
onds to the gentlewoman from Texas.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
this is also going to protect law en-
forcement officers as well. In tribute
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and memory to Sergeant Preston, a
veteran of the HPD, the idea of being
able to go and help and come back with
your own life and protect those who
are being victimized. The less we have
of that and the more intervention that
we have, the more we can save lives.

So I want to claim that this par-
ticular legislation is lifesaving. I ask
my colleagues to support the Jackson
Lee amendment, which is, in essence,
attempting to get more resources,
more information, and support the
Family Violence Prevention and Serv-
ices Improvement Act.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, again, these amend-
ments included in the amendments en
bloc make meaningful improvements
to the bill. I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote on en
bloc No. 1, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, again, these amend-
ments do not make any further harm
to the programs, but they also do not
cure the flaws in the bill before us
today. I do not oppose this en bloc but
urge my colleagues to oppose the un-
derlying bill.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in support of H.R. 2119, the “Family Vi-
olence and Prevention Services Improvement
Act,” which will improve the protection and
prevention for Americans affected by family vi-
olence, domestic violence, and dating vio-
lence.

| would like to thank my good friend, Con-
gresswoman MCBATH, for championing this
important legislation and shepherding it to the
floor.

Through the Family Violence Prevention and
Services Act (FVPSA), survivors receive serv-
ices such as emergency shelter, crisis coun-
seling, safety planning, and assistance recov-
ering from financial abuse and housing insecu-
rity.

The FVPSA supports life-saving services
throughout the country via grants to states,
tribal governments, and territories through
three primary sets of activities, all of which are
administered by HHS.

First, the FCPSA funds a national domestic
violence hotline that receives calls for assist-
ance related to this violence. The hotline pro-
vides crisis intervention and counseling, main-
tains a database of service providers, and pro-
vides referrals for victims and others affected
by domestic violence.

Second, FVPSA funds efforts to prevent do-
mestic violence through a program known as
Domestic Violence Prevention Enhancement
and Leadership Through Allies (DELTA).

Third, FVPSA supports direct services for
victims and their families. Most of this funding
is awarded via grants to states, territories, and
tribes.

FVPSA is the only federal funding source
dedicated to providing support to domestic vio-
lence shelters and programs.
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FVPSA provides base core funding to sup-
port more than 1,600 local public, private, non-
profit, and faith-based organizations and pro-
grams in their response to the urgent needs of
over 1.3 million domestic violence victims and
their children.

In 2020, the National Network to End Do-
mestic Violence (NNEDV) found that in just
one day, FVPSA-funded programs helped
76,525 victims of domestic violence.

However, over 11,000 people were unable
to be served due to a lack of funding.

This shortage of funding is especially severe
with shelters serving rural and marginalized
populations, and increased funding and cul-
turally-specific programs are essential to ad-
dressing the needs of these communities.

FVPSA was first passed in 1984 and was
most recently reauthorized in 2010. Its author-
ization expired in 2015.

Madam Speaker, this bill marks an historic
effort to acknowledge and address the unique
suffering of family violence survivors from
marginalized communities.

Different communities and cultures have dif-
ferent perceptions of domestic violence and
reactions to it—therefore different communities
and cultures need different treatments and
prevention measures to address domestic vio-
lence.

That is why | am proud to support this bill,
which includes provisions that are tailored to
these specific populations.

Such provisions include:

1. Providing new grants to local programs
serving culturally specific or traditionally under-
served communities;

2. Increasing access for survivors from ra-
cial and ethnic communities to services by
creating a national grant program to build the
capacity to address domestic violence; and

3. Increasing funding for Native American
tribes by allocating tribal grants as a set-aside
to acknowledge their sovereign authority.

Simply put, receiving accurate feedback
about our efforts will inform our decision-mak-
ing, allowing us to adapt and improve upon
our programs to reach more minority sur-
vivors.

It is these communities specifically that are
in the most need of our help.

In my home state of Texas, 29 percent of
domestic violence victims are Black despite
making up only 12 percent of the population.

The share of domestic violence victims in
Texas who are Native American is twice as
much as the proportion of Natives in the gen-
eral population.

In addition to addressing the special needs
of minority communities, there is a litany of
other exciting provisions in this bill that build
upon the Family Violence Prevention and
Services Act, such as:

1. Increasing the funding authorization level
to $253 million to address chronic under-
funding that resulted in 11,000 people not re-
ceiving services in a single day.

2. Technologically updating the National Do-
mestic Violence Hotline and improving hotline
services for underrepresented populations.

3. Authorizing funding for tribal coalitions,
which provide support to tribal domestic vio-
lence programs but are not currently author-
ized by statute to receive FVPSA funding.

