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[Rollcall Vote No. 310 Ex.] 

YEAS—50 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—47 

Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 

Portman 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—3 

Blackburn Graham Rubio 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HEINRICH). Under the previous order, 
the motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

INVESTING IN A NEW VISION FOR 
THE ENVIRONMENT AND SUR-
FACE TRANSPORTATION IN 
AMERICA ACT—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session. 

The Senator from Illinois. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I sug-

gest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—H.R. 3684 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the time dur-
ing any recess, adjournment, or period 
of morning business count postclosure. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. For the information 
of all Senators, the Senate will con-
vene at noon tomorrow and resume 
consideration of the infrastructure bill. 

We have been working hard all day 
on amendments, and, hopefully, we can 

come to some agreement tomorrow, 
but time is burning as we go forward. 

So for the information of Members, 
keep working, and we will resume at 12 
noon. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
LUJÁN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nominations en 
bloc: Calendar Nos. 249, 271, and 166; 
that the Senate vote on the nomina-
tions en bloc with no intervening ac-
tion or debate and that the motions to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table; that any statements re-
lated to nominations be printed in the 
RECORD; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action 
and the Senate resume legislative ses-
sion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nominations of Bryan Todd 
Newland, of Michigan, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of the Interior; Carlos 
Del Toro, of Virginia, to be Secretary 
of the Navy; Christopher Paul Maier, of 
California, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense. 

Thereupon, the senate proceeded to 
consider the nominations en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Newland, Del Toro, and 
Maier nominations en bloc? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session. 

f 

RELATIVE TO THE DEATH OF THE 
HONORABLE MAURICE ROBERT 
GRAVEL, FORMER SENATOR 
FROM THE STATE OF ALASKA 

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
343, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 343) relative to the 
death of the Honorable Maurice Robert Grav-
el, former Senator from the State of Alaska. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 343) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

RESIDENTIAL SATELLITE 
BROADBAND SERVICE 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, my 
State of Maryland has a proud history 
of innovation in satellite technology 
and space exploration. Greenbelt, MD, 
is home to Goddard, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration’s 
first Space Flight Center Space Flight 
Center. The National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, which oper-
ates a fleet of weather satellites, has 
its headquarters in Silver Spring. Addi-
tionally, the largest provider of resi-
dential satellite broadband service, 
Hughes Network Systems, is 
headquartered in Germantown. Hughes 
serves consumers in some of the most 
rural, hard-to-reach areas of the coun-
try. 

As the Senate considers the bipar-
tisan infrastructure bill, I believe there 
is broad agreement that the broadband 
deployment grants established by the 
bill and administered by the Depart-
ment of Commerce would help bring 
broadband service to unserved and un-
derserved households in some of the 
most rural areas in the U.S. I also be-
lieve that satellite technology can and 
should be one of the technological op-
tions for achieving our broadband de-
ployment goals. Because a geo-sta-
tionary satellite orbits at 22,500 miles 
above earth, however, even signals 
traveling at the speed of light take a 
split-second longer to reach their des-
tination, causing ‘‘latency’’—or delay— 
in real-time broadband applications. 
Fortunately, satellite innovators in 
Maryland and elsewhere have designed 
measures to reduce latency by using a 
mix of communications platforms, in-
cluding low-earth orbit satellites and 
fixed wireless networks. 

I believe that where the broadband 
grants provision in division F, title I of 
the infrastructure bill establishes a 
‘‘real-time, interactive’’ standard for 
permissible latency, residential sat-
ellite broadband service providers may 
meet this standard by offering a hybrid 
mix of geostationary and nongeo-
stationary satellite networks or fixed 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S6011 August 7, 2021 
wireless networks. I look forward to 
working with Senator CANTWELL in her 
capacity as chair of the Senate Com-
merce Committee, Commerce Sec-
retary Raimondo, and the National 
Telecommunications and Information 
Administration on this important 
issue. 

f 

ZAMBIA 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I 

rise to discuss Zambia’s upcoming elec-
tions and the erosion of democracy 
under President Edgar Lungu. On Au-
gust 12, the people of Zambia will go to 
the polls to elect their President and 
members of the National Assembly. 
They will do so under the cloud of 
growing authoritarianism, with troops 
in the streets, protesters in prison, and 
dissenting voices muzzled by censor-
ship. Indeed, many Zambians have good 
reason to be dissatisfied with their 
present government and, in a free and 
fair vote, might very well reject Presi-
dent Lungu’s bid for reelection. But I 
fear they may not have that oppor-
tunity. 

For nearly 30 years, Zambians have 
enjoyed a relatively free and open po-
litical environment. In 1991, Zambia’s 
founding father Kenneth Kaunda lost 
the country’s first multiparty election 
in decades and gracefully stepped aside 
after 27 years in power. President 
Kaunda died in June of this year, at 
the age of 97, with a complicated leg-
acy; he was a liberator, but also held 
an iron grip on power for nearly three 
decades. However, his final act of pub-
lic service paved the way for democ-
racy to take root in his country in the 
years that followed. Sadly, President 
Lungu is erasing that monumental 
contribution to the Zambian people. 

Since President Lungu’s rise to 
power in 2014, he has used the organs of 
the state to intimidate his political op-
ponents and consolidate power for his 
Patriotic Front—PF—party. Freedom 
House rates Zambia as only ‘‘partly 
free,’’ citing laws and government ac-
tions which have had the effect of re-
stricting the activities of opposition 
parties, limiting civil society partici-
pation, and curbing free expression. 
Similarly, the U.S. Department of 
State, in its 2020 Country Reports on 
Human Rights Practices, noted ‘‘sig-
nificant human rights issues’’ in Zam-
bia, particularly in the area of elec-
tions and political participation. 

