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(3) a court of competent jurisdiction issues 

an order or subpoena requiring the disclosure 
of the peer support communication; or 

(4) the peer support communication con-
tains information that is required by law to 
be disclosed. 

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
subsection (b) shall be construed to prohibit 
the disclosure of— 

(1) an observation made by a law enforce-
ment officer of a peer support participant 
outside of a peer support counseling session; 
or 

(2) knowledge of a law enforcement officer 
about a peer support participant not gained 
from a peer support communication. 

(e) DISCLOSURE OF RIGHTS.—Before the ini-
tial peer support counseling session of a peer 
support participant, a peer support specialist 
shall inform the peer support participant in 
writing of the confidentiality requirement 
under subsection (b) and the exceptions to 
the requirement under subsection (c). 
SEC. 3. BEST PRACTICES AND SUPPORT. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) FIRST RESPONDER.—The term ‘‘first re-

sponder’’ has the meaning given the term 
‘‘public safety officer’’ in section 1204 of title 
I of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10284). 

(2) FIRST RESPONDER AGENCY.—The term 
‘‘first responder agency’’ means a Federal, 
State, local, or Tribal agency that employs 
or otherwise engages the services of a first 
responder. 

(3) PEER SUPPORT COUNSELING PROGRAM.— 
The term ‘‘peer support counseling program’’ 
means a program provided by a first re-
sponder agency that provides counseling 
services from a peer support specialist to a 
first responder of the first responder agency. 

(4) PEER SUPPORT PARTICIPANT.—The term 
‘‘peer support participant’’ means a first re-
sponder who receives counseling services 
from a peer support specialist. 

(5) PEER SUPPORT SPECIALIST.—The term 
‘‘peer support specialist’’ means a first re-
sponder who— 

(A) has received training in— 
(i) peer support counseling; and 
(ii) providing emotional and moral support 

to first responders who have been involved in 
or exposed to an emotionally traumatic ex-
perience in the course of the duties of those 
first responders; and 

(B) is designated by a first responder agen-
cy to provide the services described in sub-
paragraph (A). 

(b) REPORT ON BEST PRACTICES.—Not later 
than 2 years after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Attorney General, in coordina-
tion with the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, shall develop a report on 
best practices and professional standards for 
peer support counseling programs for first 
responder agencies that includes— 

(1) advice on— 
(A) establishing and operating peer support 

counseling programs; and 
(B) training and certifying peer support 

specialists; 
(2) a code of ethics for peer support special-

ists; 
(3) recommendations for continuing edu-

cation for peer support specialists; 
(4) advice on disclosing to first responders 

any confidentiality rights of peer support 
participants; and 

(5) information on— 
(A) the different types of peer support 

counseling programs in use by first re-
sponder agencies; 

(B) any differences in peer support coun-
seling programs offered across categories of 
first responders; and 

(C) the important role senior first respond-
ers play in supporting access to mental 
health resources. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Attorney Gen-
eral shall support and encourage the imple-
mentation of peer support counseling pro-
grams in first responder agencies by— 

(1) making the report developed under sub-
section (b) publicly available on the website 
of the Department of Justice; and 

(2) providing a list of peer support spe-
cialist training programs on the website of 
the Department of Justice. 
SEC. 4. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that Federal, 
State, local, and Tribal police officers, sher-
iffs, and other law enforcement officers 
across the United States who serve with 
valor, dignity, and integrity deserve the 
gratitude and respect of Congress. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE DEVASTATING 
ATTACK ON A GIRLS’ SCHOOL IN 
KABUL, AFGHANISTAN, ON MAY 
8, 2021, AND EXPRESSING SOLI-
DARITY WITH THE AFGHAN PEO-
PLE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 67, S. Res. 229. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 229) recognizing the 

devastating attack on a girls’ school in 
Kabul, Afghanistan, on May 8, 2021, and ex-
pressing solidarity with the Afghan people. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
know of no further debate on the meas-
ure. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there 
is no further debate, the question is on 
adoption of the resolution. 

