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and gaps’’, on March 16, 2021, before the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the Senate;

Whereas the Commander, North American
Aerospace Defense Command and TUnited
States Northern Command, General Glen
VanHerck, stated ‘I support the accession to
UNCLOS. I think it puts us in a more stra-
tegic position when we address these issues
internationally, globally, with competitors
or our allies and partners as well”’, on April
14, 2021, before the Committee on Armed
Services of the House of Representatives;

Whereas the Commander, United States
European Command, General Tod Wolters,
answered in the affirmative under ques-
tioning from Congressman Joe Courtney on
whether General Wolters supported the
United States becoming a full participant to
the UNCLOS, on April 15, 2021, before the
Committee on Armed Services of the House
of Representatives;

Whereas the past Commander of United
States Indo-Pacific Command, Admiral Phil-
ip S. Davidson, stated that ‘‘our accession to
the UNCLOS would help our position legally
across the globe and would do nothing to
limit our military operations in the manner
in which we’re conducting them now’’, on
April 17, 2018, before the Committee on
Armed Services of the Senate;

Whereas the past Commander of United
States Indo-Pacific Command, Admiral Phil-
ip S. Davidson, further stated, “I'm on
record saying that [ratification of the
UNCLOS] would be good for us, I think we
would be hard-pressed to find a Navy Admi-
ral that’s said otherwise’, on March 9, 2021,
before the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate;

Whereas the past Commander of United
States Pacific Command, retired Admiral
Harry B. Harris, stated I believe that
UNCLOS gives Russia the potential to,
quote, unquote ‘own’ almost half of the Arc-
tic Circle, and we will not have that oppor-
tunity because of, we’re not a signatory to
UNCLOS”, on March 15, 2018, before the
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate;
and

Whereas the past Commander of United
States Pacific Command, Admiral Harry B.
Harris, stated ‘I think that by not signing
onto it that we lose the creditability for the
very same thing that we’re arguing for’’, and
“‘which is the following—accepting rules and
norms in the international arena. The
United States is a beacon—we’re a beacon on
a hill but I think that light is brighter if we
sign on to UNCLOS’’, on February 23, 2016, at
a hearing before the Committee on Armed
Services of the Senate;

Whereas the past Secretary of the Navy,
the Honorable Ray Mabus, stated that ‘‘the
UNCLOS treaty guarantees rights such as in-
nocent passage through territorial seas;
transit passage through, under and over
international straits; and the laying and
maintaining of submarine cables’, and ‘‘the
convention has been approved by nearly
every maritime power and all the permanent
members of the UN Security Council, except
the United States’, on February 16, 2012, be-
fore the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate;

Whereas the past Secretary of the Navy,
the Honorable Ray Mabus, further stated,
“Our notable absence as a signatory weakens
our position with other nations, allowing the
introduction of expansive definitions of sov-
ereignty on the high seas that undermine
our ability to defend our mineral rights
along our own continental shelf and in the
Arctic.” and that ‘‘the Department strongly
supports the accession to UNCLOS, an action
consistently recommended by my prede-
cessors of both parties’’, on February 16, 2012,
before the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate;
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Whereas the past Chairman of the Joints
Chiefs of Staff, General Joseph F. Dunford,
stated, ‘“The Convention provides legal cer-
tainty in the world’s largest maneuver
space.”’, that ‘‘access would strengthen the
legal foundation for our ability to transit
through international straits and
archipelagic waters; preserve our right to
conduct military activities in other coun-
tries’ Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs)
without notice or permission; reaffirm the
sovereign immunity of warships; provide a
framework to counter excessive maritime
claims; and preserve or operations and intel-
ligence-collection activities’’, and ‘‘joining
the Convention would also demonstrate our
commitment to the rule of law, strengthen
our credibility among those nations that are
already party to the Convention, and allow
us to bring the full force of our influence in
challenging excessive maritime claims’, on
July 9, 2015, before the Committee on Armed
Services of the Senate;

Whereas the past Chairman of the Joints
Chief of Staff, General Joseph F. Dunford,
further stated that ‘‘by remaining outside
the Convention, the United States remains
in scarce company with Iran, Venezuela,
North Korea, and Syria” and ‘‘by failing to
join the Convention, some countries may
come to doubt our commitment to act in ac-
cordance with international law’’, on July 9,
2015, before the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate;

