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to succeed in the 21st century. The bill
will make large and significant dif-
ferences in both productivity and job
creation in America for decades to
come.

To my colleagues, particularly the
group of 10, then 11, then 22 who
worked so hard in a bipartisan way,
congratulations. Congratulations on a
job well done. Thank you to our com-
mittee chairs and ranking members
whose expertise was required at several
stages. And to the staff who sacrificed
weekends, family gatherings, and most
often sleep in order to finish this bill,
thank you.

Thank you to President Biden and
his team at the White House. President
Biden has been in office for only 7
months, and already the Senate is
about to pass the first major infra-
structure package in over a decade, on
a bipartisan basis, with his complete
and total involvement.

Throughout the process, I have tried
to prod the negotiators along when
they have needed it and given them
space when they have asked for it. At
times, it took a deadline to kick nego-
tiations into high gear; other times it
required a few extra days to allow com-
promise to gel. But when the Senate is
run with an open hand rather than a
closed fist, Senators can accomplish
big things.

So despite this long road we have
taken, we have finally, finally reached
the finish line.

Of course, we Democrats believe we
need to do much more. The bipartisan
infrastructure bill is a very significant
bill, but our country has other very
significant, very important challenges.
Working families need help. Small
businesses need a leg up. Climate
change threatens the future of our
planet. Our Tax Code needs to be
straightened out. Other parts of our in-
frastructure not addressed in this bi-
partisan bill still need focus, attention,
and help.

So to my colleagues who are con-
cerned that this does not do enough on
climate, for families, and making cor-
porations and the rich pay their fair
share, we are moving on to a second
track, which will make generational
transformation in these areas.

Once this bill is complete, the Senate
will immediately turn to the second
track in our two-track strategy, pass-
ing a budget resolution that will
unlock historic investments in Amer-
ican jobs, American families, and the
fight against climate change. The two-
track strategy is proceeding full steam
ahead.

At its core, the Democratic budget—
both parts—is about restoring the mid-
dle class in the 21st century and giving
more Americans the opportunity to get
there. Too many in the middle class
are worried about their future. The
sunny American optimism has turned
into a sourness, an anger, a divisive-
ness in the land.

Bold, transformative action on both
traditional infrastructure and on help-
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ing families—middle-class families—
cope and on climate will restore that
bright, sunny optimism that has been
part of this American psyche for cen-
turies.

At its core, what we want to do is
this: We want to cut taxes for families.

We want to create millions of jobs
while tackling the climate crisis, and
we want to pay for it by making cor-
porations and the wealthy finally pay
their fair share.

After we pass the bipartisan infra-
structure bill this morning, Senators
should expect to vote to proceed to the
budget resolution, and we will begin
the process for debating amendments
shortly thereafter.

Democrats are prepared to move
quickly and decisively through the
amendment process so we can finish
what we set out to do before the end of
the work period. The longer it takes to
finish, the longer the Senate will be in
session.

At the start of July, I set two ambi-
tious goals for this Chamber before our
August recess. One was to pass a bipar-
tisan infrastructure bill to boost our
economy, something the Senate has
not achieved in many years, and this is
a strong and bold accomplishment. The
second was to pass a budget resolution
with the kinds of transformative
changes I have mentioned. Pundits
called it wishful thinking in a Chamber
known for unhurried deliberation.

Well, we are moments away from
achieving the first goal, and I am con-
fident that very soon the Senate will
take the first major step toward
achieving our second goal. The Senate
is on track to finish both tracks and
deliver an outstanding result for the
American people.

VOTE ON H.R. 3684

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PADILLA). Under the previous order, all
postcloture time is expired.

The amendments were ordered to be
engrossed and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill was read the third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
having been read the third time, the
question is, Shall the bill, as amended,
pass?

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS).

The result was announced—yeas 69,
nays 30, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 314 Leg.]

