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By Mr. MORAN (for himself and Mr. 

TESTER): 
S. 134. A bill to direct the Secretary of Vet-

erans Affairs to carry out a retraining assist-
ance program for unemployed veterans, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr. 
YOUNG, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN): 

S. 135. A bill to establish the Coronavirus 
Mental Health and Addiction Assistance Net-
work, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. CARPER, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. MURPHY, 
Ms. WARREN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. BROWN, and Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN): 

S. 136. A bill to amend the Help America 
Vote Act of 2002 to allow all eligible voters 
to vote by mail in Federal elections, to 
amend the National Voter Registration Act 
of 1993 to provide for automatic voter reg-
istration; to the Committee on Rules and 
Administration. 

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. SASSE, 
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. 
DAINES, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. SCOTT 
of Florida, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. TILLIS, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. 
YOUNG, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. PAUL, Mr. 
COTTON, Mr. BURR, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. 
SCOTT of South Carolina, Mr. 
ROUNDS, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, and Mr. 
CRAMER): 

S. 137. A bill to restrict the availability of 
Federal funds to organizations associated 
with the abortion industry; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 138. A bill to waive certain pay limita-

tions for Department of Agriculture and De-
partment of the Interior employees engaged 
in emergency wildland fire suppression ac-
tivities, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

By Mr. PAUL (for himself, Mr. BRAUN, 
Mr. ROUNDS, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. 
MARSHALL, Mr. TILLIS, and Mr. KEN-
NEDY): 

S. 139. A bill to prohibit Federal funding of 
Planned Parenthood Federation of America; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE: 
S. 140. A bill to improve data collection 

and monitoring of the Great Lakes, oceans, 
bays, estuaries, and coasts, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. KING, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Ms. BALDWIN, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mr. REED, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. WARREN, Ms. 
HIRONO, Ms. SMITH, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
BENNET, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. LEAHY, and Mr. KAINE): 

S. 141. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to deny the deduction for 
advertising and promotional expenses for 
prescription drugs; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms. 
COLLINS, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CARDIN, 
Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. COONS, 
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. HIRONO, 

Mr. KAINE, Mr. KELLY, Mr. KING, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. PETERS, 
Mr. REED, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. 
SINEMA, Ms. SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, 
Mr. TESTER, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
WARNER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. 
WARNOCK): 

S. 142. A bill to prohibit the application of 
certain restrictive eligibility requirements 
to foreign nongovernmental organizations 
with respect to the provision of assistance 
under part I of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961; to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina: 
S. 143. A bill to authorize the use of the ro-

tunda of the Capitol for a memorial service 
in honor of United States Capitol Police Offi-
cer Brian Sicknick for his courage and sac-
rifice at the United States Capitol on Janu-
ary 6, 2021, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Rules and Administration. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr. 
BLUNT, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Mr. MURPHY, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. SMITH, 
Mr. REED, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. PETERS, 
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. BARRASSO, 
Mr. LANKFORD, and Mrs. CAPITO): 

S. Res. 19. A resolution recognizing Janu-
ary 2021 as ‘‘National Mentoring Month’’; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mr. PAUL: 
S. Res. 20. A resolution providing for suffi-

cient time for legislation to be read; to the 
Committee on Rules and Administration. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. 
ERNST, Ms. HIRONO, Mrs. BLACKBURN, 
Mr. TILLIS, and Mr. CRAPO): 

S. Res. 21. A resolution raising awareness 
and encouraging the prevention of stalking 
by designating January 2021 as ‘‘National 
Stalking Awareness Month’’; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. 
KAINE, and Mr. CRUZ): 

S. Res. 22. A resolution reaffirming the 
partnership between the United States and 
the Republic of Ecuador and recognizing the 
restoration and advancement of economic re-
lations, security, and development opportu-
nities in both nations; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. WARNOCK (for himself, Mr. 
OSSOFF, Mr. SHELBY, and Mr. 
TUBERVILLE): 

S. Res. 23. A resolution honoring the life 
and legacy of Henry Louis Aaron; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. RISCH, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. CRAMER, 
Mr. HAWLEY, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, 
Mr. COTTON, Mr. BRAUN, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, and Mr. ROUNDS): 

S. Con. Res. 4. A concurrent resolution af-
firming the importance of religious freedom 
as a fundamental human right that is essen-
tial to a free society and protected for all 
people of the United States under the Con-
stitution of the United States, and recog-

nizing the 235th anniversary of the enact-
ment of the Virginia Statute for Religious 
Freedom; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 35 

At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
the name of the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. BURR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 35, a bill to award a Con-
gressional Gold Medal to Officer Eu-
gene Goodman. 