Whereas the past President and Chief Exec-
utive Officer of the United States Chamber
of Commerce, Mr. Thomas J. Donahue, stat-
ed that ‘‘we support joining the Convention
because it is in our national interest—both
in our national security and our economic
interests’, ‘“‘becoming a party to the Treaty
benefits the U.S. economically by providing
American companies the legal certainty and
stability they need to hire and invest’’, and
‘‘companies will be hesitant to take on the
investment risk and cost to explore and de-
velop the resources of the sea—particularly
on the extended continental shelf (ECS)—
without the legal certainty and stability ac-
cession to LOS provides”, on June 28, 2012,
before the Committee on Foreign Relations
of the Senate;

Whereas the past President and Chief Exec-
utive Officer of the United States Chamber
of Commerce, Mr. Thomas J. Donahue, fur-
ther stated that ‘‘the benefits of joining cut
across many important industries including
telecommunications, mining, shipping, and
oil and natural gas’, and ‘‘joining the Con-
vention will provide the U.S. a critical voice
on maritime issues—from mineral claims in
the Arctic to how International Seabed Au-
thority (ISA) funds are distributed”, on June
28, 2012, before the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the Senate;

Whereas the past Commandant of the
United States Coast Guard, retired Admiral
Paul Zukunft, stated on February 12, 2016,
“With the receding of the icepack, the Arctic
Ocean has become the focus of international
interest.””, ‘“All Arctic states agree that the
Law of the Sea Convention is the governing
legal regime for the Arctic Ocean . . . yet,
we remain the only Arctic nation that has
not ratified the very instrument that pro-
vides this accepted legal framework gov-
erning the Arctic Ocean and its seabed.”’, and
“Ratification of the Law of the Sea Conven-
tion supports our economic interests, envi-
ronmental protection, and safety of life at
sea, especially in the Arctic Ocean.”’;

Whereas the past Chief of Naval Oper-
ations, Admiral John M. Richardson, stated
that ‘‘acceding to the Convention would
strengthen our credibility and strategic posi-
tion”’, and ‘‘we undermine our leverage by
not signing up to the same rule book by
which we are asking other countries to ac-
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cept”, on July 30, 2015, in his nomination
hearing before the Committee on Armed
Services of the Senate;

Whereas the past Chief of Naval Oper-
ations, Admiral John M. Richardson, further
stated that ‘‘becoming a part of [the
UNCLOS] would give us a great deal of credi-
bility, and particularly as it pertains to the
unfolding opportunities in the Arctic’’, and
“‘this provides a framework to adjudicate
disputes’, on July 30, 2015, in his nomination
hearing before the Committee on Armed
Services of the Senate; and

Whereas the past United States Special
Representative of State for the Arctic and
former Commandant of the Coast Guard, Ad-
miral Robert Papp, Jr., stated that ‘‘as a
non-party to the Law of the Sea Convention,
the U.S. is at a significant disadvantage rel-
ative to the other Arctic Ocean coastal
States’, ‘‘those States are parties to the
Convention, and are well along the path to
obtaining legal certainty and international
recognition of their Arctic extended conti-
nental shelf”’, and ‘‘becoming a Party to the
Law of the Sea Convention would allow the
United States to fully secure its rights to
the continental shelf off the coast of Alaska,
which is likely to extend out to more than
600 nautical miles’”’, on December 10, 2014, be-
fore the Subcommittee on Europe, Eurasia,
and Emerging Threats of the Committee on
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) affirms that it is in the national inter-
est for the United States to become a formal
signatory of the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), done at
Montego Bay December 10, 1982;

(2) urges the United States Senate to give
its advice and consent to the ratification of
the UNCLOS; and

(3) recommends the ratification of the
UNCLOS remain a top priority for the Fed-
eral Government, the importance of which
was most recently underscored by the stra-
tegic challenges the United States faces in
the Asia-Pacific, the Arctic, and the Black
Sea regions.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 221—RECOG-
NIZING THE CULTURAL AND HIS-
TORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
CINCO DE MAYO HOLIDAY

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and Mr.
CORNYN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 221

Whereas May 5, or ‘“‘Cinco de Mayo” in
Spanish, is celebrated each year as a date of
importance by Mexican and Mexican-Amer-
ican communities;

Whereas the Cinco de Mayo holiday com-
memorates May 5, 1862, the date on which
Mexicans defeated the French at the Battle
of Puebla, one of the many battles that the
Mexican people won in their long and brave
fight for independence, freedom, and democ-
racy;

