
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES576 February 8, 2021 
a gun. For all intents and purposes, 
Armslist was designed to facilitate 
such illegal sales. It precluded users 
from flagging illegal sales; it allowed 
people to anonymously purchase guns 
without a background check; and it en-
abled prohibited purchasers to search 
only for sellers that did not check 
criminal backgrounds or keep records. 
Mr. Haughton took advantage of these 
features and, as a result, three people 
are dead. 

On August 25, 2020, 17-year-old Kyle 
Rittenhouse shot and killed two people 
and injured a third on the streets of 
Kenosha, Wisconsin during a protest of 
the police shooting of Jacob Blake. Mr. 
Rittenhouse was one of many armed, 
right-wing counter-protesters encour-
aged to travel to Kenosha by a 
Facebook page run by a group called 
‘‘Kenosha Guard’’ that asked if any fol-
lowers would be willing to ‘‘take up 
arms and defend [the city] from the 
evil thugs.’’ Despite being flagged to 
Facebook at least 455 times as a call to 
violence, the company left the page up. 

In none of these cases did Grindr, 
Armslist, and Facebook act like ‘‘Good 
Samaritans.’’ They did not voluntarily 
police the content on their platforms. 
Instead, they either actively encour-
aged or turned a blind eye to dangerous 
and illegal content knowing full well 
Section 230 immunized them for any 
harm their platforms caused. Any at-
tempt by victims to hold the platforms 
accountable for their roles would be 
blocked by Section 230. 

Under the SAFE TECH Act, this 
would no longer be the case. This bill 
would ensure that internet companies 
either address the serious problems 
they are causing or face potential li-
ability. It does so by creating targeted 
exceptions to Section 230’s broad im-
munity, including exceptions for adver-
tisements and other paid content; 
claims for injunctive relief; civil 
rights, stalking, and harassment laws; 
wrongful death actions; and suits under 
the Alien Tort Claims Act. 

Introducing these exceptions to Sec-
tion 230 does not guarantee that plat-
forms will be held liable in all—or even 
most—cases where they cause real- 
world harm. But it will give victims 
the opportunity to make their case. By 
doing so, the SAFE TECH Act will pun-
ish those bad actors who are actively 
encouraging or turning a blind eye to 
dangerous and illegal content, while al-
lowing true ‘‘Good Samaritans’’ to 
flourish online. That was the promise 
of Section 230. After twenty-five years, 
it’s about time we realize that promise. 

I therefore encourage my colleagues 
to support the SAFE TECH Act. 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 36—RE-
AFFIRMING THE STRATEGIC 
PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND MONGOLIA 
AND RECOGNIZING THE 30TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF DEMOCRACY IN 
MONGOLIA 

Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Mr. 
CARDIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 36 

Whereas the United States and Mongolia 
established diplomatic relations in January 
1987, and since that time the relationship has 
grown stronger based on shared strategic in-
terests, security cooperation, democratic 
values, good governance, and respect for 
human rights; 

Whereas, since its peaceful democratic rev-
olution in 1989, through a series of initia-
tives, Mongolia has charted a successful path 
to multiparty democracy and a free market 
economy; 

Whereas, in 1990, the Government of Mon-
golia declared an end to a one-party and au-
thoritarian political system and adopted 
democratic and free market reforms; 

Whereas, in 1992, Mongolia adopted a con-
stitution establishing a democracy, becom-
ing the first country in Asia to transition 
from communism to democracy; 

Whereas Mongolia has shown its commit-
ment to a ‘‘third neighbor’’ relationship with 
the United States by sending troops to sup-
port United States operations in Iraq from 
2003 through 2008 and Afghanistan since 2009, 
and Mongolia has a strong record of troop 
contributions to international peacekeeping 
missions; 

Whereas successive Mongolian govern-
ments have taken notable steps to strength-
en civil society, battle corruption, and spur 
economic development; 

Whereas the Parliament of Mongolia, the 
State Great Khural, has engaged with Con-
gress, including through the House Democ-
racy Partnership, thereby promoting respon-
sive and effective governance through peer- 
to-peer cooperation; 

Whereas Mongolia began as a partner to 
the Organization for Security and Co-oper-
ation in Europe (OSCE) in 2004, graduated to 
become a participating state in 2012, and par-
ticipates actively in the work of the OSCE 
for stability, peace, and democracy; 

