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Prior to his current assignment, 

Tony had the privilege of being an Air 
Force fellow for Representative LIZ 
CHENEY. In addition to his numerous 
and impressive professional accom-
plishments, it is worth noting he flaw-
lessly balanced his duties, evidenced by 
his ability to allocate personal time to 
selflessly volunteer as local neighbor-
hood math tutor, where Tony’s enthu-
siastic service empowered DC youth 
and inspired community partnership. 
His passion for not only the organiza-
tion he works for but also the commu-
nity in which he resides is unrivaled. 

As a legislative liaison in the Air 
Force Senate Liaison Office from No-
vember 2019 to May 2021, Lieutenant 
Colonel Santino expertly performed his 
duties without reservation. His stra-
tegic thinking and strategic foresight 
helped to strengthen and improve our 
national security. Tony accomplished 
this by utilizing his in depth Air Force 
knowledge with numerous engage-
ments between Congress and the De-
partment of the Air Force. During this 
assignment, Tony conducted congres-
sional engagements to provide Mem-
bers of Congress and staff insights into 
the Air Force we need and Air Force 
required to support the national de-
fense strategy. Tony transformed con-
gressional engagement norms amidst 
coronavirus limitations, leading more 
than 40 remote and virtual engage-
ments between Air Force senior leaders 
and U.S. Senators, exponentially in-
creasing trust and mutual under-
standing. 

Tony’s innovative efforts and trusted 
credibility on Capitol Hill enabled the 
passage of foundational legislation in 
support of Air Force priorities, secur-
ing more than $170 billion in annual re-
quirements and directly contributing 
to the stand-up of the United States 
Space Force. All of these conversations 
and engagements helped stakeholders 
understand the defense equities and 
impact on national security. Tony re-
mained engaged with Members of Con-
gress to ensure all were informed, ad-
vised, and educated on initiatives im-
portant to the Air Force and the citi-
zens of this great country. Due to his 
direct involvement and stewardship, 
Members of Congress were able to 
make informed decisions and ensure 
the Department of the Air Force was 
properly resourced and funded. 

After concluding this challenging as-
signment, Lieutenant Colonel Santino 
will move to his next duty station at 
Vandenberg AFB, where he will be the 
director of operations for the 576th 
Flight Test Squadron. Tony has sac-
rificed much in service to our Nation. I 
am eternally thankful for Tony’s self-
less service and superb work with my 
office and the Senate over the past 18 
months on issues important to the 
State of Iowa and this great Nation. I 
salute this American patriot whose 
selfless service has kept our country 
safe and strong. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE LINTON HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENT RADIO PRO-
GRAM 

∑ Mr. CRAMER. Mr. President, as an-
other school year comes to a close, I 
want to recognize the students at one 
North Dakota school for their accom-
plishments in a remarkable program. 
Students in Linton operate my State’s 
first and only high school radio sta-
tion. KLHS AM 1620 is a full-fledged 
AM station that went live in 2017. 
Since then, it has given students 
hands-on experience in broadcasting, 
interviewing, and news writing. 

KLHS and now KLPS play rock, 
oldies, and country music and feature 
local weather, news, and sports. It is 
all done by the students enrolled in the 
Linton High School radio broadcasting 
classes who write and produce all pro-
grams heard on the air. While mas-
tering broadcasting, they also learn to 
operate a console board and other 
skills like speaking, articulation, pro-
duction, script writing, and inter-
viewing. 

These Linton students have also at-
tended the annual national conferences 
of the Intercollegiate Broadcasting 
System, and their accomplishments 
have been recognized with many 
awards. At this year’s conference, the 
Linton students took home 20 Golden 
Microphone Awards, in categories such 
as best promotional event, most cre-
ative show, best station logo, best 
sports play-by-play, and best website. 

I also want to salute the founder of 
the Linton High School program, long-
time State radio veteran Jay 
Schmaltz. The idea for a high school 
broadcasting program originated after 
he became the supervisor of the 
Emmons County alternative education 
programs. Today, it is the most 
popoular elective class at the school 
and remains the only high school radio 
station in North Dakota. 