S. 59 
At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 59, a bill to provide a civil remedy 
for individuals harmed by sanctuary 
jurisdiction policies, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 60 
At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 60, a bill to provide for the effec-
tive use of immigration detainers to 
enhance public safety. 

S. 62 
At the request of Mr. HAWLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 62, a bill to implement rec-
ommendations related to the safety of 
amphibious passenger vessels, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 68 
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the 

names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. SCOTT) and the Senator from 
Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 68, a bill to amend 
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, 
to provide that major rules of the exec-
utive branch shall have no force or ef-
fect unless a joint resolution of ap-
proval is enacted into law. 

S. RES. 12 
At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the 

names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE), the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN), the Senator 
from South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS), the 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL) and 
the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. 
HAGERTY) were added as cosponsors of 
S. Res. 12, a resolution memorializing 
the unborn by lowering the United 
States flag to half-staff on January 22, 
2021. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, 
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. MENENDEZ, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mr. DURBIN, and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH): 

S. 85. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the limi-
tation on the deduction for certain 
taxes, including State and local prop-
erty and income taxes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 
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There being no objection, the text of 

the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 85 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Securing Ac-
cess to Lower Taxes by ensuring Deduct-
ibility Act’’ or the ‘‘SALT Deductibility 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REPEAL OF LIMITATION ON DEDUCTION 

FOR STATE AND LOCAL, ETC. TAXES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 164(b) of the In-

ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by 
striking paragraph (6). 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2020. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Mr. CARDIN, Ms. 
SMITH, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Mr. MURPHY, Ms. 
HIRONO, Ms. ROSEN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
LUJÁN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. DURBIN, 
Ms. WARREN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
Ms. HASSAN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
COONS, and Ms. STABENOW): 

S. 96. A bill to provide for the long- 
term improvement of public school fa-
cilities, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, among the 
many barriers to safely bringing stu-
dents, teachers, and staff back to 
school for in-person instruction is the 
condition of school facilities. A recent 
Government Accountability Office 
(GAO) report found that over half (54 
percent) of school districts nationwide 
need to update or replace multiple sys-
tems in their schools, such as heating, 
ventilation, air conditioning (HVAC), 
or plumbing. These systems are espe-
cially critical to safeguarding public 
health as we combat COVID–19. 

Now is the time to invest in school 
infrastructure. Doing so will improve 
the resilience of our schools, improve 
student learning, reduce carbon emis-
sions, and create jobs. That is why I am 
proud to partner with Chairman SCOTT 
in the House of Representatives in in-
troducing the Reopen and Rebuild 
America’s Schools Act to fix our 
schools. I would like to thank my Sen-
ate colleagues who are joining in this 
effort, including Senators BROWN, 
BOOKER, CARDIN, CORTEZ MASTO, 
WHITEHOUSE, MERKLEY, HIRONO, GILLI-
BRAND, VAN HOLLEN, ROSEN, SMITH, 
MURPHY, SHAHEEN, KLOBUCHAR, LUJÁN, 
CASEY, DURBIN, WARREN, BLUMENTHAL, 
HASSAN, HEINRICH, DUCKWORTH, COONS, 
LEAHY, and STABENOW. 

Public schools play a vital role in 
every community across the Nation. 
They play a central role in our democ-
racy—educating the next generation, 
serving as polling places for our elec-
tions, hosting community meetings 
and events, and so much more. When 
there is a natural disaster or an emer-

gency, people often gather at their pub-
lic schools for shelter, information, and 
resources. They are essential facilities 
and must be included in any new major 
federal investment in infrastructure. 