4. Authorizing new grants of up to $150,000
to each state, territorial and tribal coalition to
prevent domestic violence.

A Dbill of this nature is incredibly important
for my home state of Texas, where it is esti-
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mated that 1 in 3 Texans will be a victim of
domestic violence during their lifetime.

Madam Speaker, no member should be
complacent with these egregious statistics.

With this bill’'s increased commitment to pre-
vention and treatment of family violence, we
are sending a message to survivors that you
are not forgotten.

For these reasons, | encourage all Members
to support H.R. 2119, the “Family Violence
and Prevention Services Improvement Act.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 716, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the
amendments en bloc offered by the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT).

The question is on the amendments
en bloc.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. CLYDE. Madam Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question are
postponed.

AMENDMENTS EN BLOC NO. 2 OFFERED BY MR.

SCOTT OF VIRGINIA

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, pursuant to section 3 of House
Resolution 716, I rise to offer amend-
ments en bloc No. 2.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will designate the amendments
en bloc.

Amendments en bloc No. 2 consisting
of amendment Nos. 3 and 7, printed in
part B of House Report 117-137, offered
by Mr. ScoTT of Virginia:

AMENDMENT NO. 3 OFFERED BY MS. FOXX OF

NORTH CAROLINA

Page 22, strike lines 12 through 14.

Page 22, line 15, strike ‘‘(4), as so redesig-
nated’” and insert ‘“(5)”.

Page 23, line 8, strike ‘‘(5), as so redesig-
nated’ and insert ““(6)”’.

AMENDMENT NO. 7 OFFERED BY MS. LETLOW OF
LOUISIANA

Strike the text of the committee print and
insert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services Improvement
Act of 2021,

SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 303 of the Family Violence Preven-
tion and Services Act (42 U.S.C. 10403) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking
‘$175,000,000”” and inserting ‘$270,000,000’;
and

(2) by striking ‘‘fiscal years 2011 through
2015 each place such term appears and in-
serting ‘‘fiscal years 2022 through 2026".

SEC. 3. LIMITATION ON ESTABLISHMENT OF SPE-
CIAL ISSUE RESOURCE CENTERS.

Section 310(a) of the Family Violence Pre-
vention and Services Act (42 U.S.C. 10410(a))
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘“(3) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide to the Congress not less than 120 days
notice before awarding any grant for the es-
tablishment of a special issue resource cen-
ter under paragraph (2)(A)(ii) after the date
of the enactment of the Family Violence
Prevention and Services Improvement Act of
2021.”".
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SEC. 4. GAO REVIEW OF RESOURCE CENTERS.

Section 310 of the Family Violence Preven-
tion and Services Act (42 U.S.C. 10410) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘“(e) GAO REVIEW.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General
of the United States shall conduct a review
of the national resource centers and special
issue resource centers authorized under this
section and submit a report to the Congress
not later than 1 year after the date of the en-
actment of the Family Violence Prevention
and Services Improvement Act of 2021 that
includes an evaluation of the effectiveness of
the entities receiving a grant under this sec-
tion at preventing family violence, domestic
violence, and dating violence, and providing
successful intervention services.

‘(2) ADDITIONAL MATTER.—The report
ssubmitted under paragraph (1) shall also in-
clude—

‘““(A) an evaluation of the quality of the
data submissions by each entity receiving a
grant under this section;

‘(B) recommendations to the Secretary of
Health and Human Services for improve-
ments to the use of the resource centers; and

“(C) an evaluation of the ability of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services to
present statutorily-required data on entities
receiving a grant under this section to the
Congress within the congressionally-man-
dated timeline.”’.

SEC. 5. PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES.

The Family Violence Prevention and Serv-
ices Act (42 U.S.C. 10401 et seq.) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 315. PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES.

‘““Nothing contained in this title shall be
construed to authorize the making of any
payment under this title for abortion serv-
ices or referrals for receipt of such serv-
ices.”.

SEC. 6. ACCOUNTABILITY.