In March, the Zambian political ana-
lyst Dr. Sishuwa Sishuwa published an 
essay in which he warned that ‘‘Zambia 
may burn after the August elections.’’ 
He wrote that the public’s distrust of 
Zambia’s institutions and the ruthless 
competition between its political elites 
had contributed to a climate of fear 
and anger that could plunge the coun-
try into chaos. The subversion of the 
independence of the courts and other 
public institutions has led to a lack of 
confidence. Credible allegations of cor-
ruption and impunity have been made 
against leaders. A collapsing economy, 

mismanaged by President Lungu to the 
point of defaulting on its foreign loans, 
has resulted in mass youth unemploy-
ment and rising inequality. Dr. 
Sishuwa also noted Western countries’ 
declining assistance to Zambia and 
their silence on its democratic back-
sliding. He painted a vivid image of a 
once-peaceful and prosperous country 
on the brink of calamity. According to 
the Committee to Protect Journalists, 
Zambian police began investigating Dr. 
Sishuwa for sedition shortly after the 
essay’s publication. 

Indeed, political violence has already 
arrived on the streets of Zambia. 
Fighting between supporters of the PF 
and the opposition United Party for 
National Development—UPND—left at 
least two people dead last week. Troops 
have been mobilized to restore order, 
but Zambian security forces have also 
been accused of using deadly force 
against peaceful protesters. 

The United States has a clear inter-
est in ensuring that Zambia remains a 
free and stable country. We have pro-
vided approximately $500 million in as-
sistance to Zambiaa every year. At a 
time of increasing instability in South-
ern Africa, with unrest in South Africa 
and Eswatini, crackdowns in 
Zimbabwe, a brutal insurgency in Mo-
zambique, and the rampant spread of 
COVID–19, the region cannot afford 
Zambia’s collapse. We know that insta-
bility anywhere has a rippling effect 
that impacts U.S. interests and our al-
lies. 

Moreover, Zambia presents a test for 
the Biden administration’s commit-
ment to promoting and protecting de-
mocracy abroad. I encourage the ad-
ministration to more address Zambia’s 
democratic backsliding. I hope that is 
corrected before elections commence. 
We should be clear with President 
Lungu that the United States does not 
tolerate authoritarianism and that the 
generosity of the American people is 
not without limits. The United States 
should increase support for Zambian 
civil-society and democracy and gov-
ernance programming in Zambia. Fi-
nally, the Biden administration can 
demonstrate its commitment to the bi-
lateral relationship by nominating a 
skilled and experienced diplomat to 
serve as ambassador to Zambia. 

While the United States stands with 
the Zambian people, ultimately, re-
sponsibility for Zambia’s democratic 
decline lies squarely with President 
Lungu and his government. In the 
short term, President Lungu must 
commit to holding free and fair elec-
tions on August 12 and ensure trans-
parency in the process by permitting 
election monitors to observe the vote 
without restrictions. He must also pub-
licly commit to accept the outcome of 
the election, and step aside should he 
lose. Regardless of the outcome, the 
PF, UPND, and all other parties must 
work together to restore the integrity 
and independence of public institu-
tions, end impunity for state violence, 
and address corruption. They must do 

this by partnering with civil society, 
restoring freedom of the press, and re-
specting civil liberties. They must ac-
cept that dissent and protest are not a 
threat to their power, but rather proof 
of a healthy polity. 

This will be a long and difficult proc-
ess which will test the courage and pa-
triotism of Zambia’s elites. Next 
week’s elections may be the first step 
towards Zambia’s renewal or else the 
next step towards its ruin. Perhaps 
President Lung can take inspiration 
from Kenneth Kendal’s final act of 
leadership and put his country before 
his own political interests. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE MINORITY 
VETERANS OF AMERICA 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Minority Vet-
erans of America on the occasion of 
their fourth anniversary on August 7, 
2021. Minority Veterans of America is 
doing important work in home State of 
Washington and around the country 
advancing equity and justice for nearly 
5 million underrepresented veterans, 
including women, people of color, 
LGBTQIA+, and religious and nonreli-
gious minorities. As a nation, we make 
a promise to take care of our veterans 
when they return from service. It is the 
least we can do for those who have sac-
rificed to defend our freedoms. Minor-
ity Veterans of America addresses the 
additional challenges minority vet-
erans face in receiving the benefits 
they have earned. 

Minority Veterans of America was 
founded in Washington State in 2017 by 
two military veterans, Lindsay Church 
and Katherine Pratt. Over the course 
of 4 years, Minority Veterans of Amer-
ica has grown to include thousands of 
members spread across nearly every 
State. They have worked tirelessly ad-
vocating for reforms that address eco-
nomic and health disparities among 
minority veterans. In my home State 
of Washington, they have organized in-
novative programs that address the 
unique need of minority veterans in 
transitioning to civilian life, financial 
stability, social engagement, and ac-
cess to resources. At the national level, 
Minority Veterans of America has or-
ganized grassroots movements to ad-
dress issues such as discrimination in 
the military, military sexual trauma, 
and the transgender military ban. They 
also work directly with the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to increase 
equitable and inclusive access to serv-
ices. 

It is clear to me that Minority Vet-
erans of America has made a substan-
tial contribution to veterans in Wash-
ington State and across the country. It 
is my pleasure to thank Minority Vet-
erans of America for their hard work 
and commitment. I congratulate Mi-
nority Veterans of America on 4 years 
of outstanding service to our military 
veterans and look forward to working 
with them in the years to come as we 
continue to advance equity and inclu-
sion for our veterans. 
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