7]
March 18, 2021

are veterans who have made lasting con-
tributions to the United States military;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women broke down his-
torical gender barriers to enlistment in the
military, including—

(1) Inupiat Eskimo sharpshooter Laura
Beltz Wright of the Alaska Territorial Guard
during World War II; and

(2) Minnie Spotted Wolf of the Blackfeet
Tribe, the first Native American woman to
enlist in the United States Marine Corps in
1943;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women have made the
ultimate sacrifice for the United States, in-
cluding Lori Ann Piestewa, a member of the
Hopi Tribe and the first woman in the United
States military Kkilled in the Iraqg War in
2003;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women have contrib-
uted to the economic development of Native
Nations and the United States as a whole, in-
cluding Elouise Cobell of the Blackfeet
Tribe, a recipient of the Presidential Medal
of Freedom, who—

(1) served as the treasurer of her Tribe;

(2) founded the first Tribally owned na-
tional bank; and

(3) led the fight against Federal mis-
management of funds held in trust for more
than 500,000 Native Americans;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women own an esti-
mated 154,900 businesses;

Whereas these Native women-owned busi-
nesses employ more than 50,000 workers and
generate over $10,000,000,000 in revenues as of
2016;

Whereas American Indian and Alaska Na-
tive women have opened an average of more
than 17 new businesses each day since 2007;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women have made sig-
nificant contributions to the field of medi-
cine, including Susan La Flesche Picotte of
the Omaha Tribe, who is widely acknowl-
edged as the first Native American to earn a
medical degree;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women have contrib-
uted to important scientific advancements,
including—

(1) Floy Agnes Lee of Santa Clara Pueblo,
who—

(A) worked on the Manhattan Project
during World War II; and

(B) pioneered research on radiation biol-
ogy and cancer;

(2) Native Hawaiian Isabella Kauakea Yau
Yung Aiona Abbott, who—

(A) was the first woman on the biological
sciences faculty at Stanford University;
and

(B) was awarded the highest award in
marine botany from the National Academy
of Sciences, the Gilbert Morgan Smith
medal, in 1997; and
(3) Mary Golda Ross of the Cherokee Na-

tion, who—

(A) is considered the first Native Amer-
ican engineer of the National Aeronautic
and Space Administration;

(B) helped develop spacecrafts for the
Gemini and Apollo space programs; and

(C) was recognized by the Federal Gov-
ernment on the 2019 $1 coin honoring Na-
tive Americans and their contributions;
Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,

and Native Hawaiian women have achieved
distinctive honors in the art of dance, in-
cluding Maria Tall Chief of the Osage Na-
tion, who was the first major prima ballerina
of the United States and was a recipient of a
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Ken-
nedy Center;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women have accom-
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plished notable literary achievements, in-
cluding Northern Paiute author Sarah
Winnemucca Hopkins, who wrote and pub-
lished one of the first Native American auto-
biographies in United States history in 1883;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women have regularly
led efforts to protect their traditional ways
of life and to revitalize and maintain Native
cultures and languages, including—

(1) Tewa linguist and teacher Esther Mar-
tinez, who developed a Tewa dictionary and
was credited with revitalizing the Tewa lan-
guage;

(2) Native Hawaiian scholar Mary Kawena
Pukui, who published more than 50 academic
works and was considered the most noted
Hawaiian translator of the 20th century; and

(3) Ahtna Athabascan Katie John of
Mentasta Lake, who was the lead plaintiff in
lawsuits that strengthened Native subsist-
ence fishing rights in Alaska and who helped
create the alphabet for the Ahtna language;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women have excelled in
athletic competition and created opportuni-
ties for other female athletes within their
sport, including Rell Kapoliokaehukai Sunn,
who—

(1) ranked as longboard surfing champion
of the world; and

(2) co-founded the Women’s Professional
Surfing Association in 1975, the first profes-
sional surfing tour for women;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women have played a
vital role in advancing civil rights, pro-
tecting human rights, advocating for land
rights, and safeguarding the environment,
including—

(1) Elizabeth Wanamaker Peratrovich of
the Tlingit Nation, who—

(A) helped secure the passage of the Anti-
Discrimination Act of 1945 of the Alaska
Territory, the first anti-discrimination law
in the United States; and

