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The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

282) was

———

AMENDING THE SARBANES-OXLEY
ACT OF 2002

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of S. 2184 introduced earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2184) to amend the Sarbanes-
Oxley Act of 2002 to institute a trading pro-
hibition for certain issuers that retain public
accounting firms that have not been subject
to inspection by the Public Company Ac-
counting Oversight Board, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
bill be considered read a third time and
passed, and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2184) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed as follows:

S. 2184

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. TRADING PROHIBITION FOR 2 CON-
SECUTIVE NON-INSPECTION YEARS.

Section 104(i) of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of
2002 (15 U.S.C. 7214(i)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)(A)(ii), by striking ‘‘the
foreign jurisdiction described in clause (i)”
and inserting ‘‘a foreign jurisdiction’; and

(2) in paragraph (3)—

(A) in the paragraph heading, by striking
““3”” and inserting ‘‘2’’; and

(B) in subparagraph (A), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘3"’ and insert-
ing 2.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—S. 1251

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that at
a time to be determined by the major-
ity leader following consultation with
the Republican leader, the Senate pro-
ceed to the immediate consideration of
Calendar No. 74, S. 1251; that the only
amendments in order be the following:
Lee amendment No. 2119.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Presi-
dent, I further ask unanimous consent
that there be 2 hours for debate equally
divided on the bill; that upon the use
or yielding back of time, the Senate
vote on the Lee amendment; that the
bill be considered read a third time; the
Senate vote on passage of the bill, as
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amended, if amended; and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to executive session to
consider the following nomination:
Calendar No. 115.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Ali Nouri, of
the District of Columbia, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of Energy (Congres-
sional and Intergovernmental Affairs).

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate vote on the nomination without
intervening action or debate, and if
confirmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table, all without intervening action or
debate; that no further motions be in
order to the nomination; that any
statements related to the nomination
be printed in the RECORD; that the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action; and that the Sen-
ate then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Nouri nomina-
tion?

The nomination was confirmed.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

———

NOMINATION OF KENNETH ALLEN
POLITE

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 1
intend to object to any unanimous con-
sent request relating to the nomina-
tion of Kenneth Allen Polite to be an
Assistant Attorney General at the De-
partment of Justice, PN423.

Last week, at the Senate Judiciary
Committee’s Executive Business Meet-
ing, I noted my intent to object to Mr.
Polite’s confirmation not on the basis
of his credentials—I happen to find him
well qualified for the position—but on
the basis of the Justice Department’s
failure to respond to congressional
oversight requests.

To date, the Justice Department has
failed to provide a full and complete re-
sponse to any of my oversight requests.

As one of many examples, on Feb-
ruary 3, 2021, and March 9, 2021, Sen-
ator JOHNSON and I requested informa-
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tion from the Justice Department re-
lating to Nicholas McQuaid. Mr.
McQuaid is Acting Assistant Attorney
General for the Criminal Division, the
position Mr. Polite will hold upon con-
firmation. In those letters, we raised
concerns about potential conflicts of
interest in light of the fact that Mr.
McQuaid was employed at Latham &
Watkins until January 20, 2021, and
worked with Christopher Clark, whom
Hunter Biden reportedly hired to work
on his Federal criminal case.

This arrangement presents a poten-
tial conflict of interest. A core func-
tion of congressional oversight is to en-
sure that governmental Departments
and Agencies are free of conflicts of in-
terest. That is especially so with the
Justice Department and FBI. If con-
flicts infect them, those investigations
and prosecutions—the very purpose of
the Department’s existence—could be
undermined.

As a part of my oversight, I have re-
quested a recusal memo for Mr.
McQuaid. I have also requested to
know, as a threshold issue, whether
one even exists.

Attorney General Garland has failed
to answer and provide the requested
records. I have noted to the Depart-
ment that in 2016 I received from the
Department Andrew McCabe’s recusal
memo to illustrate precedent exists for
such a production to Congress. Still,
the Justice Department refuses to pro-
vide the same for Mr. McQuaid.

There is nothing more eroding of
public faith than an unresponsive exec-
utive branch that believes it only an-
swers to the President and not the U.S.
Congress and, perhaps most impor-
tantly, ‘‘we the people.”

