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the survivors of certain disabled veterans,
and for other purposes.”.

HIRE VETERAN HEALTH HEROES
ACT OF 2021

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 85, S. 894.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 894) to identify and refer mem-
bers of the Armed Forces with a health care
occupation who are separating from the
Armed Forces for potential employment
with the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs, with an amend-
ment, as follows:

(The parts of the bill intended to be
stricken are shown in boldface brack-
ets and the parts of the bill intended to
be inserted are shown in italic.

S. 894

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Hire Vet-
eran Health Heroes Act of 2021°.

[SEC. 2. IDENTIFICATION AND REFERRAL OF
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
WITH A HEALTH CARE OCCUPATION
FOR POTENTIAL EMPLOYMENT WITH
THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS DURING SEPARATION
FROM THE ARMED FORCES.

[(a) IDENTIFICATION.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, in consultation with the
Secretary of Defense, shall identify members
of the Armed Forces in a health care occupa-
tion during the separation of such members
from the Armed Forces.

[(b) REFERRAL OF INTERESTED INDIVID-
UALS.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—If a member of the
Armed Forces identified under subsection (a)
expresses an interest in working in a health
care occupation within the Department of
Veterans Affairs, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall refer the member to a recruiter
of the Department for consideration of open
positions in the specialty and geography of
interest of the member.

[(2) TIMING.—Any referral of a member of
the Armed Forces conducted under para-
graph (1) shall be made not earlier than one
year before the separation of the member
from the Armed Forces.

[(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Any identi-
fication of a member of the Armed Forces
under subsection (a) or referral of such mem-
ber under subsection (b) shall not be con-
strued as a guarantee of employment of such
member with the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

[(d) REPORTS.—Not later than each of one
year and two years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Defense, shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report on
the efficacy of the identification and referral
of separating members of the Armed Forces
under this section.

[(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

[(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—
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[(A) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate; and

[(B) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives.

[(2) HEALTH CARE OCCUPATION.—The term
‘“‘health care occupation’ means an occupa-
tion for which an individual may be ap-
pointed for employment with the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs under section 7401
of title 38, United States Code.]

SEC. 2. IDENTIFICATION AND REFERRAL OF MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES WITH
A HEALTH CARE OCCUPATION FOR
POTENTIAL EMPLOYMENT WITH THE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS DURING SEPARATION FROM
THE ARMED FORCES.

Section 207 of the VA Choice and Quality Em-
ployment Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-46; 38
U.S.C. 7401 note) is amended to read as follows:
“SEC. 207. IDENTIFICATION AND REFERRAL OF

MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
WITH A HEALTH CARE OCCUPATION
FOR POTENTIAL EMPLOYMENT WITH
THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS DURING SEPARATION FROM
THE ARMED FORCES.

““(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, in consultation with the Secretary of
Defense, shall establish a program to identify
and refer members of the Armed Forces with a
health care occupation for employment with the
Department of Veterans Affairs during the sepa-
ration of such members from the Armed Forces.

“(b) REFERRAL OF INTERESTED INDIVIDUALS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If a member of the Armed
Forces identified under subsection (a) expresses
an interest in working in a health care occupa-
tion within the Department of Veterans Affairs,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall refer the
member to a recruiter of the Department for con-
sideration of open positions in the specialty and
geography of interest to the member.

“(2) TIMING.—Any referral of a member of the
Armed Forces conducted under paragraph (1)
shall be made not earlier than one year before
the separation of the member from the Armed
Forces.

““(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Any identifica-
tion of a member of the Armed Forces under
subsection (a) or referral of such member under
subsection (b) shall not be construed as a guar-
antee of employment of such member with the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

‘““(d) REPORTS.—Not later than each of one
year and two years after the date of the enact-
ment of the Hire Veteran Health Heroes Act of
2021, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
submit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a report on the program established under
subsection (a).

““(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1)  APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘appropriate committees of
Congress’ means—

““(A) the Committee on Armed Services and the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate;
and

““(B) the Committee on Armed Services and the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives.

“(2) HEALTH CARE OCCUPATION.—The term
‘health care occupation’ means an occupation
for which an individual may be appointed for
employment with the Department of Veterans
Affairs under section 7401 of title 38, United
States Code.”’.

Ms. SMITH. I ask unanimous consent
that the committee-reported amend-
ment be agreed to; that the bill, as
amended, be considered read a third
time and passed; and that the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

July 21, 2021

The committee-reported amendment
was agreed to.

The bill (S. 894), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed, as follows:

S. 894

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Hire Vet-
eran Health Heroes Act of 2021”.

SEC. 2. IDENTIFICATION AND REFERRAL OF
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
WITH A HEALTH CARE OCCUPATION
FOR POTENTIAL EMPLOYMENT WITH
THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS DURING SEPARATION
FROM THE ARMED FORCES.

