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found support from charitable organizations
ranging from Catholic Charities and Jewish
maternity homes to the Salvation Army;

Whereas many charitable organizations
banded together on November 13, 1971, to
form the first United States association of
nonprofit organizations dedicated to res-
cuing as many lives as possible from abor-
tion;

Whereas, as of 2019, there were approxi-
mately 2,700 pregnancy centers (also known
as ‘‘pregnancy care and resource centers’’) in
the United States;

Whereas women in every part of the United
States turn to pregnancy centers for help,
hope, and healing;

Whereas pregnancy centers are local, non-
profit organizations that provide vital and
compassionate support to women and men
faced with difficult pregnancy decisions;

Whereas pregnancy centers reach almost
2,000,000 people each year through a combina-
tion of client services, including—

(1) pregnancy tests;

(2) ultrasound and medical services;

(3) options counseling and education; and

(4) parenting and childbirth classes;

Whereas the estimated value of services
provided in 2019 to women and men of all
ages and backgrounds was nearly $270,000,000;

Whereas some pregnancy centers offer spe-
cific medical services, including—

(1) consultation with a licensed medical
professional;

(2) a limited ultrasound for pregnancy con-
firmation; and

(3) testing for sexually transmitted infec-
tions and diseases;

Whereas the National Institute of Family
and Life Advocates—

(1) provides life-affirming pregnancy cen-
ters with legal counsel, education, and train-
ing;

(2) has assisted hundreds of pregnancy cen-
ters in becoming medical clinics; and

(3) has represented nearly 1,300 pregnancy
centers that currently operate as medical
clinics;

Whereas more than 53,000 people in the
United States volunteer at community-sup-
ported pregnancy centers each year;

Whereas more than 2,130 medical preg-
nancy centers provide a limited ultrasound
at little or no cost to women;

Whereas, in 2019, more than 476,000
ultrasounds were performed at medical preg-
nancy centers;

Whereas pregnancy centers understand
that pregnancy can be emotional for mothers
and fathers, and the compassionate staff and
trained volunteers of pregnancy centers—

(1) provide each patient with educational
materials; and

(2) offer each patient emotional support
and care to help each patient through dif-
ficult situations;

Whereas close to 86 percent of pregnancy
centers in the United States offer specialized
parenting education—

(1) through direct services on premises; or

(2) in nearby churches, schools, or other lo-
cations;

Whereas nearly every pregnancy care and
resource center provides clients with mate-
rial support for pregnancy and infant care,
which may include—

(1) maternity clothing;

(2) baby clothes and furniture;

(3) housing assistance; or

(4) nutritional counseling and resources;

Whereas pregnancy centers—

(1) do not discriminate based on age, race,
nationality, creed, religious affiliation, dis-
ability, or arbitrary circumstances; and

(2) take special care to provide help to un-
derserved minority populations;

Whereas pregnancy centers have com-
mitted to engaging fathers so that they can
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acquire the skills necessary to become in-
volved and responsible fathers;

Whereas Care Net-affiliated pregnancy cen-
ters have saved more than 823,000 babies
since 2008;

Whereas Heartbeat International reports
that the Abortion Pill Rescue Network has
saved more than 2,000 lives;

Whereas, in the last 12 years, 8 of 10 women
considering abortion when they entered a
Care Net-affiliated pregnancy care and re-
source center ended up choosing life;

Whereas, in the last 12 years, Care Net-af-
filiated pregnancy centers—

(1) provided 1,300,000 free ultrasound scans;

(2) provided parenting support and edu-
cation to 1,100,000 individuals;

(3) provided material resources to more
than 1,700,000 individuals; and

(4) administered 3,200,000 pregnancy tests;

Whereas the 24-hour Option Line of Heart-
beat International—

(1) helps carry out a mission of reaching
and rescuing as many lives as possible
around the world through an effective net-
work of life-affirming pregnancy centers;
and

(2) answers questions by phone, text,
email, or chat before connecting an indi-
vidual with the individual’s local pregnancy
center, where the individual will receive 1-
on-1, compassionate, caring support;

