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Building and U.S. Courthouse located
in Wheeling, West Virginia, as the
Frederick P. Stamp, Jr. Federal Build-
ing and United States Courthouse in
honor of Judge Frederick Stamp.

I thank my colleague from West Vir-
ginia, Mr. MCKINLEY, for his leadership
on this bill. I know that our colleagues
in the Senate are very interested in
this issue, and we want to work to-
gether with them so we can resolve
this. I hope my colleagues will support
this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from West Virginia (Mr.
MCKINLEY).

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the chairman for his support on
this, as well as the ranking member on
our side.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor an
individual who represents the very best
of West Virginia and recognize him as
one of our country’s most respected
and thoughtful jurists, the Honorable
Frederick P. Stamp, Jr.

Judge Stamp began his tenure as a
Federal judge when he was confirmed
in 1990 to the United States District
Court for the Northern District of West
Virginia, where he would preside as
chief judge.

In West Virginia, Judge Stamp is
known for his commitment to service
above self. This is evident from his
military service, his time spent in the
West Virginia legislature, his work as a
private attorney, and for his support of
countless community organizations. He
has been a steadfast and respected pil-
lar of West Virginia, living there his
entire life.

Having raised two adult children,
Judge Stamp and his wife, Joan, are
valued members of the Wheeling com-
munity. And Judge Stamp has already
been honored by his selection to the
Wheeling Hall of Fame.

Humble to the extreme, but humble
by nature, it is a testament to his
character that Judge Stamp would
never personally seek this type of rec-
ognition. But he has earned it and his
peers would like to see that recogni-
tion for him.

Mr. Speaker, I am so proud that Con-
gress is taking this opportunity to
honor such a great American by nam-
ing the building in which Judge Stamp
has spent the majority of his profes-
sional service and public life, the Fred-
erick P. Stamp, Jr. Federal Courthouse
in Wheeling, West Virginia.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the adoption of
this resolution and I thank the chair-
man for his support.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I am prepared to
close.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I think it is
appropriate to recognize Judge Stamp’s
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service to our country by naming this
Federal building after him.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of this
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this is a long overdue
honor for Judge Stamp. And as the
gentleman from West Virginia said, he
would never have sought this honor
himself, but it is being done by Con-
gress in recognition of his great service
to our Nation and the judiciary.

Mr. Speaker, I urge Members to sup-
port the legislation, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFA-
7z10) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 4660.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

———

REINFORCING NICARAGUA’S AD-
HERENCE TO CONDITIONS FOR
ELECTORAL REFORM ACT OF 2021

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
1064) to advance the strategic align-
ment of United States diplomatic tools
toward the realization of free, fair, and
transparent elections in Nicaragua and
to reaffirm the commitment of the
United States to protect the funda-
mental freedoms and human rights of
the people of Nicaragua, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1064

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Reinforcing Nicaragua’s Adherence to
Conditions for Electoral Reform Act of 2021
or the “RENACER Act”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Sense of Congress.

Sec. 3. Review of participation of Nicaragua
in Dominican Republic-Central
America-United States Free
Trade Agreement.

Restrictions on international finan-
cial institutions relating to
Nicaragua.

Targeted sanctions to advance demo-
cratic elections.

Developing and implementing a co-
ordinated sanctions strategy
with diplomatic partners.

Inclusion of Nicaragua in list of
countries subject to certain
sanctions relating to corrup-
tion.

Sec. 4.

Sec. 5.

Sec. 6.

Sec. T.
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Sec. 8. Classified report on the involvement
of Ortega family members and
Nicaraguan government offi-
cials in corruption.

Sec. 9. Classified report on the activities of
the Russian Federation in Nica-

ragua.
Sec. 10. Report on certain purchases by and
agreements entered into by

Government of Nicaragua relat-
ing to military or intelligence
sector of Nicaragua.

Sec. 11. Report on human rights abuses in
Nicaragua.

Sec. 12. Supporting independent news media
and freedom of information in
Nicaragua.

Sec. 13. Amendment to short title of Public
Law 115-335.

Sec. 14. Definition.

