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The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity needs leadership, and it needs it
now. By voting to confirm Mr.
Mayorkas, this body can show every
American that we are committed to en-
suring that they are safe and secure

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise to express my support for
the nomination of Mr. Alejandro
Mayorkas to serve as Secretary of the
Department of Homeland Secretary.
His long career in public service, first
as a prosecutor and later as Director of
the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services—USCIS—will provide DHS
with much needed experience, exper-
tise, and stability.

DHS is the third largest Federal
agency, and under the Trump adminis-
tration, it had six Directors in 4 years,
four of whom were never Senate con-
firmed. This lack of stability at the
leadership level, combined with the
Trump administration’s brutal immi-
gration tactics and confrontational ac-
tions against peaceful protesters,
sowed chaos and distrust in and about
the Department.

Mr. Mayorkas will need to meet the
challenges of restoring moral authority
and guiding the Department through
this difficult time. The challenges are
many: executing a nationwide vaccine
strategy to combat COVID-19, com-
bating the rise of far-right, anti-gov-
ernment extremism and White suprem-
acy, and strengthening our cyber de-
fenses. I was pleased that he com-
mitted to supporting both DACA and
TPS and working with Congress to sup-
port these communities. Maryland has
a vibrant TPS population, with over
6,600 TPS holders working in essential
industries during the coronavirus pan-
demic. Congress must act to extend
permanent protections to these indi-
viduals and ensure that they have a
safe and secure future with their fami-
lies here in the United States. Unlike
the previous administration, which
torpedoed bipartisan congressional ef-
forts to pass commonsense immigra-
tion reform, I am confident that Mr.
Mayorkas will work with Congress to
tackle these pressing priorities.

I was dismayed that my Republican
colleagues sought to delay Mr.
Mayorkas’s nomination at such a cru-
cial time. Approximately 4 weeks ago,
domestic terrorists attacked Congress
in an attempt to overturn the 2020 elec-
tions. Last week, for the first time,
DHS released its first national bulletin
warning about domestic rightwing ex-
tremism. The Department will need to
work with the FBI and DOJ to combat
one of the most lethal and persistent
threats against our democracy. We
cannot wait a minute longer, and Mr.
Mayorkas must be confirmed imme-
diately.

VOTE ON MAYORKAS NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, all postcloture time
has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Mayorkas nom-
ination?
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Mr. PETERS. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant bill clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any Senators in the Chamber desiring
to change their vote

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.
TOOMEY) would have voted ‘‘nay.”

The result was announced—yeas 56,
nays 43, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 12 Ex.]

YEAS—b56
Baldwin Hickenlooper Reed
Bennet Hirono Romney
Blumenthal Kaine Rosen
Booker Kelly Sanders
Brown King Schatz
Cantwell Klobuchar Schumer
Capito Leapy Shaheen
Cardin Lujan :
Carper Manchin g;ﬁf;ﬁa
Casey Markey
Collins Menendez Stapenow
Coons Merkley Sullivan
Cortez Masto Murkowski Tester
Duckworth Murphy Van Hollen
Durbin Murray Warner
Feinstein Ossoff Warnock
Gillibrand Padilla Warren
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Portman Wyden

NAYS—43
Barrasso Graham Paul
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Blunt Hagerty Rounds
Boozman Hawley Rubio
Braun Hoeven Sasse
Burr Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Cassidy Inhofe Scott (SC)
Cornyn Johnson
Cotton Kennedy ilﬁelby
Cramer Lankford une
Crapo Lee Tillis .
Cruz Lummis TL}bervﬂle
Daines Marshall Wicker
Ernst McConnell Young
Fischer Moran

NOT VOTING—1
Toomey

The nomination was confirmed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table and that the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
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SETTING FORTH THE CONGRES-
SIONAL BUDGET FOR THE
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021—MOTION
TO PROCEED

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, we
all know of the crisis in America—the
greatest economic crisis in 75 years
since the New Deal, the greatest
healthcare crisis in 100 years since the
Spanish pandemic flu. Americans are
suffering and hurting, losing jobs, busi-
nesses closing, can’t feed their fami-
lies, being evicted from their homes.