(B) was recognized by the Federal Gov-
ernment on the 2020 $1 coin honoring Na-
tive Americans and their contributions;

(2) Zitkala-Sa, a Yankton Dakota writer
and advocate, whose work during the early
20th century helped advance the citizenship,
voting, and land rights of Native Americans;
and

(3) Mary Jane Fate of the Koyukon
Athabascan village of Rampart, who was the
first woman to chair the Alaska Federation
of Natives, a founding member of the North
American Indian Women’s Association, and
an advocate for settlement of Indigenous
land claims in Alaska;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women have succeeded
as judges, attorneys, and legal advocates, in-
cluding Eliza ‘Lyda’” Conley, a Wyandot-
American lawyer and the first Native woman
admitted to argue a case before the Supreme
Court of the United States in 1909;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women have paved the
way for women in the law, including Native
Hawaiian Emma Kailikapiolono Metcalf
Beckley Nakuina, who served as the first fe-
male judge in Hawaii;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women are dedicated
public servants, holding important positions
in the Federal judicial branch, the Federal
executive branch, State governments, and
local governments;

Whereas American Indian and Alaska Na-
tive women have served as remarkable Trib-
al councilwomen, Tribal court judges, and
Tribal leaders, including Wilma Mankiller,
who—

(1) was the first woman elected to serve as
Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation; and
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(2) fought for Tribal self-determination and
the improvement of the community infra-
structure of her Tribe;

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women have also led
their People through notable acts of public
service, including—

(1) Kaahumanu, who was the first Native
Hawaiian woman to serve as regent of the
Kingdom of Hawaii; and

(2) Polly Cooper of the Oneida Indian Na-
tion, who—

(A) walked from central New York to
Valley Forge as part of a relief mission to
provide food for the army led by General
George Washington during the American
Revolutionary War; and

(B) was recognized for her courage and
generosity by Martha Washington;
Whereas the United States should continue

to invest in the future of American Indian,
Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian women
to address the barriers they face, including
access to justice, health care, and opportuni-
ties for educational and economic advance-
ment; and

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women are the life
givers, the culture bearers, and the care-
takers of Native peoples who have made pre-
cious contributions, enriching the lives of all
people of the United States: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) celebrates and honors the successes of
American Indian, Alaska Native, and Native
Hawaiian women and the contributions they
have made and continue to make to the
United States; and

(2) recognizes the importance of supporting
equity, providing safety, and upholding the
interests of American Indian, Alaska Native,
and Native Hawaiian women.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION  126—CON-
DEMNING THE CRACKDOWN BY
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEO-
PLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA AND
THE CHINESE COMMUNIST
PARTY IN HONG KONG, INCLUD-
ING THE ARRESTS OF PRO-DE-
MOCRACY ACTIVISTS AND RE-
PEATED VIOLATIONS OF THE OB-
LIGATIONS OF THAT GOVERN-
MENT UNDERTAKEN IN THE
SINO-BRITISH JOINT DECLARA-
TION OF 1984 AND THE HONG
KONG BASIC LAW

Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. CARDIN,
Mr. BRAUN, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. HOEVEN,
Mr. YOUNG, Mr. CooNS, Mr. COTTON, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. MARSHALL,
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. INHOFE, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. RiscH, and Mr. TILLIS)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 126
RESOLUTION

Whereas, on June 30, 2020, the Government
of the People’s Republic of China unilater-
ally enacted the Law of the People’s Repub-
lic of China on Safeguarding National Secu-
rity in the Hong Kong Special Administra-
tive Region (in this preamble referred to as
the ‘‘national security law’’) that banned se-
cession, subversion of state power, and for-
eign interference, charges that were delib-
erately vague and expansive allowing the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China maximum discretion to criminalize
political expression of which it disapproves;
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Whereas the national security law was
passed without input from the semi-demo-
cratic Legislative Council of Hong Kong, or
from the Hong Kong people more generally,
and with no other attempt to account for the
well-founded concerns of the Hong Kong peo-
ple regarding the sweeping nature of the leg-
islation and its incompatibility with Hong
Kong’s system of justice and legal protec-
tions for fundamental rights and freedoms;