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) ongoing efforts by the government of
President Daniel Ortega in Nicaragua to sup-
press the voice and actions of political oppo-
nents through intimidation and unlawful de-
tainment, civil society, and independent
news media violate the fundamental free-
doms and basic human rights of the people of
Nicaragua;

(2) Congress unequivocally condemns the
politically motivated and unlawful detention
of presidential candidates Cristiana
Chamorro, Arturo Cruz, Felix Maradiaga,
and Juan Sebastian Chamorro;

(3) Congress unequivocally condemns the
passage of the Foreign Agents Regulation
Law, the Special Cybercrimes Law, the Self-
Determination Law, and the Consumer Pro-
tection Law by the National Assembly of
Nicaragua, which represent clear attempts
by the Ortega government to curtail the fun-
damental freedoms and basic human rights
of the people of Nicaragua;

(4) Congress recognizes that free, fair, and
transparent elections predicated on robust
reform measures and the presence of domes-
tic and international observers represent the
best opportunity for the people of Nicaragua
to restore democracy and reach a peaceful
solution to the political and social crisis in
Nicaragua;

(5) the United States recognizes the right
of the people of Nicaragua to freely deter-
mine their own political future as vital to
ensuring the sustainable restoration of de-
mocracy in their country;

(6) the United States should align the use
of diplomatic engagement and all other for-
eign policy tools, including the use of tar-
geted sanctions, in support of efforts by
democratic political actors and civil society
in Nicaragua to advance the necessary condi-
tions for free, fair, and transparent elections
in Nicaragua;

(7) the United States, in order to maximize
the effectiveness of efforts described in para-
graph (6), should—

(A) coordinate with diplomatic partners,
including the Government of Canada, the Eu-
ropean Union, and partners in Latin America
and the Caribbean;

(B) advance diplomatic initiatives in con-
sultation with the Organization of American
States and the United Nations; and

(C) thoroughly investigate the assets and
holdings of the Nicaraguan Armed Forces in
the United States and consider appropriate
actions to hold such forces accountable for
gross violations of human rights; and

(8) pursuant to section 6(b) of the Nica-
ragua Investment Conditionality Act of 2018,
the President should waive the application of
restrictions under section 4 of that Act and
the sanctions under section 5 of that Act if
the Secretary of State certifies that the Gov-
ernment of Nicaragua is taking the steps



H6148

identified in section 6(a) of that Act, includ-

ing taking steps to ‘“‘to hold free and fair

elections overseen by credible domestic and

international observers’.

SEC. 3. REVIEW OF PARTICIPATION OF NICA-
RAGUA IN DOMINICAN REPUBLIC-
CENTRAL AMERICA-UNITED STATES
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) On November 27, 2018, the President
signed Executive Order 13851 (50 U.S.C. 1701
note; relating to blocking property of certain
persons contributing to the situation in
Nicaragua), which stated that ‘‘the situation
in Nicaragua, including the violent response
by the Government of Nicaragua to the pro-
tests that began on April 18, 2018, and the Or-
tega regime’s systematic dismantling and
undermining of democratic institutions and
the rule of law, its use of indiscriminate vio-
lence and repressive tactics against civil-
ians, as well as its corruption leading to the
destabilization of Nicaragua’s economy, con-
stitutes an unusual and extraordinary threat
to the national security and foreign policy of
the United States’.

(2) Article 21.2 of the Dominican Republic-
Central America-United States Free Trade
Agreement approved by Congress under sec-
tion 101(a)(1) of the Dominican Republic-Cen-
tral America-United States Free Trade
Agreement Implementation Act (19 U.S.C.
4011(a)(1)) states, ‘“‘Nothing in this Agree-
ment shall be construed . . . to preclude a
Party from applying measures that it con-
siders necessary for the fulfillment of its ob-
ligations with respect to the maintenance or
restoration of international peace or secu-
rity, or the protection of its own essential
security interests.”.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the President should review
the continued participation of Nicaragua in
the Dominican Republic-Central America-
United States Free Trade Agreement if the
Government of Nicaragua continues to tight-
en its authoritarian rule in an attempt to
subvert democratic elections in November
2021 and undermine democracy and human
rights in Nicaragua.

SEC. 4. RESTRICTIONS ON INTERNATIONAL FI-
NANCIAL INSTITUTIONS RELATING
TO NICARAGUA.

Section 4 of the Nicaragua Investment
Conditionality Act of 2018 is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (a), (b),
and (c) as subsections (b), (¢), and (d), respec-
tively:;

(2) by inserting before subsection (b), as re-
designated by paragraph (1), the following:

‘‘(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Secretary of the Treasury
should take all possible steps, including
through the full implementation of the ex-
ceptions set forth in subsection (c), to ensure
that the restrictions required under sub-
section (b) do not negatively impact the
basic human needs of the people of Nica-
ragua.’’;

(3) in subsection (c), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘subsection (a)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (b)”’; and

(4) by striking subsection (d), as so redesig-
nated, and inserting the following:

““(d) INCREASED OVERSIGHT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The United States Exec-
utive Director at each international finan-
cial institution of the World Bank Group,
the United States Executive Director at the
Inter-American Development Bank, and the
United States Executive Director at each
other international financial institution, in-
cluding the International Monetary Fund,
shall take all practicable steps—

““(A) to increase scrutiny of any loan or fi-
nancial or technical assistance provided for
a project in Nicaragua; and
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“(B) to ensure that the loan or assistance
is administered through an entity with full

technical, administrative, and financial
independence from the Government of Nica-
ragua.