We are in a very, very difficult situa-
tion. We cannot afford to dither, delay,
or dilute. We need a big, bold package
along the lines of what President Biden
has proposed, the American relief plan.

We hope our Republican colleagues
will join us in offering amendments. Of
course, as you know, as the reconcili-
ation process moves forward, it is open
to amendments and suggestions. We
want it to be a bipartisan proposal, but
we also know that we must move for-
ward with the crisis in America. That
is why today’s vote is a very good vote,
because it sets us on the process of
moving forward and solving this—one
of the greatest crises America has ever
had.

I move to proceed to Calendar No. 4,
S. Con. Res. 5, the concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget.

I ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from  Pennsylvania (Mr.
TOOMEY) would have voted ‘‘nay.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MUR-
PHY). Are there any other Senators in
the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas
nays 49, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 13 Leg.]

50,

YEAS—50

Baldwin Hickenlooper Reed
Bennet Hirono Rosen
Blumenthal Kaine Sanders
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
gardln Eeahy Sinema

arper ujan Smith
Casey Manchin Stabenow
Coons Markey

Tester
Cortez Masto Menendez
Duckworth Merkley Van Hollen
Durbin Murphy Warner
Feinstein Murray Warnock
Gillibrand Ossoff Warren
Hassan Padilla Whitehouse
Heinrich Peters Wyden
NAYS—49

Barrasso Cassidy Daines
Blackburn Collins Ernst
Blunt Cornyn Fischer
Boozman Cotton Graham
Braun Cramer Grassley
Burr Crapo Hagerty
Capito Cruz Hawley
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Hoeven Moran Scott (SC)
Hyde-Smith Murkowski Shelby
Inhofe Paul Sullivan
Johnson Portman Thune
Kennedy Risch Tillis
Lankford Romney Tuberville
Lee Rounds Wicker
Lummis Rubio
Marshall Sasse Young
McConnell Scott (FL)
NOT VOTING—1
Toomey

The motion was agreed to.

SETTING FORTH THE CONGRES-
SIONAL BUDGET FOR THE
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 5)
setting forth the congressional budget for
the United States Government for fiscal year
2021 and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2022 through 2030.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that for the dura-
tion of the Senate’s consideration of S.
Con. Res. 5, the majority and Repub-
lican managers of the concurrent reso-
lution, while seated or standing at the
managers’ desks, be permitted to de-
liver floor remarks, retrieve, review,
and edit documents, and send email
and other data communications from
text displayed on wireless personal dig-
ital assistant devices and tablet de-
vices. I further ask unanimous consent
that the use of calculators be per-
mitted on the floor during consider-
ation of the budget resolution; further,
that the staff be permitted to make
technical and conforming changes to
the resolution, if necessary, consistent
with the amendments adopted during
Senate consideration, including calcu-
lating the associated change in the net
interest function, and incorporating
the effect of such adopted amendments
on the budgetary aggregates for Fed-
eral revenues, the amount by which the
Federal revenues should be changed,
new budget authority, budget outlays,
deficits, public debt, and debt held by
the public.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Vermont.

BUDGET RESOLUTION

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak in support of the budget
resolution that was introduced today.

Mr. President, let us be clear and let
us in the Senate understand what the
American people know all too well, and
that is that our country is currently
experiencing the worst economic crisis
since the Great Depression and the
worst public health emergency in over
100 years.

January marked the deadliest month
of the pandemic, with over 90,000 Amer-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

icans losing their lives as a result of
COVID-19—90,000 Americans in 1
month.

In the midst of all of this, over 90
million Americans are uninsured or
underinsured and are unable to afford
to go to a doctor when they become ill.

The isolation and the anxiety caused
by this pandemic have resulted in a
horrible increase in mental illness, in
depression, in anxiety, and in suicidal
ideation.

Today, as we speak, over half of our
people are living paycheck-to-pay-
check, including millions of essential
workers who put their lives on the line
each and every day. More than 24 mil-
lion Americans are unemployed, under-
employed, or have given up looking for
work, while hunger in this country—
hunger in the richest country in the
history of the world—is at the highest
level that we have seen in decades.

