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at a post-secondary school, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. OSSOFF: 
S. 2398. A bill to amend title 23, United 

States Code, to accommodate certain facili-
ties within rights-of-way on Federal-aid 
highways; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mr. 
MORAN): 

S. 2399. A bill to provide Federal student 
loan relief for teachers who work in a mili-
tary impacted community; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mr. 
BOOKER, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. 
PADILLA, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. WYDEN, 
and Ms. SMITH): 

S. 2400. A bill to establish a process for the 
Board on Geographic Names to review and 
revise offensive names of Federal land units, 
to create an advisory committee to rec-
ommend Federal land unit names to be re-
viewed by the Board, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Ms. HASSAN, and Mr. CRAMER): 

S. 2401. A bill to reauthorize the Assistive 
Technology Act of 1998, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. WARREN (for herself and Mr. 
TILLIS): 

S. 2402. A bill to establish a pilot program 
to incentivize employee ownership in defense 
contracting; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr. 
WYDEN, and Mr. MERKLEY): 

S. 2403. A bill to assist those subject to po-
litically motivated charges in Turkey, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO: 
S. 2404. A bill to improve Federal activities 

relating to wildfires, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. WICKER (for himself and Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH): 

S. Res. 307. A resolution congratulating the 
Mississippi State University baseball team 
on winning the 2021 National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association Division I baseball cham-
pionship; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. MORAN (for himself and Mr. 
MARSHALL): 

S. Res. 308. A resolution commending and 
congratulating the Hutchinson Community 
College Blue Dragons football team for win-
ning the 2021 National Junior College Ath-
letic Association football National Cham-
pionship; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 99 

At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name 
of the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. 
HAGERTY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 99, a bill to implement equal protec-
tion under the 14th Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States for 
the right to life of each born and 
preborn human person. 

S. 127 
At the request of Mr. REED, the 

names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 

BROWN) and the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 127, a bill to support li-
brary infrastructure. 

S. 163 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 163, a bill to address the workforce 
needs of the telecommunications in-
dustry. 

S. 344 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 344, a bill to amend title 
10, United States Code, to provide for 
concurrent receipt of veterans’ dis-
ability compensation and retirement 
pay for disability retirees with fewer 
than 20 years of service and a combat- 
related disability, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 350 
At the request of Ms. HASSAN, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 350, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to reauthor-
ize certain programs under part A of 
title XI of such Act relating to genetic 
diseases, and for other purposes. 

S. 355 
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 

the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 355, a bill to provide im-
mediate relief for patients from certain 
medical debt collection efforts during 
and immediately after the COVID–19 
public health emergency. 

S. 452 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

names of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. BARRASSO) and the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 452, a bill to 
award a Congressional Gold Medal to 
Willie O’Ree, in recognition of his ex-
traordinary contributions and commit-
ment to hockey, inclusion, and rec-
reational opportunity. 

S. 610 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 610, a bill to address behavioral 
health and well-being among health 
care professionals. 

S. 656 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 

Carolina, the name of the Senator from 
Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 656, a bill to ensure 
that organizations with religious or 
moral convictions are allowed to con-
tinue to provide services for children. 

S. 697 
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 697, a bill to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint commemora-
tive coins in recognition of the Bicen-
tennial of Harriet Tubman’s birth. 

S. 701 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 

GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 701, a bill to amend titles XVIII and 
XIX of the Social Security Act to pro-
vide equal coverage of in vitro specific 
IgE tests and percutaneous tests for al-
lergies under the Medicare and Med-
icaid programs, and for other purposes. 

S. 773 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 773, a bill to enable certain hos-
pitals that were participating in or ap-
plied for the drug discount program 
under section 340B of the Public Health 
Service Act prior to the COVID–19 pub-
lic health emergency to temporarily 
maintain eligibility for such program, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 888 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator from New 
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 888, a bill to prohibit 
discrimination based on an individual’s 
texture or style of hair. 