‘(2) MECHANISMS FOR INCREASED SCRU-
TINY.—The United States Executive Director
at each international financial institution
described in paragraph (1) shall use the
voice, vote, and influence of the United
States to encourage that institution to in-
crease oversight mechanisms for new and ex-
isting loans or financial or technical assist-
ance provided for a project in Nicaragua.

‘“(e) INTERAGENCY CONSULTATION.—Before
implementing the restrictions described in
subsection (b), or before exercising an excep-
tion under subsection (c), the Secretary of
the Treasury shall consult with the Sec-
retary of State and with the Administrator
of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development to ensure that all
loans and financial or technical assistance to
Nicaragua are consistent with United States
foreign policy objectives as defined in sec-
tion 3.

‘(f) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of the RENACER
Act, and annually thereafter until the termi-
nation date specified in section 10, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, in coordination with
the Secretary of State and the Adminis-
trator of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port on the implementation of this section,
which shall include—

(1) summary of any loans and financial
and technical assistance provided by inter-
national financial institutions for projects in
Nicaragua;

‘“(2) a description of the implementation of
the restrictions described in subsection (b);

“(3) an identification of the occasions in
which the exceptions under subsection (c)
are exercised and an assessment of how the
loan or assistance provided with each such
exception may address basic human needs or
promote democracy in Nicaragua;

‘“(4) a description of the results of the in-
creased oversight conducted under sub-
section (d); and

‘“(5) a description of international efforts
to address the humanitarian needs of the
people of Nicaragua.”.

SEC. 5. TARGETED SANCTIONS TO ADVANCE
DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS.

(a) COORDINATED STRATEGY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
and the Secretary of the Treasury, in con-
sultation with the intelligence community
(as defined in section 3 of the National Secu-
rity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003)), shall develop
and implement a coordinated strategy to
align diplomatic engagement efforts with
the implementation of targeted sanctions in
order to support efforts to facilitate the nec-
essary conditions for free, fair, and trans-
parent elections in Nicaragua.

(2) BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and every 90 days thereafter until De-
cember 31, 2022, the Secretary of State and
the Secretary of the Treasury shall brief the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives on steps to be
taken by the United States Government to
develop and implement the coordinated
strategy required by paragraph (1).

(b) TARGETED SANCTIONS PRIORITIZATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Pursuant to the coordi-
nated strategy required by subsection (a),
the President shall prioritize the implemen-
tation of the targeted sanctions required
under section 5 of the Nicaragua Investment
Conditionality Act of 2018.
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(2) TARGETS.—In carrying out paragraph
(1), the President—

(A) shall examine whether foreign persons
involved in directly or indirectly obstructing
the establishment of conditions necessary
for the realization of free, fair, and trans-
parent elections in Nicaragua are subject to
sanctions under section 5 of the Nicaragua
Investment Conditionality Act of 2018; and

(B) should, in particular, examine whether
the following persons have engaged in con-
duct subject to such sanctions:

(i) Officials in the government of President
Daniel Ortega.

(ii) Family members of President Daniel
Ortega.

(iii) High-ranking members of the National
Nicaraguan Police.

(iv) High-ranking members of the Nica-
raguan Armed Forces.

(v) Members of the Supreme Electoral
Council of Nicaragua.

(vi) Officials of the Central Bank of Nica-
ragua.

(vii) Party members and elected officials
from the Sandinista National Liberation
Front and their family members.

(viii) Individuals or entities affiliated with
businesses engaged in corrupt financial
transactions with officials in the govern-
ment of President Daniel Ortega, his party,
or his family.

(ix) Individuals identified in the report re-
quired by section 8 as involved in significant
acts of public corruption in Nicaragua.

SEC. 6. DEVELOPING AND IMPLEMENTING A CO-
ORDINATED SANCTIONS STRATEGY
WITH DIPLOMATIC PARTNERS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) On June 21, 2019, the Government of
Canada, pursuant to its Special Economic
Measures Act, designated 9 officials of the
Government of Nicaragua for the imposition
of sanctions in response to gross and system-
atic human rights violations in Nicaragua.

