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Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 

the balance of my time. 
Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield 4 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. SALAZAR). 

Ms. SALAZAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of S. 1064, the RENACER Act. I 
am proud to have introduced this bill 
with Congressman ALBIO SIRES, Sen-
ator BOB MENENDEZ, and Senator 
MARCO RUBIO. 

For years, dictator Daniel Ortega has 
been quietly dismantling democracy in 
Nicaragua. First, he ripped the con-
stitution apart to get reelected, then 
he seized control of every branch of 
government, of the military, and of the 
police. 

Ortega wants to rule the country 
from an iron throne, and the Nica-
raguan people are suffering as a result. 
Ortega has banned political parties, 
and he has killed hundreds of Nica-
raguans and jailed hundreds more. 

Now we are on the eve of one of his 
most brazen moves in nearly 35 years 
of terrorizing this country, a sham 
election where all seven presidential 
candidates were arrested in broad day-
light; one of them being my ex-hus-
band, Arturo Cruz. This is his most fla-
grant example of a stolen election as 
we have ever seen, and the world needs 
to know that. 

His brutal regime must be held ac-
countable for its crimes against hu-
manity and for its systematic attack 
on democracy. That is why Congress 
must pass the RENACER Act now. 
RENACER increases sanctions on Or-
tega and on Ortega’s chief co-con-
spirator and vice-president, his wife, 
Rosario Murillo; and on the Nica-
raguan security forces that brutalized 
their people. 

It brings the international commu-
nities together to take down Ortega’s 
safe havens around the world, and it 
exposes the Russian meddling in that 
country. The RENACER Act sends a 
clear message to Ortega and Murillo 
that your time is up. 

I am also pleased that the provisions 
from my Nicaragua Free Trade Review 
Act were included in this critical legis-
lation. This will trigger a review of 
Nicaragua’s participation in the Cen-
tral American Free Trade Agreement, 
CAFTA. The CAFTA–DR trade agree-
ment gives Nicaragua open access to 
United States markets. To trade with 
the United States is a privilege, it is 
not a right. 

I am here to tell Ortega and Murillo, 
you murderous dictators, you treach-
erous thugs, you will no longer have a 
free pass to enrich yourselves. Tyrants 
around the world are watching. Passing 
the RENACER Act shows the con-
sequences of jailing your political op-
ponents, of oppressing your people, and 
of stealing elections. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
stand with those who have been beaten 
and detained. I urge my colleagues to 
stand with the Nicaraguan people. I 
urge my colleagues to take a stand 
against tyranny. 

The United States has long been the 
torch-bearer for democracy around the 
world. We must continue to carry that 
torch. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the RENACER Act. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, in closing, I would once again like 
to thank my good friends, Mr. DEUTCH, 
Mr. SIRES, and Ms. SALAZAR for leading 
this measure. I am proud to join my 
colleagues in this effort, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, RENACER is an excel-
lent piece of legislation. I thank my 
colleagues who, in a bipartisan way, 
worked together under Representative 
SIRES’ tireless leadership, and for his 
work with Senator MENENDEZ in get-
ting this bill across the finish line. 

The United States must stand for de-
mocracy. We must stand for democracy 
in Nicaragua. This legislation shows 
that we will not abdicate our responsi-
bility to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in strong support for the RENACER Act, 
S. 1064, which seeks to hold the regime of 
Daniel Ortega in Nicaragua accountable for its 
ongoing violations of human rights and sub-
version of the rule of law and democracy in 
that country. 

I am a proud cosponsor of the companion 
bill in the House, introduced by my good friend 
and colleague from New Jersey, ALBIO SIRES, 
and I must say that today’s vote could not be 
more timely. 

For this Sunday, November 7, the Ortega 
regime will hold sham elections where those 
who would have legitimately challenged 
strongman Daniel Ortega are either in exile or 
in prison. 

Among those who have been arrested are 
Cristina Chamorro Barrios, Juan Sebastian 
Chamorro, Arturo Cruz Jr., Medardo Mairena, 
Felix Maradiaga, Miguel Mora and Noel 
Vidaurre. 

This past July I convened a hearing as co- 
chair of the Tom Lantos Human Rights Com-
mission entitled ‘‘The Ortega Government and 
the Human Cost of Repression in Nicaragua.’’ 

Among those who testified at the hearing 
were the wives of two of the arrested would- 
be candidates: Felix Maradiaga’s wife Berta 
Valles, and Juan Sebastian Chamorro’s wife 
Victoria Cardenas. 

These brave women gave voice to their 
husbands’ courage, and spoke on their behalf 
because they could not. 

They recounted to us the repression un-
leashed by Daniel Ortega and his wife Rosario 
Murillo, who is running for Vice President. 

Berta Valles recounted to us that ‘‘For 
years, Felix has been a target of attacks by 
the Ortega regime because he speaks truth to 
power. He has been beaten, confined to 
house arrest, and threatened. For months, he 
endured 24/7 surveillance by the police. They 
have tried again and again to silence him, but 
he never stands down.’’ 