S. 1061 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1061, a bill to encourage the 
normalization of relations with Israel, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1295 
At the request of Mr. ROMNEY, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1295, a bill to save and strengthen 
critical social contract programs of the 
Federal Government. 

S. 1337 
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1337, a bill to address the impact 
of climate change on agriculture, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1543 
At the request of Ms. HASSAN, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1543, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to provide best 
practices on student suicide awareness 
and prevention training and condition 
State educational agencies, local edu-
cational agencies, and tribal edu-
cational agencies receiving funds under 
section 520A of such Act to establish 
and implement a school-based student 
suicide awareness and prevention 
training policy. 

S. 1660 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1660, a bill to expand ac-
cess to health care services for immi-
grants by removing legal and policy 
barriers to health insurance coverage, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1669 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
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1669, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to direct the forgiveness 
or offset of an overpayment of retired 
pay paid to a joint account for a period 
after the death of the retired member 
of the Armed Forces. 

S. 1687 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1687, a bill to amend section 21 of the 
Small Business Act to require cyber 
certification for small business devel-
opment center counselors, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1707 

At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) and the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. PAUL) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1707, a bill to ensure that 
the Department of Defense achieves a 
clean audit opinion on its financial 
statements. 

S. 1720 

At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) and the Senator 
from Montana (Mr. TESTER) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1720, a bill to pro-
vide stability to and enhance the serv-
ices of the United States Postal Serv-
ice, and for other purposes. 

S. 1797 

At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the 
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) and the Senator 
from Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1797, a bill to 
amend the Indian Health Care Improve-
ment Act to expand the funding au-
thority for renovating, constructing, 
and expanding certain facilities. 

S. 1856 

At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1856, a bill to enhance the security op-
erations of the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration and stability of 
the transportation security workforce 
by applying the personnel system 
under title 5, United States Code, to 
employees of the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1872 

At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 
names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN), the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY), the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT), the 
Senator from New Hampshire (Mrs. 
SHAHEEN) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. SMITH) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1872, a bill to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, 
to the United States Army Rangers 
Veterans of World War II in recogni-
tion of their extraordinary service dur-
ing World War II. 

S. 1935 

At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1935, a bill to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to provide for an exten-
sion of the period of eligibility under 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
training and rehabilitation program for 
veterans with service-connected dis-
abilities by reason of school closures 
due to emergency and other situations, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1936 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1936, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for extensions 
of the time limitations for use of enti-
tlement under Department of Veterans 
Affairs educational assistance pro-
grams by reason of school closures due 
to emergency and other situations, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1973 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 1973, a bill to require 
the Secretary of Defense to conduct 
testing, removal, and remediation of 
perfluoroalkyl substances and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances at all mili-
tary installations, formerly used de-
fense sites, and State-owned facilities 
of the National Guard in the United 
States. 

S. 2032 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

names of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator from 
Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI), the Senator 
from Washington (Ms. CANTWELL), the 
Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 
THUNE), the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL), the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. COONS), the Senator 
from Georgia (Mr. OSSOFF), the Sen-
ator from Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK) and 
the Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 2032, a bill to extend and modify 
the Afghan Special Immigrant Visa 
Program, to postpone the medical 
exam for aliens who are otherwise eli-
gible for such program, to provide spe-
cial immigrant status for certain sur-
viving spouses and children, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2161 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2161, a bill to modify the restriction in 
section 3326 of title 5, United States 
Code, relating to the appointment of 
retired members of the Armed Forces 
to positions in the Department of De-
fense to apply to positions at or above 
the GS–14 level. 

S. 2166 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2166, a bill to provide that certain 
orders of the Federal Communications 
Commission shall have no force or ef-
fect until certain conditions are satis-
fied, and for other purposes. 

S. 2230 
At the request of Mr. LUJÁN, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Ms. 

ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2230, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to enhance the car-
bon oxide sequestration credit. 

S. 2232 
At the request of Mr. LUJÁN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2232, a bill to direct the 
Secretary of Energy to fund projects to 
restore and modernize National Lab-
oratories, and for other purposes. 