(2) On May 4, 2020, the European Union im-
posed sanctions with respect to 6 officials of
the Government of Nicaragua identified as
responsible for serious human rights viola-
tions and for the repression of civil society
and democratic opposition in Nicaragua.

(3) On October 12, 2020, the European Union
extended its authority to impose restrictive
measures on ‘‘persons and entities respon-
sible for serious human rights violations or
abuses or for the repression of civil society
and democratic opposition in Nicaragua, as
well as persons and entities whose actions,
policies or activities otherwise undermine
democracy and the rule of law in Nicaragua,
and persons associated with them’’.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the United States should en-
courage the Government of Canada, the Eu-
ropean Union and governments of members
countries of the European Union, and gov-
ernments of countries in Latin America and
the Caribbean to use targeted sanctions with
respect to persons involved in human rights
violations and the obstruction of free, fair,
and transparent elections in Nicaragua.

(c) COORDINATING INTERNATIONAL SANC-
TIONS.—The Secretary of State, working
through the head of the Office of Sanctions
Coordination established by section 1(h) of
the State Department Basic Authorities Act
of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 265la(h)), and in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of the Treasury,
shall engage in diplomatic efforts with gov-
ernments of countries that are partners of
the United States, including the Government
of Canada, governments of countries in the
European Union, and governments of coun-
tries in Latin America and the Caribbean, to
impose targeted sanctions with respect to
the persons described in section 5(b) in order
to advance democratic elections in Nica-
ragua.
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(d) BRIEFING REQUIREMENT.—Not later than
90 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, and every 90 days thereafter until
December 31, 2022, the Secretary of State, in
consultation with the Secretary of the
Treasury, shall brief the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives on the implementation of
this section.

SEC. 7. INCLUSION OF NICARAGUA IN LIST OF
COUNTRIES SUBJECT TO CERTAIN
SANCTIONS RELATING TO CORRUP-
TION.

Section 353 of title III of division FF of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (Pub-
lic Law 116-260) is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘AND
HONDURAS’’ and inserting ‘‘;, HONDURAS, AND
NICARAGUA”’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘and Honduras’ each place
it appears and inserting ‘‘, Honduras, and
Nicaragua’.

SEC. 8. CLASSIFIED REPORT ON THE INVOLVE-
MENT OF ORTEGA FAMILY MEMBERS
AND NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT
OFFICIALS IN CORRUPTION.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of State, acting through
the Bureau of Intelligence and Research of
the Department of State, and in coordina-
tion with the Director of National Intel-
ligence, shall submit a classified report to
the appropriate congressional committees on
significant acts of public corruption in Nica-
ragua that—

(1) involve—

(A) the President of Nicaragua, Daniel Or-
tega;

(B) members of the family of Daniel Or-
tega; and

(C) senior officials of the Ortega govern-
ment, including—

(i) members of the Supreme Electoral
Council, the Nicaraguan Armed Forces, and
the National Nicaraguan Police; and

(ii) elected officials from the Sandinista
National Liberation Front party;

(2) pose challenges for United States na-
tional security and regional stability;

(3) impede the realization of free, fair, and
transparent elections in Nicaragua; and

(4) violate the fundamental freedoms of
civil society and political opponents in Nica-
ragua.

(b) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate
congressional committees’” means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Select Committee on Intelligence of
the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the House of Representatives.

SEC. 9. CLASSIFIED REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES
OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION IN
NICARAGUA.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of State, acting through
the Bureau of Intelligence and Research of
the Department of State, and in coordina-
tion with the Director of National Intel-
ligence, shall submit a classified report to
the appropriate congressional committees on
activities of the Government of the Russian
Federation in Nicaragua, including—

(1) cooperation between Russian and Nica-
raguan military personnel, intelligence serv-
ices, security forces, and law enforcement,
and private Russian security contractors;

(2) cooperation related to telecommuni-
cations and satellite navigation;

(3) other political and economic coopera-

tion, including with respect to banking,
disinformation, and election interference;
and
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(4) the threats and risks that such activi-
ties pose to United States national interests
and national security.

(b) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate
congressional committees’” means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Select Committee on Intelligence of
the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the House of Representatives.

