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The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 10) electing Gary B. 

Myrick, of Virginia, as Secretary for the Ma-
jority of the Senate. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to 
and that the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 10) was agreed 
to as follows: 

S. RES. 10 
Resolved, That Gary B. Myrick of Virginia 

be, and he is hereby, elected Secretary for 
the Majority of the Senate. 

f 

ELECTING ROBERT M. DUNCAN, OF 
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, AS 
SECRETARY OF THE MINORITY 
OF THE SENATE 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
11, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 11) electing Robert M. 

Duncan, of the District of Columbia, as Sec-
retary for the Minority of the Senate. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with 
no intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 11) was agreed 
to as follows: 

S. RES. 11 
Resolved, That Robert M. Duncan of the 

District of Columbia be, and he is hereby, 
elected Secretary for the Minority of the 
Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
majority leader. 

f 

MAIDEN SPEECH 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I need 

to catch my breath, so much has hap-
pened. 

A few hours ago, on the West Front 
of this citadel of democracy, Joe Biden 
and KAMALA HARRIS were administered 
the oaths of Office to the Presidency 
and Vice Presidency of the United 
States. We have turned the page to a 
new chapter in the history of our de-
mocracy, and I am full of hope. 

I would challenge anyone not to feel 
hopeful today after listening to Aman-
da Gorman, the amazing 22–year-old 
poet, wise far beyond her years, who 
told us that: 
Somehow we’ve weathered and witnessed 
a nation that isn’t broken 
but simply unfinished 

The hope she spoke about—the 
strong and happy hope—the hope we 
feel today, is a hope, of course, that is 
tempered by reality. This was an inau-

guration unlike most others. The 
crowds that customarily line the Na-
tional Mall were absent, a reminder 
that our Nation is still in the throes of 
a deadly pandemic. 

The presence of thousands of Na-
tional Guardsmen, police, and Secret 
Service was a reminder that 2 weeks 
ago, in this very room and on those 
very steps where President Biden took 
the oath, a mob of violent criminals 
tried to dismantle our democracy—our 
sacred democracy—brick by brick and 
would try again if they could. 

But, as President Biden said a few 
hours ago, today, democracy has pre-
vailed, the will of the people was heed-
ed, and the peaceful transfer of power 
fulfilled. It takes a lot more than a 
band of hooligans to bring our grand 
democracy down. 

Let it be a message to our friends and 
adversaries around the world that our 
democracy, though it has been tried 
and been tested, shall long endure. And 
let it be a message to those terrorists 
who desecrated this temple of democ-
racy that they will never prevail. 

Joe Biden is now the 46th President 
of the United States. KAMALA HARRIS is 
now the 49th Vice President of the 
United States. But, of course, in more 
ways than one, she is not the 49th but 
the first—the first African-American 
woman, the first Asian-American 
woman, and the first woman, period, to 
hold the Office of Vice Presidency in 
our Nation’s history. 

Today, the threat to our democracy 
from the Presidency itself has ended, 
but the challenges we face as a nation 
remain. In the wake of violence and di-
vision, hatred and mistruth, in the 
shadow of disease and economic hard-
ship, a warming planet and unequal so-
ciety, we begin the work of the 117th 
Congress. 

In his inaugural address, President 
Biden spoke to this moment—a mo-
ment of great challenge—and told us 
two simple truths: One, that our re-
sponsibilities are numerous, and, two, 
it will take unity—unity of spirit, 
unity of purpose—to fulfill them. 

President Biden, we heard you loud 
and clear. We have a lengthy agenda, 
and we need to get it done together. 

President Biden pointed the way to 
our Nation’s recovery and renewal. He 
reminded us of who we are and where 
we need to go, but we must now turn 
the spirit of his words into action. 

The Senate must immediately set to 
work on the mission President Biden 
described—restoring the greatness and 
goodness of America. This will be an 
exceptionally busy and consequential 
period for the U.S. Senate. There is 
much to do, and we are ready to get to 
work. 

Now, not to upstage our new Presi-
dent and Vice President, but theirs has 
not been the only swearing in today. A 
few moments ago, the Senate wel-
comed three new Members to this 
Chamber. I can now happily and proud-
ly call them Senator PADILLA, Senator 
OSSOFF, and Senator WARNOCK. They 
join Senators KELLY, HICKENLOOPER, 
and LUJÁN as part of a six-Member 

class of Democratic Senators and a new 
Democratic Senate majority. 