Mr. President, there are many good 
jobs in broadcasting in North Dakota 
and around the world. These Linton 
High School students are receiving a 
head start in the professional world of 
communications and will be able to 
apply the valuable skills they learn in 
many directions in their future profes-
sions. I commend Linton High School 
for offering such a valuable program 
and Jay Schmaltz for his dedication to 
its success, and I congratulate the 
Linton High School broadcasting stu-
dents for recognizing the value of 
learning a skill that will benefit them 
the rest of their lives. I know we will 
be hearing much more from these 
broadcasting entrepreneurs for many 
years to come.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING ERNEST EDISON 
WEST 

∑ Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, Ernest 
Edison West not only served his coun-
try in the U.S. Army during the Korean 

war but embarked on a lifetime of serv-
ice, consistently demonstrating cour-
age, selflessness, and, above all, broth-
erhood. Orphaned at an early age, Mr. 
West was raised in a children’s home 
that stressed this important concept— 
a value that was repeatedly put to the 
test in the Korean war. Once, despite 
losing an eye under intense enemy gun-
fire, he retreated and saved two wound-
ed fellow soldiers and carried his in-
jured patrol leader to safety while kill-
ing three enemy combatants. In the 
immediate aftermath, he said he had 
no idea that he was even wounded and 
that his fellow soldiers would have 
done the same for him. 

President Dwight Eisenhower was set 
to award Ernest the Medal of Honor. 
His sense of brotherhood on full dis-
play, West initially declined, asserting 
that everyone was doing his duty and 
that all were equal to him. He reluc-
tantly accepted the Medal of Honor and 
was later awarded a Purple Heart. 

Fortunately, Mr. West’s selfless serv-
ice did not end with his enlistment. 

In 1954, he married Gwendolyn Staf-
ford in a nationally televised ceremony 
on an episode of the CBS show ‘‘Bride 
and Groom.’’ He and Gwen moved back 
to Wurtland, KY, along the Ohio River 
in beautiful Greenup County. There, 
Ernest would later serve as mayor and 
play a huge part in creating a State 
veterans cemetery, where he is now 
buried. 

Mayor West was admired for his will-
ingness to get his hands dirty—quite 
literally—like digging water lines 
along county roads. He coached youth 
basketball and football and used sports 
to pass along his strong sense of broth-
erhood. How can we even measure the 
impact he made on all of those young 
lives? 

Ernest Edison West, who was born in 
Russell, KY, on September 2, 1931, died 
this year on May 1, at the age of 89. 
While his daughter, Amy Hogsett, his 
many grandchildren, his community, 
and the Commonwealth are saddened 
to say goodbye to this extraordinary 
man, we are not left emptyhanded. We 
are left with a powerful example of 
brotherhood lived out.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:17 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 2911. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to submit to Congress a 
plan for obligating and expending 
Coronavirus pandemic funding made avail-
able to the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to 14 U.S.C. 1903(b), and the 
order of the House of January 4, 2021, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Members on the part of the House of 
Representatives to the Board of Visi-
tors to the United States Coast Guard 
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Academy: Mr. COURTNEY of Con-
necticut, Ms. BARRAGÁN of California, 
Mr. RUTHERFORD of Florida, and Mrs. 
MCCLAIN of Michigan. 

At 5:00 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, without amendment: 

S. 937. An act to facilitate the expedited re-
view of COVID–19 hate crimes, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 
The following bill was read the first 

and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 2911. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to submit to Congress a 
plan for obligating and expending 
Coronavirus pandemic funding made avail-
able to the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Mr. ROUNDS): 

S. 1664. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to take certain actions to 
improve the processing by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs of claims for disability 
compensation for post-traumatic stress dis-
order, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. TUBERVILLE: 
S. 1665. A bill to amend title 5, United 

States Code, to prohibit sums in the Thrift 
Savings Fund from being invested in any se-
curity of an entity based in the People’s Re-
public of China, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. PAUL: 
S. 1666. A bill to clarify the authority for 

regulating laboratory-developed testing pro-
cedures; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr. 
KENNEDY, Mr. MANCHIN, and Mr. 
BURR): 

S. 1667. A bill to protect the privacy of 
users of social media and other online plat-
forms; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. KING (for himself and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 1668. A bill to establish a competitive 
grant program to support the development, 
implementation, and evaluation of success-
ful educator and school leader professional 
development programs on family engage-
ment that will increase the capacity of edu-
cators and school leaders to work with fami-
lies to develop and support the social-emo-
tional learning of children; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. BOOZMAN, 
and Mr. MENENDEZ): 

S. 1669. A bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to direct the forgiveness or off-
set of an overpayment of retired pay paid to 
a joint account for a period after the death 
of the retired member of the Armed Forces; 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Ms. ERNST (for herself, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mrs. CAPITO, and Ms. WARREN): 