The resolution (S. Res. 229) was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the pre-
amble be agreed to and that the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of May 24, 2021, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

HELPING AMERICAN VICTIMS AF-
FLICTED BY NEUROLOGICAL AT-
TACKS ACT OF 2021 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be discharged from 
further consideration of S. 1828 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1828) to amend the Central Intel-

ligence Agency Act of 1949 to authorize the 
provision of payment to personnel of the 
Central Intelligence Agency who incur quali-
fying injuries to the brain, to authorize the 
provision of payment to personnel of the De-
partment of State who incur similar injuries, 
and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and passed 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 1828) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed as follows: 

S. 1828 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Helping 
American Victims Afflicted by Neurological 
Attacks Act of 2021’’ or the ‘‘HAVANA Act of 
2021’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORITY TO PAY PERSONNEL OF CEN-

TRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY FOR 
CERTAIN INJURIES TO THE BRAIN. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ mean— 

(A) the congressional intelligence commit-
tees (as that term is defined in section 3 of 
the National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3003)); 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate; and 

(C) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) COVERED DEPENDENT.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered dependent’’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (d)(1) of section 19 of the 
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 
U.S.C. 3519), as added by subsection (b). 

(3) COVERED EMPLOYEE.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered employee’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 19A(a) of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 
3519b(a)). 

(4) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered individual’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 19A(a) of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 
3519b(a)). 

(5) QUALIFYING INJURY.—The term ‘‘quali-
fying injury’’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (d)(1) of section 19 of the 
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 
U.S.C. 3519), as added by subsection (b). 

(b) PAYMENT AUTHORIZED.—Section 19A of 
the Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 
(50 U.S.C. 3519b) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(d) AUTHORITY TO MAKE PAYMENTS FOR 
QUALIFYING INJURIES TO THE BRAIN.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) COVERED DEPENDENT.—The term ‘cov-

ered dependent’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (a), except that the as-
signed duty station need not be in a foreign 
country. 

‘‘(B) QUALIFYING INJURY.—The term ‘quali-
fying injury’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (a), except that the as-
signed duty station need not be in a foreign 
country. 

‘‘(2) AUTHORITY.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law but subject to para-
graph (3), the Director may provide payment 
to a covered dependent, a covered employee, 
and a covered individual for a qualifying in-
jury to the brain. 

‘‘(3) LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) APPROPRIATIONS REQUIRED.—Payment 

under paragraph (2) in a fiscal year may only 
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be made using amounts appropriated in ad-
vance specifically for payments under such 
paragraph in such fiscal year. 

‘‘(B) MATTER OF PAYMENTS.—Payments 
under paragraph (2) using amounts appro-
priated for such purpose shall be made on a 
first come, first serve, or pro rata basis. 

‘‘(C) AMOUNTS OF PAYMENTS.—The total 
amount of funding obligated for payments 
under paragraph (2) may not exceed the 
amount specifically appropriated for pro-
viding payments under such paragraph dur-
ing its period of availability. 

‘‘(4) REGULATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall pre-

scribe regulations to carry out this sub-
section. 

‘‘(B) ELEMENTS.—The regulations pre-
scribed under subparagraph (A) shall include 
regulations detailing fair and equitable cri-
teria for payment under paragraph (2).’’. 

(c) APPLICABILITY.—Payment under sub-
section (d) of such section, as added by sub-
section (b) of this section, may be made 
available for a qualifying injury to the brain 
that occurs before, on, or after the date of 
the enactment of this Act as the Director of 
the Central Intelligence Agency considers 
appropriate. 

(d) REPORTS.— 
(1) REPORT ON USE OF AUTHORITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 365 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on the use of 
the authority provided by section 19A(d) of 
such Act, as added by subsection (b) of this 
section. 

(B) CONTENTS.—The report submitted 
under subparagraph (A) shall include the fol-
lowing: 

(i) A budget or spend plan for the use of the 
authority described in subparagraph (A) for 
the subsequent fiscal year. 

(ii) Information relating to the use of the 
authority described in subparagraph (A) for 
the preceding year, including the following: 

(I) The total amount expended. 
(II) The number of covered dependents, 

covered employees, and covered individuals 
for whom payments were made. 

(III) The amounts that were provided to 
each person described in subclause (II). 

(iii) An assessment of whether additional 
authorities are required to ensure that cov-
ered dependents, covered employees, and 
covered individuals can receive payments for 
qualifying injuries, such as a qualifying in-
jury to the back or heart. 

(C) FORM.—The report submitted under 
subparagraph (A) shall be submitted in clas-
sified form. 

(2) REPORT ON ESTIMATED COSTS FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2023.—Not later than March 1, 2022, the 
Director shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report detailing an 
estimate of the obligation that the Director 
expects to incur in providing payment under 
section 19A(d) of such Act, as added by sub-
section (b) of this section, in fiscal year 2023. 

(e) REGULATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director shall prescribe regulations re-
quired under section 19A(d)(4)(A) of such Act, 
as added by subsection (b) of this section. 

(2) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 210 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Director shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees the regula-
tions prescribed in accordance with para-
graph (1). 