Likewise, Victoria Cardenas also told us that 
because her husband, Juan Sebastian 

Chamorro, dared to speak out against 
Ortega’s oppression, ‘‘the regime has also 
persecuted and harassed me and my family. 
They have brought a civil case against me, my 
sister, and my mother, which would take away 
all my mother’s assets. They have brought a 
criminal case against me, and there is an 
open warrant for my arrest. It is clear that Or-
tega is using every part of Nicaragua’s institu-
tions, including its judicial system, to not only 
persecute those who challenge the govern-
ment, but also their family members.’’ 

Ladies and Gentlemen, we must counter 
this regime of repression. 

It should be clear to all that this Sunday’s 
election, with opposition leaders in prison or in 
exile, is a sham. 

I urge all of you to support the RENACER 
Act, which among other things would apply 
targeted sanctions to advance democracy, co-
ordinate with our diplomatic partners to imple-
ment a sanctions strategy and commit the 
United States further in support of an inde-
pendent news media in Nicaragua. 

All who oppose the Ortega regime in Nica-
ragua—be they from the Democratic Left or 
the Political Right—stand united against tyr-
anny. 

Likewise, we too are unified, Republicans 
and Democrats, in opposing Ortega’s tyranny. 
I urge my colleagues to support the bipartisan 
RENACER Act, and stand with the people of 
Nicaragua. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
DEUTCH) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 1064. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

EXPRESSING SOLIDARITY WITH 
CUBAN CITIZENS FOR FUNDA-
MENTAL FREEDOMS 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 760) expressing soli-
darity with Cuban citizens dem-
onstrating peacefully for fundamental 
freedoms, condemning the Cuban re-
gime’s acts of repression, and calling 
for the immediate release of arbitrarily 
detained Cuban citizens. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 760 

Whereas, on July 11, 2021, thousands of Cu-
bans took to the streets to express their dis-
satisfaction with Cuba’s continued repres-
sion of its people, its worsening economic 
situation, and shortages of food and medi-
cine; 

Whereas these demonstrations were the 
largest protests on the island in over 25 
years, with courageous Cuban men, women, 
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and youth taking to the streets in cities and 
towns across the country; 

Whereas the Cuban regime arbitrarily de-
nied a request to allow a peaceful demonstra-
tion on November 15, 2021, which the orga-
nizers have specified would be ‘‘against vio-
lence, to demand that all the rights of all 
Cubans be respected, for the release of polit-
ical prisoners and for the solution of our dif-
ferences through democratic and peaceful 
means’’; 

Whereas the Cuban regime also denied an 
earlier request for protests to be held on No-
vember 20, 2021, stating that date was off- 
limits because it would conflict with ‘‘na-
tional defense day’’ and claiming without 
evidence that ‘‘subversive organizations’’ 
with links to the United States Government 
were promoting the protest; 

Whereas artists, academics, activists, and 
journalists have been long engaged in ongo-
ing protests calling for an end to Cuba’s per-
secution, censorship, arbitrary detention, 
and other human rights violations; 

Whereas expanded internet access is 
foundational for the Cuban people to be able 
to exercise their internationally recognized 
human rights of access to information and 
freedom of expression, creating opportuni-
ties for Cubans to communicate more openly 
with one another and for their voices to be 
heard around the world; 

Whereas numerous public reports and first- 
hand accounts revealed that the Cuban re-
gime deliberately blocked access to certain 
websites and messaging apps, throttled 
internet access, and launched targeted at-
tacks to disrupt the internet connections of 
private Cuban citizens; 

Whereas during the July protests, regime 
security officials physically assaulted do-
mestic and international journalists, includ-
ing Associated Press correspondent Ramon 
Espinosa, and prevented dozens of reporters 
from leaving their homes to report on the 
protests, according to the Committee to Pro-
tect Journalists; 

Whereas Cuba is among the most restric-
tive countries in the world for journalists, 
ranked 171 of 180 countries in Reporters 
Without Borders’ 2021 World Press Freedom 
Index; 

Whereas Cuban human rights groups report 
there were already at least 150 political pris-
oners in Cuba before the July 11 protests, 
and Cuba has reportedly been responsible for 
over 400 additional arrests or forced dis-
appearances since then; 

Whereas hundreds of Cubans who partici-
pated in the July protests continue to face 
unjust detention and other forms of retribu-
tion, including dozens who have been sen-
tenced in summary trials without due proc-
ess and dozens of others who remain unac-
counted for; 

Whereas United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet 
expressed concern about ‘‘the excessive force 
against demonstrators in Cuba and the ar-
rest of a large number of people, including 
journalists’’ and noted ‘‘it is particularly 
worrying that these include individuals al-
legedly held incommunicado and people 
whose whereabouts are unknown’’; 

Whereas, on July 25, 2021, Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken and the foreign min-
isters of 20 countries issued a statement to 
‘‘condemn the mass arrests and detentions of 
protestors in Cuba and call on the govern-
ment to respect the universal rights and 
freedoms of the Cuban people, including the 
free flow of information to all Cubans’’; 

