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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 2122), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Willie O’Ree
Congressional Gold Medal Act”’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Willie O’Ree was the first Black player

to compete in the National Hockey League
(NHL), appearing for the Boston Bruins on
January 18, 1958, in the throes of the civil
rights movement in the United States help-
ing to end racial segregation in the premier
professional ice hockey league; he is widely
referred to as the ‘‘Jackie Robinson of Hock-
ey’’.
(2) Willie O’Ree was born October 15, 1935,
in Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada; he
is the youngest of 13 children and a descend-
ant of Paris O’Ree, whose name appears in
the famous historical document ‘“The Book
of Negroes’.

(3) Willie O’Ree was raised by his parents
in Fredericton, a predominantly White town
where hockey was deeply rooted within the
culture. O’Ree was a standout athlete on the
ice and the baseball diamond.

(4) At age 21, O’'Ree was being scouted by
professional baseball teams and seriously
considered baseball as a career. Upon experi-
encing the segregated South for the first
time while appearing for a minor league try-
out, his dream changed and his attention
turned solely to ice hockey.

(5) While playing amateur hockey, Willie
was struck in his right eye with a puck and
lost his eyesight. He was told by doctors to
abandon his hockey career; instead, never
disclosing the extent of his injury, he pur-
sued his dream of playing professional hock-
ey.

(6) At the age of 22, O’'Ree was called up
from the Quebec Aces of the Quebec Hockey
League (QHL) to play for the NHL’s Boston
Bruins at a time when only 6 teams existed
in the league. O’'Ree was unaware he had bro-
ken the color barrier at the top level of the
sport until he read it in the newspaper the
following day.

(7) Blind in 1 eye and a victim of racism at
times throughout his career, O’Ree per-
severed and played professional hockey for 22
years, tallying over 1,000 points.

(8) In 1996, 17 years after O’Ree retired
from professional hockey, the National
Hockey League hired O’Ree as the first-ever
Diversity Ambassador. Having already
changed the game forever through his cour-
age and convictions, O’Ree gives new defini-
tion to what it means to be a trailblazer.

(9) In this role as Diversity Ambassador
with the NHL, O’Ree set out to grow the
sport by providing access, opportunity, and
motivation for children of all races,
ethnicities, origins, and abilities. With O’Ree
providing a vivid example of what is possible
and serving as a relentless supporter of chil-
dren pursuing their dreams, more than 30
nonprofit youth organizations, dubbed Hock-
ey is for Everyone programs, were developed
across North America, each committed to of-
fering minority and underserved children an
opportunity to play hockey, leveraging the
sport to build character, foster positive val-
ues, and develop important life skills.

(10) Through Hockey is for Everyone pro-
grams, more than 120,000 boys and girls have
been positively impacted. O’Ree has devoted
nearly 2,500 days on the ground with the
youth participants, visiting more than 500
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schools, community centers, and rinks to
speak to hockey’s core values and beliefs:
stay in school; set goals for yourself; remain
committed and disciplined; and always re-
spect your teammates, coaches, and parents.

(11) Hockey is for Everyone programs have
provided important opportunities for youth
to partake in physical fitness. Today in the
United States, fewer than half of the chil-
dren ages 6-11 engage in the recommended
amount of physical activity, and that num-
ber is lower for low-income families. O’Ree
has stood as a champion of youth athletic
participation and its health benefits for dec-
ades.

(12) Hockey is for Everyone programs pro-
vide numerous off-ice services to youth: SAT
and academic tutoring, mentoring, nutrition
education, college counseling, community
service opportunities, and more. The pro-
gram has excelled at using hockey as a vehi-
cle to improve the social and emotional
wellness of youth and improve students’ aca-
demic performances both in primary school
and beyond.

(13) O’Ree was also named a Member of the
Order of Canada in 2008 and, in 2018, the City
of Boston released an official Proclamation
recognizing January 18, the anniversary of
the day he broke into the game, as ‘‘Willie
O’Ree Day”’.

(14) In November 2018, 60 years after O’Ree
entered the NHL, he was inducted into the
Hockey Hall of Fame in the ‘‘builder’ cat-
egory in recognition of his efforts to grow
the game, using his position and the plat-
form of hockey to improve the lives of chil-
dren throughout North America.

SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) AWARD AUTHORIZED.—The Speaker of
the House of Representatives and the Presi-
dent pro tempore of the Senate shall make
appropriate arrangements for the award, on
behalf of the Congress, of a single gold medal
of appropriate design to Willie O’Ree, or if
unavailable, to a member of his family, in
recognition of his extraordinary contribu-
tions and commitment to hockey, inclusion,
and recreational opportunity.

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the pur-
poses of the award referred to in subsection
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (hereafter
in this Act referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’)
shall strike the gold medal with suitable em-
blems, devices, and inscriptions, to be deter-
mined by the Secretary. The design shall
bear an image of, and an inscription of the
name of, Willie O’Ree.

SEC. 4. DUPLICATE MEDALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may strike
and sell duplicates in bronze of the gold
medal struck under section 3, at a price suf-
ficient to cover the costs of the medals, in-
cluding labor, materials, dies, use of machin-
ery, and overhead expenses.

(b) PROCEEDS OF SALES.—The amounts re-
ceived from the sale of duplicate medals
under subsection (a) shall be deposited in the
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund.

(¢c) AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS.—
There is authorized to be charged against the
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund
such amounts as may be necessary to pay for
the costs of the medals struck under this
Act.

SEC. 5. STATUS OF MEDALS.

(a) NATIONAL MEDAL.—The medals struck
pursuant to this Act are national medals for
purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United
States Code.

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
section 5134 of title 31, United States Code,
all medals struck under this Act shall be
considered to be numismatic items.