(a) AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY.—Section
304(c) of the Family Violence Prevention and
Services Act (42 U.S.C. 10404(c)) is amended
to read as follows:

‘‘(c) REPORTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Every 2 years, the Sec-
retary shall review and evaluate the activi-
ties conducted by grantees, subgrantees, and
contractors under this title and the effec-
tiveness of the programs administered pursu-
ant to this title, and submit a report con-
taining the evaluation to the Committee on
Education and Labor of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Sen-
ate. Such report shall also include—

““(A) a summary of the documentation pro-
vided to the Secretary through performance
reports submitted under sections 306(d),
310(d), 311(g), 312(e), 313(f), and 314(h);

‘(B) a description of how the grantees, sub-
grantees, and contractors met the goals of
their activities;

‘(C) a description of how grantees and sub-
grantees awarded funds under this title use
those funds so they are not duplicative of, or
overlap with, other Federal, State, local, and
private funds directed toward preventing
family violence, domestic violence, and dat-
ing violence; and

‘(D) for any of the grantees that continue
to receive funding, a description of the
changes that were made to their activities to
improve services and meet the purpose of the
Act.

‘(2) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary
shall make publicly available on the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services website,
in an easily searchable format, the evalua-
tion reports submitted to Congress under
this subsection, including the summary of
the documentation provided to the Secretary
under sections 306(d), 310(d), 311(g), 312(e),
313(f), and 314(h).”.
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(b) FORMULA GRANTS TO STATES.—Section
306(d) of the Family Violence Prevention and
Services Act (42 U.S.C. 10406(d)) is amended
to read as follows:

“(d) REPORTS AND EVALUATIONS.—Each
grantee shall submit an annual performance
report to the Secretary at such time as shall
be reasonably required by the Secretary.
Such performance report shall describe the
grantee and subgrantee activities that have
been carried out with grant funds made
available under subsection (a) or section 309,
including the number of families and individ-
uals served and the types of services ren-
dered, contain an evaluation of the effective-
ness of such activities, and provide such ad-
ditional information as the Secretary may
reasonably require.”’.

() NATIONAL RESOURCE CENTERS AND
TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CEN-
TERS.—Section 310(d) of the Family Violence
Prevention and Services Act (42 U.S.C.
10410(d)) is amended to read as follows:

‘(d) REPORTS AND EVALUATIONS.—Each en-
tity receiving a grant under this section
shall submit a performance report to the
Secretary annually and in such manner as
shall be reasonably required by the Sec-
retary. Such performance report shall de-
scribe the activities that have been carried
out with such grant funds, including the
number of families and individuals served
and the types of services rendered, contain
an evaluation of the effectiveness of the ac-
tivities, and provide such additional infor-
mation as the Secretary may reasonably re-
quire’’.

(d) GRANTS TO STATE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
COALITIONS.—Section 311(g) of the Family Vi-
olence Prevention and Services Act (42
U.S.C. 10411(g)) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

‘(g) REPORTS AND EVALUATIONS.—Each en-
tity receiving a grant under this section
shall submit a performance report to the
Secretary annually and in such manner as
shall be reasonably required by the Sec-
retary. Such performance report shall de-
scribe the activities that have been carried
out with such grant funds, including the
number of families and individuals served
and the types of services rendered, contain
an evaluation of the effectiveness of the ac-
tivities, and provide such additional infor-
mation as the Secretary may reasonably re-
quire’’.

(e) SPECIALIZED SERVICES FOR ABUSED PAR-
ENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN.—Section 312(e) of
the Family Violence Prevention and Serv-
ices Act (42 U.S.C. 10412(e)) is amended to
read as follows:

‘“(e) REPORTS AND EVALUATIONS.—Each en-
tity receiving a grant under this section
shall submit a performance report to the
Secretary annually and in such manner as
shall be reasonably required by the Sec-
retary. Such performance report shall de-
scribe the activities that have been carried
out with such grant funds, including the
number of families and individuals served
and the types of services rendered, contain
an evaluation of the effectiveness of the ac-
tivities, and provide such additional infor-
mation as the Secretary may reasonably re-
quire”’.

(f) NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HOTLINE
GRANT.—Section 313(f) of the Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services Act (42 U.S.C.
10413(f)) is amended to read as follows:

“(f) REPORTS AND EVALUATIONS.—Each en-
tity receiving a grant under this section
shall submit a performance report to the
Secretary annually and in such manner as
shall be reasonably required by the Sec-
retary. Such performance report shall de-
scribe the activities that have been carried
out with such grant funds, including the
number of families and individuals served
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and the types of services rendered, contain
an evaluation of the effectiveness of the ac-
tivities, and provide such additional infor-
mation as the Secretary may reasonably re-
quire’’.