Whereas, on October 17, 2021, Assistant 
Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere 
Affairs Brian A. Nichols said ‘‘Denying the 
right of peaceful assembly to Cubans this 
November 15th shows the Cuban regime’s dis-
regard for the human rights and freedoms of 

its people. This and other blatant attempts 
to intimidate their citizens is a clear sign 
the regime won’t listen to what Cubans have 
to say.’’; 

Whereas over the summer, Cuba has seen 
record numbers of COVID–19 infections and 
deaths, pushing hospitals and health centers 
to near collapse; and 

Whereas basic medicines and common 
goods have become scarce throughout the 
country and economists estimate Cuba’s eco-
nomic conditions will become even worse in 
the coming months: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) expresses strong solidarity with the 
Cuban people who took to the streets 
throughout the country on July 11, 2021, and 
with those who plan to peacefully dem-
onstrate on November 15, 2021, to once again 
express their desire to live in a free country 
with self-determination; 

(2) condemns the Cuban regime’s violent 
repression of peaceful protesters and journal-
ists and its other efforts to restrict the 
Cuban people’s right to peacefully protest, 
freely express themselves, and exercise their 
other universal human rights; 

(3) calls on Cuba to end all efforts to block 
or throttle the Cuban people’s internet ac-
cess or restrict their access to certain 
websites or applications and to permit them 
to freely communicate online, including dur-
ing future demonstrations and peaceful pro-
tests; 

(4) calls on members of the Cuban Revolu-
tionary Armed Forces, the Cuban Ministry of 
the Interior, and Cuba’s National Revolu-
tionary Police Force to not arrest or detain 
peaceful protesters, provide due process to 
all individuals, and immediately release all 
political prisoners and arbitrarily detained 
individuals still in their custody; and 

(5) urges the Biden administration to— 
(A) work with Cuban activists, civil soci-

ety groups, private United States companies, 
and the international community to expand 
internet access for the Cuban people; 

(B) support the Cuban people’s inherent 
right to demonstrate peacefully in the name 
of democracy and human rights; 

(C) continue to stand behind the aspira-
tions of the Cuban people for freedom, for 
dignity, for prosperity, and the basic rights 
that they have been denied by the regime 
since 1959; 

(D) assess whether the United States can 
develop methods to allow remittances, med-
ical supplies, and other forms of support 
from the United States to directly benefit 
the Cuban people in ways that alleviate hu-
manitarian suffering without providing 
United States dollars to the Cuban military; 
and 

(E) rally the international community to 
join the United States in condemning human 
rights abuses and honoring the Cuban peo-
ple’s demands for freedom. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. DEUTCH) and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. GREEN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res. 
760. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 760, introduced 

by my friend and colleague, Congress-
woman WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, together 
with my friend, Congressman DIAZ- 
BALART, and chair of the Western 
Hemisphere Subcommittee, Congress-
man SIRES, supports the basic human 
rights of the Cuban people and stands 
with them in their right to peacefully 
protest their own government. 

In July, the largest protest in dec-
ades swept the island of Cuba. Activ-
ists, in turn, were beaten and jailed by 
the government. Many remain jailed. 
According to Human Rights Watch, 
many have been subjected to abuse and 
torture simply for standing up for ac-
cess to food, to medicine, to informa-
tion, and to have their rights re-
spected. 

This resolution expresses solidarity 
with the Cuban people ahead of planned 
nationwide protests for November 15. 
The organizers of these protests sought 
approval from the government, as the 
Cuban constitution allows for legiti-
mate protest. They were denied. 

We must stand with the people of 
Cuba as they exercise their right to 
free expression. We must condemn the 
violent response to peaceful protests by 
the Cuban people. That is what this 
resolution does. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues 
for working to bring this resolution to 
the floor, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this resolu-
tion expressing solidarity with the 
freedom-loving Cuban citizens, con-
demning the regime’s violence against 
innocent protesters, and calling on our 
international partners to pledge sup-
port for Cuban freedom. 

Mr. Speaker, I also want to thank my 
colleagues, DEBBIE WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, MARIO DIAZ-BALART, and 
ALBIO SIRES for their work on this res-
olution. 

For over 60 years, Cubans have been 
held hostage by a tyrannical dictator-
ship. The Communists have bankrupted 
a beautiful country, condemning three 
generations to misery, and separating 
countless families. 

Castro’s Cuba is also a threat to re-
gional stability and security, traf-
ficking weapons to North Korea, prop-
ping up Venezuela’s cruel regime, and 
forging alliances with pariahs like Rus-
sia and China. 

The Cuban regime is a cancer that 
has metastasized throughout Latin 
America. Starting on July 11, tens of 
thousands of protestors across the is-
land demanded and pleaded for an end 
to the oppressive regime. Some were 
even waving the greatest symbol of lib-
erty known to mankind, the American 
flag. 

Since the protests began, Ranking 
Member MCCAUL has called on the ma-
jority to consider a resolution standing 
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in solidarity with the Cuban people; 
each time it was blocked. I am pleased 
that the leadership has finally allowed 
a measure to be considered 4 months 
after the initial protests. 

Meanwhile, the Senate unanimously 
passed a bipartisan resolution rein-
forcing Congress’ support for the pro- 
democracy movement in Cuba. As 
Members of Congress and Americans, 
we have a moral obligation to support 
them. 

