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economy, creating significant demands for 
high-quality and efficient upskilling and 
reskilling opportunities to ensure a quick 
and equitable recovery; 

Whereas career and technical education 
(referred to in this preamble as ‘‘CTE’’) en-
sures that competitive and skilled workers 
are ready, willing, and capable of holding 
jobs in high-wage, high-skill, and in-demand 
career fields such as science, technology, en-
gineering, art and design, mathematics, 
nursing, allied health, construction, infor-
mation technology, energy sustainability, 
and many other career fields that are vital 
in keeping the United States competitive in 
the global economy; 

Whereas CTE helps the United States meet 
the very real and immediate challenges of 
economic development, student achieve-
ment, and global competitiveness; 

Whereas the United States has 30,000,000 
jobs providing an average income of $55,000 
per year that do not require a bachelor’s de-
gree yet increasingly require some level of 
postsecondary education; 

Whereas over 12,800,000 students are en-
rolled in CTE across the country at the sec-
ondary and postsecondary levels, with CTE 
programs in thousands of CTE centers, com-
prehensive high schools, career academies, 
and CTE high schools, and nearly 1,000 2-year 
colleges; 

Whereas CTE matches employability skills 
with workforce demand and provides rel-
evant academic and technical coursework 
leading to industry-recognized credentials 
for secondary, postsecondary, and adult 
learners; 

Whereas CTE affords students the oppor-
tunity to gain the knowledge, skills, and cre-
dentials needed to secure careers in growing, 
high-demand fields; 

Whereas secondary CTE is associated with 
a lower probability of dropping out of high 
school and a higher likelihood of graduating 
on-time; 

Whereas according to an American Federa-
tion of Teachers poll, 94 percent of parents 
approve of expanding access to CTE and 
other programs that prepare students for 
jobs; 

Whereas students at schools with highly 
integrated rigorous academic and CTE pro-
grams are significantly more likely to meet 
college and career readiness benchmarks 
than students at schools with less integrated 
programs; 

Whereas, in 2018, Congress affirmed the im-
portance of CTE by passing the Strength-
ening Career and Technical Education for 
the 21st Century Act (Public Law 115–224), 
which supports program improvement in sec-
ondary and postsecondary CTE programs in 
all 50 States, the District of Columbia, Puer-
to Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, 
and outlying areas; and 

Whereas, February 23, 2019, marked the 
102nd anniversary of the signing of the Act of 
February 23, 1917 (39 Stat. 929, commonly 
known as the ‘‘Smith-Hughes Vocational 
Education Act of 1917’’), which was the first 
major Federal investment in secondary CTE 
and laid the foundation for the bipartisan, 
bicameral support for CTE that continues as 
of February 2021: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the designation of February 

2021 as ‘‘Career and Technical Education 
Month’’ to celebrate career and technical 
education across the United States; 

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Career 
and Technical Education Month; 

(3) recognizes the importance of career and 
technical education in preparing a well-edu-
cated and skilled workforce in the United 
States; and 

(4) encourages educators, school coun-
selors, guidance and career development pro-

fessionals, administrators, and parents to 
promote career and technical education as a 
respected option for students. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, by sup-
porting the development of a workforce 
trained in in-demand skills, we can ac-
celerate the recovery of our economy. 
The Nation’s continued progress and 
the socioeconomic mobility of our citi-
zens are contingent on the education 
and skills of the American workforce 
and its ability to adjust to and fulfill 
the needs of the 21st century econ-
omy—especially in the wake of the 
coronavirus pandemic. Career and 
technical education (CTE) programs 
are vital to every student’s education, 
providing them access to the important 
knowledge, skills, and credentials 
needed to obtain careers in rapidly 
growing, high-demand industries. 
Today, approximately 12.8 million stu-
dents across the Nation are enrolled in 
CTE programs offered by thousands of 
career academies, comprehensive high 
schools, CTE high schools, community 
colleges, and CTE centers. Through ap-
plied learning, these students obtain 
workplace skills and technical training 
that mirror in-demand positions in the 
workforce. 

In the next decade, millions of 
skilled workers will be needed to fill 
infrastructure positions in the United 
States, including jobs related to de-
signing, building, and operating trans-
portation, housing, telecommuni-
cation, and utilities facilities. CTE 
programs intentionally match skills 
with workforce demands, lowering the 
probability of high school drop-out and 
increasing the likelihood of on time 
graduation rates. These CTE programs 
will help fill the estimated 30 million 
U.S. jobs available with an average an-
nual income of $55,000 that do not re-
quire a bachelor’s degree yet neces-
sitate some level of postsecondary edu-
cation. 