S. 2233 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the names of the Senator from New 
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Sen-
ator from Colorado (Mr. HICKENLOOPER) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 2233, a 
bill to establish a grant program for 
shuttered minor league baseball clubs, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2238 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2238, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to reauthorize and 
extend the Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorders Prevention and Services pro-
gram, and for other purposes. 

S. 2271 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MARSHALL) and the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2271, a bill to amend the 
Farm Security and Rural Investment 
Act of 2002 to provide grants for eligi-
ble entities for activities designed to 
expand the sales and use of biofuels de-
rived from agricultural feedstocks pro-
duced in the United States, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2332 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2332, a bill to place a mor-
atorium on large concentrated animal 
feeding operations, to strengthen the 
Packers and Stockyards Act, 1921, to 
require country of origin labeling on 
beef, pork, and dairy products, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2333 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

names of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Ms. LUMMIS) and the Senator from 
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2333, a bill to amend 
chapter 2205 of title 36, United States 
Code, to ensure equal treatment of ath-
letes, and for other purposes. 

S. 2334 
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 

the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 2334, a bill to direct the 
Secretary of the Interior to establish a 
grant program to provide grants on a 
competitive basis to eligible entities 
for large-scale water recycling and 
reuse projects, to amend the Omnibus 
Public Land Management Act of 2009 to 
make certain modifications to the Co-
operative Watershed Management Pro-
gram, to provide emergency drought 
funding, and for other purposes. 
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S. 2364 

At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2364, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide for dem-
onstration grants and create a Federal 
Work Group to reduce and prevent the 
incidence of teen dating violence. 

S. 2369 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2369, a bill to provide ac-
cess to reliable, clean, and drinkable 
water on Tribal lands, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2371 
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2371, a bill to require the 
Secretary of Defense to enhance the 
readiness of the Department of Defense 
to challenges relating to climate 
change and to improve the energy and 
resource efficiency of the Department, 
and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 274 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 274, a resolution desig-
nating July 24, 2021, as ‘‘National Day 
of the American Cowboy’’. 

S. RES. 303 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 303, a resolution sup-
porting the people of Cuba in their de-
mands for freedom and the fulfillment 
of basic needs and condemning the 
Communist regime in Cuba. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2121 
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 

names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) and the Senator from 
Utah (Mr. LEE) were added as cospon-
sors of amendment No. 2121 proposed to 
H.R. 1652, a bill to deposit certain funds 
into the Crime Victims Fund, to waive 
matching requirements, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTION 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, 
Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, 
and Ms. COLLINS): 

S. 2385. A bill to amend the Clean Air 
Act to eliminate the corn ethanol man-
date for renewable fuel; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President: I 
rise today to reintroduce bipartisan 
legislation. The ‘‘Corn Ethanol Man-
date Elimination Act of 2021’’ is co-
sponsored by Senators PAT TOOMEY, 
BOB MENENDEZ, and SUSAN COLLINS and 
would end the corn ethanol mandate in 
the Renewable Fuel Standard. 

The mandate requires annual in-
creases in the amount of renewable fuel 
that must be blended into the total 

volume of gasoline refined and con-
sumed in the United States. 

Our bill would amend the Renewable 
Fuel Standard to remove the volume 
requirements for corn ethanol while 
leaving in place the requirement that 
oil companies use low-carbon advanced 
bio fuels, including cellulosic biofuel 
and biodiesel. 

The Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) 
was initially included in the Energy 
Policy Act of 2005 and subsequently 
amended in 2007. The RFS sought to re-
duce our dependence on oil and in-
crease production of biofuels for trans-
portation. It requires gasoline and die-
sel producers to blend increasing vol-
umes of renewable biofuels in their 
supply. 

The law includes separate volume re-
quirements for four categories of 
biofuels: 1) unspecified (completely 
filled by corn ethanol, also called the 
‘‘corn ethanol mandate’’); 2) advanced 
biofuels; 3) cellulosic biofuel; and 4) 
biodiesel. 