Whereas Mongolia has regularly invited 
the OSCE and other organizations to send 
monitoring teams for its presidential and 
parliamentary elections; 

Whereas Mongolia has also been an active 
member of the Community of Democracies 
(CoD), a global coalition of states that sup-
port adherence to common democratic val-
ues and standards, and Mongolia has not 
only remained active since the founding of 
the CoD in 2000, but successfully chaired the 
CoD from 2011 through 2013; 

Whereas, in addition to supporting the 
OSCE and the CoD, Mongolia supports demo-
cratic initiatives while participating in a 
wide range of other global institutions; 

Whereas, most recently, on June 24, 2020, 
Mongolia successfully organized parliamen-
tary elections, strengthening its commit-
ment to democracy and the rule of law; 

Whereas the success of Mongolia as a de-
mocracy and its strategic location, sov-
ereignty, territorial integrity, and ability to 
pursue an independent foreign policy are im-
portant to the national security of the 
United States; 

Whereas the United States has provided 
support to Mongolia through the Millennium 
Challenge Corporation through an initial 
compact signed in 2007 designed to increase 
economic growth and reduce poverty and a 
second compact signed in 2018 involving in-
vestments in water infrastructure, including 
supply and wastewater recycling, as well as 
water sector sustainability; 

Whereas, on September 20, 2018, the United 
States and Mongolia released a joint state-
ment and the ‘‘Roadmap for Expanded Eco-
nomic Partnership between the United 
States and Mongolia,’’ outlining the intent 
to deepen the bilateral commercial relation-
ship, including through full implementation 
of the obligations under the Agreement on 
Transparency in Matters Related to Inter-
national Trade and Investment between the 
United States of America and Mongolia, 
signed at New York September 24, 2013 (in 
this preamble referred to as the ‘‘United 
States-Mongolia Transparency Agreement’’), 
and collaboration in supporting Mongolian 
small- and medium-sized enterprises through 
various programs and projects; 

Whereas, according to the Bureau of the 
Census, trade between the United States and 
Mongolia is modest but growing, with total 
trade in 2019 between the two countries of 
approximately $217,400,000, including 
$192,800,000 in United States exports to Mon-
golia and $24,600,000 in United States imports 
from Mongolia; 

Whereas Mongolia is a beneficiary country 
under the Generalized System of Preferences 
program, but its use of the program remains 
low, as, in 2018, only $3,200,000 of exports 
from Mongolia to the United States were 
under the program; and 

Whereas, on July 31, 2019, the United 
States and Mongolia declared the bilateral 
relationship a Strategic Partnership and 
noted the shared desire— 

(1) to intensify cooperation as strong de-
mocracies based on the rule of law through 
safeguarding and promoting democratic val-
ues and human rights, including the free-
doms of religion or belief, expression, includ-
ing internet and media freedom, assembly, 
and association, anticorruption and fiscal 
transparency, and youth and emerging lead-
er development; 

(2) to cooperate in promoting national se-
curity and stability across the Indo-Pacific 
region so that all countries, secure in their 
sovereignty, are able to pursue economic 
growth consistent with international law 
and principles of fair competition; 

(3) to deepen national security and law-en-
forcement ties through collaboration on bi-
lateral and multilateral security, judicial, 
and law-enforcement efforts in the region; 

(4) to strengthen cooperation in multilat-
eral engagements such as peacekeeping, hu-
manitarian assistance, and disaster pre-
paredness and relief operations; 

(5) to expand trade and investment rela-
tions on a fair and reciprocal basis, support 
private sector-led growth, fully implement 
the United States-Mongolia Transparency 
Agreement, promote women’s entrepreneur-
ship, and continue to explore support for in-
frastructure under the new United States 
International Development Finance Corpora-
tion with the new tools provided under the 
BUILD Act of 2018 (22 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.); 

(6) to strengthen border security, prevent 
illegal transshipment and trafficking, ex-
pand cooperation on civil aviation safety and 
oversight, and efficiently facilitate legiti-
mate travel between Mongolia and the 
United States; 

(7) to increase cooperation in addressing 
transnational threats such as terrorism, 
human trafficking, drug trafficking, the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction, 
cyberattacks, transnational organized crime, 
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pandemics, and other emerging nontradi-
tional security threats; 

(8) to continue to develop an environment 
in which civil society, social media, and a 
free and independent media can flourish; and 