Across Virginia, I hear about an in-
crease in workforce needs from front-
line health services to manufacturing 
PPE to contract tracing—the list goes 
on. As we see a surge in unemployment 
overall from the pandemic, it is essen-
tial that we highlight the important 
role of CTE in the country’s ability to 
meet the challenges we face in eco-
nomic recovery and development, stu-
dent achievement, and global competi-
tiveness. In 2018, Congress affirmed the 
importance of CTE by passing the 
Strengthening Career and Technical 
Education for the 21st Century Act 
which supports CTE programs in sec-
ondary and postsecondary education. 
We also need to ensure we continue 
reskilling and upskilling workers by 
supporting workforce development pro-
grams. 

Today, with my Senate CTE Caucus 
co-chairs Senator PORTMAN, Senator 
BALDWIN, and Senator YOUNG and more 
than half of my colleagues in the Sen-
ate, I am pleased to again introduce a 
bipartisan resolution to designate Feb-
ruary as Career and Technical Edu-
cation (CTE) month. CTE Month en-

courages students, parents, counselors, 
educators, and school leaders to learn 
more about the diverse educational op-
portunities offered in their commu-
nities, and recognize the valuable role 
of CTE in developing a well-educated 
and highly skilled workforce in the 
United States. 

By formally recognizing CTE Month 
through this resolution, we hope to 
bring greater awareness to improving 
access to high-quality career and tech-
nical education for millions of Amer-
ica’s students and our nation’s ongoing 
economic competitiveness. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 92—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 5, 2021, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL SPEECH AND DEBATE 
EDUCATION DAY’’ 
Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr. 

COONS, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BRAUN, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. ERNST, Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH, Mr. KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
and Ms. WARREN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 92 

Whereas it is essential for youth to learn 
and practice the art of communicating with 
and without technology; 

Whereas speech and debate education of-
fers students myriad forms of public speak-
ing through which students may develop tal-
ent and exercise unique voice and character; 

Whereas speech and debate education gives 
students the 21st-century skills of commu-
nication, critical thinking, creativity, and 
collaboration; 

Whereas critical analysis and effective 
communication allow important ideas, texts, 
and philosophies the opportunity to flourish; 

Whereas personal, professional, and civic 
interactions are enhanced by the ability of 
the participants in those interactions to lis-
ten, concur, question, and dissent with rea-
son and compassion; 

Whereas students who participate in 
speech and debate have chosen a challenging 
activity that requires regular practice, dedi-
cation, and hard work; 

Whereas teachers and coaches of speech 
and debate devote in-school, afterschool, and 
weekend hours to equip students with life- 
changing skills and opportunities; 

Whereas National Speech and Debate Edu-
cation Day emphasizes the lifelong impact of 
providing people of the United States with 
the confidence and preparation to both dis-
cern and share views; 

Whereas National Speech and Debate Edu-
cation Day acknowledges that most achieve-
ments, celebrations, commemorations, and 
pivotal moments in modern history begin, 
end, or are crystallized with public address; 

Whereas National Speech and Debate Edu-
cation Day recognizes that learning to re-
search, construct, and present an argument 
is integral to personal advocacy, social 
movements, and the making of public policy; 

Whereas the National Speech & Debate As-
sociation, in conjunction with national and 
local partners, honors and celebrates the im-
portance of speech and debate through Na-
tional Speech and Debate Education Day; 
and 

Whereas National Speech and Debate Edu-
cation Day emphasizes the importance of 
speech and debate education and the integra-
tion of speech and debate education across 
grade levels and disciplines: Now, therefore, 
be it 
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Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 5, 2021, as ‘‘National 

Speech and Debate Education Day’’; 
(2) strongly affirms the purposes of Na-

tional Speech and Debate Education Day; 
and 

(3) encourages educational institutions, 
businesses, community and civic associa-
tions, and all people of the United States to 
celebrate and promote National Speech and 
Debate Education Day. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 93—CON-
GRATULATING THE UNIVERSITY 
OF ALABAMA CRIMSON TIDE 
FOOTBALL TEAM FOR WINNING 
THE 2021 NATIONAL COLLEGIATE 
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION COL-
LEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF NA-
TIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 

Mr. SHELBY (for himself and Mr. 
TUBERVILLE) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 93 

Whereas the University of Alabama Crim-
son Tide football team went 13-0 and won the 
2021 National Collegiate Athletic Association 
College Football Playoff National Champion-
ship, defeating the Ohio State University 
Buckeyes by a score of 52 to 24 at the Hard 
Rock Stadium in Miami, Florida, on January 
11, 2021; 

Whereas this victory marks the sixth Col-
lege Football National Championship in the 
last 11 years for the University of Alabama 
and the 18th National Championship overall; 

Whereas the 2021 National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association College Football Playoff 
National Championship was the 73rd post- 
season football bowl appearance and the 44th 
football bowl victory for the University of 
Alabama; 