Safe, healthy, modern, well-equipped 
schools are also essential for advancing 
student achievement and ensuring that 
the next generation is prepared to meet 
the economic, social, environmental, 
and global challenges our Nation faces. 
Yet, too many of the over 50 million 
students and six million staff who 
learn and work in our public schools 
spend their days in facilities that fail 
to make the grade. In fact, the Amer-
ican Society of Civil Engineers gave 
public school buildings across the 
country an overall grade of D+ in its 
latest report card. The 2016 State of 
Our Schools report found that state 
and local governments spend $46 billion 
less than what is required to update 
and maintain their school facilities. 

States and local communities cannot 
bridge this gap alone, especially when 
many struggle to simply keep teachers 
and staff on the payroll. We know the 
budget shortfalls will hit low-income 
and minority communities the hardest. 
The GAO report found high poverty 
schools were more likely to rely on 
state funding to cover the cost of build-
ing repairs compared to wealthier 
schools, which were more likely to 
fund projects through local property 
taxes. The Federal government can and 
should be a partner in upgrading our 
public school facilities. 

Addressing this need is not only the 
right thing to do for our students; it 
will also give a needed boost to our 
economy, putting people to work in 
family sustaining jobs. According to an 
analysis by the Economic Policy Insti-
tute, every $1 billion spent on con-
struction generates 17,785 jobs. 

The Reopen and Rebuild America’s 
Schools Act of 2021 will create a Fed-
eral-State partnership for school infra-
structure. It will provide, over ten 
years, a total of $130 billion in direct 
grants and school construction bonds 
to help fill the annual gap in school fa-
cility capital needs, while creating 
nearly two million jobs. 

Specifically, the Reopen and Rebuild 
America’s Schools Act will provide $100 
billion in formula funds to states for 
local competitive grants for school re-
pair, renovation, and construction. 
States will focus assistance on commu-
nities with the greatest financial need, 
encourage green construction prac-
tices, and expand access to high-speed 
broadband to ensure that all students 
have access to digital learning. Our 
legislation would also provide $30 bil-
lion for qualified school infrastructure 
bonds (QSIBs), $10 billion each year 
from FY 2022 through FY 2024, and re-
store the Qualified Zone Academy 
Bonds (QZABs) that were eliminated in 
the Republican Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. 
The legislation also eases the matching 
requirements and expands the author-
ity and eligible purposes of QZABs to 
allow local education agencies to con-

struct, rehabilitate, retrofit, or repair 
school facilities. The Reopen and Re-
build America’s Schools Act also sup-
ports American workers by ensuring 
that projects use American-made iron, 
steel, and manufactured products and 
meet labor standards. 

I would like to thank the broad coali-
tion of educators, community organiza-
tions, unions, civil rights advocates, 
and employers that have provided feed-
back and support for this legislation, 
including the 21st Century Schools 
Fund, AASA The School Superintend-
ents Association, American Associa-
tion of School Administrators, Amer-
ican Concrete Pavement Association, 
American Concrete Pipe Association, 
American Concrete Pressure Pipe Asso-
ciation, American Concrete Pumping 
Association, American Federation of 
Teachers, American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employ-
ees, Association of Educational Service 
Agencies, Association of Latino Ad-
ministrators and Superintendents, As-
sociation of School Business Officials 
International, Association for Super-
vision and Curriculum Development, 
BlueGreen Alliance, Build America’s 
School Infrastructure Coalition, Cali-
fornians for School Facilities, Coali-
tion for Healthier Schools, Concrete 
Foundations Association, Concrete Re-
inforcing Steel Institute, Council of 
Great City Schools, Green Building Ini-
tiative, Healthy Schools Network, 
International Association of Sheet 
Metal, Air, Rail and Transportation 
Workers (SMART), International 
Union of Bricklayers and Allied 
Craftworkers, International Union of 
Operating Engineers, International 
Union of Painters and Allied Trades, 
National Association of Federally Im-
pacted Schools, National Association 
of Elementary School Principals, Na-
tional Association of Federally Im-
pacted Schools, National Association 
of School Nurses, National Association 
of Secondary School Principals, Na-
tional Concrete Masonry Association, 
National Education Association, Na-
tional Precast Concrete Association, 
National PTA, National Ready Mixed 
Concrete, National Rural Education 
Advocacy Consortium, National Rural 
Education Association, National Urban 
League, North America’s Building 
Trades Union, North American Con-
crete Alliance, Organizations Con-
cerned About Rural Education, Parents 
for School Safety, Portland Cement As-
sociation, Precast/Prestressed Concrete 
Institute, Public Advocacy for Kids, 
Rebuild America’s Schools Coalition, 
Rural School and Community Trust, 
Teach Plus, The Brick Industry Asso-
ciation, Tilt-Up Concrete Association, 
U.S. Green Building Council, and the 
United Steelworkers. 