Whereas the Government of the People’s
Republic of China, the Chinese Communist
Party, and the Government of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region have
applied the draconian national security law
arbitrarily to conduct a crackdown of un-
precedented scope and intensity, criminal-
izing peaceful protests, political dissent, and
other forms of nonviolent expression by the
people of Hong Kong;

Whereas the objective of the political
crackdown is to persecute individuals who
have led peaceful pro-democracy movements
in Hong Kong and to nullify the fundamental
freedoms and human rights guaranteed to
the people of Hong Kong under the Joint
Declaration of the Government of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire-
land and the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China on the Question of Hong
Kong, done at Beijing December 19, 1984
(commonly referred to as the ‘‘Sino-British
Joint Declaration of 1984’), and the Basic
Law of the Hong Kong Special Administra-
tive Region of the People’s Republic of
China, adopted April 4, 1990 (in this preamble
referred to as the ‘‘Hong Kong Basic Law’’);

Whereas, in July 2020, Hong Kong authori-
ties charged 19-year-old activist Tony Chung
with ‘inciting secession” on account of
peaceful political speech that occurred prior
to the enactment of the national security
law, and, in October 2020, arrested and im-
prisoned Chung, who remains incarcerated
awaiting trial under the national security
law;

Whereas, in July 2020, Hong Kong authori-
ties announced that elections for the Legis-
lative Council scheduled to be held in Sep-
tember 2020 would be postponed for an entire
year under the pretense of public health con-
cerns;

Whereas, in August 2020, the Government
of the People’s Republic of China and the
Chinese Communist Party detained 12 Hong
Kong activists at sea, 2 of whom were juve-
niles, attempting to flee Hong Kong for Tai-
wan, and, after holding those individuals ar-
bitrarily for 4 months and denying them ac-
cess to lawyers hired by their families, in
December 2020, tried them in a secret pro-
ceeding in Shenzhen, China, and, in January
2021, sentenced 10 of the 12 individuals to
prison;

Whereas, in November 2020, the Standing
Committee of the National People’s Congress
in Beijing, China, the rubber-stamp legisla-
ture of the Chinese Communist Party, adopt-
ed a decision that unilaterally disqualified
Hong Kong legislators who ‘‘publicize or sup-
port independence,” ‘‘seek foreign inter-
ference,” or engage in ‘‘other activities that
endanger national security,” thereby allow-
ing proxies of the Chinese Communist Party
in Hong Kong to arbitrarily remove any leg-
islator whose views the Party found objec-
tionable, which they immediately did by re-
moving 4 pro-democracy legislators;

Whereas, in December 2020, a Hong Kong
court sentenced prominent pro-democracy
leaders and activists Joshua Wong, Agnes
Chow, and Ivan Lam to prison for their roles
in an ‘‘unauthorized assembly’’ in 2019;

Whereas, in December 2020, Hong Kong au-
thorities arrested the founder of Apple Daily
and pro-democracy advocate Jimmy Lai on
false charges, repeatedly denied him bail,
and subsequently charged him with colluding
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with foreign forces under the national secu-
rity law;

Whereas, in January 2021, Hong Kong au-
thorities arbitrarily arrested 53 pro-democ-
racy politicians and subsequently charged all
but 6 of them with ‘‘subversion’ under Arti-
cle 22 of the national security law for simply
conducting a public opinion poll in July 2020
regarding candidates for the Legislative
Council;

Whereas, on February 23, 2021, Hong Kong
authorities announced that any candidate
for district councilor, the lowest level of offi-
cials and the only office that is fully demo-
cratic, must be a ‘‘patriot’” and take an oath
swearing to uphold the Hong Kong Basic Law
and pledge allegiance to the Government of
the People’s Republic of China, and can-
didates who engage in ‘‘negative’ behaviors,
such as promoting self-determination, com-
posing a referendum, or ‘‘seeking to under-
mine the Hong Kong government’s interest
and political structure,”” will be barred from
election for 5 years;

Whereas, on February 28, 2021, Hong Kong
authorities arrested 47 pro-democracy fig-
ures, most of whom are or were elected gov-
ernment officials, with ‘‘conspiracy to com-
mit subversion’ under the national security
law for organizing and participating in an in-
formal democratic primary for the Legisla-
tive Council;