SEC. 10. REPORT ON CERTAIN PURCHASES BY
AND AGREEMENTS ENTERED INTO
BY GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA
RELATING TO MILITARY OR INTEL-
LIGENCE SECTOR OF NICARAGUA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State, acting through the
Bureau of Intelligence and Research of the
Department of State, and in coordination
with the Director of National Intelligence
and the Director of the Defense Intelligence
Agency, shall submit to the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate and the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives a report that includes—

(1) a list of—

(A) all equipment, technology, or infra-
structure with respect to the military or in-
telligence sector of Nicaragua purchased, on
or after January 1, 2011, by the Government
of Nicaragua from an entity identified by the
Department of State under section 231(e) of
the Countering America’s Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act (22 U.S.C. 9525(e));
and

(B) all agreements with respect to the
military or intelligence sector of Nicaragua
entered into, on or after January 1, 2011, by
the Government of Nicaragua with an entity
described in subparagraph (A); and

(2) a description of and date for each pur-
chase and agreement described in paragraph
@D.
(b) CONSIDERATION.—The report required by
subsection (a) shall be prepared after consid-
eration of the content of the report of the
Defense Intelligence Agency entitled, ‘‘Rus-
sia: Defense Cooperation with Cuba, Nica-
ragua, and Venezuela’ and dated February 4,
2019.

(¢c) ForM OF REPORT.—The report required
by subsection (a) shall be submitted in un-
classified form but may include a classified
annex.

SEC. 11. REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES IN
NICARAGUA.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that, since
the June 2018 initiation of ‘‘Operation Clean-
up’’, an effort of the government of Daniel
Ortega to dismantle barricades constructed
throughout Nicaragua during social dem-
onstrations in April 2018, the Ortega govern-
ment has increased its abuse of campesinos
and members of indigenous communities, in-
cluding arbitrary detentions, torture, and
sexual violence as a form of intimidation.

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of State shall submit to
the appropriate congressional committees a
report that documents the perpetration of
gross human rights violations by the Ortega
government against the citizens of Nica-
ragua, including campesinos and indigenous
communities in the interior of Nicaragua.

(c) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (b) shall—

(1) include a compilation of human rights
violations committed by the Ortega govern-
ment against the citizens of Nicaragua, with
a focus on such violations committed since
April 2018, including human rights abuses
and extrajudicial killings in—

(A) the cities of Managua, Carazo, and
Masaya between April and June of 2018; and
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(B) the municipalities of Wiwili, El Cua,
San Jose de Bocay, and Santa Maria de
Pantasma in the Department of Jinotega,
Esquipulas in the Department of Rivas, and
Bilwi in the North Caribbean Coast Autono-
mous Region between 2018 and 2021;

(2) outline efforts by the Ortega govern-
ment to intimidate and disrupt the activities
of civil society organizations attempting to
hold the government accountable for infring-
ing on the fundamental rights and freedoms
of the people of Nicaragua; and

(3) provide recommendations on how the
United States, in collaboration with inter-
national partners and Nicaraguan civil soci-
ety, should leverage bilateral and regional
relationships to curtail the gross human
rights violations perpetrated by the Ortega
government and better support the victims
of human rights violations in Nicaragua.

(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”’
means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives.

SEC. 12. SUPPORTING INDEPENDENT NEWS
MEDIA AND FREEDOM OF INFORMA-
TION IN NICARAGUA.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of State, the Adminis-
trator for the United States Agency for
International Development, and the Chief
Executive Officer of the United States Agen-
cy for Global Media, shall submit to Con-
gress a report that includes—

(1) an evaluation of the governmental, po-
litical, and technological obstacles faced by
the people of Nicaragua in their efforts to
obtain accurate, objective, and comprehen-
sive news and information about domestic
and international affairs; and

(2) a list of all TV channels, radio stations,
online news sites, and other media platforms
operating in Nicaragua that are directly or
indirectly owned or controlled by President
Daniel Ortega, members of the Ortega fam-
ily, or known allies of the Ortega govern-
ment.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include—

(1) an assessment of the extent to which
the current level and type of news and re-
lated programming and content provided by
the Voice of America and other sources is ad-
dressing the informational needs of the peo-
ple of Nicaragua;

(2) a description of existing United States
efforts to strengthen freedom of the press
and freedom of expression in Nicaragua, in-
cluding recommendations to expand upon
those efforts; and

(3) a strategy for strengthening inde-
pendent broadcasting, information distribu-
tion, and media platforms in Nicaragua.

SEC. 13. AMENDMENT TO SHORT TITLE OF PUB-
LIC LAW 115-335.

Section 1(a) of the Nicaragua Human
Rights and Anticorruption Act of 2018 (Pub-
lic Law 115-335; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note) is amend-
ed to read as follows:

‘“(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited
as the ‘Nicaragua Investment Conditionality
Act of 2018’ or the ‘NICA Act’.”.

SEC. 14. DEFINITION.

