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because you have the chairman and the
ranking member, that somehow you
have the moral authority here—I dis-
agree. 1 disagree because we have 66
Members on this bill and another 5 or
6 who would vote for this. So that is
about 70 Members who have stated
they want to do this bright line.

I have been very forthright with
every Senator whom I have spoken to
about why this bill is written the way
it is. We don’t want to marginalize
women. We don’t want them to be per-
ceived as getting special treatment. We
just want to professionalize the whole
system.

I can tell you, when we talk to com-
manders who are fighting wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan and they have to do
the analysis of a highly complex crime,
it distracts them from the work of
training troops and winning wars. So
why not give these hard issues, just the
felonies, to the smartest military pros-
ecutor we can find?

Why not fix the system for all plain-
tiffs and all defendants? Why just draw
out just one set of plaintiffs and one
set of defendants?

I know this will not undermine good
order and discipline because Secretary
Austin said, taking out sexual assault-
related crimes does not undermine
good order and discipline; it does not
undermine command and control.
When asking the Chairwoman of this
Commission whether taking out seri-
ous crimes would undermine command
and control, she said absolutely not. So
I believe this is the right answer. I
have believed it was the right answer
for 8 years.

Every year, I have asked my col-
leagues to look at the bill, study the
bill, give me questions on the bill.
When colleagues have wanted to shave
off crimes because they thought they
didn’t rise to the level of a serious
crime, like a bar fight, we have taken
it out. We took out all military crimes
because the commander has a unique
understanding of those crimes. We have
worked so hard for 8 years to do this
one solution, and to imply that it is all
new or it is only about this one set of
data is so inappropriate and wrong.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAs-
SAN). The Senator from Alaska.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, I
just want to again compliment my col-
league from New York, who has worked
this issue hard. It is an emotional
issue. I think we all have good inten-
tions on this issue. We all want to get
to the right answer for men and women
in the military as it relates to these
crimes and still have a force. As she
said, it is the best military fighting
force in the world.

I think we are going to have a good
debate on this tomorrow, and I am cer-
tainly committed to continuing to
work with Senator GILLIBRAND on
these issues as they relate to the mili-
tary and as they relate to the civilian
world. They are enormously important,
and I take them very seriously.
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Again, I want to applaud her for her
passion, her focus, her commitment.
We wouldn’t be this far in this debate
at all if it weren’t for her, and I have a
lot of respect for that.

I yield the floor.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Presi-
dent, I just want to thank the Senator
and my colleague for his tireless work
on this issue, and I do stand ready to
work with him because I know how
much he cares about the issue. He has
led great reforms in his State of Alas-
ka, and I believe, if his voice were lent
to this issue, it would be unanimous.

So I thank the Presiding Officer, and
I thank my colleague from Alaska.

———

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF OKLAHOMA SOONERS
SOFTBALL TEAM ON WINNING
THE 2021 NATIONAL COLLEGIATE
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION WOM-
EN’S COLLEGE WORLD SERIES

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be discharged from fur-
ther consideration and that the Senate
now proceed to S. Res. 291.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 291) congratulating
the University of Oklahoma Sooners softball
team on winning the 2021 National Collegiate
Athletic Association Women’s College World
Series.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and that
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of June 24, 2021,
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.”)

291) was

————
CONGRATULATING THE MIS-
SISSIPPI STATE  UNIVERSITY

BASEBALL TEAM ON WINNING
THE 2021 NATIONAL COLLEGIATE
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION DIVI-

SION I BASEBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP
Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Presi-

dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to the consideration of
S. Res. 307, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 307) congratulating
the Mississippi State University baseball
team on winning the 2021 National Collegiate
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Athletic Association Division I baseball
championship.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and that
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with
no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———

COMMENDING AND CONGRATU-
LATING THE HUTCHINSON COM-
MUNITY COLLEGE BLUE DRAG-
ONS FOOTBALL TEAM FOR WIN-
NING THE 2021 NATIONAL JUNIOR
COLLEGE ATHLETIC ASSOCIA-

307) was

TION FOOTBALL NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP
Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Presi-

dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to the consideration of
S. Res. 308, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 308) commending and
congratulating the Hutchinson Community
College Blue Dragons football team for win-
ning the 2021 National Junior College Ath-
letic Association football National Cham-
pionship.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and that
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with
no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY
21, 2021

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that
when the Senate completes its business
today, it adjourn until 10:30 a.m.,
Wednesday, July 21; that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; that upon the conclu-
sion of morning business, the Senate
proceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the Jenkins nomina-
tion; further, that at 11:30 a.m., the

308) was
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Senate vote on confirmation of the
Abruzzo nomination; that the cloture
vote on the Jenkins nomination occur
immediately upon disposition of the
Abruzzo nomination; that if cloture is
invoked on the Jenkins nomination, all
postcloture time expire at 2:30 p.m.; fi-
nally, that if any of the nominations
are confirmed, the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
——

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Presi-
dent, if there is no further business to
come before the Senate, I ask unani-
mous consent that it stand adjourned
under the previous order following the
remarks of Senator RUBIO.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Florida.

——————

CUBA

Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, we
have heard more about Cuba in the last
week than probably the 10 years that I
have been here combined.

And yesterday we heard from the
White House. The White House was
having some sort of a meeting and con-
ference call and came out and said that
they are going to be looking at remit-
tances and increasing and making it
easier to get money to relatives in
Cuba.

That is not surprising. The people in
charge of Cuba policy at the White
House, at the National Security Coun-
cil, and at the State Department—the
people in charge of Cuba policy have
long been advocates for dialogue with
the regime and an economic opening to
the regime. They have been for getting
rid of the embargo and that sort of
thing.