Whereas the victory of Mexico over France
at Puebla represented a historic triumph for
the Mexican government during the Franco-
Mexican war fought between 1861 and 1867
and bolstered the resistance movement;

Whereas the success of Mexico at the Bat-
tle of Puebla reinvigorated the spirits of the
Mexican people and provided a renewed sense
of unity and strength;

Whereas the French army, which had not
experienced defeat against any of the finest
troops of Europe in more than half a cen-
tury, sustained a disastrous loss at the hands
of an outnumbered and ill-equipped, but
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highly spirited and courageous,
army;

Whereas the courageous spirit that Mexi-
can General Ignacio Zaragoza and his men
displayed during that historic battle can
never be forgotten;

Whereas, in a larger sense, Cinco de Mayo
symbolizes the right of a free people to self-
determination, just as Benito Juarez, the
president of Mexico during the Battle of
Puebla, once said, ‘‘El respeto al derecho
ajeno es la paz’’, meaning ‘‘respect for the
rights of others is peace’’;

Whereas the sacrifice of Mexican fighters
was instrumental in keeping Mexico from
falling under European domination while, in
the United States, the Union Army battled
Confederate forces in the Civil War;

Whereas Cinco de Mayo serves as a re-
minder that the foundation of the United
States was built by people from many coun-
tries and diverse cultures who were willing
to fight and die for freedom;

Whereas Cinco de Mayo also serves as a re-
minder of the close ties between the people
of Mexico and the people of the United
States;

Whereas Cinco de Mayo encourages the
celebration of a legacy of strong leaders and
a sense of vibrancy in communities; and

Whereas Cinco de Mayo serves as a re-
minder to provide more opportunity for fu-
ture generations: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the historic struggle of the
people of Mexico for independence and free-
dom, which Cinco de Mayo commemorates;
and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to observe Cinco de Mayo with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

Mexican

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 222—
OFFICIAL TITLE NOT AVAILABLE

Mr. SCHUMER submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 222

Whereas the Senate is committed to the
awareness, prevention, and deterrence of sex-
ual violence affecting individuals in the
United States;

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (referred to in
this preamble as the “CDC”), 1 in 4 women
and 1 in 10 men experience sexual or physical
violence and stalking by an intimate part-
ner;

Whereas, according to the 2019 Child Mal-
treatment Report of the Department of
Health and Human Services, child protection
service agencies throughout the United
States substantiated, or found strong evi-
dence to indicate that, 60,927 children under
18 years of age were victims of sexual abuse
that year;

Whereas children and young adults are at
significant risk of experiencing sexual as-
sault, as up to 69 percent of sexual assault
victims are under 34 years of age;

Whereas sexual violence is a burden for
many individuals who serve in the Armed
Forces, and the Department of Defense esti-
mates that approximately 20,500 members of
the Armed Forces, including approximately
13,000 women and 7,500 men, experienced
some form of contact or penetrative sexual
assault during 2018;

Whereas, due to the unprecedented chal-
lenges presented by the Coronavirus Disease
2019 (COVID-19) pandemic, including manda-
tory stay-at-home orders, the needs of sexual
assault victims have become even more com-
plex and challenging;

Whereas, according to a March 2020 survey
by the National Alliance to End Sexual Vio-
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lence, 62 percent of rape crisis centers have a
waiting list for counseling services, 35 per-
cent lack a therapist on staff, and 40 percent
of programs have an increased demand for
services since the beginning of the COVID-19
pandemic;

Whereas the American Journal of Emer-
gency Medicine reported a 10 to 30 percent
increase in reports of family violence since
the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic;

Whereas sexual assault does not discrimi-
nate on any basis and can affect any indi-
vidual in the United States;

Whereas sexual violence may take many
forms, including acquaintance, stranger,
spousal, and gang rape, incest, child sexual
abuse, elder sexual abuse, sexual abuse and
exploitation of disabled persons and mem-
bers of the LGBTQ community, commercial
sex trafficking, sexual harassment, and
stalking;

Whereas studies have suggested that the
rate at which American Indians and Alaska
Natives experience sexual violence is signifi-
cantly higher than for other populations in
the United States;

Whereas, according to a 2010 CDC survey,
approximately 1 in 8 lesbian women (13 per-
cent or 214,000), nearly half of all bisexual
women (46 percent or 1,500,000), and 1 in 6
heterosexual women (17 percent or 19,000,000)
have been raped in their lifetime;