YEAS—69
Baldwin Booker Capito
Bennet Brown Cardin
Blumenthal Burr Carper
Blunt Cantwell Casey
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Cassidy Kelly Romney
Collins King Rosen
Coons Klobuchar Sanders
Cortez Masto Leahy Schatz
Cramer Lujan Schumer
Crapo Manchin Shaheen
Duckworth Markey Sinema
Durbin McConnell Smith
Feinstein Menendez Stabenow
Fischer Merkley Sullivan
Gillibrand Murkowski Tester
Graham Murphy Tillis
Grassley Murray Van Hollen
Hassan Ossoff Warner
Heinrich Padilla Warnock
Hickenlooper Peters Warren
Hirono Portman Whitehouse
Hoeven Reed Wicker
Kaine Risch Wyden
NAYS—30
Barrasso Hawley Paul
Blackburn Hyde-Smith Rubio
Boozman Inhofe Sasse
Braun Johnson Scott (FL)
Cornyn Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cotton Lankford Shelby
Cruz Lee Thune
Daines Lummis Toomey
Ernst Marshall Tuberville
Hagerty Moran Young
NOT VOTING—1
Rounds
The bill (H.R. 3684), as amended, was
passed.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
once again, congratulations to all of
those who worked so hard on this very
significant and very important bill,
and now we proceed to the second
track.

———

SETTING FORTH THE CONGRES-
SIONAL BUDGET FOR THE
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2022 AND SET-
TING FORTH THE APPROPRIATE
BUDGETARY LEVELS FOR FIS-
CAL YEARS 2023 THROUGH 2031—
Motion to Proceed

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to Calendar No. 122, S.
Con. Res. 14, the concurrent resolution
on the budget.

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 122, S.
Con. Res. 14, a concurrent resolution setting
forth the congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2022 and
setting forth the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal years 2023 through 2031.

VOTE ON MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask for the yeas and nays.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

(Mr. PADILLA assumed the Chair.)

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 49, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 315 Leg.]

YEAS—50
Baldwin Booker Cardin
Bennet Brown Carper
Blumenthal Cantwell Casey
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Coons Leahy Schatz
Cortez Masto Lujan Schumer
Duckworth Manchin Shaheen
Durbin Markey Sinema
Feinstein Menendez Smith
Gillibrand Merkley Stabenow
ga?s@h ﬁurphy Tester

einric urray Van Holl
Hickenlooper Ossoff Wan otlen

X . arner
Hirono Padilla
Kai Warnock

aine Peters W
Kelly Reed arren
King Rosen Whitehouse
Klobuchar Sanders Wyden

NAYS—49

Barrasso Graham Portman
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Blunt Hagerty Romney
Boozman Hawley Rubio
Braun Hoeven Sasse
Burr Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
gaplpg 3“11110& Scott (SC)

assidy ohnson
Collins Kennedy ShEI.b ¥

Sullivan
Cornyn Lankford Thune
Cotton Lee T'llll'
Cramer Lummis 1S
Crapo Marshall T°°m9¥
Cruz McConnell Tuberville
Daines Moran Wicker
Ernst Murkowski Young
Fischer Paul
NOT VOTING—1
The motion
Rounds was agreed to.
———
SETTING FORTH THE CONGRES-
SIONAL BUDGET FOR THE

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2022 AND SET-
TING FORTH THE APPROPRIATE
BUDGETARY LEVELS FOR FIS-
CAL YEARS 2023 THROUGH 2031

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PETERS). The clerk will report the reso-
lution by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 14)
setting forth the congressional budget for
the United States Government for fiscal year
2022 and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2023 through 2031.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that for the dura-
tion of the Senate’s consideration of S.
Con. Res. 14, the budget resolution for
fiscal year 2021, the majority and the
Republican managers of the resolution,
while seated or standing at the man-
agers’ desks, be permitted to deliver
floor remarks, retrieve, review, and
edit documents, and send email and
other data communications from text
displayed on wireless personal digital
assistant devices and tablet devices.

I further ask unanimous consent that
the use of calculators be permitted on
the floor during consideration of the
budget resolution; further, that the
staff be permitted to make technical
and conforming changes to the resolu-
tion, if necessary, consistent with the
amendments adopted during Senate
consideration, including calculating
the associated change in the net inter-
est function and incorporating the ef-
fect of such adopted amendments on
the budgetary aggregates for Federal
revenues, the amount by which the
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Federal revenue should be changed,
new budget authority, budget outlays,
deficits, public debt, and debt held by
the public.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that there be 2
minutes for debate, equally divided,
prior to each vote during consideration
of S. Con. Res. 14.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, let me
begin by thanking President Biden and
Majority Leader SCHUMER for their
leadership in the arduous process
which has gotten us to where we are
right now.