(f) CLARIFYING AMENDMENT.—Section 
19A(b) of the Central Intelligence Agency 
Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 3519b(b)) is amended, in 
the subsection heading, by inserting ‘‘TOTAL 

DISABILITY RESULTING FROM’’ before ‘‘CER-
TAIN INJURIES’’. 
SEC. 3. AUTHORITY TO PAY PERSONNEL OF DE-

PARTMENT OF STATE FOR CERTAIN 
INJURIES TO THE BRAIN. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) DEFINITION OF APPROPRIATE CONGRES-

SIONAL COMMITTEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate 
congressional committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs, and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the 
Committee on Homeland Security, and the 
Committee on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives. 

(2) COVERED DEPENDENT.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered dependent’’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (i)(1) of section 901 of 
title IX of division J of the Further Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2020 (22 U.S.C. 
2680b), as added by subsection (b). 

(3) COVERED EMPLOYEE.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered employee’’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (i)(1) of section 901 of 
title IX of division J of the Further Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2020 (22 U.S.C. 
2680b), as added by subsection (b). 

(4) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered individual’’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (i)(1) of section 901 of 
title IX of division J of the Further Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2020 (22 U.S.C. 
2680b), as added by subsection (b). 

(5) QUALIFYING INJURY.—The term ‘‘quali-
fying injury’’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (i)(1) of section 901 of 
title IX of division J of the Further Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2020 (22 U.S.C. 
2680b), as added by subsection (b). 

(b) IN GENERAL.—Section 901 of title IX of 
division J of the Further Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2020 (22 U.S.C. 2680b) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (a) or (b)’’ both places it appears and 
inserting ‘‘subsection (a), (b), or (i)’’; and 

(2) in subsection (h)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘IN GEN-

ERAL.—This section’’ and inserting ‘‘ADJUST-
MENT OF COMPENSATION PROVISION.—Sub-
sections (a) and (b)’’; 

(B) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and 

(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(2) OTHER PAYMENT PROVISION.—Payment 
under subsection (i) may be made available 
for a qualifying injury (as defined in such 
subsection) that occurs before, on, or after 
the date of the enactment of the Helping 
American Victims Afflicted by Neurological 
Attacks Act of 2021.’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(i) OTHER INJURIES.— 
‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) COVERED DEPENDENT.—The term ‘cov-

ered dependent’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (e), except that the as-
signed duty station need not be in the Re-
public of Cuba, the People’s Republic of 
China, or another foreign country. 

‘‘(B) COVERED EMPLOYEE.—The term ‘cov-
ered employee’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (e), except that the as-
signed duty station need not be in the Re-
public of Cuba, the People’s Republic of 
China, or another foreign country. 

‘‘(C) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘cov-
ered individual’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (e), except that the as-
signed duty station need not be in the Re-
public of Cuba, the People’s Republic of 
China, or another foreign country. 

‘‘(D) QUALIFYING INJURY.—The term ‘quali-
fying injury’ has the meaning given such 

term in subsection (e), except that the as-
signed duty station need not be in the Re-
public of Cuba, the People’s Republic of 
China, or another foreign country. 

‘‘(2) AUTHORITY.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law but subject to para-
graph (3), the Secretary of State or other 
agency head with an employee may provide 
payment to a covered dependent, a depend-
ent of a former employee, a covered em-
ployee, a former employee, and a covered in-
dividual for a qualifying injury to the brain. 

‘‘(3) LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) APPROPRIATIONS REQUIRED.—Payment 

under paragraph (2) in a fiscal year may only 
be made using amounts appropriated in ad-
vance specifically for payments under such 
paragraph in such fiscal year. 

‘‘(B) MATTER OF PAYMENTS.—Payments 
under paragraph (2) using amounts appro-
priated for such purpose shall be made on a 
first come, first serve, or pro rata basis. 

‘‘(C) AMOUNTS OF PAYMENTS.—The total 
amount of funding obligated for payments 
under paragraph (2) may not exceed the 
amount specifically appropriated for pro-
viding payments under such paragraph dur-
ing its period of availability. 

‘‘(4) REGULATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary or other 

agency head described in paragraph (2) that 
provides payment under such paragraph 
shall prescribe regulations to carry out this 
subsection. 

‘‘(B) ELEMENTS.—The regulations pre-
scribed under subparagraph (A) shall include 
regulations detailing fair and equitable cri-
teria for payment under paragraph (2).’’. 

(c) REPORTS.— 
(1) REPORTS ON USE OF AUTHORITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 365 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State and each other agency 
head that makes a payment under subsection 
(i) of section 901 of title IX of division J of 
the Further Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2020 (22 U.S.C. 2680b), as added by sub-
section (b) of this section, shall submit to 
the appropriate congressional committees a 
report on the use of the authority provided 
by such subsection (i). 