This administration’s continued on-
going and blatant lack of cooperation
has forced my hand. Thus, unfortu-
nately, I must object to any consider-
ation of this nomination. My objection
is not intended to question the creden-
tials of Mr. Polite in any way. The ex-
ecutive branch must recognize that it
has an ongoing obligation to respond to
congressional inquiries in a timely and
reasonable manner.

—————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BAPTIST HEALTH

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam President, I
rise today to recognize Baptist Health
of Arkansas’s centennial—a significant
and commendable milestone.

Today, Arkansans are gathering to
celebrate this institution and its staff
that have been dedicated to providing
exceptional faith-based healthcare to
its patients, strengthening commu-
nities through compassionate service,
and continuously responding to the
ever-changing health needs of Arkan-
sans.

On February 16, 1921, the Arkansas
Baptist State Convention incorporated
Baptist State Hospital to ensure Ar-
kansans had access to quality, faith-
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based healthcare. Baptist Health start-
ed with a mere 70 beds and in just 1
year more than tripled that number,
administering care to more than 300
patients. The hospital’s humble begin-
nings show the diligence of the men
and women who, through intense devo-
tion, made this organization what it is
today.

The dedication of Baptist Health’s
providers is a testament to this healing
ministry’s service and commitment to
its patients. For 100 years patients
from across the State, Nation and
world have relied on the hospital’s in-
credible doctors, nurses and staff to
perform lifesaving treatments and sur-
geries.

This institution has served the State
of Arkansas in numerous ways, from
creating thousands of jobs to sup-
porting the State economy and saving
the lives of countless patients. Baptist
Health has created reliable medical
service across the State and helped
many medical professionals in their
educations and careers.

Baptist Health has been a leader in
medical advancement in Arkansas, and
its community of medical professionals
have made tremendous sacrifices to
serve and care for patients. Their dedi-
cation has been apparent during the
COVID-19 public health crisis. This de-
votion to its mission has made Baptist
Health Arkansas’s largest and most
comprehensive not-for profit
healthcare organization. From the doc-
tors and nurses to the office workers
and maintenance staff, each member of
the team demonstrates a passion for
helping and healing.

Congratulations to Baptist Health on
100 years of service and dedication to
helping Arkansans live long and
healthy lives. I look forward to its con-
tinued excellence in healthcare for our
State for many more years.e

———

REMEMBERING EMMANUEL
LARRYN SLACK

e Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President,
Emmanuel Larryn Slack, age 17, en-
tered into eternal rest on Friday, June
4, 2021, at Oschner LSU Hospital in
Shreveport, LA. Emmanuel was born
on January 18, 2004, to Melvin G. Slack,
Jr., and Bridgette L. Wililams in
Shreveport, LA. While attending Union
Spring Baptist Church under the lead-
ership of Pastor Roosevelt Seaberry, he
was an active member of the youth
choir and the drill team. Upon chang-
ing residences, he later accepted the
Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior under
the leadership of Pastor Joey Ketchum
at the Western Hills Baptist Church.
He was a faithful and active member in
the ministry. Gifted with reaching
young people, he became active with
Bible studies, Vacation Bible School,
and Youth Group activities under both
leaders. Emmanuel attended Hun-
tington High School, where he was a
member of the Yearbook club and par-
ticipated in JROTC. When thinking of
career choices, he was originally cer-
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tain he wanted to be a police officer or
an FBI agent, but it was after he took
an interest in politics and the Repub-
lican Party that he began to thrive. He
became active with the Texas Young
Republicans and Republican Women of
Bossier, where he expressed his beliefs
in American individualism, rule of law,
the Constitution, and the Holy Bible,
which guided him to greatness and con-
tinual self-improvement. Emmanuel
expressed his views across Louisiana
and Texas lines and considered himself
to be bipartisan, a conservative Repub-
lican, a proud soon-to-be Texan, up-
holding traditional values like bravery,
courage, leadership, and principle, and
above all, a follower of Christ. Emman-
uel was actively working on an intern-
ship with Rhonda Anderson of Long-
view, TX. He was embraced by Gov-
ernor Greg Abbott’s office; Tarrant
County Young Republicans of Fort
Worth, TX; attorney general of Lou-
isiana Jeff Landry’s office; Caddo Par-
ish Commissioner Jim Taliaferro; Com-
missioner Mario Chavez of District 10;
Congressman MIKE JOHNSON of the
Fourth District of Louisiana; Lieuten-
ant Governor of Louisiana Billy
Nungesser; Republican Women of Bos-
sier; and Ouachita Parish Republican
Women. His hope was to become a Gov-
ernor, Senator, or President.