Whereas Heartbeat International has made
contact with over 4,000,000 women and men
through the Option Line;

Whereas the Care Net Pregnancy Decision
Line is the only national hotline that pro-
vides immediate pregnancy decision coach-
ing by highly trained coaches;

Whereas Heartbeat International reports
the existence of approximately 450 maternity
homes in the United States;

Whereas Care Net, Heartbeat Inter-
national, the National Institute of Family
and Life Advocates, and other groups issued
a statement entitled ‘“‘Our Commitment of
Care and Competence’’, which—

(1) addresses issues including—

(A) scientific and medical accuracy;
(B) truth in advertising;

(C) compassion;

(D) nondiscrimination;

(E) patient confidentiality;

(F) staff training; and

(G) a consistent life ethic; and

(2) expands the determination of the preg-
nancy help movement to comply with appli-
cable legal requirements regarding—

(A) employment;

(B) fundraising;

(C) financial management;
(D) taxation;

(E) medical licensure; and
(F) operation standards; and

Whereas less than 10 percent of the income
of pregnancy centers in the United States is
derived from governmental sources, which
ensures that pregnancy centers—

(1) minimize burdens on each taxpayer; and

(2) engage local communities to provide
sustainable support: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning Novem-
ber 8, 2021, as ‘‘National Pregnancy Center
Week’’;

(2) supports the important work of preg-
nancy centers across the United States;

(3) appreciates and recognizes the thou-
sands of volunteers and staff of pregnancy
centers in the United States who give mil-
lions of hours of service each year to women
and men who are faced with difficult preg-
nancy decisions; and

(4) recognizes the importance of—

(A) protecting life; and

(B) assisting women and men in need as
they bring children into the world.
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SENATE RESOLUTION  208—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL NURSES
WEEK, TO BE OBSERVED FROM
MAY 6 THROUGH MAY 12, 2021

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. B0O0Oz-
MAN, Mr. BROWN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. DAINES, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. HOEVEN, Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH, Mr. KELLY, Mr. LUJAN,
Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. PADILLA, Mr.
PETERS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. SINEMA,
Ms. SMITH, Mr. TESTER, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, and Mr. WYDEN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions:

S. RES. 208

Whereas, beginning in 1991, National
Nurses Week is celebrated annually from
May 6, also known as ‘‘National Recognition
Day for Nurses’’, through May 12, the birth-
day of Florence Nightingale, the founder of
modern nursing;

Whereas National Nurses Week is a time of
year to reflect on the important contribu-
tions that nurses make to provide safe, high-
quality health care;

Whereas nurses serve on the front lines,
risking their lives treating the injured and
sick during wartime, natural disasters, and
public health emergencies, including the
COVID-19 pandemic;

Whereas nurses are known to be patient
advocates, acting to protect the lives of indi-
viduals under their care;

Whereas nurses represent the largest single
component of the health care profession,
with an estimated population of more than
4,000,000 registered nurses in the United
States;

Whereas nurses are leading in the delivery
of quality care in a transformed health care
system that improves patient outcomes and
safety;

Whereas the Future of Nursing report of
the Institute of Medicine has called for the
nursing profession to meet the call for lead-
ership in a team-based delivery model;

Whereas, when nurse staffing levels in-
crease, the risk of patient complications and
lengthy hospital stays decreases, resulting in
cost savings;

Whereas nurses are experienced research-
ers, and the work of nurses encompasses a
wide scope of scientific inquiry, including
clinical research, health systems and out-
comes research, and nursing education re-
search;

Whereas nurses provide care that is sen-
sitive to the cultures and customs of individ-
uals across the United States;

Whereas nurses are well-positioned to pro-
vide leadership to eliminate health care dis-
parities that exist in the United States;

Whereas nurses are the cornerstone of the
public health infrastructure, promoting
healthy lifestyles and educating commu-
nities on disease prevention and health pro-
motion;

Whereas nurses help inform and educate,
and work closely with, legislators to im-
prove—

(1) the education, retention, recruitment,
and practice of all nurses; and

(2) the health and safety of the patients for
whom the nurses care;