Section 207 of the VA Choice and Quality
Employment Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-46;
38 U.S.C. 7401 note) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

“SEC. 207. IDENTIFICATION AND REFERRAL OF
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
WITH A HEALTH CARE OCCUPATION
FOR POTENTIAL EMPLOYMENT WITH
THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS DURING SEPARATION
FROM THE ARMED FORCES.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Defense, shall establish a program
to identify and refer members of the Armed
Forces with a health care occupation for em-
ployment with the Department of Veterans
Affairs during the separation of such mem-
bers from the Armed Forces.

‘“(b) REFERRAL OF INTERESTED INDIVID-
UALS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If a member of the
Armed Forces identified under subsection (a)
expresses an interest in working in a health
care occupation within the Department of
Veterans Affairs, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall refer the member to a recruiter
of the Department for consideration of open
positions in the specialty and geography of
interest to the member.

‘(2) TIMING.—Any referral of a member of
the Armed Forces conducted under para-
graph (1) shall be made not earlier than one
year before the separation of the member
from the Armed Forces.

‘“(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Any identi-
fication of a member of the Armed Forces
under subsection (a) or referral of such mem-
ber under subsection (b) shall not be con-
strued as a guarantee of employment of such
member with the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

‘(d) REPORTS.—Not later than each of one
year and two years after the date of the en-
actment of the Hire Veteran Health Heroes
Act of 2021, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress a report on the program estab-
lished under subsection (a).

‘‘(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

““(A) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate; and

‘(B) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives.

‘(2) HEALTH CARE OCCUPATION.—The term
‘health care occupation’ means an occupa-
tion for which an individual may be ap-
pointed for employment with the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs under section 7401
of title 38, United States Code.”".
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MAJOR MEDICAL FACILITY
AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2021

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged and the Senate proceed to the
immediate consideration of S. 1910.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 1910) to authorize major medical
facility projects of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for fiscal year 2021.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Ms. SMITH. I ask unanimous consent
that the bill be considered read a third
time and passed and that the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1910) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed as follows:

S. 1910

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Major Med-
ical Facility Authorization Act of 2021”’.

SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF MAJOR MEDICAL FA-
CILITY PROJECTS OF DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2021.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs may carry out the following
major medical facility projects in fiscal year
2021 at the locations specified and in an
amount for each project not to exceed the
amount specified for such location:

(1) Construction of an outpatient clinic and
national cemetery in Alameda, California, in
an amount not to exceed $266,200,000.

(2) Construction of a new specialty care
building 201 in American Lake, Washington,
in an amount not to exceed $110,600,000.

(3) Construction of a community living
center and renovation of domiciliary and
outpatient facilities in Canandaigua, New
York, in an amount not to exceed
$383,741,000.

(4) Construction of a spinal cord injury
center in Dallas, Texas, in an amount not to
exceed $249,000,000.

(5) Realignment and closure of the Liver-
more Campus in Livermore, California, in an
amount not to exceed $455,000,000.

(6) Seismic corrections to the mental
health and community living center in Long
Beach, California, in an amount not to ex-
ceed $367,300,000.

(7) Construction of a spinal cord injury
building with a community living center, in-
cluding a parking garage, in San Diego, Cali-
fornia, in an amount not to exceed
$252,100,000.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year
2021 or the year in which funds are appro-
priated for the Construction, Major Projects
account, $2,083,941,000 for the projects au-
thorized in subsection (a).
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NATIONAL BLUEBERRY MONTH

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration and the
Senate now proceed to S. Res. 139.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 139) recognizing the
importance of the blueberry industry to the
United States and designating July 2021 as
‘‘National Blueberry Month’’.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. SMITH. I ask unanimous consent
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and that the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of March 25, 2021,
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———

NATIONAL DAY OF THE AMERICAN
COWBOY

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration and the
Senate now proceed to S. Res. 274.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 274) designating July
24, 2021, as ‘‘National Day of the American
Cowboy”’.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. SMITH. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and that the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of June 17, 2021,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier
today: S. Res. 311, S. Res. 312, and S.
Res. 313.

139) was

274) was

S5025

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Ms. SMITH. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolutions be agreed to, the
preambles be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JULY 22,
2021

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10:30 a.m., Thursday, July
22; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and the Senate be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each; further, that at 1:30
p.m., the Senate proceed to executive
session to consider Executive Calendar
No. 162, Jill Hruby, to be Under Sec-
retary for Nuclear Security at the De-
partment of Energy, and the Senate
immediately vote on confirmation of
the nomination; that if the nomination
is confirmed, the motion to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table, and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
it stand adjourned under the previous
order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:05 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
July 22, 2021, at 10:30 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate July 21, 2021:
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

BONNIE D. JENKINS, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF STATE FOR ARMS CONTROL AND INTER-
NATIONAL SECURITY.

NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD

JENNIFER ANN ABRUZZO, OF NEW YORK, TO BE GEN-
ERAL COUNSEL OF THE NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS
BOARD FOR A TERM OF FOUR YEARS.
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