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authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 24,
2021, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a closed
hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL

The Subcommittee on Personnel of
the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 24,
2021, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a closed
hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER

The Subcommittee on Water and
Power of the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works is authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, March 24, 2021, at
2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL SPENDING

OVERSIGHT AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

The Subcommittee on Federal Spend-
ing Oversight and Emergency Manage-
ment of the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 24,
2021, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 963

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I un-
derstand that there is a bill at the
desk, and I ask for its first reading.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bill by
title for the first time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 963) to authorize dedicated do-
mestic terrorism offices within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, the Department
of Justice, and the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation to analyze and monitor domestic
terrorist activity and require the Federal
Government to take steps to prevent domes-
tic terrorism, and for other purposes.

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I now
ask for a second reading, and in order
to place the bill on the calendar under
the provisions of rule XIV, I object to
my own request.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the
bill will be receive a second reading on
the next legislative day.

———

COVID-19 BANKRUPTCY RELIEF
EXTENSION ACT OF 2021

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 1651, which was received
from the House and is at the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1651) to amend the CARES Act
to extend the sunset for the definition of a
small business debtor, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. MURPHY. I further ask that the
Durbin amendment at the desk be con-
sidered and agreed to; that the bill, as
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amended, be considered read three
times and passed; and that the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The amendment (No. 1407) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To improve the bill)

Strike section 2(c).

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill was read the third time.

The bill (H.R. 1651), as amended, was
passed.

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH
25, 2021

Mr. MURPHY. Finally, I would ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m., Thursday, March
25; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed; that upon conclusion of morn-
ing business, the Senate resume the
motion to proceed to Calendar No. 11,
H.R. 1799, as provided under the pre-
vious order; finally, that the votes
scheduled for 11 a.m. begin at 10:45 a.m.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. MURPHY. For the information of
Senators, we expect to have four roll-
call votes beginning at 10:45 a.m. to-
morrow. Additional rollcall votes are
expected during Thursday’s session.

——
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent
that it stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order following the remarks of
Senators SULLIVAN and SASSE.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The Senator from Alaska.

————
CHINA

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I
wanted to come down to the Senate
floor for a couple reasons, but first I
want to talk a little bit about what
happened in Alaska last weekend—ac-
tually, a really important meeting be-
tween the United States and China, our
senior diplomats, their senior dip-
lomats. It took place in Anchorage,
and let’s just say the meeting was as
frosty as the Alaska air.

It was a tough meeting. The Chinese
came out, kind of took a little advan-
tage of being extra verbose in their
opening statements, going against the
2-minute, agreed-upon time limit.
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It was a bit of a tongue-lashing, I
think, of the U.S. team, our Secretary
of State, Tony Blinken. I think our
team pushed back appropriately—the
National Security Advisor, Jake Sul-
livan; Kurt Campbell, who also works
at the National Security Council. But
this was the first face-to-face meeting
between the United States and Chinese
diplomats with the Biden administra-
tion.

What we saw was a very confident
China, a very aggressive China that
showed up in Alaska. For example,
they were talking about ‘‘Chinese-style
democracy.” We also know that as a
dictatorship.

BEarth to the Chinese Communist
Party: There is no democracy in China.
You run an authoritarian regime, so
don’t try to fool anybody. It is a dicta-
torship, not a democracy.

But the bigger issue is this: Xi
Jinping and the Chinese Communist
Party clearly believe that it is rising,
that its rise for this century is
unstoppable, and that the TUnited
States—and the West but particularly
the United States, our country—is de-
clining and there is nothing we can do
to stop this. They say this in private.
They say it in public. And they believe
it. They are confident to the point of
being cocky, as we saw in Alaska, to
the point of calling their dictatorship a
democracy, which, of course, it isn’t.

Now, my view—and I think it is the
view of every Senator here; I certainly
hope it is; I think it is—is that it is
never a good idea to bet against the
United States. Every major power in
the world that has done so has lost
that bet. That is a fact, but we clearly
have work to do. We have a lot of work
to do as it relates to this challenge.