Whereas, according to the National Alli-
ance to End Sexual Violence, in addition to
the immediate physical and emotional costs,
sexual assault has numerous adverse con-
sequences, which can include post-traumatic
stress disorder, substance abuse, major de-
pression, homelessness, eating disorders, and
suicide;

Whereas, according to the National Crime
Victimization Survey, an average of only 34
percent of rapes or sexual assaults in the
United States were reported to law enforce-
ment agencies;

Whereas many sexual assaults are not re-
ported to law enforcement agencies, and
many States have restrictive criminal stat-
utes of limitations, which enable many per-
petrators to evade punishment for their
crimes;

Whereas advances in deoxyribonucleic acid
(commonly known as ‘“DNA’’) technology
have enabled law enforcement agencies to
identify and prosecute the perpetrators in
tens of thousands of previously unsolved sex-
ual assault cases;

Whereas incarceration of sexual assault
perpetrators can prevent perpetrators from
committing additional crimes;

Whereas national, State, territorial, and
Tribal coalitions, community-based rape cri-
sis centers, and other organizations across
the United States are committed to—

(1) eliminating sexual violence through
prevention and education; and

(2) increasing public awareness of sexual
violence and the prevalence of sexual vio-
lence;

Whereas important partnerships have been
formed among criminal and juvenile justice
agencies, health professionals, public health
workers, educators, first responders, and vic-
tim service providers;

Whereas thousands of volunteers and staff
at rape crisis centers, State coalitions
against sexual assault, and nonprofit organi-
zations across the United States play an im-
portant role in making crisis hotlines and
other services available to survivors of sex-
ual assault;

Whereas free, confidential help is available
to all victims and survivors of sexual assault
through—

(1) the victim service programs of the
Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network
(commonly known and referred to in this
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preamble as ‘‘RAINN”’), including the Na-
tional Sexual Assault Hotline—
(A) by telephone at 800-656-HOPE; and
(B) online at https:/hotline.rainn.org;
and

(2) more than 1,500 sexual assault service
providers across the United States;

Whereas the victim service programs of
RAINN, including the National Sexual As-
sault Hotline, helped a total of 60,437 victims
receive help in May and June of 2020, up 18
percent from the same time period in 2019;

Whereas the Department of Defense pro-
vides the Safe Helpline, Safe HelpRoom, and
Safe Helpline mobile application, each of
which provide support and help to members
of the Department of Defense community—

(1) by telephone at 877-995-5247; and

(2) online at https://SafeHelpline.org;

Whereas individual and collective efforts
reflect the dream of the people of the United
States—

(1) for individuals and organizations to ac-
tively work to prevent all forms of sexual vi-
olence; and

(2) for no victim of sexual assault to be
unserved or feel that there is no path to jus-
tice; and

Whereas April 2021 is recognized as ‘‘Na-
tional Sexual Assault Awareness and Preven-
tion Month’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) it is the sense of the Senate that—

(A) National Sexual Assault Awareness and
Prevention Month provides a special oppor-
tunity to—

(i) educate the people of the United States
about sexual violence; and

(ii) encourage—

(I) the prevention of sexual assault;

(IT) improvement in the treatment of sur-
vivors of sexual assault; and

(IIT) the prosecution of perpetrators of sex-
ual assault;

(B) it is appropriate to properly acknowl-
edge survivors of sexual assault and to com-
mend the volunteers and professionals who
assist those survivors in their efforts to heal;

(C) national and community organizations
and private sector supporters should be rec-
ognized and applauded for their work in—

(i) promoting awareness about sexual as-
sault;

(ii) providing information and treatment
to survivors of sexual assault; and

(iii) increasing the number of successful
prosecutions of perpetrators of sexual as-
sault; and

(D) public safety, law enforcement, and
health professionals should be recognized
and applauded for their hard work and inno-
vative strategies to ensure perpetrators of
sexual assault are held accountable; and

(2) the Senate supports the goals and ideals
of National Sexual Assault Awareness and
Prevention Month.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  223—CON-
GRATULATING THE CITY OF CO-
LUMBIA HEIGHTS, MINNESOTA,
ON ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY

Ms. SMITH (for herself and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 223

Whereas the city of Columbia Heights is a
first-ring suburb of Minneapolis situated in
the southern part of Anoka County;

Whereas Columbia Heights was established
as a village in 1898 and incorporated as a city
in 1921;

Whereas Columbia Heights is now home to
a diverse population, which brings together
cultures from all across the world;
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