Whereas the 2020–2021 Crimson Tide foot-
ball team won the Southeastern Conference 
Championship and went 11-0 in conference 
play, becoming the first team in college foot-
ball history to win 11 Southeastern Con-
ference games in a single season; 

Whereas the 2020–2021 Crimson Tide foot-
ball team averaged 48.5 points per game, 
which is the most in Southeastern Con-
ference history; 

Whereas the University of Alabama head 
football coach, Nick Saban, has now won 7 
College Football National Championships, 
setting the record for the most national 
championships won by a single head coach; 

Whereas this victory extends the record of 
Coach Saban to 170 wins and 23 losses during 
his tenure as the head football coach of the 
University of Alabama; 

Whereas members of the 2020–2021 Crimson 
Tide football team have been honored by var-
ious awards throughout the season and dur-
ing the post-season, including the 2020 
Heisman Trophy winner, DeVonta Smith; 

Whereas Chancellor Finis St. John IV, 
President Stuart Bell, and Athletic Director 
Greg Byrne have emphasized the importance 
of academic success to the Crimson Tide 
football team and all student-athletes at the 
University of Alabama; and 

Whereas the 2020–2021 Crimson Tide foot-
ball team has brought great pride and honor 
to the University of Alabama, loyal fans of 
the Crimson Tide, and the entire State of 
Alabama: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the University of Ala-

bama Crimson Tide for an undefeated season 
and winning the 2021 National Collegiate 
Athletic Association College Football Play-
off National Championship game; 

(2) recognizes the achievements of all play-
ers, coaches, and staff who contributed to 
the championship season; and 

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary 
of the Senate prepare an official copy of this 
resolution for presentation to— 

(A) the President of the University of Ala-
bama, Dr. Stuart Bell; 

(B) the Athletic Director of the University 
of Alabama, Greg Byrne; and 

(C) the Head Coach of the University of 
Alabama Crimson Tide football team, Nick 
Saban. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 94—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING 
FEBRUARY 28, 2021, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL TRIBAL COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES WEEK’’ 

Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mr. 
DAINES, Ms. SMITH, Ms. WARREN, Mrs. 
FISCHER, Mr. BARRASSO, Ms. SINEMA, 
Mr. CRAMER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. SCHATZ, 
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. INHOFE, Ms. STABENOW, 
Mr. THUNE, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. KELLY, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. 
ROUNDS, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. LANKFORD, 
and Mr. HOEVEN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 94 

Whereas there are 37 Tribal Colleges and 
Universities operating on more than 75 cam-
puses in 16 States; 

Whereas Tribal Colleges and Universities 
are tribally chartered or federally chartered 
institutions of higher education and there-
fore have a unique relationship with the Fed-
eral Government; 

Whereas Tribal Colleges and Universities 
serve students from more than 230 federally 
recognized Indian tribes; 

Whereas Tribal Colleges and Universities 
offer students access to knowledge and skills 
grounded in cultural traditions and values, 
including indigenous languages, which— 

(1) enhances Indian communities; and 
(2) enriches the United States as a nation; 
Whereas Tribal Colleges and Universities 

provide access to high-quality postsecondary 
educational opportunities for— 

(1) American Indians; 
(2) Alaska Natives; and 
(3) other individuals that live in some of 

the most isolated and economically de-
pressed areas in the United States; 

Whereas Tribal Colleges and Universities 
are accredited institutions of higher edu-
cation that prepare students to succeed in 
the global and highly competitive workforce; 

Whereas Tribal Colleges and Universities 
have open enrollment policies, and approxi-
mately 15 percent of the students at Tribal 
Colleges and Universities are non-Indian in-
dividuals; and 

Whereas the collective mission and the 
considerable achievements of Tribal Colleges 
and Universities deserve national recogni-
tion: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week beginning February 

28, 2021, as ‘‘National Tribal Colleges and 
Universities Week’’; and 

(2) calls on the people of the United States 
and interested groups to observe National 
Tribal Colleges and Universities Week with 
appropriate activities and programs to dem-
onstrate support for Tribal Colleges and Uni-
versities. 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I have 7 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, March 3, 2021, at 
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on nomi-
nations. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, March 3, 2021, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing on nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
The Committee on Finance is author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, March 3, 2021, at 
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on nomi-
nations. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 3, 2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
hearing on nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, March 3, 
2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 
The Committee on Rules and Admin-

istration is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 3, 2021, at 10 a.m., to con-
duct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 3, 2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
briefing. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 
4, 2021 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 12 noon, Thursday, March 4; 
that following the prayer and pledge, 
the morning hour be deemed expired, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
and morning business be closed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL TOMORROW 
Mr. DURBIN. If there is no further 

business to come before the Senate, I 
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