We have no time to waste in fixing 
our deteriorating school infrastruc-
ture. In the words of a student activist 
in Providence, Rhode Island: ‘‘Students 
cannot learn in a crumbling building, a 
school that isn’t fit to uplift our 
minds.’’ We need to listen to our stu-
dents, strengthen our communities, 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:40 Jan 29, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A28JA6.004 S28JAPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
12

0R
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S201 January 28, 2021 
and improve our school buildings. I 
urge all of our colleagues to support 
the Reopen and Rebuild America’s 
Schools Act and press for its passage. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 102. A bill to amend the West Los 

Angeles Leasing Act of 2016 to author-
ize the use of certain funds received 
pursuant to leases entered into under 
such Act, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise to speak in support of the ‘‘West 
Los Angeles VA Campus Improvement 
Act,’’ which I introduced today. Rep-
resentative TED LIEU (D–CA) is intro-
ducing companion legislation in the 
House. 

BACKGROUND ON THE WEST LOS ANGELES VA 
CAMPUS 

In 1888, the 388–acre campus that is 
now home to the West Los Angeles VA 
Medical Center was deeded to the fed-
eral government by Arcadia Bandini de 
Stearns Baker and Senator John P. 
Jones in order to establish a home for 
disabled Civil War Veterans. 

Until the 1970s, the land served pri-
marily to house Veterans, and the cam-
pus long represented the largest Vet-
eran housing development in the na-
tion. 

Unfortunately, in 1972, 2,800 Veterans 
living on the West LA VA campus were 
displaced after the Sylmar Earthquake 
caused major damage on campus. Rath-
er than repair the housing units, the 
VA eventually leased portions of the 
property to non-VA tenants. 

Forty years later, homeless Veterans 
and advocates sued the VA for illegally 
leasing facilities on campus and for 
failing to use the property to support 
Veterans, as required by the original 
deed. 

A U.S. District Court subsequently 
ruled that many leases on campus were 
illegal under the terms of the original 
deed, and in 2015, the VA agreed to fa-
cilitate the development of 1,200 hous-
ing units for homeless Veterans on 
campus. 

In 2016, Congress enacted legislation 
that I introduced with Senator Barbara 
Boxer and Congressman TED LIEU, enti-
tled the ‘‘West Los Angeles Leasing 
Act of 2016,’’ to set up an oversight 
framework for the housing develop-
ment and to ensure that lease revenues 
from ongoing leases stayed on campus. 

NEED FOR LEGISLATION 
In 2018, the VA selected a ‘‘Principal 

Developer’’ to complete housing ren-
ovation and construction projects on 
campus, allowing for a more stream-
lined and efficient building process. 

However, the VA has determined that 
current law restricts it from using on- 
campus lease revenues for housing con-
struction, maintenance, or services. 
The VA has determined that clarifying 
language is needed to ensure that funds 
generated on campus can be used for 
these purposes. 

Giving VA the flexibility to use lo-
cally-generated revenue in this way 
could significantly reduce the time it 

takes to get homeless Veterans into 
housing. 

BILL SUMMARY 
The ‘‘West LA VA Campus Improve-

ment Act’’ would explicitly authorize 
the VA to use any funds collected pur-
suant to leases, easements or other use 
agreements at the West LA VA for the 
development of supportive housing and 
services on campus. 