(B) CONTENTS.—Each report submitted 
under subparagraph (A) shall include the fol-
lowing: 

(i) A budget or spend plan for the use of the 
authority described in subparagraph (A) for 
the subsequent fiscal year. 

(ii) Information relating to the use of the 
authority described in subparagraph (A) for 
the preceding year, including the following: 

(I) The total amount expended. 
(II) The number of covered dependents, 

covered employees, and covered individuals 
for whom payments were made. 

(III) The amounts that were provided to 
each person described in subclause (II). 

(iii) An assessment of whether additional 
authorities are required to ensure that cov-
ered dependents, covered employees, and 
covered individuals can receive payments for 
qualifying injuries, such as a qualifying in-
jury to the back or heart. 

(C) FORM.—The report submitted under 
subparagraph (A) shall be submitted in clas-
sified form. 

(2) REPORTS ON ESTIMATED COSTS FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2023.—Not later than March 1, 2022, 
the Secretary of State and each other agency 
head that makes a payment under subsection 
(i) of section 901 of title IX of division J of 
the Further Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2020 (22 U.S.C. 2680b), as added by sub-
section (b) of this section, shall submit to 
the appropriate congressional committees a 
report detailing an estimate of the obliga-
tion that the Director expects to incur in 
providing payment under such subsection (i) 
in fiscal year 2023. 
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(d) REGULATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State and each other agency 
head that makes a payment under subsection 
(i)(2) of section 901 of title IX of division J of 
the Further Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2020 (22 U.S.C. 2680b), as added by sub-
section (b) of this section, shall prescribe 
regulations required under subsection 
(i)(4)(A) of such Act. 

(2) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 210 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of State and the agency 
heads described in paragraph (1) shall submit 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
the regulations prescribed in accordance 
with paragraph (1). 

f 

CONFIDENTIALITY OPPORTUNI-
TIES FOR PEER SUPPORT COUN-
SELING ACT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged 
from further consideration of S. 1502 
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1502) to make Federal law en-

forcement officer peer support communica-
tions confidential, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Cortez Masto substitute 
amendment at the desk be considered 
and agreed to; that the bill, as amend-
ed, be considered read a third time and 
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 2115), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Confiden-
tiality Opportunities for Peer Support Coun-
seling Act’’ or the ‘‘COPS Counseling Act’’. 
SEC. 2. CONFIDENTIALITY OF PEER SUPPORT 

COMMUNICATIONS. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.—The term 

‘‘law enforcement agency’’ means a Federal 
agency that employs a law enforcement offi-
cer. 

(2) LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER.—The term 
‘‘law enforcement officer’’ has the meaning 
given the term ‘‘Federal law enforcement of-
ficer’’ in section 115 of title 18, United States 
Code. 

(3) PEER SUPPORT COMMUNICATION.—The 
term ‘‘peer support communication’’ in-
cludes— 

(A) an oral or written communication 
made in the course of a peer support coun-
seling session; 

(B) a note or report arising out of a peer 
support counseling session; 

(C) a record of a peer support counseling 
session; or 

(D) with respect to a communication made 
by a peer support participant in the course of 

a peer support counseling session, another 
communication, regarding the first commu-
nication, that is made between a peer sup-
port specialist and— 

(i) another peer support specialist; 
(ii) a staff member of a peer support coun-

seling program; or 
(iii) a supervisor of the peer support spe-

cialist. 
(4) PEER SUPPORT COUNSELING PROGRAM.— 

The term ‘‘peer support counseling program’’ 
means a program provided by a law enforce-
ment agency that provides counseling serv-
ices from a peer support specialist to a law 
enforcement officer of the agency. 

(5) PEER SUPPORT COUNSELING SESSION.— 
The term ‘‘peer support counseling session’’ 
means any counseling formally provided 
through a peer support counseling program 
between a peer support specialist and 1 or 
more law enforcement officers. 

(6) PEER SUPPORT PARTICIPANT.—The term 
‘‘peer support participant’’ means a law en-
forcement officer who receives counseling 
services from a peer support specialist. 

(7) PEER SUPPORT SPECIALIST.—The term 
‘‘peer support specialist’’ means a law en-
forcement officer who— 

(A) has received training in— 
(i) peer support counseling; and 
(ii) providing emotional and moral support 

to law enforcement officers who have been 
involved in or exposed to an emotionally 
traumatic experience in the course of em-
ployment; and 

(B) is designated by a law enforcement 
agency to provide the services described in 
subparagraph (A). 