I mention the historic nature of Vice 
President HARRIS’ ascendance, but let’s 
not forget that her successor, ALEX 
PADILLA, is the first Latino Senator to 
represent California; that RAFAEL 
WARNOCK, born while Georgia was rep-
resented in this Chamber by two 
staunch segregationists, is now the 
first African-American Senator Geor-
gia has ever elected; and that JOHN 
OSSOFF is the first Jewish Senator 
from his State, sworn in today on a 
book of Hebrew Scripture once owned 
by the rabbi, who, decades ago, formed 
a bond between the Jewish and Afri-
can-American communities of Georgia. 

As President Biden said in his inau-
gural address, ‘‘don’t tell me things 
can’t change.’’ With the swearing in of 
these three Senators, the Senate will 
turn to Democratic control, for which I 
deeply thank my colleagues. We will 
return to Democratic control under the 
first New York-born majority leader in 
American history—a kid from Brook-
lyn, the son of an exterminator and a 
housewife, and a descendant of victims 
of the Holocaust. 

That I should be the leader of this 
new Senate majority is an awesome re-
sponsibility—awesome in the Biblical 
sense, as the angels that tremble in 
awe before God. Today, I feel the full 
weight of that responsibility, a sense of 
reverence and of awe at the trust 
placed in me. I intend to honor that 
trust with all of my energy and with 
joy. 

And as the majority changes in the 
Senate, the Senate will do business dif-
ferently. The Senate will address the 
challenges our country faces head on 
and without delay, not with timid solu-
tions but with boldness and with cour-
age. The Senate will tackle the perils 
of the moment, a once-in-a-generation 
health and economic crisis, and it will 
strive to make progress on genera-
tions-long struggle for racial justice, 
economic justice, equality of oppor-
tunity, and equality under the law. 

And make no mistake, the Senate 
will forcefully, consistently, and ur-
gently address the greatest threat to 
this country and to our planet: climate 
change. 

This Senate will legislate. It will be 
active, responsive, energetic, and bold. 

And to my Republican colleagues, 
when and where we can, the Demo-
cratic majority will strive to make this 
important work bipartisan. The Senate 
works best when we work together. We 
have no choice. 

The challenges we face are great. The 
divisions in the country are real. We 
have no choice but to try to work to-
gether every day to reward the faith 
the American people have placed in us. 
So let us begin. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Republican leader. 
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Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
today, before the American people and 
the world, the peaceful transfer of 
power that has helped define our Na-
tion for more than 230 years was car-
ried out. We swore in the 46th Presi-
dent and the 49th Vice President of the 
United States. 

President Biden and Vice President 
HARRIS are both alumni of the U.S. 
Senate. They are well known to us in 
this Chamber. They begin their terms 
with both challenges and opportunities 
before them, and with the prayers of 
our whole Nation at their backs. 

President Biden made unity the 
major theme of his inaugural address. 
He pledged to be a President for all 
Americans, to work as hard for the 
many millions of Americans who did 
not support his candidacy as he will for 
the millions who did. So I congratulate 
my friend from Delaware. I look for-
ward to working with him as our new 
President wherever possible. 

Our country deserves for both sides, 
both parties, to find common ground 
for the common good everywhere that 
we can and disagree respectfully where 
we must. Last fall, the American peo-
ple chose to elect a narrowly divided 
House of Representatives, a 50–50 Sen-
ate, and a President who promised 
unity. The people intentionally en-
trusted both political parties with sig-
nificant power to shape our Nation’s 
direction. May we work together to 
honor that trust. 

Earlier today, I was honored to 
present our former colleague, Vice 
President HARRIS, with a flag that flew 
over her historic swearing in as our Na-
tion’s first woman Vice President. This 
groundbreaking achievement elicits 
national pride that transcends politics. 
All citizens can applaud the fact that 
this new three-word phrase, ‘‘Madam 
Vice President,’’ is now a part of our 
American lexicon. So, once again, our 
sincere congratulations to our former 
colleague from California on this day. 

I also join my colleagues in warmly 
welcoming our three newest Senators. 
Senator PADILLA of California and Sen-
ators OSSOFF and WARNOCK of Georgia 
have been sent to this Chamber by 
their home States to represent their 
neighbors and to serve our Nation. We 
have plenty of Senate business to dis-
cuss at length in the days ahead, but, 
for now, I just want to congratulate 
each of our new colleagues. I look for-
ward to working alongside them. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The Senator from Iowa. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 2 

minutes to speak, please, for two pur-
poses. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Senator from Iowa is recognized. 

f 

59TH INAUGURATION CEREMONIES 
Mr. GRASSLEY. One, I congratulate 

my friend, PATRICK LEAHY for once 
again assuming the position of Presi-
dent pro tempore after 6 years of ab-
sence, I believe, and also to express my 
working relationship with him in the 
40 years that he and I have served to-
gether in the U.S. Senate. 