In this Act, the term ‘‘Nicaragua Invest-
ment Conditionality Act of 2018 means the
Public Law 115-335 (50 U.S.C. 1701 note), as
amended by section 13.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. DEUTCH) and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. GREEN)
each will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on S. 1064.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of S. 1064, the RENACER Act.

I thank my good friend, ALBIO SIRES
from New Jersey, for his tireless work
in championing this bill and continu-
ously drawing attention to the anti-
democratic actions taken by the Or-
tega regime.

This legislation makes clear that the
United States will not sit by quietly as
another country in our hemisphere
slides further away from our demo-
cratic values. Working with our friends
and partners in the international com-
munity, this bill will allow us to con-
tinue applying pressure on the Ortega
regime ahead of the elections later this
month. Sadly, all signs indicate that
these elections will be far from free
and fair.

Passing this bill will demonstrate the
United States Government’s strong be-
lief that a commitment to upholding
human rights and free expression are
key pillars of promoting and preserving
democracy.

The legislation takes a number of im-
portant steps. It restricts the Ortega
regime’s ability to access capital for
corrupt purposes via international fi-
nancial institutions and will bolster
transparency mechanisms to ensure
any that funds Nicaragua receives are
not siphoned off for illicit or illegal
purposes.

The RENACER Act will also ensure
our sanctions policy is thoughtful and
effective by focusing targeted sanc-
tions on bad actors undermining the
rule of law and democracy and not on
the Nicaraguan people.

Crucially, the legislation requires the
Secretary of State to work with part-
ners to make our sanctions multilat-
eral and even more effective.

The RENACER Act also serves a cru-
cial factfinding purpose by including
important reports on regime corrup-
tion, human rights abuses, arms sales,
and Russia’s role in the country. Just
as this bill builds on the Nicaragua
Human Rights and Anticorruption Act
of 2018, these report provisions will
help Congress develop and mold addi-
tional responses should the Ortega re-
gime continue down an illiberal and
undemocratic path.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES,
Washington, DC, November 2, 2021.
Hon. GREGORY MEEKS,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing con-
cerning S. 1064, Reinforcing Nicaragua’s Ad-
herence to Conditions for Electoral Reform
(RENACER) Act of 2021. In order to permit S.
1064 to proceed expeditiously to the House
Floor, I agree to forgo formal consideration
of the bill.

The Committee on Financial Services
takes this action to forego formal consider-
ation of S. 1064 in light of our mutual under-
standing that, by foregoing formal consider-
ation of S. 1064 at this time, we do not waive
any jurisdiction over the subject matter con-
tained in this or similar legislation, and that
our Committee will be appropriately con-
sulted and involved as this or similar legisla-
tion moves forward with regard to any mat-
ters in the Committee’s jurisdiction. The
Committee also reserves the right to seek
appointment of an appropriate number of
conferees to any House-Senate conference in-
volving this or similar legislation that in-
volves the Committee’s jurisdiction and re-
quest your support for any such request.

Finally, I would appreciate your response
to this letter confirming this understanding,
and I would ask that a copy of our exchange
of letters on this matter be included in the
Congressional Record during Floor consider-
ation of S. 1064.

Sincerely,
MAXINE WATERS,
Chairwoman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, November 2, 2021.
Hon. MAXINE WATERS,
Committee on Financial Services,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRWOMAN WATERS: I am writing
to you concerning S. 1064, Reinforcing
Nicaragua’s Adherence to Conditions for
Electoral Reform (RENACER) Act of 2021. I
appreciate your willingness to work coopera-
tively on this legislation.

I acknowledge that provisions of the bill
fall within the jurisdiction of the Committee
on Financial Services under House Rule X,
and that your Committee will forgo action
on S. 1064 to expedite floor consideration. I
further acknowledge that the inaction of
your Committee with respect to the bill does
not waive any future jurisdictional claim
over the matters contained in the bill that
fall within your jurisdiction. I also acknowl-
edge that your Committee will be appro-
priately consulted and involved as this or
similar legislation moves forward, and will
support the appointment of Committee on
Financial Services conferees during any
House-Senate conference convened on this
legislation.

Lastly, I will ensure that our exchange of
letters is included in the Congressional
Record during floor consideration of the bill.
Thank you again for your cooperation re-
garding the legislation. I look forward to
continuing to work with you as the measure
moves through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
GREGORY W. MEEKS,
Chairman.
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Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
legislation, the RENACER Act, that
seeks to address the Ortega regime’s
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dismantling of Nicaragua’s democracy,
and seeks to support freedom-loving
Nicaraguan’s democratic aspirations.