The United States remains com-
mitted to democracy and respect for 
human rights in the Western Hemi-
sphere, and this resolution urges the 
international community to join us in 
these efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this measure and advocate for 
many Cubans who cannot speak for 
themselves. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), the majority leader 
of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman for yielding and I thank 
him for his support. I want to thank 
the chairman of the committee as well 
for his agreeing to have this come to 
the floor, and I look forward to his sup-
port. 

I want to say, Mr. Speaker, I have 
talked to a lot of Members about this. 
The policies that we have regarding 
Cuba are subject to debate and subject 
to differences. While I think, Mr. 
Speaker, there are no differences— 
there are—in this Congress, that we are 
all for supporting those who seek de-
mocracy and who seek the benefits of 
freedom and who seek the welfare of 
their families associated with that 
freedom. I don’t think there is a single 
Member who wasn’t appalled by the 
way peaceful protesters in Cuba were 
brutally suppressed in July. 

b 1430 

I doubt there is anyone here who is 
not concerned that such actions will be 
repeated this month when the next pro-
tests are scheduled to occur. So this is 
a very timely resolution because it an-
ticipates that there will be another 
group of people who will have the cour-
age to stand up and to speak up on be-
half of freedom in their country. 

There was a resolution passed by the 
United States Senate on August 3, 2021, 
although it doesn’t exactly mirror our 
resolution. Frankly, our resolution is 
somewhat less specific in terms of crit-
icism and in terms of policy. 

Why? Because we wanted this to be 
about human rights. We wanted it to 
be about people who stand up for free-
dom. We wanted it to be another state-
ment of the thousands that we have 
made in countries throughout this 
globe that suppress the rights of people 
and that imprison people because they 
try to express their views. But this res-
olution that was passed in the Senate 
was sponsored by my counterpart, the 
majority whip, Mr. DURBIN; by Mr. 

KAINE from Virginia; Mr. SCHATZ from 
Hawaii; Mr. COONS from Delaware; Mr. 
BOOKER from New Jersey; Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO from Nevada; Mr. BROWN from 
Ohio; Mr. PADILLA from California; Mr. 
WARNER from Virginia; Mr. CARDIN 
from my own State of Maryland; Ms. 
ROSEN from Nevada; Mr. WARNOCK from 
Georgia; Mr. LUJÁN from New Mexico, 
our former chair of the campaign com-
mittee; and Ms. HASSAN from New 
Hampshire; along with many Repub-
licans. My point is that this was a 
unanimous consent, so everybody was 
for it. 

The vote we take on this resolution 
is a simple one. The text of the resolu-
tion is clear. It states that this House— 
all of us—stands in solidarity with Cu-
bans seeking to express themselves and 
seek a redress of grievances from their 
leaders. It affirms that the Cuban peo-
ple ought to be able to enjoy the same 
access to information and the internet 
as Americans and other free people do 
around the world. And it urges the 
Biden administration to find ways to 
promote freedom, human rights, and 
access to basic needs in Cuba. 

I believe that these are goals we can 
support overwhelmingly. I understand 
that some Members believe that the 
text of this resolution does not include 
items on policy that they would like to 
have. I certainly think that is a legiti-
mate concern, and there is no reason 
why we cannot have resolutions that 
speak to that. But this is singularly fo-
cused on the rights of people. 

John Kennedy said that we will bear 
any burden to defend any peoples who 
essentially seek freedom. That is what 
this resolution does. It is simple and 
straightforward. 

I have supported many of these poli-
cies as chairman of the Commission on 
Human Rights and the Helsinki Com-
mission, where resolution after resolu-
tion said to Soviet satellites that the 
Helsinki signature of the Russians on 
that document demanded that they ob-
serve the human rights of those folks. 
This is a similar resolution. 

I hope all Members would share my 
view that a strong, bipartisan, and 
united vote by this House will send a 
message to the people of Cuba that 
they are not alone, that the American 
people stand with those who speak out 
in peaceful protest, and that Demo-
crats and Republicans stand together 
and in support of the freedoms they 
seek. 

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in supporting 
this resolution. I hope that the valid 
concerns and differences Members have 
on both sides of the aisle when it comes 
to Cuba will not preclude us from 
agreeing that we ought to stand in soli-
darity with those who are seeking the 
same rights that we enjoy in this ex-
traordinary country in which we live. 
That is why I will be voting an enthusi-
astic and strong ‘‘yes’’ on this resolu-
tion. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 4 minutes to the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. DIAZ-BALART). 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, to 
Ranking Member GREEN, also to my 
friend also from Florida (Mr. DEUTCH) 
in particular, and to my good friend 
Congresswoman DEBBIE WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, I thank you for your leader-
ship. 

Mr. Speaker, on the 11th of July, the 
Cuban people went to the streets de-
manding one thing: freedom after 62 
years of repression. That was 4 months 
ago. Many of those who hit the streets 
were arrested, and many of those re-
main in prison in the worst possible 
conditions. Several have held hunger 
strikes to protest their unjust and 
cruel imprisonment. 