I have been coming to the Senate
floor for the last 6 years talking about
this issue, talking about this chal-
lenge, talking about some of the things
that we need to do to address the big-
gest U.S. strategic challenge for this
century. It is the rise of China.

Now we have a new administration in
power, and it was clear from the Alas-
ka meeting that the Chinese Com-
munist Party plans to aggressively
challenge the Biden administration.

Now, I have a lot of disagreements al-
ready with the Biden administration,
especially the way in which they are
treating my State. I have been speak-
ing on the Senate floor—eight Execu-
tive orders focused on Alaska, shutting
down our economy, killing jobs. And I
will fight them hard on this. But, on
China, I believe it is imperative that
we all work together, not as Democrats
and Republicans but as Americans, as
we have done when other major powers
have threatened the United States.

The Communist Party of China clear-
ly sees one of our major weaknesses as
our political divisions. They write
about it. It is in all the intel. They
talk about it. Look, we are a democ-
racy. We are transparent, unlike them.
Our political divisions are on full dis-
play. You see them tonight. By the
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way, we have had political divisions
since the founding of the Republic.

China doesn’t share their political di-
visions with the world, but they have
them, no doubt about it. But here is a
fact. Here is a fact, and we all need to
know this. Every American needs to
know this. Xi Jinping and the Chinese
Communist Party’s worst nightmare is
seeing a determined, long-term, bipar-
tisan, strong U.S. strategy to deal with
the rise of China, to deal with the rise
of China for what they are: our No. 1
geostrategic challenge for this century.
That is why we need to work together
on this issue. It is something I have
been calling for for a long time. And
here is the good news: It is something
that is starting to happen. It is some-
thing that is starting to happen.

Now, I had a good opportunity to
meet with Secretary Blinken, to meet
with National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan and his top China national se-
curity official, Kurt Campbell, when
they were in Alaska. I also was able to
get a good debrief from Secretary Aus-
tin about his visits in Asia, particu-
larly in India.

The Secretary of State and the Na-
tional Security Advisor talk about
dealing with China from what they call
positions or situations of strength—sit-
uations of strength. They actually
took that term from former Secretary
of State Dean Acheson when he was
doing something that they are cur-
rently trying to do now: putting to-
gether a coalition, a long-term strat-
egy, in 1947, 1948, 1949 to deal with the
Soviet Union, and they did it with
Democrats and Republicans. NATO, the
strategy of containment—these were
all things that came together in this
body.

So I want to talk very briefly about
some of these positions of strength
that the administration is trying to
put together as it relates to China, and
I think it is in our interest to help
them.

First of all, I think it was important
and, of course, as an Alaska Senator, I
was glad that meeting took place in
Anchorage, but it was also a symbol.
One of the things that the Chinese
Communist Party frequently states—
Xi Jinping frequently states it—is that
Asia should be for Asians. The subtext
of that is, we are trying to kick the
United States out of Asia.

Well, here is more news for the Chi-
nese, for the Communist Party of
China: We are an Asian nation. We
have been an Asian nation for cen-
turies. My hometown of Anchorage,
where this meeting took place, is clos-
er to Tokyo than it is to this city,
Washington, DC. The Aleutian Island
chain goes to the other side of the
international dateline. We are an Asian
nation. We are not leaving. We have
been there 200 years; we will be there
200, 300, 500 more.

So that is No. 1, and I am glad they
held the meeting in Alaska for that
reason, on American soil, and they
chose to do that purposely. But let me
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talk about a couple of other positions
of strength that I think it is incumbent
upon us to try to help this administra-
tion with, help our country with. Some
are going to be up to the Senate and
the House. A lot more are going to be
up to the President and his team.
Where we can influence it, we should.

As I mentioned, politically being uni-
fied on issues that relate to China is
exactly what the Chinese Communist
Party fears the most, and it is starting
to happen. Legislation to outcompete
China economically—critical, critical.
The more that we can do that, the
more that we can show we are united,
the more important what we do here is
going to matter in the long-term com-
petition with regard to China.