(b) PROHIBITION.—Except as provided in 
subsection (c), a peer support specialist or a 
peer support participant may not disclose 
the contents of a peer support communica-
tion to an individual who was not a party to 
the peer support communication. 

(c) EXCEPTIONS.—Subsection (b) shall not 
apply to a peer support communication if— 

(1) the peer support communication con-
tains— 

(A) an explicit threat of suicide by an indi-
vidual in which the individual— 

(i) shares— 
(I) an intent to die by suicide; and 
(II) a plan for a suicide attempt or the 

means by which the individual plans to carry 
out a suicide attempt; and 

(ii) does not solely share that the indi-
vidual is experiencing suicidal thoughts; 

(B) an explicit threat by an individual of 
imminent and serious physical bodily harm 
or death to another individual; 

(C) information— 
(i) relating to the abuse or neglect of— 
(I) a child; or 
(II) an older or vulnerable individual; or 
(ii) that is required by law to be reported; 

or 
(D) an admission of criminal conduct; 
(2) the disclosure is permitted by each peer 

support participant who was a party to, as 
applicable— 

(A) the peer support communication; 
(B) the peer support counseling session out 

of which the peer support communication 
arose; 

(C) the peer support counseling session of 
which the peer support communication is a 
record; or 

(D) the communication made in the course 
of a peer support counseling session that the 
peer support communication is regarding; 

(3) a court of competent jurisdiction issues 
an order or subpoena requiring the disclosure 
of the peer support communication; or 

(4) the peer support communication con-
tains information that is required by law to 
be disclosed. 

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
subsection (b) shall be construed to prohibit 
the disclosure of— 

(1) an observation made by a law enforce-
ment officer of a peer support participant 
outside of a peer support counseling session; 
or 

(2) knowledge of a law enforcement officer 
about a peer support participant not gained 
from a peer support communication. 

(e) DISCLOSURE OF RIGHTS.—Before the ini-
tial peer support counseling session of a peer 
support participant, a peer support specialist 
shall inform the peer support participant in 
writing of the confidentiality requirement 
under subsection (b) and the exceptions to 
the requirement under subsection (c). 

SEC. 3. BEST PRACTICES AND SUPPORT. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) FIRST RESPONDER.—The term ‘‘first re-

sponder’’ has the meaning given the term 
‘‘public safety officer’’ in section 1204 of title 
I of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10284). 

(2) FIRST RESPONDER AGENCY.—The term 
‘‘first responder agency’’ means a Federal, 
State, local, or Tribal agency that employs 
or otherwise engages the services of a first 
responder. 

(3) PEER SUPPORT COUNSELING PROGRAM.— 
The term ‘‘peer support counseling program’’ 
means a program provided by a first re-
sponder agency that provides counseling 
services from a peer support specialist to a 
first responder of the first responder agency. 

(4) PEER SUPPORT PARTICIPANT.—The term 
‘‘peer support participant’’ means a first re-
sponder who receives counseling services 
from a peer support specialist. 

(5) PEER SUPPORT SPECIALIST.—The term 
‘‘peer support specialist’’ means a first re-
sponder who— 

(A) has received training in— 
(i) peer support counseling; and 
(ii) providing emotional and moral support 

to first responders who have been involved in 
or exposed to an emotionally traumatic ex-
perience in the course of the duties of those 
first responders; and 

(B) is designated by a first responder agen-
cy to provide the services described in sub-
paragraph (A). 

(b) REPORT ON BEST PRACTICES.—Not later 
than 2 years after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Attorney General, in coordina-
tion with the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, shall develop a report on 
best practices and professional standards for 
peer support counseling programs for first 
responder agencies that includes— 

(1) advice on— 
(A) establishing and operating peer support 

counseling programs; and 
(B) training and certifying peer support 

specialists; 
(2) a code of ethics for peer support special-

ists; 
(3) recommendations for continuing edu-

cation for peer support specialists; 
(4) advice on disclosing to first responders 

any confidentiality rights of peer support 
participants; and 

(5) information on— 
(A) the different types of peer support 

counseling programs in use by first re-
sponder agencies; 

(B) any differences in peer support coun-
seling programs offered across categories of 
first responders; and 

(C) the important role senior first respond-
ers play in supporting access to mental 
health resources. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Attorney Gen-
eral shall support and encourage the imple-
mentation of peer support counseling pro-
grams in first responder agencies by— 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:15 Jun 08, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 0637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A07JN6.005 S07JNPT1ct
el

li 
on

 D
S

K
11

Z
R

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-08T11:07:19-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