I think it is important, given the fact
that I recognize that most people in
this country and in the Senate don’t
follow this issue on a regular basis,
that we address that. Because the fun-
damental question being put to us is—
so the people of Cuba are suffering. The
people of Cuba are going through a dif-
ficult economic time. I would argue
that they have done so for 62 years—
why don’t we get rid of the embargo? It
would make life easier for them.

And I want to address it. I want to
address it especially to those who are
not as familiar with this issue.

First of all, let me begin by saying
there are no American ships block-
ading Cuba, surrounding the island of
Cuba. In fact, Cuba, frankly, does not
have an embargo in the way people
think.

Cuba trades with the whole world.
For example, Cuba, every year, exports
$1.2 billion, which doesn’t sound like a
lot, but it is a lot for an island of 11
million people. OK?

They export $461 million to China;
$127 million to Spain; $65 million to the
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Netherlands; $64 million to Germany.
This is not a country that is isolated.
They trade with every country in the
world.

They import $5.3 billion a year. With
Spain alone, they export—they import,
I am sorry, $1 billion from Spain; an-
other $790 million from China; $327 mil-
lion from Italy; $285 million from Can-
ada and from Russia.

So they import 5—over $5 billion.
They export over $1.2 billion. Cuba is
not isolated. They trade with every
country—this regime trades with vir-
tually every country on the planet.

You know who else they trade with?
The United States of America. Cuba
trades with the United States of Amer-
ica. They import almost $280 million a
year; almost as much as they do with
Canada and Russia. And no one accuses
Canada and Russia of having a block-
ade on Cuba.

Sixty-six percent of the chicken that
is eaten in Cuba, which is the staple
protein in Cuba, comes from the United
States. Half their soybeans come from
the United States.

There is only one blockade in Cuba,
and it is the blockade that this regime
has imposed upon its people.

Now, yesterday, the President an-
nounced—or the White House an-
nounced they are going to stand up
some remittances group to try to fig-
ure out: So how do we make it easier
for relatives to send money to their
relatives on the island of Cuba?

Well, that work group is going to not
have a long time to meet. They are not
going to have to meet for very long be-
cause U.S. law allows that now. It is
not illegal to send money to your rel-
atives in Cuba.

The only thing that is prohibited is
you can’t send the money—you can’t
send the money through this bank that
the Cuban military set up in Panama.
That is the only thing that is prohib-
ited.

And to the extent money can’t reach
the people of Cuba, it is because they
refuse to allow anyone other than that
bank to do these remittances.

And, by the way, they have prohib-
ited depositing dollars. Here is how it
works for them: You send your relative
$100. They take 10 percent of it. Then
they take the dollars—they don’t let
them deposit it. They pocket the dol-
lars, and they give them this worthless
Cuban currency. So they have the dol-
lars so they can buy things for them-
selves and on the global market.

So the blockade, to the extent that
there is something that is preventing
remittances directly to the Cuban peo-
ple, it is not U.S. policy; it is regime
policy. They are the ones who need a
work group.

How about this argument that there
is a blockade on travel? If only more
American tourists could go to Cuba.

By the way, Cuba is already filled
with Canadian tourists and Italian
tourists who enjoy 5-star accommoda-
tions. And I will be frank, many of
them go there—these sick, disgusting
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men who go there to hook up with a 16-
or 17-year-old girl.

But that said, they talk about travel
to Cuba. Well, let me tell you some-
thing. Travel is allowed now. An Amer-
ican can go to Cuba. You just can’t
stay at a military-owned hotel or eat
at a military-owned restaurant or shop
at a military-owned store. You can
stay at the private homes of people
who rent them out on Airbnb. You can
do that. You can eat at a restaurant
that is owned by a private person. You
can shop at stores that are owned by
private people.

The reason why they have nowhere to
stay, nowhere to eat, and nowhere to
shop is not U.S. policy. It is that the
Cuban regime won’t allow privately
owned hotels, privately owned shops,
privately owned stores. They won’t
allow it—privately owned restaurants.
They are the ones who have a blockade
on travel, not the United States.

What about medicine? That is an-
other thing they have put out there.
This is so cruel. We don’t allow medi-
cine in.

Do you know what the Cuban regime
announced last week? This is what
they announced on their national tele-
vision: We are going to lift the ban on
the importation of medicine.

What? You mean there was a Cuban
ban, a regime ban on importing medi-
cine? Yes, there was. They are the ones
who weren’t allowing medicine in. And
to the extent they were allowing it in,
they were putting a tariff on it. So
there is no blockade on medicine. We
sell them medicine.

And you can donate medicine, unlim-
ited amounts, under U.S. law. If there
is a blockade on medicine, it is the re-
gime’s blockade.

The other one I hear is the internet.
I support the internet. Why don’t we
allow—I had somebody say this to me
yesterday: Why don’t we allow Amer-
ican companies to go and provide inter-
net, then they would have internet? It
is the embargo.

And these people don’t know what
they are talking about. They literally
are just parroting stupid, ridiculous
talking points, because the law in the
U.S. on trade with Cuba specifically ex-
empts telecoms. AT&T, Verizon,
Sprint, every American telecom could
go into Cuba tomorrow and offer phone
and internet service.

You know why they can’t? Not our
law. It is the Cuban regime because
they want to control that.

And you see a pattern here. Blockade
on travel, blockade on private owner-
ship of business, blockade on bringing
in medicine, blockade on bringing in
money. Why?

Because the Cuban regime wants to
control people. They don’t want an in-
dividual Cuban to have a paycheck
that they earn for themselves. They
want what little you have to come
from them because if you don’t do what
they tell you, they can take it from
you. That is what they want.

They don’t want you to have internet
companies offered by AT&T and Sprint
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