Let me give another one. Allies. Al-
lies. The United States is an ally-rich
nation. China is an ally-poor country.
They have very few allies: maybe
North Korea; Russia maybe, maybe
not. China doesn’t really have allies;
they have customers.

We have a network, and it is one of
our most important strategic advan-
tages. We need to build upon that net-
work of allies, deepen it, expand it.
And I will give the administration a lot
of credit for setting this up in an im-
portant way for their first meeting, the
leaders of the quad.

The quad is the United States, Japan,
Australia, and India, started by Presi-
dent George W. Bush, taken to another
level by President Trump, and taken to
a really high level by President Biden,
the leader level. It was a really smart
move. The quad can help anchor our al-
liances in the region in a critical way.
Three of the four biggest economies in
the world are part of the quad. Some of
the best militaries in the world are
part of the quad. So to have that meet-
ing, even though it was virtual, with
the leaders—the President, Prime Min-
isters—of the quad was smart and
something I think they should be com-
mended on. Then to have the Secretary
of State and the Secretary of Defense
go to Korea, go to Japan; continue on,
the Secretary of Defense, to India—also
very smart.

The Chinese know this is a huge
weakness of theirs, and it is a huge
strength of ours. As Senators, the more
that we can do to encourage this on our
own, go to these countries, reinforce
the importance of these alliances—it is
clearly a position of strength that the
administration is off to a good start
with.

Let me give another one, a position
of strength. Our military. Our mili-
tary. This is going to be pretty simple.
If we see dramatic cuts to our mili-
tary—and right now the Biden adminis-
tration is debating this. There is a real
fight going on internally: Where is the
budget going to be? We can’t see cuts.

The second term of the Obama-Biden
administration cut defense spending by
25 percent. They gutted readiness. The
Chinese and the Russians were ap-
plauding that whole period. We have
worked hard to build that up under the
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Trump administration and Republican
Senate. They need to keep it going.

And here is going to be a test. Last
year in the NDAA, we put in the De-
fense bill a bipartisan piece of legisla-
tion called the Pacific Deterrence Ini-
tiative. The admiral in charge of the
INDOPACOM region testified in front
of the Armed Services Committee very
recently. His replacement testified yes-
terday. All of them said we need to
fully fund the Pacific Deterrence Ini-
tiative—a bipartisan part of the De-
fense bill last year—and $4.6 billion is
what they think we need to reorder the
balance, particularly in the area of the
Taiwan Strait. That is public.

The administration is debating this
right now. They need to fund it. This
body will approve it. That is going to
be a position of strength that is up to
them, but people are watching. We are
watching, our allies are watching, and,
of course, the Chinese Communist
Party is watching.

Let me give one more, one more that
I think is critical: taking advantage of
America’s resources, critical minerals:
Yes, energy; yes, natural gas; yes, oil.
Prior to the pandemic, we were the
world’s energy superpower, largest pro-
ducer of oil in the world, largest pro-
ducer of natural gas in the world, larg-
est producer of renewables in the
world.

This is a good thing for our country.
Our allies in the region know it; the
Chinese know it. And again, there is a
debate within the administration right
now on energy.

The President has recently told some
of our great Union leaders he is ‘‘all in
for natural gas.” We should do that.
That is the reason we reduced green-
house gas emissions over the last 15
years, more than any other country—
big country—in the world because of
the revolution of natural gas. Our al-
lies need that. They know it is a na-
tional security strength that we have.

On the other hand, we have other ele-
ments in the administration that clear-
ly want to unilaterally give away our
energy comparative advantage, restrict
production of oil and gas. It makes no
sense.

So energy, energy is another position
of strength that we should be encour-
aging, and I certainly am encouraging
the Biden administration to recognize
it as something good for our economy,
good for jobs and, yes, really good for
our national security and really impor-
tant in our competition with China.
The Biden administration national se-
curity team knows this. I think they
recognize it. But again, we will be
watching. It is important.