The EPA is authorized to reduce the 
required volumes if supply does not 
match the statutory volume. Every 
year since 2014, the total production of 
all ethanol exceeded the ‘‘blend wall’’— 
the amount of ethanol that can safely 
be blended into the fuel supply, which 
is about 10% of gasoline. A blend be-
yond 10% ethanol can damage car en-
gines. 

Unfortunately, rather than encour-
age the development of more advanced 
biofuels with lower carbon emissions, 
the RFS has resulted in a market 
flooded with ethanol, which has higher 
carbon emissions than other advanced 
biofuels. 

This year oil companies will be re-
quired to use 33 billion gallons of re-
newable fuel, and next year the re-
quirement will increase to 36 billion 
gallons of renewable fuel. 

The original law requires that an in-
creasing portion of this mandate be 
met using low-carbon advanced 
biofuels that are not derived from corn 
starch and reduce lifecycle greenhouse 
gas emissions by at least 50 percent. 

However, last year, 15 billion gallons 
of the statutory requirement was met 
using corn ethanol. 

The corn ethanol mandate is unwise 
and unworkable for several reasons. 

First, the corn ethanol mandate re-
sults in 40% of the U.S. corn crop being 
used for fuel and not food, nearly dou-
ble the rate compared to before the 
RFS was passed. Ethanol production 
requires 38 million acres of land—an 
area larger than the state of Illinois— 
which could be used to feed 150 million 
people. 

We should prioritize our agriculture 
and land use toward feeding people and 
combating the climate crisis, not per-
petuating it, particularly when severe 
drought threatens crops throughout 
the West. 

Second, the corn ethanol mandate 
has increased the price of corn and 
products made from corn, such as live-
stock feed. This has made it more ex-

pensive for families to put food on 
their table. 

Third, corn ethanol production 
achieves little to no reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions over regular 
oil and poses other environmental 
risks, including deforestation, habitat 
destruction and diminished water qual-
ity or availability due to cropland ex-
pansion. 

Finally, as fuel economy standards 
and increased vehicle electrification 
drive down gasoline consumption, the 
RFS mandate exceeds the limit at 
which ethanol can be blended safely 
into the fuel supply—roughly 10% of 
total gasoline consumption. 

According to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s final 2013 rule estab-
lishing renewable fuel standards, the 
‘‘EPA does not foresee a scenario in 
which the market could consume 
enough ethanol . . . to meet the vol-
umes . . . stated in the statute.’’ 

The Congressional Budget Office con-
firmed this judgment in a June 2014 re-
port, saying that the statutory goal of 
escalating corn ethanol volumes would 
be ‘‘very hard to meet in future years.’’ 

The Corn Ethanol Mandate Elimi-
nation Act would make necessary fixes 
to the Renewable Fuel Standard, re-
ducing our reliance on corn ethanol. 

Our bill would address the blend wall 
directly, thereby allowing EPA to con-
tinue increasing volumes of lowcarbon 
advanced biofuels. 

It would also maintain important 
provisions that encourage the develop-
ment of low-carbon advanced biofuels, 
like cellulosic ethanol, algae-based fuel 
and biodiesel. 

This would increase the market for 
the innovative, nascent, domestic in-
dustry that this statute was designed 
to support. 

The Federal corn ethanol mandate no 
longer makes sense when better, lower- 
carbon alternatives exist. I urge my 
colleagues to join us in passing this im-
portant legislation to eliminate the 
corn ethanol mandate in the Renew-
able Fuel Standard. 

Thank you, Mr. President. I yield the 
floor. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. WICKER, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. CRUZ, Ms. ERNST, 
Mr. COTTON, Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
ida, and Mrs. HYDE-SMITH): 

S. 2395. A bill to require an annual 
feasibility report on cooperation be-
tween the National Guard and Taiwan, 
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to print my bill for introduction 
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. The 
bill’s purpose is to require an annual 
feasibility report on cooperation be-
tween the National Guard and Taiwan, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2395 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
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