The bill (S. 452), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
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ing, was read the third time,
passed.

and

DEBARMENT ENFORCEMENT OF
BAD ACTOR REGISTRANTS ACT
OF 2021

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of H.R. 1002
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1002) to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to authorize the debarment
of certain registrants, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and that the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 1002) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

CONGRATULATING THE
MILWAUKEE BUCKS

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be discharged from fur-
ther consideration and the Senate now
proceed to S. Res. 317.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 317) congratulating
the Milwaukee Bucks, and the fans of the
Milwaukee Bucks around the world, on win-
ning the 2021 National Basketball Associa-
tion championship.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I was going to
say ‘‘reserving the right to object,” but
I won’t go there.

I ask unanimous consent that the
resolution be agreed to, the preamble
be agreed to, and that the motions to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of July 22, 2021,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

——

NATIONAL ANTI-COUNTERFEITING
AND CONSUMER EDUCATION AND
AWARENESS MONTH
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-

ate proceed to the consideration of S.

Res. 323, submitted earlier today.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 323) recognizing the
75th anniversary and the importance of the
Lanham Act by designating the month of
July as ‘‘National Anti-Counterfeiting and
Consumer Education and Awareness Month™.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and that
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with
no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

323) was

———

NATIONAL WHISTLEBLOWER
APPRECIATION DAY

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 324, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 324) designating July
30, 2021, as ‘‘National Whistleblower Appre-
ciation Day”’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and that
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with
no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

324) was

——————

APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the President pro
tempore, pursuant to Public Law 110-
315, announces the appointment of the
following individual to be a member of
the National Advisory Committee on
Institutional Quality and Integrity:
Michael Poliakoff of Virginia, vice
Anne Neal of Wisconsin.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY
28, 2021

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

adjourn until 10:30 a.m., Wednesday,
July 28; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed; that upon the conclusion of
morning business, the Senate proceed
to executive session to resume consid-
eration of the Wilcox nomination; fi-
nally, that if any nominations are con-
firmed, the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table and the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the aforemen-
tioned remarks of our distinguished
friend Senator INHOFE.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

REMEMBERING MIKE ENZI

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, let me
thank my friend for recognizing me for
something that I consider to be and
that he considers to be and the rest of
the Senate considers to be very signifi-
cant.

Our hearts are very heavy today be-
cause, like so many of my colleagues, 1
am mourning the death of my dearest
friend, Senator Mike Enzi of Wyoming.
I say ‘‘dearest friend’ because he is.

Mike Enzi was the quiet leader in the
Senate. There aren’t too many quiet
leaders in the Senate. And when he
talked, everyone listened, and that is a
rare quality in a Senator. He was hum-
ble.

Now, other than his humility, we had
a lot in common. We were both busi-
nessmen before getting into politics,
and we had that in common. We were
both mayors of major cities. We had
that in common. We were elected to
the Senate within just about the same
time. Just a very short time after the
first, the second came along. So we had
a lot in common.

Something people might not know
about Mike is that he had a heart for
the downtrodden. He helped people that
no one else helped. I mean, that is un-
usual. And the thing is, nobody knew
that, just a handful of people who were
with him.

One of the places where I spent a lot
of time with him, as a couple of other
Members, JOHN BOOZMAN from Arkan-
sas and MIKE ROUNDS from South Da-
kota, and others—we were with him in
some of these places where no one else
really knew what he was doing. Some
people might not know about Mike
that he had a heart for the down-
trodden, to help people that no one else
would help.
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And I spent this morning reminiscing
with friends of mine from all over the
world who were calling up. Most of
them are in different time zones, and
they found out about Mike’s death
later on. And that put us in a position
where we were talking to old friends
that Mike and we had in common, and
that happened most of the night. And
the stories came from all over the
world.

I think, over the coming days and
weeks, America is going to learn a lot
more about Mike Enzi. The only reason
they never knew it before was because
he was humble, but you will see that he
had a hidden impact on people. He had
an impact on people that resonated for
long periods of time, for years. He de-
served enormous credit for his lifetime
of service but accepted none.

We both have a heart for Africa and
traveled there often, whether to pro-
mote our work that we were doing offi-
cially or the great partnerships, or for
Mike to see the implementation of
PEPFAR.

And I say this because, if you were to
single out one bill that helped more
people than any other bill, likely, argu-
ably, in the U.S. Senate, it would be
PEPFAR. You know, Mike was the
leading architect of PEPFAR when
AIDS was running rage across the
globe.

We all remember that. Everywhere
we looked, the people were contracted
with AIDS, especially in underserved
places like Africa, and it was time for
the United States to step up. President
George W. Bush was committed to
whatever funds it might require.

Keep in mind that this, arguably, was
the most significant, heartwarming
thing that had ever happened in the
Senate. So George W. Bush said: We
will come with any funds that might be
required.

The job of the Senate was to struc-
ture the way the money was to be
spent, but we needed someone to lead
it. And that was what the President at
that time said.

Well, the majority leader at that
time—at that time, the Republicans
were in the majority. So we had the
majority leader in the Senate at that
time, who was Dr. Bill Frist of Ten-
nessee. We remember him, the fine job
that he did.

I remember him looking over at the
assembled Members of our caucus and
thinking—because he told me this
afterwards—he was thinking: Millions
of lives are at stake. Who do I entrust
with this job? Millions of lives are at
stake. Who do I entrust with this job?
His answer was: Mike Enzi, the shoe
salesman from Gillette.

That bill, PEPFAR, is one of the
greatest, most generous, most effective
bills passed in my lifetime and the
most significant piece of legislation
ever for the continent of Africa. It was
Mike Enzi’s skill, toughness, compas-
sion, and determination that got it
done and kept it on track for a decade.
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