Whereas there is a need—

(1) to strengthen nursing workforce devel-
opment programs at all levels, including the
number of doctorally prepared faculty mem-
bers; and
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(2) to provide education to the nurse re-
search scientists who can develop new nurs-
ing care models to improve the health status
of the diverse population of the United
States;

Whereas nurses touch the lives of the peo-
ple of the United States through every stage
of life; and

Whereas nursing has been voted the most
honest and ethical profession in the United
States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Nurses Week, as founded by the Amer-
ican Nurses Association;

(2) recognizes the significant contributions
of nurses to the health care system in the
United States; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe National Nurses Week with
appropriate recognition, ceremonies, activi-
ties, and programs to demonstrate the im-
portance of nurses to the everyday lives of
patients.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 209—RECOG-
NIZING THE WORK AND CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF DOULAS TO-
WARDS IMPROVING PREGNANCY,
BIRTH, AND POSTPARTUM OUT-
COMES

Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Ms.
CoOLLINS) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 209

Whereas doulas can play an important role
in—

(1) maternal care; and

(2) addressing maternal mortality and mor-
bidity in the United States;

Whereas doula support includes continuous
non-clinical 1-on-1 emotional, physical, and
informational support around the time of
birth, including during pregnancy and
postpartum;

Whereas doulas empower mothers with in-
formation about pregnancy and childbirth;

Whereas studies have shown that doula-as-
sisted mothers are 4 times less likely to have
a low birth weight baby, and 2 times less
likely to experience complications during
pregnancy;

Whereas research indicates that, with the
support of doulas, women are—

(1) more likely to have vaginal births; and

(2) less likely to require epidural anes-
thesia;

Whereas, in 2013, the Expert Panel on Im-
proving Maternal and Infant Health Out-
comes in Medicaid and the Children’s Health
Insurance Program of the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services identified pro-
viding coverage for continuous doula support
during labor as a potential strategy to en-
hance maternal and infant care manage-
ment;

Whereas the presence of a doula during
pregnancy, childbirth, and postpartum helps
foster shared decision-making for birthing
women by facilitating communication be-
tween women and their providers;

Whereas a doula provides continuous sup-
port during labor and delivery and can alert
hospital staff to signs and symptoms of com-
plications that require immediate medical
attention, thus lowering the risk of esca-
lating complications for the mother and
baby;

Whereas access to doula support services,
especially in underserved communities, may
contribute to—

(1) improved birth outcomes, both phys-
ically and emotionally; and
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(2) lower health care costs by reducing the
risk of—
(A) low birth weight babies;
(B) complications that might otherwise
go unnoticed;
(C) low-risk cesarean deliveries; and
(D) epidural anesthesia;

Whereas training members of underserved
communities to become doulas and support
mothers in their own communities can—

(1) help provide employment opportunities
for improving maternal health; and

(2) build trust and reduce adverse con-
sequences of racial bias for pregnant and
postpartum women of color; and

Whereas community-based maternal
health care models, including doula support
services, in collaboration with obstetrical
care, show great promise in improving, and
reducing disparities in, maternal health out-
comes: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the important role of doulas
in providing respectful, responsive care to all
women, including women in underserved
communities who lack access to maternal
health services;

(2) acknowledges that doula support serv-
ices provide continuous physical and emo-
tional support to help mothers achieve
healthy pregnancies and safe deliveries and
recoveries;

(3) urges greater recognition for the impor-
tant role that doulas play in—

(A) supporting improved pregnancy, birth,
and postpartum outcomes, including mater-
nal mental health;

(B) reducing health care costs and working
towards the elimination of health dispari-
ties; and

(C) overcoming barriers for assisting low-
income women of color and women in rural
areas with access to health and social sup-
ports;

(4) designates the week beginning May 9,
2021, as ‘‘Doula Week” to raise awareness for,
and advocate for the benefits of, doulas and
the support services doulas provide; and