(9) to maintain high-level official dia-
logues, encourage bilateral exchanges at all 
levels of government, and further develop 
people-to-people exchanges to deepen en-
gagement on issues of mutual interest and 
concern: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the importance of the rela-

tionship between the United States and Mon-
golia and remains committed to advancing 
this Strategic Partnership in the future; 

(2) emphasizes the importance of free and 
fair elections in Mongolia; 

(3) applauds the continued engagement of 
Mongolia in the Organization for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe, the Community 
of Democracies, congressional-parliamentary 
partnerships, including continued high-level 
parliamentary exchange, and other institu-
tions that promote democratic values, which 
reinforces the commitment of the people and 
the Government of Mongolia to those values 
and standards; 

(4) encourages the United States Govern-
ment to help Mongolia use its benefits under 
the Generalized System of Preferences pro-
gram and other relevant programs to in-
crease trade between the United States and 
Mongolia; 

(5) urges the United States International 
Development Finance Corporation to expand 
activities in Mongolia to support economic 
development, diversification of the economy 
of Mongolia, and women-owned small- and 
medium-sized enterprises; 

(6) urges private and public support to help 
diversify the economy of Mongolia through 
increased cooperation and investments, as 
well as infrastructure and other vital 
projects; 

(7) urges the Department of State, the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment, and other relevant agencies to 
continue to support Mongolia’s democratic 
and economic development and efforts on 
anticorruption; 

(8) reaffirms the importance of civil soci-
ety to the continued democratic develop-
ment of Mongolia; 

(9) encourages the Government of Mongolia 
to build a regulatory system that supports 
and encourages the growth and operation of 
independent nongovernmental organizations 
and continues to pursue policies of trans-
parency that uphold democratic values; and 

(10) encourages the Government of Mon-
golia to continue legal reform, institutional 
capacity building, and to improve the inde-
pendence of other democratic institutions. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 37—EX-
PRESSING SOLIDARITY WITH 
THE SAN ISIDRO MOVEMENT IN 
CUBA, CONDEMNING ESCALATED 
ATTACKS AGAINST ARTISTIC 
FREEDOMS IN CUBA, AND CALL-
ING FOR THE REPEAL OF LAWS 
THAT VIOLATE FREEDOM OF EX-
PRESSION AND THE IMMEDIATE 
RELEASE OF ARBITRARILY DE-
TAINED ARTISTS, JOURNALISTS, 
AND ACTIVISTS 
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 

RUBIO, Mr. DURBIN, and Mr. CARDIN) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 37 

Whereas artists, journalists, and activists 
in Cuba have faced increased censorship, per-

secution, and arbitrary detention by the 
Government of Cuba as a result of Decrees 
349 and 370, which seek to restrict artistic 
freedoms and silence independent media in 
Cuba; 

Whereas, in December 2018, Decree 349 en-
tered into force, requiring that artists and 
those who hire them receive prior approval 
from the Government of Cuba to operate in 
public or private spaces or otherwise be sub-
ject to confiscation of materials, fines, or 
sanctions without the right to an appeal; 

Whereas, in July 2019, Decree 370 entered 
into force, regulating and imposing sanc-
tions with respect to the free distribution of 
information through the internet and lead-
ing to increased repression, arbitrary deten-
tions, and censorship by the Government of 
Cuba; 

Whereas international human rights 
groups, including Human Rights Watch, Am-
nesty International, the United Nations Of-
fice of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, and the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights, have condemned Decrees 
349 and 370 as violating fundamental free-
doms and contradicting Article 54 of the 2019 
Constitution of Cuba, which guarantees free-
dom of expression; 

Whereas, in 2018, the San Isidro Movement 
(MSI), an organization of artists, activists, 
academics, and journalists, began to peace-
fully protest increased censorship and perse-
cution in Cuba; 

Whereas Denis Solı́s González, a musician 
and member of the San Isidro Movement, 
was detained on November 9, 2020, and sen-
tenced to 8 months in prison on ‘‘contempt 
of authority’’ charges after sharing a live 
video online of a police officer entering his 
home without a warrant; 

Whereas, on November 19, 2020, artists and 
activists from the San Isidro Movement 
launched a day of poetry and gathered at a 
private residence to discuss actions to pro-
test the arbitrary detention of Denis Solı́s 
González, and during that peaceful activity, 
state police blocked access to the house, con-
fiscating all food and humanitarian supplies; 

Whereas, in response to the events of No-
vember 19, 2020, 17 independent artists and 
activists went on a 7-day hunger strike at 
the private residence, during which state au-
thorities allegedly contaminated water 
sources in order to sicken the artists and ac-
tivists; 