Unfortunately, there has been very 
little solidarity from the Biden admin-
istration. The administration has yet 
to even use technology available to the 
United States Government and even 
the private sector to provide internet 
so the Cuban people can communicate. 
The administration has failed to even 
support adequate funding for broad-
casting into Cuba through the Office of 
Cuba Broadcasting. 

Mr. Speaker, I fear that the adminis-
tration will use remittances or even 
humanitarian aid or other ways to prop 
up the regime. Having said that, that is 
why I am so grateful to Congress-
woman DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, 
who has not given up and who has not 
stopped working to try to bring a reso-
lution to the floor. 

This resolution is a compromise. It is 
a compromise resolution, and al-
though, as you have heard before, Mr. 
Speaker, many of my colleagues and I 
would have liked a stronger resolution 
such as the one that I introduced in 
July, which, again, the House leader-
ship has refused to bring forward, this 
resolution does express solidarity with 
the Cuban people. Again, that is why I 
am so grateful to Congresswoman 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 

I mention her, but I also need to 
mention Congressman MCCARTHY; 
ALBIO SIRES; MARIA ELVIRA SALAZAR; 
CARLOS GIMENEZ; Mr. MARK GREEN, 
whom I mentioned; MICHAEL MCCAUL; 
and TED DEUTCH for their solidarity. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution for the cause of 
freedom and human rights in Cuba so 
that the Cuban people know that they 
are not alone and that we are with 
them. 

Again, while we would like to be 
stronger, I am grateful for those who 
have worked day in and day out to fi-
nally bring this forward. 

Patria y vida. Cuba will be free. They 
must know, and they will know, that 
they are not alone. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 11⁄2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Pennsylvania (Ms. WILD). 

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H. Res. 760 and in soli-
darity with the Cubans who, have over 
the past months, turned out in large 
numbers to engage in peaceful dem-
onstrations for a better future. 
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They did so with the full knowledge 

that they were braving an authori-
tarian regime that criminalizes dis-
sent. 

According to Amnesty Inter-
national’s Americas director: ‘‘In re-
sponse to the protests of 11 July, the 
Cuban authorities have applied the 
same machinery of control that they 
have used to target alternative think-
ers for decades, but now amped up to a 
scale we haven’t seen in almost 20 
years, and with new tactics, including 
the use of internet interruptions and 
online censorship to control and cover 
up the grave human rights violations 
they have committed.’’ 

These are sons and daughters, moth-
ers and fathers, husbands and wives. 
Above all, they are human beings who 
are entitled to fundamental rights de-
nied to them for far too long. 

As the House of Representatives 
takes this vote, let us stand with every 
prisoner of conscience and dissident 
facing persecution in Cuba and in every 
corner of the world. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 4 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. SALAZAR). 

Ms. SALAZAR. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Ranking Member GREEN. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. 
Res. 760. I want to thank my col-
leagues, MARIO DIAZ-BALART and 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, for spon-
soring this resolution denouncing the 
Cuban regime and supporting freedom 
for the people of Cuba. 

On July 11, the world watched as 
thousands of Cubans peacefully took to 
the streets calling for libertad, mean-
ing freedom or liberty. But the Castro 
thugs responded by cracking their 
heads open in the streets of Havana. 
Ever since, countless dissidents have 
been arrested, and hundreds more have 
disappeared. 

But what is encouraging is that these 
young men and women of unbelievable 
courage cannot be stopped. 

And do you know why, Mr. Speaker? 
Because their hunger to pursue free-
dom and to pursue happiness drives 
them, and that is bigger than the 
stranglehold the Castro regime has put 
on them for 60 years. Apparently, free-
dom is bigger than fear, and that is 
why, in 10 days from today, on Novem-
ber 15, these brave freedom fighters 
will flood the streets of Cuba once 
again. 

Already, the Castro repressive appa-
ratus is showing its ugly head. That is 
why we, the United States Congress, 
the seat of power in this shining city 
on a hill the whole world is watching, 
must approve this resolution today to 
express solidarity with the Cuban peo-
ple. 

We are demanding that peaceful pro-
testers be allowed to assemble without 
fear of being brutalized. We are con-
demning the heinous crimes committed 
by this tyrannical regime. We are call-
ing now on the Biden administration 
peacefully and respectfully to provide 
internet to Cuba. 

We are on the cusp of momentous 
change for that island. We are less than 
2 weeks away from another heroic dem-
onstration by the Cuban people. We are 
less than 2 weeks away from another 
violent crackdown by the regime. 

These pictures right here are evi-
dence. They came straight from Cuban 
television. Castro’s civilian gestapo, 
armed with clubs, is ready to attack 
those who will dare to shout ‘‘libertad’’ 
on the streets of Cuba because in Cuba 
protesters are brutalized, detained, and 
beaten. They are jailed and charged 
with treason because in the eyes of this 
murderous regime, free speech is a 
crime and liberty is illegal. 

This resolution from the United 
States House of Representatives will 
send a message loud and clear that we 
will always stand on the side of free-
dom, democracy, and human rights and 
that the Castro regime’s days are num-
bered. May the Lord allow for that. 