The bill would also increase the time 
period for enhanced use leases on the 
campus from 75 to 99 years. Increasing 
the length of the leases would align 
with other leasing terms the VA has, 
and help reduce the financing costs for 
new housing. 

CONCLUSION 
Last year, the regional homelessness 

count reported that more than 3,900 
Veterans are experiencing homeless-
ness in Los Angeles. It is long past 
time for this land to be returned to its 
intended purpose: to serve as a home 
where Veterans can receive the care 
and treatment they deserve. 

This bill will help move us closer to 
that reality. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in 
support of this bill. Thank you, Mr. 
President, and I yield the floor. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WYDEN, and 
Mr. SANDERS): 

S. 127. A bill to support library infra-
structure; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I am 
introducing legislation to address the 
decades of underinvestment in our Na-
tion’s libraries by reinstating Federal 
support for library construction. 

Libraries are essential community 
institutions that give the public access 
to information and services that ex-
pand learning and promote economic 
opportunity. When we invest in our li-
braries, we are offering a helping hand 
and hope for the future. During natural 
disasters and economic upheaval, li-
braries offer the resources and informa-
tion that help people get back on their 
feet. As the Rolling Stones’ Keith 
Richards reportedly said, ‘‘The public 
library is the great equalizer.’’ 

Over the last year, COVID–19 and the 
heightened attention to racial and eco-
nomic inequality have made clear that 
investment in our communities should 
be a national priority as we work to 
lift people up and bring the country 
closer together. And that our invest-
ment in infrastructure must encompass 
vital community assets like schools 
and libraries and not just roads, 
bridges, and highways. 

And while we know libraries are 
more than buildings with books and 
computers, they are still buildings. For 
thirty years, the Federal government 
invested in the physical infrastructure 
of our libraries, but abandoned that 
program in the early 1990s. The inter-
vening years have taken their toll on 
library facilities. Indeed, the average 
library building is now more than 40 
years old and many need large-scale 
improvements and modernization. 

On top of this longstanding under-
investment, the pandemic has forced li-
braries to adapt and innovate to meet 
the evolving needs of their commu-
nities despite limited financial re-
sources. The American Library Asso-
ciation projects billions of dollars in 
losses to libraries over the course of 
the pandemic, at a time when reliance 
on libraries from low-income, under-
served, and Tribal communities is in-
creasing. The pandemic’s outsized im-
pact on vulnerable communities only 
heightens the urgency of investing in 
libraries. 

The Build America’s Libraries Act 
would make $5 billion available over 
three years to support improvements 
to library facilities and invest in new 
library infrastructure to expand the 
reach of library services and programs. 
Priority is given to libraries that dem-
onstrate the greatest need and pre-
dominantly serve underserved or dis-
tressed communities. The legislation 
also places emphasis on projects that 
seek to enhance facility safety, high- 
speed broadband access, accessibility 
for those with disabilities, or energy ef-
ficiency. Library construction funded 
by this legislation will directly boost 
our struggling economy by putting 
Americans to work and strengthening 
the facilities that connect patrons with 
educational and workforce training re-
sources and local economic opportuni-
ties. 

Libraries have always anchored our 
communities, and as such, we should 
ensure their ability to provide critical 
services for years to come. I am pleased 
to be joined by Senators WHITEHOUSE, 
WYDEN, and SANDERS in introducing 
this bill, which has the support of 
many organizations, including the 
American Library Association; Amer-
ican Indian Library Association; Amer-
ican Institute of Architects; American 
Society of Interior Designers; Associa-
tion of Tribal Archives, Libraries, and 
Museums; Association for Rural & 
Small Libraries; Chief Officers of State 
Library Agencies; Council of State Ar-
chivists; Education Market Associa-
tion; International WELL Building In-
stitute; National Coalition for History; 
National Coalition for Literacy; Na-
tional Digital Inclusion Alliance; Na-
tional Summer Learning Association; 
Schools, Health & Libraries Broadband 
Coalition; and Urban Libraries Council. 
I hope that our colleagues will join us 
in cosponsoring the Build America’s 
Libraries Act and work for its inclu-
sion in any infrastructure package. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 138. A bill to waive certain pay 

limitations for Department of Agri-
culture and Department of the Interior 
employees engaged in emergency 
wildland fire suppression activities, 
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