(g) DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION EN-
HANCEMENT AND LEADERSHIP THROUGH ALLI-
ANCES (DELTA).—Section 314(h) of the Fam-
ily Violence Prevention and Services Act (42
U.S.C. 10414(h)) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

“(h) REPORTS AND EVALUATIONS.—Each or-
ganization entering into a cooperative agree-
ment under this section shall submit a per-
formance report to the Secretary at such
time as shall be reasonably required by the
Secretary. Such performance report shall de-
scribe activities that have been carried out
with the funds made available through the
agreement, including the number of families
and individuals served and the types of serv-
ices rendered, contain an evaluation of the
effectiveness of such activities, and provide
such additional information as the Secretary
may reasonably require. The Secretary shall
make the evaluations received under this
subsection publicly available on the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services website.
The reports shall also be submitted to the
Committee on Education and Labor of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of
the Senate.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 716, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. ScoTT) and
the gentlewoman from North Carolina
(Ms. Foxx) each will control 10 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, the Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services Im-
provement Act provides critical serv-
ices to victims of domestic violence,
and faith-based organizations are some
of the leading providers of these serv-
ices.

Unfortunately, the Democrats’ bill
would change that by adding extreme
provisions that stray from FVPSA’s
important purposes and could limit
participation of the important faith-
based providers.

The substitute amendment offered by
Congresswoman LETLOW ensures that
faith-based providers don’t have to
choose between their beliefs or con-
tinuing to deliver the vital service and
care that help protect victims.

Congresswoman LETLOW’s amend-
ment also brings much-needed account-
ability to FVPSA. The law currently
authorizes the Secretary to create do-
mestic violence resource centers, but
these resource centers have been used
to push a radical gender ideology rath-
er than help victims of domestic vio-
lence.

That is why the substitute amend-
ment requires the Secretary to provide
notice to Congress before creating ad-
ditional resource centers. Further, it
requires the Government Account-
ability Office to issue a report on the
effectiveness of these resource centers
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and provide recommendations for im-
provements on how they can do a bet-
ter job delivering services to victims.

It has been too long since Congress
has exercised effective oversight of this
program, and it is time to change that.
Beginning with the provisions in Con-
gresswoman LETLOW’s amendment, this
law will finally have some real ac-
countability metrics.
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The Democrats’ bill also strikes a
current law provision that requires cer-
tain grant recipients to obtain funding
from sources outside the Federal Gov-
ernment, so Federal taxpayers are not
on the hook for providing all of the
funding.

While Republicans are committed to
ensuring taxpayer dollars are used effi-
ciently and effectively, Democrats
refuse to acknowledge that we are
nearly $30 trillion in debt. Their rad-
ical taxing-and-spending spree is in-
tended to create the largest Federal
Government expansion since the New
Deal, and this bill is the latest attempt
by the Democrats to create further re-
liance on government, pushing out pri-
vate-sector involvement in these crit-
ical programs. That is why the amend-
ment I offered ensures the important
non-Federal match provision under
FVPSA remains in place.

I urge my colleagues to support these
amendments, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, there are two
amendments in this en bloc. First, as it
has been explained, the gentlewoman
from North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) has of-
fered an amendment to reinstate the
State match requirement, and the gen-
tlewoman from Louisiana (Ms.
LETLOW) has offered a substitute
amendment, leaving out the majority
of the programming improvements in
H.R. 2119 and adding a problematic pro-
vision regarding abortion.

These amendments undermine the bi-
partisan, bicameral progress included
in H.R. 2119 and neglect to make any
changes or enhancements to FVPSA
programs.

These amendments en bloc fail to
meet the moment. There are a number
of things they do:

They halt the creation of a new re-
source center on disability and domes-
tic violence needed to counter the dis-
proportionate rates of intimate partner
violence among people with disabil-
ities.

They prevent Tribal governments
from getting the resources they need to
combat domestic violence, which oc-
curs at alarming rates in Tribal com-
munities.

They strike grants that support sur-
vivors from racial and ethnic minority
groups. Communities of color face dis-
proportionate rates of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault and often ex-
perience barriers to accessing services.
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They remove the addition of new pre-
vention grants to ensure prevention
funding goes to every State, Tribe, and
territory, despite the fact that cur-
rently only 10 States receive funding to
do any prevention work, and this
amendment maintains that status quo.

These amendments would also rein-
state State matching fund require-
ments. Particularly during the ongoing
pandemic and economic crisis, this
would create significant operational
challenges for service providers. For
example, nonprofit organizations do
not have the benefit of guaranteed
funding and may struggle to meet
match requirements. Ultimately, this
means fewer services available for sur-
vivors.

The amendments en bloc also include
a partisan attack on abortion, under-
mining a comprehensive reauthoriza-
tion that can meaningfully improve
the lives of survivors of intimate part-
ner violence.

These amendments inject needless
political controversy into this debate,
undermining the hard work we have
done to develop a comprehensive reau-
thorization. Instead of acknowledging
the complexities of medical decisions
for both women and their providers,
abortion opponents use these bills and
amendments like these as a distrac-
tion.