The world is watching, and it is time 
for the Cubans to be free like Ameri-
cans, like we all are. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H. Res. 760. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ), 
who is a great champion for human 
rights and an outspoken champion for 
those human rights when they are vio-
lated so close to our own shores. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for 
yielding and for his leadership as well 
on human rights worldwide. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise to urge 
my colleagues to support H. Res. 760. I 
authored this bipartisan resolution co- 
led by my dear friend, MARIO DIAZ- 
BALART, to send a message to the brave 
Cubans who are desperately yearning 
for freedom and legitimate self-govern-
ance: The American people are firmly 
by your side. 

The passionate human cry for self-de-
termination ringing out from the 
streets of Havana has moved this Con-
gress and achieved something beautiful 
and all too rare. It has united Demo-
crats and Republicans behind this call 
for freedom. 

Today, we are here to do something 
simple and unifying that is at the 
heart of American values: support 
human rights and freedom of expres-
sion and freedom from repression. 

Today, this body stands arm in arm 
to condemn the Cuban regime’s acts of 
repression. Together, we proclaim the 
strongest possible support for the 
Cuban people to take a courageous 
stand in the streets on November 15, as 
they did on July 11, and peacefully ex-
press their opposition to the brutality 
and dehumanization of the Cuban re-
gime. 

As representatives of the American 
people, we proudly express unyielding 
solidarity with the Cuban people who 
wish to peacefully assemble and boldly 
demand their freedom from oppression. 

The regime has all the tools of re-
pression in their possession, but the 

Cuban people are armed with truth, 
conviction, and courage. Dictators 
thrive on silence, lies, and fear. That is 
why the resolution before this Chamber 
today is so important. This body must 
use our platform to shed light on the 
tyranny that casts a shadow over such 
a beautiful island. 

The Cuban regime’s deception, re-
pression, and arbitrary imprisonment 
of citizens, activists, and artists can-
not withstand the people’s demands for 
freedom, agency, and accountability. 

b 1445 
By passing this resolution today, we 

will make sure the Cuban people’s calls 
for freedom are not silenced. Instead, 
we will amplify them as we are here 
this afternoon. 

And we are not alone. In adopting 
this resolution, we will join with the 
European Parliament who adopted a 
resolution earlier this summer that 
condemns the Cuban regime’s blatant 
disregard for human rights. 

Now we too must loudly proclaim 
that this Congress stands for democ-
racy and denounces the unaccountable 
corruption clinging to power just 
across the Straits of Florida. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to take one mo-
ment to thank all of those, including 
President Biden, and especially Presi-
dent Biden, for standing with the 
Cuban people; for standing up for free-
dom, for free and fair elections on the 
island, for freedom of expression, and 
for making sure that we can help hold 
this unaccountable regime account-
able. 

I also want to thank those who 
helped deliver this message today, my 
good friends: ALBIO SIRES, MARIO DIAZ- 
BALART, and, of course, Leader HOYER. 
And I also want to thank Chairman 
MEEKS for working with me on this res-
olution as well and my colleagues from 
Florida. Without their hard work and 
the efforts of many other allies of 
Cuban democracy, we could not send 
this powerful, bipartisan message 
today. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield an 
additional 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from Florida. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, make no mistake. We are 
united today around the Cuban people’s 
fight for libertad and patria y vida. 

I ask all Members to embrace the 
unifying principles in this resolution 
which avoids the policy arguments and 
expresses our support for basic human 
rights. Who could be against that? 

I urge all of my colleagues to stand 
behind and side by side with the Cuban 
people and support their pursuit of lib-
erty and justice. I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on 
H. Res. 760. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. LEE). 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in opposition to H. Res. 760, but let 
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me just say I, too, support the basic 
rights of the Cuban people, the basic 
human rights of the Cuban people. As 
an African American who has engaged 
in many protests for justice, I know 
the impact of keeping government and 
police forces from interfering in our ac-
tions for our basic rights. 

We should not excuse the Cuban Gov-
ernment for limiting their own people’s 
freedom and opportunity. But let me 
just say: Here in Congress, we need to 
also take a hard look at the failed U.S. 
policy that has not helped the Cuban 
people and too often inflicted harm on 
them. They say insanity is doing the 
same thing over and over again expect-
ing a different result. Well, for 60 years 
we have been squeezing the Cuban peo-
ple thinking that if we starve them 
just enough it will somehow lead to de-
mocracy. 

So it is long overdue to support poli-
cies that truly help the Cuban people. 
The Obama administration showed us 
that we can take a new approach. That 
is through engagement, diplomacy, 
trade, travel, and, yes, support for 
human rights for the Cuban people. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
oppose this resolution on the suspen-
sion calendar today and we should have 
an honest debate about a new Cuban 
policy that talks about and supports 
what real human rights for the Cuban 
people mean. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 11⁄2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. LOIS FRANKEL). 

Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank Representative TED 
DEUTCH and my colleagues. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in soli-
darity with the people of Cuba who de-
serve the right to stand up peacefully 
for freedom and basic human rights 
without fear of repercussions. 