Ms. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I rise 
to speak in support of the ‘‘Wildland 
Firefighter Fair Pay Act,’’ which I in-
troduced today. 
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BACKGROUND 

Fueled by climate change, the annual 
Western wildfire season has grown 
longer and more intense. Where the 
threat used to peak between August 
and November, we are now seeing mas-
sive wildfire events earlier in the Sum-
mer and continuing through the end of 
the year. 

Last year alone, California experi-
enced more than 9,600 fires which 
burned more than 4.1 million acres, 
consumed more than 10,000 structures, 
and claimed 33 lives. 

It is imperative that we commit 
enough manpower and resources to 
combat the threat that such dev-
astating wildfire seasons pose to life 
and property. 

Unfortunately, some of our most ex-
perienced Federal firefighters work so 
many overtime hours each year that 
they reach an overtime pay cap and be-
come ineligible for additional overtime 
compensation. Others are forced to pay 
back money they have rightfully 
earned fighting wildfires. 

NEED FOR LEGISLATION 
Federal firefighters from the Depart-

ments of Agriculture and the Interior 
are paid on the General Schedule (GS) 
pay scale based on their seniority and 
performance. They make a base salary 
and are paid overtime when they ex-
ceed eight hours a day. 

However, there is an annual premium 
pay cap that limits how many overtime 
hours for which these firefighters can 
be compensated. 

This arbitrary pay cap places an un-
fair expectation on federal fire per-
sonnel to work long hours for less or 
even no pay, and serves as a dangerous 
disincentive to respond to more fire in-
cidents, especially later in the fire sea-
son. California’s worst wildfires often 
occur late in the fire season, further il-
lustrating the problem we face. 

The Forest Service estimates that up 
to 500 senior-level firefighters either 
stop participating or do not request 
pay for hours worked once they reach 
the pay cap. This has a significant neg-
ative impact on federal wildfire re-
sponse capabilities. 

WHAT THE LEGISLATION WOULD DO 

Our bill would create a statutory 
waiver for Federal firefighters respond-
ing to wildfire emergencies to ensure 
they receive fair compensation for all 
overtime hours they work. 

This waiver would apply to Forest 
Service and Department of the Interior 
personnel engaged in emergency 
wildland fire suppression activities. 

CONCLUSION 

For wildland firefighters, working 
long hours in dangerous conditions is 
often considered a necessary part of 
the job. It is crucial that this demand-
ing work be recognized, and that these 
heroes be appropriately compensated 
for the critical service that they per-
form. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in 
support of this bill. Thank you, Mr. 
President, and I yield the floor. 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 19—RECOG-
NIZING JANUARY 2021 AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL MENTORING MONTH’’ 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr. 

BLUNT, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Mr. MURPHY, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. SMITH, 
Mr. REED, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. BROWN, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. 
BRAUN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. LANKFORD, 
and Mrs. CAPITO) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 19 
Whereas the goals of National Mentoring 

Month are to raise awareness of mentoring, 
recruit individuals to mentor, celebrate the 
powerful impact of caring adults who volun-
teer time for the benefit of young people, and 
encourage organizations to engage and inte-
grate quality in mentoring into the efforts of 
the organizations; 

Whereas there are young people across the 
United States who make everyday choices 
that lead to the big decisions in life without 
the guidance and support on which many 
other young people rely; 

Whereas a mentor is a caring, consistent 
presence who devotes time to a young person 
to help that young person discover personal 
strength and achieve the potential of that 
young person; 

Whereas quality mentoring encourages 
positive life and social skills, promotes self- 
esteem, bolsters academic achievement and 
college access, supports career exploration, 
and nurtures youth leadership development; 

Whereas mentoring happens in various set-
tings, including community-based programs, 
elementary and secondary schools, colleges, 
government agencies, religious institutions, 
and the workplace, and in various ways, in-
cluding formal mentoring matches and infor-
mal relationships with teachers, coaches, 
neighbors, faith leaders, and others; 