I do understand that many of my Re-
publican colleagues are in a bit of
shock. They are in a bit of shock now.
They are finding it hard to believe that
the President and the Democratic Cau-
cus are prepared to go forward in ad-
dressing the long, neglected needs of
working families and not just the 1 per-
cent and wealthy campaign contribu-
tors. That is not the way things usu-
ally happen around here.

Usually, it is the big money inter-
ests, the campaign contributors, and
the lobbyists who call the tunes. But
not today. Today, we move this coun-
try in a very different direction.

The American people are sick and
tired of growing income and wealth in-
equality in our country, where two
people now own more wealth than the
bottom 40 percent, where the top 1 per-
cent owns more wealth than the bot-
tom 92 percent, and where 45 percent of
all new income has gone to the top 1
percent since 2009.

In other words, the people on top are
doing phenomenally well.

Meanwhile, while the very rich have
become much richer, the gross unfair-
ness of our current tax system has al-
lowed, in a given year, some of the
wealthiest people in our country and
some of the largest and most profitable
corporations to not pay a nickel in a
given year in Federal income tax—not
one penny.

Well, that is about to change. The
American people want a government
which represents all of us and not just
the few. And this legislation is going to
ask the wealthiest people in our coun-
try to start paying their fair share of
taxes so that we can address the needs
of working families, the elderly, the
children, the sick, and the poor.

And despite what some of my Repub-
lican colleagues may be saying, no one
in America who makes less than
$400,000 a year will pay a nickel more
in Federal taxes. In fact, what we are
looking at in this budget proposal is a
historic tax cut for working families
and the middle class.

Further, and importantly, at a time
when California is on fire, when Oregon
is on fire, when Greece is burning, and
when countries throughout the world
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are experiencing unprecedented
drought, which will clearly impact food
production, this legislation begins the
process of combating climate change so
that our kids and grandchildren can
live in a country and on a planet which
is healthy and habitable. It would be
immoral and an absolute dereliction of
our responsibilities as elected officials
to do anything less. We cannot ignore
climate change any longer. Now is the
time for our great country to lead the
world out of this existential crisis.

And, by the way, as we address the
long neglected needs of working fami-
lies and as we combat climate change,
we are going to create millions of good-
paying jobs, many of them union jobs.

Let me very briefly take this oppor-
tunity to describe some of what is in
this budget proposal. First, we are
going to address the disgrace of the
United States having the highest rate
of childhood poverty of almost any
major country on Earth. This is the
wealthiest country on Earth, and we
should not have millions of our chil-
dren living in poverty.

This budget is going to provide the
long-awaited-for help that working
parents all over this country des-
perately need, and when we do that, we
will substantially reduce childhood
poverty in America. And we are going
to do that by extending the child tax
credit so that families continue to re-
ceive monthly direct payments of up to
$300 per child.

We began that process in the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan. It has been enor-
mously successful in Vermont and all
over this country as parents finally get
the help that they need to raise their
kids, and, in fact, it has helped reduce
childhood poverty in our country by 61
percent. And we are going to extend
those child tax credits.

Further, we are going to help work-
ing parents by addressing the crisis in
childcare by making sure that no
working family in our country pays
more than 7 percent of their income for
childcare. And all over this country, in
talking to parents in Vermont and
elsewhere, people are paying 20 per-
cent, 256 percent of their income for
childcare so that they can go to work.
That makes no sense at all. Under our
proposal, no working family will pay
more than 7 percent. And when we do
that, when we make childcare more af-
fordable and accessible, it will allow
over a million women who are now
home with their kids to reenter the
workforce and improve our economy.

Further, in terms of addressing the
needs of our working parents and their
kids, we will expand public education
by providing universal pre-K to every
3- and 4-year-old in the country.

This budget proposal is going to end
the international disgrace of the
United States being the only major
country on Earth not to guarantee paid
family and medical leave as a right.
Somebody who is sick today should not
be forced to go to work and maybe, by
expanding their illness by contagion,



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-08T06:36:39-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