S. 1670. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a nonrefundable 
credit for working family caregivers; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. 
BOOZMAN, Ms. SINEMA, Mr. HOEVEN, 
and Mrs. HYDE-SMITH): 

S. 1671. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for new markets 
tax credit investments in the Rural Jobs 
Zone; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. KELLY (for himself and Mr. 
PORTMAN): 

S. 1672. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Transportation to establish a working group 
to conduct a study on access to certain re-
sources for infrastructure projects, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself and 
Mr. CRAMER): 

S. 1673. A bill to preserve access to Federal 
land, control fires, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself, 
Mr. PADILLA, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
SANDERS, and Mr. MERKLEY): 

S. 1674. A bill to amend the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 to au-
thorize use of amounts under the Troubled 
Assets Relief Program to be used for activi-
ties under the Housing Trust Fund, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. WARNOCK (for himself, Mr. 
RUBIO, Ms. SMITH, Mr. MARSHALL, Ms. 
HASSAN, and Mr. CASSIDY): 

S. 1675. A bill to improve maternal health; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Mrs. 
CAPITO): 

S. 1676. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow tax-exempt pri-
vate activity bonds to be used for qualified 
broadband projects, to provide for tax credit 
payments to issuers of tax-exempt bonds 
used to finance broadband infrastructure 
projects, and to provide an investment credit 
for qualified broadband projects; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr. 
SANDERS, Ms. WARREN, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BOOKER, and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 1677. A bill to establish a process by 
which participants of employee welfare plans 
select guidelines to be used by the plan fidu-
ciary for voting proxies on securities held in 
investment portfolios under the plan, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor , and Pensions. 

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. MANCHIN): 

S. 1678. A bill to amend title 39, United 
States Code, to maintain certain service 
standards for first-class mail, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Ms. 
MURKOWSKI): 

S. 1679. A bill to amend title VII of the 
Public Health Service Act to authorize as-
sistance for increasing workforce diversity 
in the professions of physical therapy, occu-
pational therapy, respiratory therapy, audi-
ology, and speech-language pathology, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr. 
BROWN, and Mr. CASEY): 

S. 1680. A bill to amend chapter 53 of title 
49, United States Code, to provide competi-
tive grants to assist State and local govern-

mental authorities in addressing accessi-
bility needs of legacy rail fixed guideway 
public transportation systems; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. PETERS (for himself, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, and Ms. CORTEZ MASTO): 

S. 1681. A bill to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to promote transportation ca-
reer opportunities and improve diversity in 
the workforce; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. MORAN: 
S. 1682. A bill to prohibit certain provisions 

of an Executive Order relating to land con-
servation from taking effect, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for 
himself, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. GRASSLEY, 
and Mr. BURR): 

S. 1683. A bill to prohibit the use of funds 
to support a measure at the World Trade Or-
ganization waiving intellectual property 
rights, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself, 
Mr. LEAHY, and Mr. SANDERS): 

S. 1684. A bill to strengthen the ability of 
the Federal Home Loan Bank system to pro-
vide critical financing to address the eco-
nomic crisis caused by the COVID–19 and to 
meet the short- and long-term housing and 
community economic development needs of 
low-income communities, including Tribal 
communities, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. KING, and Mr. CRAMER): 

S. 1685. A bill to amend the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974 respecting the scoring of 
preventive health savings; to the Committee 
on the Budget. 

By Mr. LEE: 
S. 1686. A bill to amend the Wilderness Act 

to allow local Federal officials to determine 
the manner in which nonmotorized uses may 
be permitted in wilderness areas, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. RISCH, and Mr. 
CASSIDY): 

S. 1687. A bill to amend section 21 of the 
Small Business Act to require cyber certifi-
cation for small business development center 
counselors, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Small Business and Entrepre-
neurship. 

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself, Mr. 
SCHATZ, and Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 1688. A bill to establish a Federal stand-
ard in order to improve the Nation’s resil-
ience to current and future flood risk; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, 
Ms. WARREN, Mr. BROWN, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. SMITH, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, and Mr. MERKLEY): 

S. 1689. A bill to provide for the overall 
health and well-being of young people, in-
cluding the promotion and attainment of 
lifelong sexual health and healthy relation-
ships, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Ms. ROSEN: 
S. 1690. A bill to provide direct appropria-

tions for processing applications for the pay-
check protection program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. RISCH, 
and Mr. CASSIDY): 

S. 1691. A bill to require an annual report 
on the cybersecurity of the Small Business 
Administration, and for other purposes; to 
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