This summer, as my colleagues have 
already described, thousands of Cubans 
took to the streets peacefully to raise 
their voices for basics like food, and 
medicine, access to the internet, for 
freedom and opportunity in their coun-
try. And what was the response by 
their Cuban Government? Violence and 
arrests and detention without due 
process of hundreds of the protesters. 

Here is what I think we can all agree 
with: the ability to speak freely, to rise 
and protest our fundamental human 
rights that everyone deserves, no mat-
ter where they live in the world, and 
that is whether you are marching here 
in Washington, or in south Florida, or 
on the streets of Havana. We must con-
tinue to support and stand up for those 
who are standing up for fundamental 
freedoms. And we must condemn the 
acts of violence and undue repercus-
sions against people for exercising 
these rights. 

So today, by passing this important 
resolution, we take a stand and we 
shine a spotlight on these blatant at-
tacks on human rights in Cuba by con-
demning the acts. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield an 
additional 15 seconds to the gentle-
woman from Florida. 

Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I just join those in con-
demning the acts of repression by the 
Cuban regime and call for the imme-
diate release of Cuban citizens arbi-
trarily detained. I urge my colleagues 
to pass this resolution. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 11⁄2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CUELLAR). 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank Mr. DEUTCH for yielding and 
for his strong leadership on this issue, 
and I certainly want to thank my 
classmate, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, 
for bringing this bill to the floor, plus 
all of the Members in a bipartisan way, 
I thank them so much. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to express my sol-
idarity with the Cuban people who 
have exercised their human rights to 
peacefully demonstrate for their right-
ful freedoms and their liberty, their 
libertad. This past July thousands of 
Cuban citizens took to the streets and 
in unison, they chanted: libertad, 
libertad—liberty, liberty. 

They protested for freedom. They 
protested for liberty. They protested 
for vida—life—and for patria—also 
country. They wanted a change after 
more than six decades of authoritarian 
rule. 

Demonstrators were shown waving 
American flags symbolizing the liberty 
that they so desperately want. One pro-
tester remarked to the press: It felt so 
good to finally be able to protest in our 
country. It is only human to feel fear, 
but that moved to the background be-
cause you knew that we were doing the 
right thing. The Cuban Government re-
acted to such demonstrations with un-
just imprisonment of hundreds of pro-
testers, and, of course, they cut off peo-
ple’s access to the internet as part of 
the government’s crackdown. 

In closing, the people of Cuba deserve 
the right to protest. They have the 
right to have freedom—libertad—patria 
y vida. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that we support 
this legislation and pass this. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 11⁄2 
minutes to the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. CRIST). 

Mr. CRIST. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Representative DEUTCH for yielding. 

In recent years, the living conditions 
for the Cuban people have deteriorated 
rapidly. Shortages of basic goods like 
food, medicine, even hygienic products 
like diapers, have become the norm. 
Socialism and communism have truly 
failed. The economy has collapsed and 
in order to maintain power, leaders 
have only tightened their stranglehold 
on the people. 

The Cuban people have responded. 
This past summer we witnessed his-

tory. Cubans from all walks of life 
peacefully took to the streets demand-
ing reform and freedom. They were met 
with violence. Since then, demonstra-
tors have been rounded up, and show 
trials, arbitrary detentions, and crack-
downs on thought and speech have fol-
lowed. Activists are still missing and 
have not been seen for months. Our 
hearts are with the Cuban exile com-
munity, nearly 1.6 million in Florida 
alone, including many second- and 
third-generation Floridians. 

They call America home because 
they cannot call Cuba home due to the 
violent, Communist dictatorship. This 
resolution is an important statement 
by the people’s House that we will not 
stand by while Cubans suffer and die. 
And we will lead the international 
community in holding the Communist 
regime accountable. Please vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, the peo-
ple of Florida stand with the people of 
Cuba. 

I am pleased to yield 11⁄2 minutes to 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Mrs. 
DEMINGS), another colleague from Flor-
ida. 

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, during 
his inaugural address in 1960, President 
Kennedy said these words: ‘‘Let every 
nation know . . . that we shall pay any 
price, bear any burden, meet any hard-
ship, support any friend, oppose any foe 
to assure the survival and the success 
of liberty.’’ 

We know what freedom means in 
America. It is the lifeline of our Na-
tion. The people of Cuba have cried out 
for freedom, and because of who we are, 
America must answer the call. 

The failed socialist regime in Cuba 
has delivered tyranny instead of free-
dom, poverty instead of prosperity, and 
violence to silence its own people in-
stead of protection and safety. We de-
nounce that regime and we stand with 
the people because we stand for free-
dom. 

One protester said this: ‘‘It’s only 
human to feel fear but that moved to 
the background because you knew you 
were doing the right thing.’’ 

I say to America, this statement 
should be familiar to all of us. We will 
not stay neutral for neutrality helps 
the oppressor, never the oppressed. De-
mocracy and a free economy are the 
right path forward for Cuba. 

We stand today and we support this 
resolution so that every Cuban, like 
every American and every Floridian, 
will know that they have a God-given 
right to safety, liberty, and the right 
to freely choose their own future. To-
gether we stand. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I continue to reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 11⁄2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Mrs. MURPHY), 
my colleague. 