Whereas, on February 28, 2021, Secretary of
State Antony Blinken stated, ‘“We condemn
the detention and charges filed against pan-
democratic candidates in Hong Kong’s elec-
tions and call for their immediate release.
Political participation and freedom of ex-
pression should not be crimes. The U.S.
stands with the people of Hong Kong.”’;

Whereas, on March 11, 2021, the National
People’s Congress in Beijing adopted meas-
ures designed to fundamentally undo the ex-
isting democratic process in Hong Kong; and

Whereas the people of Hong Kong have re-
peatedly shown extraordinary dedication to
the cause of democracy and freedom for more
than 3 decades, and almost continuously
since 2014, protesting peacefully in the
broiling heat and pouring rain while often
enduring tear gas, water cannons, and worse,
and have organized their communities, writ-
ten petitions, tried to stand for office, and
volunteered for various forms of civic en-
gagement, and when the police attacked pro-
testers, other Hong Kongers stepped up to
serve as medics, legal advisers, and liaisons
to the protestors’ families: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the crackdown carried out in
Hong Kong by the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, the Government of
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Re-
gion, and the Chinese Communist Party
under the illegitimate and arbitrary pretext
of national security and notes that the
crackdown violates the legal obligations of
that Government under—

(A) the international, legally binding Joint
Declaration of the Government of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire-
land and the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China on the Question of Hong
Kong, done at Beijing December 19, 1984 (in
this resolution referred to as the ‘“Sino-Brit-
ish Joint Declaration of 1984’"); and

(B) the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Spe-
cial Administrative Region of the People’s
Republic of China, adopted April 4, 1990 (in
this resolution referred to as the ‘‘Hong
Kong Basic Law’’);

(2) expresses solidarity with the people of
Hong Kong, including pro-democracy advo-
cates, independent journalists, lawyers, peo-
ple of faith, and other targeted groups in
Hong Kong;
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(3) calls on the United States Government
to use all diplomatic means and economic
tools available, including targeted sanctions
and measures provided for in the Hong Kong
Human Rights and Democracy Act of 2019
(Public Law 116-76; 22 U.S.C. 5701 note) and
the Hong Kong Autonomy Act (Public Law
116-149; 22 U.S.C. 5701 note), to—

(A) impose costs on Chinese Communist
Party officials, officials of the Government
of the People’s Republic of China, and offi-
cials of the Government of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region responsible
for—

(i) the criminalization of political dissent
under the Law of the People’s Republic of
China on Safeguarding National Security in
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Re-
gion (in this resolution referred to as the
“national security law’’); and

(ii) the implementation of the national se-
curity law;

(B) provide refuge and safe harbor to those
Hong Kongers at risk for persecution, includ-
ing by designating such individuals as Pri-
ority 2 refugees of special humanitarian con-
cern;

(C) demand the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of all political prisoners in
Hong Kong, including Joshua Wong, Agnes
Chow, Jimmy Lai, Martin Lee, Margaret Ng,
Lee Cheuk-yan, Leung Kwok-hung, Benny
Tai, Tony Chung, the Hong Kong 12, and all
others who have been arrested or detained on
account of acts of political expression or
speech, and press for all charges against
those individuals to be dropped; and

(D) demand the revocation of the political
oaths required of civil servants and can-
didates for district councilor and the Legis-
lative Council of Hong Kong, the reinstate-
ment of the previously disqualified members
of the Legislative Council, and the revision
of election laws to ensure consistency with
Article 26 of the Hong Kong Basic Law;

(4) calls on the United States Government,
as it contemplates future bilateral or multi-
lateral agreements with the Government of
the People’s Republic of China, to take into
full consideration the fact that the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China is
failing to honor its clear obligations under
the Sino-British Joint Declaration of 1984;
and

(5) calls on the United States Government
to urge the International Olympic Com-
mittee to consider relocating the 2022 Winter
Olympics from Beijing to another suitable
host city located outside of China, on ac-
count of the flagrant violations of human
rights committed by the Government of the
People’s Republic of China and the Chinese
Communist Party in mainland China, Hong
Kong, the Tibet Autonomous Region and
other Tibetan areas, the Inner Mongolia Au-
tonomous Region, the Xinjiang Uyghur Au-
tonomous Region, and elsewhere.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I have
8 requests for committees to meet dur-
ing today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority anc
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, March 18,
2021, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
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