This is going to be an issue that we
are going to be focused on here in the
U.S. Senate, in my view, for the next 50
to 100 years, if we are doing it right. If
we work together, if we work from po-
sitions of strength, as the Secretary of
State and National Security Advisor
have mentioned, are focused on, the
way this is going to end is the way it
ended with other major powers that
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have challenged the United States. I
am very confident of that, and I think
most of my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle are. We need to get working
together on that.

———
TRIBUTE TO ROD BOYCE

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, it is
not Thursday yet, but it is almost
Thursday, and that is when I love to
come down to the floor of the U.S. Sen-
ate to recognize an Alaskan who is
doing something great for our State.
And as many know here, we call this
person our Alaskan of the Week.

Now, it is one of my favorite times of
the week. I know that a couple of Hill
watchers like it too. I want to give a
shout-out to Chris Cioffi from Roll
Call. He actually did a piece in Roll
Call today about the ‘‘Alaskan of the
Week’ series. So thank you, Chris. I
hope you are watching. It is a little
late, and it is not Thursday. But any-
way, I appreciate the shout-out in your
series today.

I am going to get to the punch. Our
Alaskan of the Week tonight, this
week, is Rod Boyce, a friend of mine, a
former longtime editor of one of my fa-
vorite—actually, it is my favorite
newspaper in Alaska, the Fairbanks
Daily News-Miner. He clearly is deserv-
ing of this great, important award.

But before I talk about Rod, let me
give you a little update about what is
going on in the State. First, some good
news, something we are all very proud
of in Alaska. The economy is hurting;
we are not proud of that. But in terms
of the pandemic, the health elements,
our State continues to be the No. 1
State vaccinated per capita of any
State in the country. This is a
minimiracle, by the way, because we
are a really big State, and we are real-
ly spread out, a really small popu-
lation. And yet, the Federal Govern-
ment, Tribal healthcare system, VA,
State of Alaska, everybody coming to-
gether is making it happen.

About 3 weeks ago, we announced
that anyone over 16 could get a vac-
cine. And some communities are hit-
ting 60, 70 percent vaccinated already
in Alaska. Really important. We are
opening up. If you are watching, and
you don’t live in Alaska, come visit. It
is going to be safe, but we are very
proud of that accomplishment because
it has taken a lot of work.

Of course, it is cold in Alaska, but
the Sun has been shining. The snow has
been amazing. We have had a lot of it
recently. The spirits are up. We have
an Iditarod winner. Congratulations to
Dallas Seavey on your fifth Iditarod
win. Incredible, incredible.

You know, some may take issue with
the claim that Alaska is the most
unique State in the Union, but consider
this: Every year, teams of mushers and
their dogs barrel hundreds of miles
across the State toward the city of
Nome, in some of the harshest condi-
tions, rugged conditions on the planet
Earth.
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Certainly, these are the Kkind of
events that we think make Alaska
unique and a big sense of community. I
have said it before: Alaska isn’t always
the easiest place to live. It is far from
the lower 48. The weather can be ex-
treme, very tough. But as a result, the
people and communities bond, and they
work together, particularly in some of
our most remote communities. We are
one big community in the great State
of Alaska, as my colleague from Ne-
braska knows.

Every community in Alaska, in
America, needs to be able to share reli-
able, credible information. On that
topic, of course, there has been a lot of
negative attention in the past couple of
years paid to some in the national
media, particularly in the last few
years. But the vital role, the vital role
of local journalism and how that role
that plays in different communities
across our country, in my view, hasn’t
had nearly enough attention, and it is
a positive role, our local reporters.

So our Alaskan of the Week, Rod
Boyce, who, until just a few weeks ago
was the longtime editor of the Fair-
banks Daily News-Miner, spent nearly
his entire career, 35 years, ensuring
that Alaskans stayed connected
through local news.