(b) recognizes the importance of access to
doula support services, especially in under-
served communities.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 210—DESIG-
NATING JULY 21, 2021, AS “GLIO-
BLASTOMA AWARENESS DAY”

Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Ms.
SINEMA, Mr. KELLY, Mr. COONS, Ms.
WARREN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. RUBIO, and
Mr. WARNOCK) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 210

Whereas approximately 13,000 new cases of
glioblastoma will be diagnosed in the United
States in 2021;

Whereas glioblastoma is—

(1) the most common malignant, cancerous
brain tumor, accounting for approximately
half of all primary malignant brain tumors;
and

(2) the most aggressive, complex, difficult
to treat, and deadly type of brain tumor;

Whereas it is estimated that more than
10,000 individuals in the United States will
succumb to glioblastoma every year;

Whereas the 5-year survival rate for glio-
blastoma patients is only 7.2 percent and the
median length of survival for glioblastoma
patients is only 8 months;

Whereas glioblastoma is described as a dis-
ease that affects the ‘‘essence of self”’, as the
treatment and removal of glioblastoma pre-
sents significant challenges due to the
uniquely complex and fragile nature of the
brain, the primary organ in the human body

May 12, 2021

that controls not only cognitive ability but
also the actions of every organ and limb;

Whereas, relative to other types of cancers,
brain cancer has—

(1) the highest per-patient initial cost of
care, with an annualized mean net cost of
care approaching $150,000; and

(2) the highest annualized mean net costs
for last-year-of-life care, with a cost of be-
tween $135,000 and $210,000 per patient, de-
pending on the age and gender of a patient;

Whereas, although research advances may
fuel the development of new treatments for
glioblastoma, challenging obstacles to accel-
erating progress toward new treatments for
glioblastoma remain and there are no screen-
ing or early detection methods;

Whereas, although glioblastoma was first
described in medical and scientific literature
in the 1920s, and despite its devastating prog-
nosis, only 4 drugs and 1 medical device have
been approved by the Food and Drug Admin-
istration to treat glioblastoma since the
1920s and the mortality rates associated with
glioblastoma have changed little during the
past 30 years;

Whereas, as a promising first step since the
first Glioblastoma Awareness Day, the Na-
tional Cancer Institute established the Glio-
blastoma Therapeutics Network (referred to
in this preamble as ‘“‘GTN’) in 2020, as part of
a national infrastructure to enhance and
support the discovery and development of
glioblastoma therapies, with an initial
$6,000,000 available for multi-institutional
GTN teams to drive therapeutic agents
through pre-clinical studies and early-phase
clinical trials necessary to rapidly evaluate
potential treatments to advance toward
cures and improved quality of life; and

Whereas there is a need for greater public
awareness of glioblastoma, including aware-
ness of both—

(1) the urgent unmet medical needs of glio-
blastoma patients; and

(2) the opportunities for research and
treatment advances for glioblastoma: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates July 21, 2021, as
blastoma Awareness Day’’;

(2) encourages increased public awareness
of glioblastoma;

(3) honors the individuals who have lost
their lives to glioblastoma, a devastating
disease, or are currently living with it;

(4) supports efforts to develop better treat-
ments for glioblastoma that will improve the
long-term prognosis and quality of life of in-
dividuals diagnosed with the disease;

(5) expresses its support for the individuals
who are battling brain tumors, as well as the
families, friends, and caregivers of those in-
dividuals;

(6) urges a collaborative approach to brain
tumor research, which is a promising means
of advancing the understanding and treat-
ment of glioblastoma; and

(7) encourages continued investments in
glioblastoma research and treatments, in-
cluding through the Glioblastoma Thera-
peutics Network and other existing brain
tumor research resources.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 211—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT, DURING PUBLIC
SERVICE RECOGNITION WEEK,
PUBLIC SERVANTS SHOULD BE
COMMENDED FOR THEIR DEDICA-
TION AND CONTINUED SERVICE
TO THE UNITED STATES

Ms. SINEMA (for herself, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. PETERS, Mr. PORTMAN,
Ms. HASSAN, Mr. ROMNEY, Ms. ROSEN,

“Glio-
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