These amendments threaten the
progress we have made on the bill, and
therefore I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote on amend-
ments en bloc No. 2.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance my time.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from Lou-
isiana (Ms. LETLOW).

Ms. LETLOW. Madam Speaker, I ap-
preciate Dr. Foxx’s strong leadership of
the committee and on this important
issue.

According to CDC estimates, at least
one in three Americans has experienced
sexual violence, physical violence, or
stalking by a partner. For decades,
Congress has worked in a bipartisan
fashion to dedicate resources toward
preventing and healing the suffering of
these victims.

But today, the bill we are consid-
ering, H.R. 2119, the Family Violence
and Prevention Services Improvement
Act, includes several highly concerning
provisions.

First, this bill opens the door for en-
tities to spend taxpayer dollars on
abortions.

Secondly, it forces an unnecessary
conversation about sexual orientation
and gender identity when these issues
have never been a part of this bill be-
fore and should not be a barrier be-
tween people and the services they
need.

Our focus must be on supporting sur-
vivors and those who use these vital re-
sources. That is why my substitute
amendment replaces the full text of
the bill before us with multiple key
provisions to ensure victims of domes-
tic violence and their dependents re-
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ceive critical assistance to help them
in their time of crisis.

First, my amendment reauthorizes
the current Family Violence Preven-
tion and Services Act, FVPSA, for the
next 5 years, ensuring that victims of
domestic violence get the lifesaving,
supportive services they need.

FVPSA was enacted to save innocent
lives, not put them in harm’s way.
That is why my amendment also re-
jects a change included in the Demo-
crats’ proposal that could lead to vio-
lence prevention dollars going to sup-
port abortion services. The amendment
makes clear that Federal law should
not support abortions. Upholding the
sanctity of every human life is of ut-
most importance, and it is critical to
ensure that no taxpayer dollars pay for
abortions.

Next, my amendment also protects
the ability of faith-based organizations
to continue helping victims of domes-
tic violence. Countless religious orga-
nizations work tirelessly to help pro-
tect victims of domestic violence, but
the Democrats’ radical abortion agenda
risks denying victims’ access to these
providers.

Finally, my amendment brings
much-needed transparency and Federal
agency accountability to the programs
authorized under this law. Congress
should have safeguards in place to en-
sure that these resources are going to
the people who truly need them and
not being used to push a hidden agenda
without the public’s knowledge.

The Republican substitute is a care-
fully crafted set of reforms that puts
victims of family violence and the peo-
ple who serve them first. Furthermore,
it is a pro-life amendment strongly op-
posed by Planned Parenthood.

I urge my colleagues to reject the
other side’s bill and instead embrace
the commonsense, lifesaving provisions
included in the Republican substitute
amendment.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I believe I have the right to
close. I am prepared to close, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, it is
critical that we reauthorize FVPSA in
a bipartisan manner, free from partisan
poison pills. The Democrats’ bill fails
to do that, but the Republican amend-
ments would set aside politics, ensur-
ing FVPSA continues to offer help to
victims of domestic violence.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of
my time to close.

Madam Speaker, again, the amend-
ments included in this en bloc weaken
the bill. I urge a ‘‘no” vote on en bloc
No. 2. I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ). Pursuant to
House Resolution 716, the previous
question is ordered on the amendments
en bloc offered by the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. SCOTT).
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The question is on the amendments
en bloc.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question are
postponed.

Pursuant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX,
further consideration of H.R. 2119 is
postponed.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 39 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin) at 2
o’clock and 31 minutes p.m.

—————

FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION
AND SERVICES IMPROVEMENT
ACT OF 2021

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, further
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2119) to
amend the Family Violence Prevention
and Services Act to make improve-
ments, will now resume.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
AMENDMENTS EN BLOC NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR.
SCOTT OF VIRGINIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on the
adoption of amendments en bloc No. 1,
printed in part B of House Report 117-
137, on which further proceedings were
postponed and on which the yeas and
nays were ordered.

The Clerk will
amendments en bloc.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ments en bloc.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the amendments en bloc
offered by the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. SCOTT).

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 238, nays
189, not voting 4, as follows:

[Roll No. 334]

redesignate the

YEAS—238

Adams Bera Boyle, Brendan
Aguilar Beyer F.
Allred Bishop (GA) Brown
Auchincloss Blumenauer Brownley
Axne Blunt Rochester ~ Bush
Bacon Bonamici Bustos
Barragan Bourdeaux Butterfield
Bass Carbajal

B p
Beatty owman Cardenas
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