Frankly, Mr. Speaker, this legisla-
tion should have been passed months
ago when Congress had an opportunity
to stop Ortega’s campaign of terror.

The world has watched in horror as
Nicaragua, under Daniel Ortega’s au-
thoritarian rule, has brutally consoli-
dated into one-party dictatorship.
Joining the governments in Cuba and
Venezuela, Ortega’s Nicaragua is now
Latin America’s third socialist regime.

On November 7, this coming Sunday,
Nicaragua will hold a political farce
claiming to resemble elections. Mean-
while, Daniel Ortega holds opposition
candidates and over 140 political pris-
oners unlawfully incarcerated. This in-
cludes people like opposition student
leader Lesther Aleman, a 23-year-old
who cannot even walk due to the bru-
tality he has endured while illegally
detained; or the husbands of Victoria
Cardenas and Berta Valle. They were
leading presidential candidates who
planned to oppose Ortega in the next
election, but found themselves impris-
oned in inhumane conditions and de-
prived of due process.

I have met with these brave women
and I admire their courage and advo-
cacy for all of Nicaragua’s unjustly de-
tained.

I am a lead cosponsor of this bill, and
I am grateful for the leadership of Con-
gresswoman MARIA SALAZAR, and to
the chairman of the Western Hemi-
sphere Subcommittee, ALBIO SIRES, for
his advocacy of the plight of
Nicaragua’s political prisoners. I great-
ly appreciate his friendship and his
leadership.

This bipartisan bill will require tar-
geted sanctions against corrupt regime
officials who have dismantled
Nicaragua’s democracy and under-
mined these elections. It will also en-
sure the United States is coordinating
targeted sanctions with our Canadian
and European Union allies.

This legislation also expands over-
sight to ensure international financing
institutions are not enriching the cor-
rupt regime while making sure there
are humanitarian exceptions. It re-
quires a classified report on Russia’s
nefarious activities in Nicaragua,
whose intelligence and security co-
operation has dramatically expanded.

The United States must condemn the
electoral charade taking place on Sun-
day and urge our international part-
ners to join us. America must continue
to be the beacon of freedom and stand
against authoritarian socialist leaders.
We must hold the Ortega regime ac-
countable for its atrocious and desta-
bilizing behavior.

We only need to look at Venezuela to
see the consequences of ignoring rising
socialist authoritarianism. More can
and should be done, and a positive first
step is passing this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to join my
colleagues in this effort. Mr. Speaker, 1
reserve the balance of my time.
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Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 4 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. SALAZAR).

Ms. SALAZAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of S. 1064, the RENACER Act. I
am proud to have introduced this bill
with Congressman ALBIO SIRES, Sen-
ator BOB MENENDEZ, and Senator
MARCO RUBIO.

For years, dictator Daniel Ortega has
been quietly dismantling democracy in
Nicaragua. First, he ripped the con-
stitution apart to get reelected, then
he seized control of every branch of
government, of the military, and of the
police.

Ortega wants to rule the country
from an iron throne, and the Nica-
raguan people are suffering as a result.
Ortega has banned political parties,
and he has killed hundreds of Nica-
raguans and jailed hundreds more.

Now we are on the eve of one of his
most brazen moves in nearly 35 years
of terrorizing this country, a sham
election where all seven presidential
candidates were arrested in broad day-
light; one of them being my ex-hus-
band, Arturo Cruz. This is his most fla-
grant example of a stolen election as
we have ever seen, and the world needs
to know that.

His brutal regime must be held ac-
countable for its crimes against hu-
manity and for its systematic attack
on democracy. That is why Congress
must pass the RENACER Act now.
RENACER increases sanctions on Or-
tega and on Ortega’s chief co-con-
spirator and vice-president, his wife,
Rosario Murillo; and on the Nica-
raguan security forces that brutalized
their people.

It brings the international commu-
nities together to take down Ortega’s
safe havens around the world, and it
exposes the Russian meddling in that
country. The RENACER Act sends a
clear message to Ortega and Murillo
that your time is up.

I am also pleased that the provisions
from my Nicaragua Free Trade Review
Act were included in this critical legis-
lation. This will trigger a review of
Nicaragua’s participation in the Cen-
tral American Free Trade Agreement,
CAFTA. The CAFTA-DR trade agree-
ment gives Nicaragua open access to
United States markets. To trade with
the United States is a privilege, it is
not a right.