Now, Rod himself hasn’t made huge
headlines in the State. As a matter of
fact, that is one of the reasons for the
Alaskan of the Week, to do a shout-out
to someone who has not gotten a lot of
recognition. The only time Rod has
gotten a lot of headlines was one in-
stance of a mushing mishap. I am going
to talk briefly about that. But as an
old-school newsman, he liked to stay
behind the headlines, behind the
scenes.

But he has been behind the scenes of
so many of those headlines in our
State. For years, he worked tire-
lessly—first at papers across the State
and then for 27 years at the News-
Miner—to keep the great community of
Fairbanks and North Pole, AK, the in-
terior part of our State, connected and
informed.

So here is a little bit about Rod.
Born in London, England—I have
known Rod for many years, but I did
not know that fact. Born in London,
England, his family moved to Southern
California in the 1960s. His father de-
signed and engineered refineries. And
Rod’s father and his wife—Rod’s mom—
raised both him and his sister.

He wasn’t sure what he wanted to do
in life, but he was inspired by a trip he
took to England early in his college ca-
reer, came back with a camera that he
actually found on a bench in the
Heathrow Airport. It is an interesting
detail. And he found his calling in jour-
nalism. He was the editor of the school
newspaper at Humboldt State Univer-
sity and did some stints at small pa-
pers, landed at the Sacramento
Union—the oldest paper in the West, by
the way—one that Mark Twain used to
write for. It was his first experience
with a good old-fashioned newspaper
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war. The younger, afternoon paper, the
Sacramento Bee, decided to take on
the establishment Sacramento Union.
Eventually, the Bee won. But by then,
Rod had made his way to the great
State of Alaska to enter another, even
bigger newspaper war: the Anchorage
Times, the established paper, versus
the upstart Anchorage Daily News.

Any person in news in Alaska who
has been around a while will talk about
that newspaper war with something of
awe in their voice. Both papers then
were fully staffed up, at least 30 report-
ers each, bureaus all across the State,
even bureaus here in DC, pre-social
media days, pre-Twitter days. Report-
ers spent their days on the streets,
knocking on doors, stealing each oth-
er’s scoops. It was called shoe leather
reporting, and some great journalism
in Alaska emerged.

Eventually, the upstart, the young
Anchorage Daily News—still around—
won the war. So Rod was on the losing
team. He began to work for a small
chain of six or seven rural papers called
Alaska Newspapers, Inc. It was here
that Rod got his first glimpse of rural
Alaska. He learned about fisheries
issues, ate his first piece of muktuk.
That is whale blubber. He experienced
the beauty and became aware of the
heartbreak of rural Alaska, the true
spiritual soul of our State, one of the
spiritual souls of America, I would
argue.

After a few years with Alaska news-
papers, he took the job that he has
been so good at for almost three dec-
ades, editor of the Fairbanks Daily
News-Miner, which is my wonderful
wife Julie’s hometown. It is the first
city I lived in with Julie and our
brandnew daughter of ours, Meghan,
and, of course, I can still consider the
News-Miner to be my hometown news-
paper.

As I mentioned, Rod was an editor
for 27 years for this great interior Alas-
ka paper. The News-Miner is small but
mighty in Alaska, punching way above
its weight, winning numerous jour-
nalism awards, breaking important
stories on health crises, injustice, scan-
dals, economic opportunities, everyday
stories about everyday people, the kind
of stories that draw us together as
communities.

As Rod said, ‘“‘It’s not just national
journalism that matters. Local jour-
nalism matters [too].”

To that end, it was his policy, until
he just retired a couple of weeks ago,
to have at least 95 percent of the front
page of the News-Miner devoted to
local news. That is a great idea.

So many Alaskans have interests,
hobbies, lifestyles that many here in
the lower 48 just don’t understand, Rod
included. For many years, he spent his
days in the newsroom and his evenings
and weekends mushing dogs. And he
still mushes. He loves it. It is a family
affair. He and his wife Julie used to put
their daughter, Edie, in a sled when she
was just in diapers. And Edie is still
doing it. The most dogs they have ever
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