Whereas, on November 26, 2020, state secu-
rity agents forcibly entered the protest site 
to remove the 17 artists and activists, block-
ing internet connectivity and communica-
tions throughout Cuba during the raid; 

Whereas, on November 27, 2020, approxi-
mately 300 people gathered outside the Min-
istry of Culture of Cuba to peacefully protest 
the lack of artistic freedom in Cuba and the 
arbitrary arrest of Denis Solı́s González and 
other artists and activists in an unprece-
dented demonstration against the Govern-
ment of Cuba, and, despite the use of tear 
gas by state security forces, the protesters 
were undeterred; 

Whereas, as a result of the protest on No-
vember 27, 2020, Cuban officials met with 30 
artists and activists, including 5 leaders of 
the San Isidro Movement, and agreed to stop 
harassment of Cuban artists and initiate a 
dialogue between the San Isidro Movement, 
other activists, and the government; 

Whereas, despite that commitment by 
Cuban officials, the Government of Cuba sub-
sequently escalated its attacks against the 
artists and activists who participated in the 
meeting, including by surrounding and 
blocking access to their homes; 

Whereas the Cuban regime used state-con-
trolled media to label the acts of peaceful 
protest by the San Isidro Movement as trea-
son, which, according to Article 4 of the 2019 

Constitution of Cuba, is a crime subject to 
imprisonment and penalty of death; 

Whereas, on December 4, 2020, the Govern-
ment of Cuba unilaterally ended the dialogue 
process with Cuban artists and independent 
civil society and political activists; 

Whereas, on January 27, 2021, officials of 
the Ministry of Culture, led by Minister 
Alpidio Alonso and Vice Ministers Fernando 
Rojas and Fernando León Jacomino, phys-
ically assaulted a group of 20 to 30 artists 
who had gathered outside the Ministry of 
Culture to restart a dialogue process with 
authorities and demand an end to the repres-
sion of the artistic community; 

Whereas, following the assault on the 
group by Minister Alonso and Vice Ministers 
Rojas and Jacomino, Cuban state security 
forces violently detained protesters; and 

Whereas, despite the suspension of the dia-
logue process by the Government of Cuba, 
artists, activists, and independent journal-
ists continue to bravely advocate for funda-
mental freedoms and denounce human rights 
violations in Cuba: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) stands in solidarity with the members 

of the San Isidro Movement and their efforts 
to advance freedom of expression in Cuba; 

(2) calls on Cuban authorities to engage in 
a meaningful dialogue process with the 
members of the San Isidro Movement and 
other artists and activists seeking to ad-
vance freedom of expression in Cuba; 

(3) calls on the Government of Cuba to im-
mediately release Denis Solı́s González and 
other arbitrarily imprisoned artists and 
journalists; 

(4) urges the officials of the Ministry of 
Culture of Cuba to refrain from physical vio-
lence and any other acts of repression 
against Cuban artists and journalists; 

(5) calls for the immediate repeal of De-
crees 349 and 370 and other laws in Cuba that 
violate freedom of expression; 

(6) urges democratic governments and leg-
islatures in Europe and Latin America to 
renew their support for democratic activists 
in Cuba and speak out against the repression 
of artists and journalists in Cuba; and 

(7) encourages the Secretary of State to 
condemn the persecution, threats, and in-
timidation of Cuban artists and journalists. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 38—ESTAB-
LISHING PROCEDURES FOR AC-
CESS TO THE FLOOR OF THE 
SENATE AND THE SENATE WING 
OF THE CAPITOL DURING IM-
PEACHMENT PROCEEDINGS 
AGAINST DONALD JOHN TRUMP, 
FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

Mr. SCHUMER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 38 
Resolved, 

SECTION 1. SENATE FLOOR ACCESS. 
During impeachment proceedings against 

Donald John Trump, former President of the 
United States, the following procedures re-
lating to access to the Senate floor shall 
apply: 

(1) IN GENERAL.— 
(A) ENTRANCE THROUGH CLOAKROOMS.—Indi-

viduals with privileges under rule XXIII of 
the Standing Rules of the Senate (as limited 
by paragraph (2) of this section), or with 
privileges under paragraph (3) of this section, 
shall access the floor of the Senate through 
the cloakrooms only, unless otherwise di-
rected by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper of the Senate. 
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