I am here to tell Ortega and Murillo,
you murderous dictators, you treach-
erous thugs, you will no longer have a
free pass to enrich yourselves. Tyrants
around the world are watching. Passing
the RENACER Act shows the con-
sequences of jailing your political op-
ponents, of oppressing your people, and
of stealing elections.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
stand with those who have been beaten
and detained. I urge my colleagues to
stand with the Nicaraguan people. I
urge my colleagues to take a stand
against tyranny.
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The United States has long been the
torch-bearer for democracy around the
world. We must continue to carry that
torch.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the RENACER Act.

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, in closing, I would once again like
to thank my good friends, Mr. DEUTCH,
Mr. SIRES, and Ms. SALAZAR for leading
this measure. I am proud to join my
colleagues in this effort, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, RENACER is an excel-
lent piece of legislation. I thank my
colleagues who, in a bipartisan way,
worked together under Representative
SIRES’ tireless leadership, and for his
work with Senator MENENDEZ in get-
ting this bill across the finish line.

The United States must stand for de-
mocracy. We must stand for democracy
in Nicaragua. This legislation shows
that we will not abdicate our responsi-
bility to do so.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in strong support for the RENACER Act,
S. 1064, which seeks to hold the regime of
Daniel Ortega in Nicaragua accountable for its
ongoing violations of human rights and sub-
version of the rule of law and democracy in
that country.

| am a proud cosponsor of the companion
bill in the House, introduced by my good friend
and colleague from New Jersey, ALBIO SIRES,
and | must say that today’s vote could not be
more timely.

For this Sunday, November 7, the Ortega
regime will hold sham elections where those
who would have legitimately challenged
strongman Daniel Ortega are either in exile or
in prison.

Among those who have been arrested are
Cristina  Chamorro Barrios, Juan Sebastian
Chamorro, Arturo Cruz Jr., Medardo Mairena,
Felix Maradiaga, Miguel Mora and Noel
Vidaurre.

This past July | convened a hearing as co-
chair of the Tom Lantos Human Rights Com-
mission entitled “The Ortega Government and
the Human Cost of Repression in Nicaragua.”

Among those who testified at the hearing
were the wives of two of the arrested would-
be candidates: Felix Maradiaga’s wife Berta
Valles, and Juan Sebastian Chamorro’s wife
Victoria Cardenas.

These brave women gave voice to their
husbands’ courage, and spoke on their behalf
because they could not.

They recounted to us the repression un-
leashed by Daniel Ortega and his wife Rosario
Murillo, who is running for Vice President.

Berta Valles recounted to us that “For
years, Felix has been a target of attacks by
the Ortega regime because he speaks truth to
power. He has been beaten, confined to
house arrest, and threatened. For months, he
endured 24/7 surveillance by the police. They
have tried again and again to silence him, but
he never stands down.”

Likewise, Victoria Cardenas also told us that
because her husband, Juan Sebastian
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Chamorro, dared to speak out against
Ortega’s oppression, “the regime has also
persecuted and harassed me and my family.
They have brought a civil case against me, my
sister, and my mother, which would take away
all my mother's assets. They have brought a
criminal case against me, and there is an
open warrant for my arrest. It is clear that Or-
tega is using every part of Nicaragua’s institu-
tions, including its judicial system, to not only
persecute those who challenge the govern-
ment, but also their family members.”

Ladies and Gentlemen, we must counter
this regime of repression.

It should be clear to all that this Sunday’s
election, with opposition leaders in prison or in
exile, is a sham.

| urge all of you to support the RENACER
Act, which among other things would apply
targeted sanctions to advance democracy, co-
ordinate with our diplomatic partners to imple-
ment a sanctions strategy and commit the
United States further in support of an inde-
pendent news media in Nicaragua.

All who oppose the Ortega regime in Nica-
ragua—be they from the Democratic Left or
the Political Right—stand united against tyr-
anny.

Likewise, we too are unified, Republicans
and Democrats, in opposing Ortega’s tyranny.
| urge my colleagues to support the bipartisan
RENACER Act, and stand with the people of
Nicaragua.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
DEUTCH) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 1064.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

————

EXPRESSING SOLIDARITY WITH
CUBAN CITIZENS FOR FUNDA-
MENTAL FREEDOMS

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 760) expressing soli-
darity with Cuban citizens dem-
onstrating peacefully for fundamental
freedoms, condemning the Cuban re-
gime’s acts of repression, and calling
for the immediate release of arbitrarily
detained Cuban citizens.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 760

Whereas, on July 11, 2021, thousands of Cu-
bans took to the streets to express their dis-
satisfaction with Cuba’s continued repres-
sion of its people, its worsening economic
situation, and shortages of food and medi-
cine;

Whereas these demonstrations were the
largest protests on the island in over 25
years, with courageous Cuban men, women,
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