Because of lack of income, over 14
million Americans are behind on their
rent, averaging some $5,800 per family,
and many of those families face evic-
tion all across this country. People are
worried that when the moratorium on
eviction ends, they are going to be
thrown out of their homes, put out on
the streets. Americans who worry
about eviction understand that they
must not join the half a million Ameri-
cans who are already homeless.

That is some of what we are experi-
encing today. That is what the Amer-
ican people understand.

Meanwhile, in the midst of this dev-
astation to the working class and mid-
dle class of our country, the wealthiest
people in America are becoming much
wealthier, and income and wealth in-
equality—a longtime problem—is now
soaring. Incredibly, while families
throughout the country are struggling
to put food on the table to feed their
kids during this pandemic, 660 billion-
aires—not a whole lot of people—have
increased their wealth by over $1 tril-
lion.

As a result of this pandemic, edu-
cation in our country, from childcare
to graduate school, is in chaos. The
majority of young people in our Nation
have seen their education disrupted.
Kids are not getting the learning that
they need, falling further and further
behind. On top of that, it is likely that
hundreds of colleges will soon cease to
exist.

In this moment of unprecedented cri-
ses, the Senate must respond through
unprecedented action. The budget reso-
lution we are debating today is simple,
and it is straightforward. It will enable
us to pass President Biden’s $1.9 tril-
lion emergency COVID relief plan
through reconciliation with 51 votes in-
stead of 60.

Now, I have heard from some of my
Republican colleagues who tell us:
Well, this reconciliation concept, that
is a radical idea. Why are you using
reconciliation?

They are telling us that it is abso-
lutely imperative that we go forward in
a bipartisan way and require 60 votes
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for passage. But I must say that when
Republicans used this same reconcili-
ation process, I didn’t hear much about
bipartisanship at that point. In fact,
Republicans used the reconciliation
process to provide trillions of dollars in
tax breaks to the top 1 percent and
large, profitable corporations by a sim-
ple majority vote. The only people who
voted for that bill were Republicans—
no bipartisanship in that bill.

My Republican colleagues used rec-
onciliation to open up the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge for the drilling
of oil—once again by a simple major-
ity. The only people who supported
that were Republicans—not one Demo-
crat.

As we all remember, painfully, my
Republican colleagues used the rec-
onciliation process to try to repeal the
Affordable Care Act and throw up to 32
million Americans off of the healthcare
they currently have. As you will recall,
that was a 100-percent partisan vote,
which fortunately lost by one vote.

Further, weeks—weeks—before a
Presidential election, the last election,
my Republican colleagues pushed
through their nominee for the Supreme
Court with 50 votes. That was a few
weeks before the election. Not one
Democrat supported that nominee—a
totally partisan vote.

Well, as the incoming chair of the
Senate Budget Committee, this is what
I believe: If Republicans can use rec-
onciliation to help the wealthy and the
powerful and pass legislation strongly
opposed by the American people, we
can and must use reconciliation to help
Americans recover from the worst eco-
nomic and public health crisis in the
modern history of our country. In
other words, now is the time for this
Congress to stand with the working
class and the middle class of this coun-
try and do what the overwhelming ma-
jority of the American people want us
to do.

It is worth pointing out that poll
after poll shows that an overwhelming
majority of Americans—over 70 per-
cent—support what President Biden
and what we are trying to do. They
know we have to act boldly.

So I hope we will not hear much
more about bipartisanship, given my
Republican colleagues’ record on that
issue.

Let us be clear. The working class of
this country and the middle class are
facing more economic desperation than
at any time since the Great Depres-
sion. I have to tell you that to me,
emotionally, it was a painful sight to
see in my own city of Burlington, VT,
hundreds of cars lined up so that fami-
lies could get the food they needed to
feed their kids. What happened in Bur-
lington is happening in every State of
this country. People—many of whom
have never had any public assistance at
all—are lining up to get emergency
supplies of food in order to keep their
families alive.

Whether it is the pandemic, which is
killing 3,000 people a day; whether it is
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