Preceding Emmanuel in death were
his maternal grandmother Marel D.
Williams, grandfather Larry N. Wil-
liams, Sr., and paternal grandfather
Melvin Slack, Sr., a veteran of the U.S.
Marine Corps. He leaves to celebrate
his life parents Bridgette L. Williams
and Melvin G. Slack, Jr.; paternal
grandmother Jackie Spivey Slack;
brothers Triston M. Williams, Nehe-
miah C. Slack, and Melvin Slack III;
sisters De’Angelique Slack and Jas-
mine Slack; Godparents Tamra P.
Thompson, Michael Pennywell; Pastor
Handy Giles and First Lady Charlene
Giles; aunt Yolanda Y. Williams-
Brown; uncle Larry N. Williams, Jr.;
special friends Mario Chavez, Jenna
Marie Kimball, Tayler Davis, Clayton
Quinn, Parker Ward, and Whitney
Scates; mentors, Christ Henry and
Joshua Harvey; as well as several un-
cles, aunts, and loving cousins.e

——

RECOGNIZING THE
INTERNATIONAL FALLS JOURNAL

o Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Madam President,
today I rise to honor and pay tribute to
the International Falls Journal, the
local newspaper of the International
Falls and Koochiching County commu-
nities that has provided timely, trust-
worthy, and thorough reporting to
Minnesotans for the past 110 years. On
June 24, 2021, the International Falls
Journal will sadly publish its final edi-
tion.

Founded in 1911 by Clarence Burton
Montgomery as The Daily Journal, the
then-daily paper has been a community
staple since its start, informing locals
of who was born and who died, local
business news, and what happened at
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city council and school board meetings.
Through different disasters and crises,
The Journal made sure they delivered
the news to their readers. In 1988, a fire
ripped through its office on a Friday
night, claiming most of the building
and everything inside, including the
paper’s equipment. Still, that Monday
and for weeks following the fire while
the outlet was without printers, the
paper was published as planned. This
was 38 years after the great flood of
1950, when—you guessed it—the paper
still ended up on their readers’ door-
steps despite the unprecedented cir-
cumstance.

The paper went through several own-
ers before landing in the hands of Arlin
Albrecht and Phil Duff, The Journal’s
current publishers, who purchased the
paper in 1974.

Regardless of ownership, locals have
always been able to count on The Jour-
nal. International Falls Area Chamber
of Commerce President Tricia Heibel
said it well: ““From births, deaths, mar-
riages, school events and sporting high-
lights, from lost pets to everything
else, it was just a really central com-
munication tool.”

As the daughter of a newspaperman, I
grew up knowing just how important
local newspapers like the International
Falls Journal are. In fact, it is thanks
to the presence of a local newspaper—
the Duluth Herald—in my dad’s child-
hood home that my grandmother spot-
ted his interest in storytelling when he
was just 12. Local papers played an ir-
replaceable role in my father’s life, as
they continue to today for countless
readers.

But today, newspapers of all sizes are
struggling and closing. Ad revenue for
U.S. newspapers plummeted from $49.4
billion in 2005 to $14.3 billion in 2018.
During that time, two other compa-
nies, Facebook and Google—worth over
$2.4 trillion combined—became adver-
tising titans. These two companies
don’t just control the majority of on-
line advertising; they have built power
over the news and crushed local news
outlets along the way.

With the closure of The Journal, we
are once again seeing the impacts of
this firsthand. We can’t stand by and
watch this happen to our independent
press. That is why I have introduced bi-
partisan legislation to let news pub-
lishers join together to negotiate fair
terms with these giant digital corpora-
tions. We must give independent papers
the chance to compete.

But even as we work to ensure other
papers are able to keep their lights on,
the International Falls Journal is a re-
minder of the value of local jour-
nalism. For more than a century, it
has empowered its readers by providing
them with accurate, relevant informa-
tion about their communities. It has
captured moments big and small that
together tell a beautiful story of the
region that will live on.

Even as it closes its doors, genera-
tions will benefit from the legacy it
leaves behind.e
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