But also to the fourth estate, because 
we always read about rancor on tele-
vision, radio, and print—they never 
speak about how Senators get along. 
We have seen a peaceful transfer of 
leadership position in the U.S. Senate, 
from a Senator from Kentucky to a 
Senator from New York. 

Now, for the first purpose of rising, 
because most of my colleagues don’t 
know, when there is nobody on the 
Senate and I open the Senate up for 
prayer and for the Pledge of Alle-
giance, I usually give a 1-minute 
speech. And I would like to give my 
last 1-minute speech as President pro 
tempore. I am not saying that I won’t 
take advantage of that opportunity 
when nobody else is around, as well. 

Four years ago, our Nation’s Capital 
was full of people who had come to cel-
ebrate a new President’s inauguration, 
and it was full of people who came to 
protest the winner of that election. 

This Biden inauguration was dif-
ferent in that respect. But this year, 
just like 4 years ago, there are Ameri-
cans who question the election out-
come and did not want the inaugura-
tion to proceed. Since election day, I 
have urged Americans to have faith in 
our constitutional system and let the 
Constitution work the way it has for 
240 years—work its course. Today was 
the culmination of that process. 

Like 4 years ago, I know that many 
Americans are not happy with how it 
turned out. That is absolutely fine, 
just like 4 years ago was fine for those 
people that resisted. 

In our country, nobody is obliged to 
like or support a President, but, hope-
fully, people will really respect the Of-
fice of the Presidency, regardless who 
holds it. 

However, while the Presidency 
changed hands, I hope we can retire, 
hashtag ‘‘resist.’’ 

You wouldn’t know it listening to 
partisan commentators from the right 
or left, but you do not have to make a 
choice between giving your President 
unqualified support or total opposition 
to the President. 

As a legislator, I would be doing a 
disservice to those I represent if I did 
either unqualified support for a Repub-
lican President or total opposition to a 
Democratic President. In my work on 
behalf of Iowans, I have to engage with 
the administration of the day if I want 
to be a responsible Senator. 

As I have with every President, I will 
seek to find common ground with 
President Biden wherever possible, but 
I will strongly oppose policies that I 
think are not good for Iowa and all 
Americans. That will be on input that 
I receive from my fellow Iowans. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I sug-

gest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SCHATZ). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

DREAM ACT 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, earlier 
today I was proud to join my col-
leagues in witnessing the inauguration 
of President Joe Biden and Vice Presi-
dent KAMALA HARRIS on the west front 
of the U.S. Capitol. 

I remembered, as I walked away from 
that inauguration ceremony, the expe-
rience I had 4 years ago. There was a 
luncheon. Traditionally there is a 
luncheon given for the new President 
and Vice President. That luncheon was 
my first opportunity to meet President 
Donald Trump. I had never met him be-
fore. 

I went up to him at the head table, 
and I introduced myself and said: I just 
want to tell you that I am working in 
the U.S. Senate for the DREAM Act. I 
believe that these Dreamers deserve a 
chance to become part of America’s fu-
ture. 

President Donald Trump, minutes 
after having taken the oath of office, 
said: Senator, don’t worry about those 
young people. We will take care of 
them. 

That was my first conversation with 
President Trump. What transpired 
afterwards is a matter of record in the 
history of this country. We know also 
what happened in this Capitol Building 
just 2 weeks ago. 

That is why this inauguration was so 
different. We were battling a deadly 
virus and possibly a deadly attack by 
American terrorists. The U.S. Capitol 
was as closely guarded as I have ever 
seen it. We estimate that 25,000 sol-
diers—National Guard and Active-Duty 
soldiers—were in town to protect us 
from all around the United States, in-
cluding 260 from the State of Illinois, I 
am very proud to announce. They did 
their job and did it well. I thank them 
for their service and sacrifice and sepa-
ration from their families. But at the 
same time, we are facing a deadly 
virus. In the midst of a global pan-
demic, today’s celebration had to be 
tempered so that people were safe from 
wherever they sat and from wherever 
they gathered. 

President Biden and Vice President 
HARRIS understand that our Nation 
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