Mrs. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in strong support of this bi-
partisan resolution. 
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This resolution honors the Cuban 

people who have protested peacefully 
at great personal risk for their funda-
mental freedoms and a brighter future 
for their families. These are men and 
women of courage and character, con-
fronting a ruthless and repressive re-
gime. 

Our resolution sends these patriots a 
simple message: America has your 
back. 

I feel a deep sense of solidarity with 
the Cuban people. When I was a baby, 
my family fled a Communist country, 
and like many Cuban families, we 
found refuge and opportunity in Amer-
ica. And like so many Cuban Ameri-
cans, I never take for granted the 
rights I am afforded in this country be-
cause I know what the alternative 
looks like. 

Following the historic protests in 
Cuba, I offered a bipartisan amendment 
to an appropriations bill that would 
have increased funding to support de-
mocracy, human rights, political pris-
oners, and internet access in Cuba. To 
my grave disappointment, this amend-
ment was prevented from coming to 
the floor of the House by members of 
my own party. 

America must speak and act with 
moral clarity. We should support men 
and women standing up to authori-
tarian regimes across the globe, and es-
pecially in our shared neighborhood. I 
urge support for this bill. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 11⁄2 
minutes to the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. SOTO). 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, let it be 
known, just 90 miles off the coast of 
our State of Florida is a murderous, so-
cialist dictatorship that is murdering 
and crushing its people. Let it also be 
known across this Nation that Demo-
crats and Republicans are coming to-
gether today to express solidarity with 
Cuban citizens demonstrating peace-
fully for fundamental freedoms and de-
mocracy. 

We saw it this summer when they 
took to the streets on the island as 
well as across our country including in 
Orlando. I was proud to stand in soli-
darity. Resolutions expressing support 
are important, but so is action, which 
is why, after this is done, we need to 
pursue other, more substantive policies 
like: stopping enslavement of Cuban 
doctors, putting more pressure for 
internet access on the island; address-
ing Havana syndrome and the attack 
on our diplomats, sanctions and U.N. 
action to stop even some of our own 
U.N. European allies from continuing 
to prop up this dictatorship. That will 
make a big difference. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

b 1500 
Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, before we 

vote on this, I yield an additional 1 
minute to the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ), the 
driving force behind this. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for 
yielding. 

Libertad para Cuba. Patria y vida. 
(English translation of Spanish is as 

follows: Freedom for Cuba. Country 
and life.) 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

I would like to first associate myself 
with the comments that the majority 
leader made at the beginning of his 
comments, where he described a sig-
nificant overlap, a place here where 
both parties can come together to sup-
port this resolution. We all agree on 
the importance of human rights. 

I am hopeful a dialogue on the policy 
differences that he mentioned occurs 
soon. The shift toward 
authoritarianism in Latin America 
continues, and I believe most of this 
body recognizes Cuba’s hand in all of 
that. 

Patria y vida. Cuba libre. 
(English translation of Spanish is as 

follows: Country and life. Free Cuba.) 
Once again, I want to thank my 

friends, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. 
DIAZ-BALART, and Mr. SIRES, for lead-
ing this measure, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume for 
the purpose of closing. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Mr. 
GREEN, I want to thank Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and Mr. DIAZ- 
BALART, as well as our good friend Mr. 
SIRES, all of them, for their bipartisan 
leadership of this important resolution. 
I want to thank Senator MENENDEZ and 
Senator RUBIO for the same. 

We have the opportunity today here, 
at this moment, to show unequivocally 
that the United States stands with the 
people of Cuba, that we stand with 
them in their desire for basic rights, 
that we want to see relations between 
the United States and the Cuban people 
flourish, that we support today and 
will always support the Cuban people 
in their pursuit of freedom, the right to 
free expression, and the right to live 
and be free. 

I thank the bill sponsors for their im-
portant work on this resolution. I urge 
all of my colleagues to stand for 
human rights, to stand with the people 
of Cuba, and to support this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
DEUTCH) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 760. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes. 

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 3 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1516 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BLUMENAUER) at 3 o’clock 
and 16 minutes p.m. 

f 

REINFORCING NICARAGUA’S AD-
HERENCE TO CONDITIONS FOR 
ELECTORAL REFORM ACT OF 2021 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 1064) to advance the strategic 
alignment of United States diplomatic 
tools toward the realization of free, 
fair, and transparent elections in Nica-
ragua and to reaffirm the commitment 
of the United States to protect the fun-
damental freedoms and human rights 
of the people of Nicaragua, and for 
other purposes, on which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
DEUTCH) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 387, nays 35, 
answered ‘‘present’’ 4, not voting 5, as 
follows: 

[Roll No. 354] 

YEAS—387 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Allred 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 
Axne 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice (OK) 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NC) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Boebert 
Bonamici 

Bost 
Bourdeaux 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady 
Brooks 
Brown 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carl 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten 
Castro (TX) 
Cawthorn 
Chabot 
Cheney 

Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Cleaver 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyburn 
Clyde 
Cole 
Comer 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crist 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis, Danny K. 
Davis, Rodney 
Dean 
DeGette 
DelBene 
Delgado 
Demings 
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