Whereas mentoring programs have been 
shown to be effective in helping young people 
make positive choices; 

Whereas studies have shown that incor-
porating culture and heritage into men-
toring programs can improve academic out-
comes and increases community engage-
ment, especially for Alaskan Native and 
American Indian youth; 

Whereas young people who meet regularly 
with mentors are 46 percent less likely than 
peers to start using illegal drugs; 

Whereas research shows that young people 
who were at risk for not completing high 
school but who had a mentor were, as com-
pared with similarly situated young people 
without a mentor— 

(1) 55 percent more likely to be enrolled in 
college; 

(2) 81 percent more likely to report partici-
pating regularly in sports or extracurricular 
activities; 

(3) more than twice as likely to say they 
held a leadership position in a club or sports 
team; and 

(4) 78 percent more likely to pay it forward 
by volunteering regularly in the commu-
nities of young people; 

Whereas students who are chronically ab-
sent are more likely to fall behind academi-
cally, and mentoring can play a role in help-
ing young people attend school regularly, as 
research shows that students who meet regu-
larly with a mentor are, as compared with 
the peers of those students— 

(1) 52 percent less likely to skip a full day 
of school; and 

(2) 37 percent less likely to skip a class; 
Whereas youth development experts agree 

that mentoring encourages positive youth 
development and smart daily behaviors, such 
as finishing homework and having healthy 
social interactions, and has a positive im-
pact on the growth and success of a young 
person; 

Whereas mentors help young people set ca-
reer goals and use the personal contacts of 
the mentors to help young people meet in-
dustry professionals and train for and find 
jobs; 

Whereas each of the benefits of mentors de-
scribed in this preamble serves to link youth 
to economic and social opportunity while 
also strengthening communities in the 
United States; and 

Whereas, despite those described benefits, 
an estimated 9,000,000 young people in the 
United States feel isolated from meaningful 
connections with adults outside the home, 
constituting a ‘‘mentoring gap’’ that dem-
onstrates a need for collaboration and re-
sources: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes January 2021 as ‘‘National 

Mentoring Month’’; 
(2) recognizes the caring adults who serve 

as staff and volunteers at quality mentoring 
programs and help the young people of the 
United States find inner strength and reach 
their full potential; 

(3) acknowledges that mentoring is bene-
ficial because mentoring supports edu-
cational achievement and self-confidence, 
supports young people in setting career goals 
and expanding social capital, reduces juve-
nile delinquency, improves positive personal, 
professional, and academic outcomes, and 
strengthens communities; 

(4) promotes the establishment and expan-
sion of quality mentoring programs across 
the United States to equip young people with 
the tools needed to lead healthy and produc-
tive lives; and 

(5) supports initiatives to close the ‘‘men-
toring gap’’ that exists for the many young 
people in the United States who do not have 
meaningful connections with adults outside 
the home. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 20—PRO-
VIDING FOR SUFFICIENT TIME 
FOR LEGISLATION TO BE READ 

Mr. PAUL submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Rules and Administra-
tion: 

S. RES. 20 
Resolved, 

SECTION 1. TIME FOR READING OF LEGISLATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—It shall not be in order 

for the Senate to consider any bill, resolu-
tion, message, conference report, amend-
ment between the Houses, amendment, trea-
ty, or other measure or matter until 1 ses-
sion day has passed since introduction for 
every 20 pages included in the measure or 
matter in the usual form plus 1 session day 
for any number of remaining pages less than 
20 in the usual form. 

(b) POINT OF ORDER.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Any Senator may raise a 

point of order that consideration of any bill, 
resolution, message, conference report, 
amendment, treaty, or other measure or 
matter is not in order under subsection (a). 
A motion to table the point of order shall 
not be in order. 

(2) WAIVER.—Paragraph (1) may be waived 
or suspended only by an affirmative vote of 
three-fifths of the Members, duly chosen and 
sworn. All motions to waive under this para-
graph shall be debatable collectively for not 
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